Reaching Beyond The Mind

Sunday July 7, 2011

PARABLES.

SCRIPTURE READING….MATTHEW 13:34…ALL THESE THINGS SPAKE JESUS UNTO THE MULTITUDE IN PARABLES: AND WITHOUT A PRARABLE SPAKE HE NOT UNTO THEM.

1 John 5:11,12…..11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.
TILTE OF MESSAGE…REACHING BEYOND THE MIND.

The greatest story teller ever to walk the face of the earth was the Lord Jesus 
Christ.
His stories are known to us as “Parables”.

Today I will be sharing a parable in the hope that our minds will be challenged to seek after the Lost!

1. When Jesus wanted to get a spiritual truth across to ordinary men and women, He used the vehicle or the channel of the parable.
2. The reason was…..Because in order for anyone to grasp the truth, it was necessary for them to first grasp the parable.

3. He did this in order to captivate the mind of the hearer. Thus “REACH BEYOND THE MIND” of the hearer.
4. Parables were used by Jesus not only because men remember stories more easily but because in challenging their minds their lives were challenged as well!!
5. Jesus ministry included more than 40 different parables challenging every aspect of both everyday life and spiritual life as well.

The Parable of The Prodigal Son…Luke15:11-32
11 And he said , A certain man had two sons: 12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. 13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together , and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living . 14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want . 15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat : and no man gave unto him. 17 And when he came to himself, he said , How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare , and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 20 And he arose , and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off , his father saw him, and had compassion , and ran , and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat , and be merry : 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again ; he was lost , and is found . And they began to be merry . 25 Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant . 27 And he said unto him , Thy brother is come ; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound . 28 And he was angry , and would not go in : therefore came his father out , and intreated him. 29 And he answering said to his father, Lo , these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends: 30 But as soon as this thy son was come , which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. 31 And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine. 32 It was meet that we should make merry , and be glad : for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again ; and was lost , and is found .
1. This Gem of a parable can be best described as ...”The Picture of The Perfect Father” I Don’t give much credit to the prodigal son as I would the FATHER!
2. It gives us a glimpse of the face of God, His Humanity, His Love, His Care, His tenderness, His Mercy, His Compassion and His willingness to Forgive.
3. It illustrates to us that God’s love is beyond justice, beyond reason because he ever hungers for the return of a sinner.
4. You see, The righteous are His already; they have His Love and everything else.

5. We should never think nor be self righteous nor jealous because of our position in His eyes.

6. We are to yearn as He does for the return of our wandering brothers and sisters.

7. That’s what this Parable is speaking about!

8. We should all have the same compassion as the Father!

The Parable of The Laborers in the Vinyard….Matthew 20:1-16

1 For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. 2 And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat of the day. 13 But he answered one of them, and said , Friend, I do thee no wrong : didst not thou agree with me for a penny? 14 Take that thine is, and go thy way : I will give unto this last, even as unto thee. 15 Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own ? Is thine eye evil, because I am good? 16 So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen. a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And he went out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 And said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went their way . 5 Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out , and found others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? 7 They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive . 8 So when even was come , the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the labourers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first. 9 And when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received every man a penny. 10 But when the first came , they supposed that they should have received more; and they likewise received every man a penny. 11 And when they had received it, they murmured against the goodman of the house, 12 Saying , These last have wrought
1. There are many truths to be learned from this parable.

2. When the employer pays first the men who came in last, giving them the same salary as to those who had toiled all day, there seems to be grounds for grievance.
3. But Jesus never said that the kingdom of industry is like this, He said the kingdom of heaven is like this.

4. Maintenance Mech. Vs Support Tech. salary differs. Pastor vs Evangelist same salary!

5. The reason….Pride has no place in heaven.

6. You agreed for a penny a day, why do you ask for two?  Why do you question late comers into the kingdom.  We all labor for the same purpose….The Kingdom of Heaven….not the kingdom of industry!

The Parable of The Good Samaritan….Luke 10:30-37
25 And, behold , a certain lawyer stood up , and tempted him, saying , Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 26 He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou ? 27 And he answering said , Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. 28 And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do , and thou shalt live . 29 But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour? 30 And Jesus answering said , A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment , and wounded him, and departed , leaving him half dead . 31 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side . 32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side . 33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed , came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, 34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 And on the morrow when he departed , he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more , when I come again , I will repay thee. 36 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? 37 And he said , He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go , and do thou likewise.
1. This popular parable emphasizes the meaning of being a good neighbor.

2. It also shows what the importance of true Christian compassion should be like.

3. When Jesus responded a lawyer who asked the question…Who is My Neighbor?

4. Here is the response that Jesus gave….Jesus made it clear that any human being in need is our neighbor!!
5. This Parable really challenges any audience… Jesus said…If a Samaritan whom you consider an outcast, will rescue a Jew in trouble, what a reflection it is on you and your religion if in indifference, you pass by the needy!

6. There are many who are hurting of all races we must never be impartial or indifferent if they are in need, especially spiritual need!

The Parable of the Lost Sheep….Luke 15:3-10….

3 And he spake this parable unto them, saying , 4 What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost , until he find it? 5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing . 6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost . 7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth , more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. 8 Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it? 9 And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together , saying , Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which I had lost . 10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth

1. Though these two parables, Jesus paints a picture of one who is actively, tirelessly searching to “bring in” His own kingdom.
2. Both stories signal out people who felt a desperate sense of incompletion in their loss and great joy in their finding.
3. Beloved although all men belong to God, His chief interest is not in groups, but in individuals.

4. These parables reflect his great hurt to have so many leave his side.

5. Beloved He needs us and wants us , every one is important to Him.

6. This touched the very fibers of the heart of the men that followed Him and  it brought comfort to the fearful, hope to the discouraged.

7. This should be the heartbeat of all who have come to Him!

PARABLES WERE PART OF THE MASTER’S STRATEGY FOR GETTING UNDER MEN’S DEFENCES FOR WINNING MEN’S HEARTS BY CATCHING THEIR RESISTING AND SELF SATISFIED MINDS OFF GUARD!

