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TITLE: THE CONSEQUENCE OF SIN

TEXT: Romans 6:23; Jn. 3:17; 2nd Sam. 12:1-17; 

Ps. 51; Duet. 31:8; Ps. 34:18-19

INTRODUCTION:  How many of you here this morning believes that there is consequence to sin?  Sometimes even forgiven sin?

  Scripture tells us of that fact..
Roma 6:23 (NIV) For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The wages of sin is death!

3800 opsonion {op-so'-nee-on}

1) a soldier's pay, allowance

 The ultimate wage, the ultimate payment, the ultimate consequence of sin is death.
Scripture says that all have sinned, so all will die.
 Death wasn't an original part of Gods plan for man when He created man.

 Death didn't enter the equation for mankind until after mankind sinned. Before man sinned death was nothing more than a hypothetical possibility.

 God told the first man & woman, Do not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil that is in the middle of the garden for the day that you eat of it you will surely die! (or the day that you eat of it the death process will start).
 At this point death didn't exist so it was just a hypothetical possibility.  

Man chose to sin… So man must pay the consequence for that sin... death!
Now praise God! God has also provided us with a way to be forgiven our sins and ultimately go to Heaven and dwell in His presence forever.  God has given us Jesus Christ!

  God has given us a way so that our sins can be as far removed from His sight as east is from west, a way that our sins can be buried in the depths of the deepest sea, a way that our sins can be remembered no more by God..

 In John 3:16 Jesus assures us of that.
John 3:16 (NIV) "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.   

  However, even though we can be saved, saved from the eternal penalty of sin, hell. Even though we can be guaranteed eternal, everlasting life, there is still consequence to sin.

  Some, we may be delivered from, some we may not.
 All have sinned; so all will ultimately face the consequence of death, even Christians.
  But for the Christian death has lost its sting, in that we know that when we leave this life we will enter the next one and will be given a glorified, resurrected body that will live forever!  But with the possible exception of the believers who are alive when Christ returns for His Church, all of us will face the ultimate consequence of sin, Death.
  But sin, even forgiven sin, may have other consequences while we are yet in this life....

Example: David (2nd Samuel ll & 12)

  David Commits adultery, lies to cover it up and in that cover-up has Bathsheba’s husband killed. David’s sins: adultery, lying, murder .
David's sin is found out --2nd Sam. 12
  2Sam 12:1 (NIV) The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, "There were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor. 

2 The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 

3 but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him. (family pet)
4 "Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him." 

5 David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, "As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this deserves to die! 

 …7 Then Nathan said to David, "You are the man! This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: `I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 

8 I gave your master's house to you, and your master's wives into your arms. I gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more. 

9 Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 

10 Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.' 

11 "This is what the LORD says: `Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. 

12 You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.'" 

13 Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." 

Nathan replied, "The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. 

14 But because by doing this you have made the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt, the son born to you will die." 

 David sins-- he is caught in his sin-- David repents of his sin...

2Sam 12:13 (NIV) Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." 

  David is forgiven--

Nathan replied, "The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. 

 David sins, he tries to cover it up, is caught and brought to account for his sin, he repents and is forgiven....

END OF STORY!  NOT QUITE!

  There are still consequences in this life that David has to pay that are a direct result of these sin...

10 Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.' 

11 `Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you. 

 How true this came to be!!

(One of David's sons, Amnon, rapes his half sister, Tamar. Her brother Absalom kills him for doing it. Then Absalom fleas to another land in fear of his father David.
  Many years later Absalom returns home and ends up rising up against his father David and tries to take the very throne away from him. And almost succeeds driving David and his army out of Jerusalem.

    David's commander of the army Joab ends up killing David's son Absalom who led the revolt and retakes Jerusalem....

  How the words of the Lord must have rung in David's ear---the sword will never depart from your house! Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you. 
But the most immediate consequence of David's sin was the death his and Bathsheba's son that was conceived in his infidelity...

14 But because by doing this you have made the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt, the son born to you will die." 

  David was forgiven by God, and most probably by his army, and by his nation....

  Even though he was forgiven, had a right standing once again in the eyes of God, sin still had its consequences... to David they were both Personal; destruction & calamity within his family, and national, the eventually the separation and splitting of a nation...

  We can be forgiven by God but sin still may have its consequences.
  Something that we can learn here from the life of David that can be of tremendous benefit to us is how David handled the consequence of sin...

Psalm 51 is believed to be a psalm David wrote when the prophet Nathan came to confront him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba.

Psalms 51:1 - 52:1 (NIV) 1    Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love;  according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 2    Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 3    For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 4    Against you, you only, have I sinned  and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak  and justified when you judge. 5    Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 6  Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach£ me wisdom in the inmost place. 7    Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 8    Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 
9   Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 10    Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11   Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 12   Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 13   Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you. 14    Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 15  O Lord, open my lips,  and my mouth will declare your praise. 16    You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.
 17   The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

    

 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

This is the only acceptable way for us to come before God to seek His forgiveness for sin..

 To come before Him with a broken Spirit and a contrite heart.

  Just what does that mean?

broken....

  07665 shabar {shaw-bar'}

1) to break in pieces

1e) to be broken, be shattered

spirit

07307 ruwach {roo'-akh}

1f1) as seat or organ of mental acts

Or moral  character
A broken spirit is when our disposition, our moral character, our carnal nature, our very self,  has been troubled, has been embittered, has been discontented because of our sin, is crushed, is shattered, is broken in pieces because of the conviction of our sin against God.
 It is what happens, or should happen when we sin and the conviction of God comes upon us and we cry out under the anguish of that conviction and say, God, I'm sorry! God forgive me!

contrite

01794 dakah {daw-kaw'}

1) to crush, be crushed, be contrite, be broken, to collapse

heart

03820 leb {labe}

1) inner man, mind, will, heart, understanding,

1a8) as seat of appetites, emotions and passions
 A contrite heart is coming to a complete humbling of oneself before God.

