Frequently Asked Questions of DACSAR
Is participation on missions mandatory?
All DACSAR members are volunteers who can decline any SAR mission for ANY reason.

What is the team’s mission?
DACSAR’s mission centers on providing volunteers to participate on state SAR missions. Usually our team is assigned to various types of ground searches and we are commonly known as "ground pounders".  Another role for volunteers can be as support personnel, including serving at incident base.  Some members are cross trained in specialty areas such as mountain rescue, medical response, ATV search & rescue, etc.

What is field certification and is it required?
Field certification means that the SAR volunteer has passed a written and practical exam on SAR skills, SAR procedures, and the volunteer has the state required SAR gear.    We require our DACSAR members to be New Mexico State field certified, and new members are given time to pass the certification test.

What does DACSAR do at a search and rescue mission?
A SAR team is made up of a team leader and usually 4-5 members. On a given mission, DACSAR may field a team or teams and members may also serve on a team with members from other SAR organizations. Each team is given an assignment in support of the overall mission.   Assignments may include line searches, grid searches, sound searches, tracking, et al.   

A DACSAR field team starts as a team and ends as a team.  While in the field, team members should keep in sight of other team members.  Members should constantly check on each other's well-being.  Members need to have the appropriate gear and fitness to safely participate on the mission. If a team member is unable to continue on a mission, for whatever reason, they must communicate with their team leader who is responsible for the team. New members will be assigned a mentor/partner when in the field.
How do we get to the missions?
We meet at the time and given location per mission call out instructions. There we determine which vehicles will be used for travel to incident base. We use two main mission meeting/parking locations:  
MISSIONS TO THE WEST: Travel Center of America (TA truck stop, 202 N. Motel Blvd) which is located at the NE corner of Amador Ave and Motel Blvd.  We will be at the south side parking lot.  
MISSIONS TO THE EAST OR TO THE NORTH: the NE corner of the parking lot for the K-Mart on HWY 70 aka North Main (Del Rey Blvd/ Bataan Memorial East).   We will be near the Shell gas station.
Remember, SAFETY, SAFETY, SAFETY, SAFETY!!!  ……….must ALWAYS COME FIRST……….

Who is in charge of a search and rescue mission and how do we know what to do?
All New Mexico Search and Rescue missions are under the jurisdiction of the NM State Police.   

When the State Police determines the situation warrants a SAR mission, a mission number is issued.  A trained volunteer will be assigned as Incident Commander. They have contacts with all of the SAR teams and will determine which SAR teams should be called. If our team is called, the team members are reached via phone calls. We use a calling tree to get mission information to our mission ready members (mission number, type, meeting place/time, etc.). 

Depending on the mission, other SAR personnel such as the Border Patrol, military helicopters, mountain rescue, ATV, horse SAR teams are called out. 

When do we have missions and are we always “on call”?
Missions can be called night or day.  Occasionally we have some advance notice and are on “stand by” for a mission.  Since searches may be at night; or in the cold or heat; team members must have appropriate gear for all conditions which could be encountered.  Field Certification helps to prepare for the various conditions.  We are not called out for criminal suspect searches.   

Missions may last just a few hours, but can extend for days with multiple teams assisting and/or rotating.  Teams usually serve during an operational period of the mission, but sometimes might serve multiple periods.  Operational periods range from 4 to 12+ hours; sometimes up to 24 hours.  Keep your cell phones charged and gear ready. Cell phones can provide a communication alternative for the team and from the Incident Commander to the team en route. 
How will I be notified of a mission and told what to do?
Have your gear ready. We never know when our team could be called to head to a mission.   When DACSSAR is called, then officers or their delegates will call the members using a calling “tree”.
Initial “Call out” information is often limited but you should receive:  Mission Number, Type of Mission (basic known information on: missing person(s), type of rescue or recovery, location, weather, expected duration, meeting point/time, special circumstances).  Consider these mission factors and your personal situation before committing to the mission. 
Upon reaching Incident Command, team leader(s) will receive an updated situation report (SITREP) and search instructions.  The team(s) will be given assignments and will proceed into the field.  If you do not feel you are able to participate in the task, advise the team leader.  There may be alternative tasks which you will able to complete to assist on the mission. 
How long do missions last?
The mission length can vary greatly.  We have been called, and then advised that the subject has been found prior to our departure. Other missions may go for multiple operation periods and days. We may be called to assist on missions farther from Las Cruces that have continued for longer periods to provide backup or replacement to the initial volunteers.  When subjects have been lost in the field for days with limited food, water or medications, they may demonstrate abnormal behavior.  Therefore, searchers need to proceed cautiously.  Others may be injured and need physical assistance to return from the field.   Others are simply lost, and there is also the possibility that the subject may be found deceased. Field certification and group trainings will assist you to deal with these circumstances.     

What do I need to do when I arrive at the command base?
First, all searchers must “sign in” which means they add their name and basic information to the "log in" sheet at Incident Command.   ALWAYS sign in to the mission on arrival and ALWAYS SIGN OUT when leaving the mission. The command staff uses this information to track resources and verify the safe return of all SAR volunteers. 
To what locations has DACSAR travelled on missions?
We are regularly called to areas in Dona Ana County such as the Organ Mountains’ recreational areas as well as western parts of the county. DASCAR has also helped with searches in the Florida Mountains, the Gila Wilderness areas, Hidalgo County, the Sacramento Mountains and other areas in southern New Mexico.   If we are called, and team members can respond; DACSAR will send a team(s).
Are there other search and rescue groups in the area?
There are three main volunteer SAR organizations in Mesilla Valley.  Their name and their main specialties are: DACSAR (trackers & ground search), Mesilla Valley Search and Rescue (ATV team, search dogs, ground, & communications) and Organ Mountain Technical Rescue Squad (mountain/technical rescues, cave & ground).  DACSAR by-laws allow dual membership and some DACSAR members are also members of OMTRS.  

“Ground Pounding” is a common skill among SAR groups.  However, if you have special Search and Rescue interests (e.g. working with dogs, technical rock climbing, ATV, caving, medical, etc.) we will assist you in finding mentors in these specialties.  Our team is open to establishing other skill teams within DACSAR if members have those skills and want to establish those skill groups within the team.