 To realize the seriousness of our sin, feel its weight, and repent from it! Do a 190’-- forsake the sin being determined not to do it again.

 David's actions showed that his spirit was truly broken and his heart was truly contrite before God.
After David had his conversation with Nathan and his sin was uncovered, how did David respond that showed that he indeed had a spirit that was truly broken before the Lord and a heart that was truly contrite?  

  Some things that he didn't do was, try to blame someone else for his sin..(Well if my wife was a better wife I never would have been tempted into an adulterous affair)--Or if Uriah had been a better husband to Bathsheba this never would have happened.

 He didn't try to explain his actions away. (well, I have a problem with lust, It is not really my fault, I can't help what I do).

   He didn't try to justify his actions... (Well, after all, I am Gods anointed, the king of Israel, the most powerful man in the land. Many others have done the same thing or worse).

  How did David respond?

2Sam 12:16 He fasted and went into his house and spent the nights lying on the ground. 

 When David was caught in His sin he didn't try to assign blame, divert the attention from himself, make up excuses or try to justify his behavior...

 He simply said, I have sinned against the Lord!

 His sin wasn't against his wife or Bathsheba or even Uriah, His sin was against God!

  And when the consequence of his sin came upon him, David simply accepted it...

 Why? Because his spirit was broken and his heart was contrite.  He didn't try to defend his actions because there was no defense for his actions.
 He sinned; He pleaded to God for His forgiveness, He was forgiven and then simply accepted any consequences for his actions.....

 David understood that there was no sacrifice or offering that he could make to God to atone for his sin other than the sacrifice of a broken human spirit and a heart that was contrite before the Lord.
  Psal 51:7 (NIV) Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

For David the forgiveness of the Lord was a great forgiveness....

  But even though David was totally and completely forgiven by God there were still consequences for his sin.

  In the sight of God his sin was forgiven, not to even be remembered by God, but there were still consequences that were put into motion the day he sinned that would eventually fall upon him...

 The death of three sons, a daughter shamed, a kingdom almost destroyed...
  But possibly the most painful consequence to David's sin came many years later....

  David wanted, with all of his heart to build a temple for the Lord. The Lord had done so much for him over the years, had forgiven him with such great forgiveness, and David wanted to do something to honor God...Build Him a spectacular Temple...

 He takes his plans before the Lord and the Lord tells David that his hand has shed innocent blood and it would be David's son Solomon that would build a temple for Him to dwell in, not David.

 Again, David didn't wine and complain and say that it wasn't fair... He simply accepted the consequence of his actions, humbled himself before the Lord and said OK. How about I will amass the material so that my son Solomon can build you a Temple....

  David is probably one of the greatest men of the Bible. What made David a great man of faith wasn't his size or his good looks or his ability in battle or his wisdom or statesmanship....

  What made David a great man of the faith was a total and complete humility before God, a human spirit that had been broken and a heart that had been made contrite and laid bare before the Lord is what made David a man that God said was a man after His own heart...

   All too often, it seems,  when we fall to sin we waste all this useless effort  trying to justify ourselves for doing it, saying that it is someone else's fault, we try to assign blame and convince others that we were the real victim....
  When all the time God simply wants us to come to Him with our spirit of flesh broken  and our heart contrite and humbled before Him....

  It is only with a broken spirit and a contrite heart that will enable us to accept any consequence that there may be for our sin. And not just enable us to accept it but enable us to stand up under it, and ultimately, rise victoriously over it!  

  There were many consequences that David had to go through because of his sins. Some of the severest consequences that a man could ever face.
  Yet, David's heart became right with God, and even though God didn't deliver him from all of the consequences, He did deliver David in the consequences...  God gave David the courage to face them and the strength to endure them.
  God poured out His sustaining grace upon David's life as David remained humbled, broken and contrite before Him.
  David learned firsthand the reality of the absolute truth of God’s Word and the tremendous promise that the Word of God contains...

  Words like the ones found in:

Deut 31:8 (NIV) The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged." 

  This promise is for all who have humbled themselves before God by coming to Him with a broken spirit and a contrite heart.

  All who have humbled themselves before the cross of Christ.
 Do these words comfort you this morning?

     Even in the trials and tribulations of this life, even though we may have to go through some of the consequence of sin, our own sin and just the consequence of living in a creation that has fallen to sin, that----The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged." 
  This is good news! These are encouraging words!

The best way to advert the possible consequences of personal sin is to not sin! To stop sinning!

 And God has even given us the ability to do just that through His precious gift of the Holy Spirit in our life to lead and guide us along paths of righteous living.

   But If we are a child of God, if we belong to Christ---Even if we have to go through some of the trials and tribulations that result from sin.....

The LORD himself will go before us and will be with us; he will never leave us nor forsake us.  Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged." 
 This is a promise for all who have truly humbled themselves before God, who have come to Him with a humble and contrite heart seeking His great forgiveness..
 Is this a promise that you can claim this morning?

Psal 34:18 (NIV) The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 

19 A righteous man may have many troubles, but the LORD delivers him from them all; 

 Has your heart been broken and your spirit of flesh been crushed before the Lord this morning?
A righteous man may have many troubles, but the LORD delivers him from them all; 
Psal 20:6 (NIV) Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed; he answers him from his holy heaven with the saving power of his right hand. 

7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. 

 Have you put your trust in the name of the Lord this morning?

Have you come to Jesus sorry and repentant for your sin and asked His forgiveness? Have you invited Him into your heart and allowed Him to become your Lord so that He can become your savior?
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