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TITLE: Holy Ordinances

TEXT: 1st Co. 11:24-26; Mt. 28:19 & 3:13-17; Ro. 6:1-4; Acts 2:38; Gal. 2:20
INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about Holy ordnances, that is, things ordained by God.

 Later today we are going to have a baptismal service and several of you have expressed a desire to be baptized so today I think it fitting and necessary to speak on the significance and importance of that event.

 New Testament Christianity is not merely a ritualistic religion; but at the heart of it is man’s direct contact with God through the Holy Spirit. Christianity is based, not upon our rituals, but upon a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

 There are, however, two ceremonies that are essential because they are divinely ordained, that is the Lord Himself told us to do them… Those being water baptism and the Lords Supper or communion…

With regards to communion Scripture says….

1Cor 11:24 (NIV) and when he (Jesus) had given thanks, he broke it (Bread) and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 

25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 The Lord here ordains communion.
Whenever you do this, do this in remembrance of me!
In regards to baptism Jesus gives this command to us….:

 Matt 28:19 (NIV) Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

 The Lord here ordains, commands water baptism.
 Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

  Because of their sacred character, the Lords Supper and Baptism are sometimes called sacraments.
 Sacraments literally means-- sacred things or oaths consecrated by a sacred rite.
 They are also called ordinances because they are ceremonies ordained by the Lord Himself.
 Baptism is the rite of entrance into the Christian Church, the body of Christ, and symbolizes spiritual life begun…

 The Lords Supper is the rite of Communion and signifies spiritual life continued.
  Baptism pictures faith in Christ.
 Communion pictures fellowship with Christ.
 To see the importance of baptism we need look no further than the Life of Jesus himself….

 Matt 3:13 (NIV) Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 

14 But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" 

15 Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John consented. 

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 

17 And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." 
 Even Jesus, he who was without sin, thought it necessary to be baptized.
Why would Jesus need to be baptized by John?

The baptism of John Scripture says was a baptism of repentance.
 Jesus never sinned so Jesus didn’t need to repent of anything.
 Jesus explained, He said in order to fulfill all righteousness.
 God commanded it so Jesus, in accepting His role as a servant as foretold by the prophet Isaiah, consented to be baptized by John.
  In doing so Jesus was simply accepting the role that God had called Him to- Accepting His role as a suffering servant. One who came to give His life as a ransom for many.
 And He was also showing what this baptism would come to signify. His literal death, burial and resurrection.
 Plus—a good leader always leads, not just by commandment, but by example.
 So just what does it mean to be baptized?
 In this Church we believe in baptism by submersion.

 Taking the one to be baptized completely under the water.

 Some Church bodies believe in just sprinkling water over the head of the one being baptized.

 The Greek word we translate baptize is:

907 baptizo {bap-tid'-zo}

1) to immerse, to submerge (of vessels sunk)

2) to cleanse by dipping or submerging, 

  Baptism wasn’t a concept that was foreign to the people in the days of John the Baptist.

(And, by the way, they called him John the Baptist, not John the Sprinkler?)

 The concept of baptism had been well established among the people of Israel long before John or the advent of Christ.
 They were acquainted with “proselyte baptism” which signified a heathen’s, a gentile’s conversion to Judaism…

 The gentile who was converting to Judaism would stand up to his neck in water while the law was read to him, after which he plunged himself beneath the water as a sign that he was cleansed from the defilement’s of heathenism and had begun to live a new life as a member of God’s covenant people.
 The Scriptural, original mode of baptism is by immersion, which is the only mode that is true to the symbolic meaning of baptism.

 And what is the symbolic meaning of baptism to you and I, the Church?

Christian Baptism is symbolic of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Roma 6:1 (NIV) What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 

2 By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 

3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

 Before we go on with just what baptism is, let me first take a moment to say what baptism is not..
 Baptism, in itself, has no power to save you.  Being baptized will not save us from our sin.
 Only a saving faith in Jesus Christ where we have allowed Him to become the Lord and savior of our life will save us from our sins.
  We are baptized, not in order to be saved, but we are baptized because we are saved.
  Because of that fact, we cannot say that being baptized is absolutely essential to salvation---However, we can insist that it is essential to full obedience to God.
Acts 2:38 (NIV) Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Example: Baptism is like the Inauguration of the President of the U.S….

“ As the election of the president of our land is made complete by his inauguration, so, as Christians, our election to God’s grace, the grace of Salvation through Christ, in a sense is made complete by our public inauguration (Baptism) as a member of the Body of Christ.
  If the inauguration ceremony of an elected president had to be canceled for some reason, the man elected would still technically be president of the United States but there would be something of importance missing.. That public confession of loyalty to the office that he had taken.
 The inauguration ceremony is not what makes the president the president,---It was his being elected to that position by the people that made him president.
 The inauguration is where he takes his oath and pledges his allegiance to the nation.  It is where he publicly makes his first confession as president..

  So it is with us. We are not baptized to become saved but we are baptized because we are saved! And Baptism is our inauguration ceremony whereby we publicly pledge our loyalty and allegiance to the one who has placed us in the position that we have as a Christian, as a Child of God….

 So what is the meaning, the importance, the significance of water baptism to the Christian?

 Water baptism is a sacred drama portraying the fundamentals of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
 Let’s take a look at the elements of water baptism..

 1. The one being baptized is lowered into the water---

This pictures Christ death accomplished.
2. Next The submersion of the one being baptized speaks of death ratified or Christ burial..

3. Then The raising of the one being baptized speaks of death conquered or Christ resurrection..

 The fact that these acts are performed on the one being baptized shows that they have been spiritually identified with Christ.
 The submersion of the one being baptized proclaims the message: Christ died for my sin in order that I might die to my sin!

 The raising of the one being baptized conveys the message that Christ rose victorious from the dead in order that I might live a new life of righteousness in Christ and I have passed from death into life eternal just as Jesus did.
  Baptism in itself doesn’t do anything. But it is a public display of our faith that signifies everything!

  Just as Jesus died for my sin I now die to my sin!

Just as Jesus has risen victorious over death and the grave and sits in victory in Heaven, through my faith in Him I will one day also rise victorious over death and the grave and will sit victoriously with Him in Heaven!

  If we are baptized for any reason other than Jesus and our wanting to identify with Him and what He has done for us, then we are being baptized for the wrong reason.
 Take Jesus out of baptism and all you get is wet..
 Baptism is an outward display, a witness, a public confession of what Christ has already done, already accomplished in our heart.
When the Apostle Paul proclaimed….
 Gala 2:20 (NIV) I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

 When Paul made this proclamation he was speaking of the inward work that God had done in his life.
 This inward work was the spiritual baptism of the Holy Spirit that he received the moment that he accepted Jesus to be the Lord and the savior of his life….

 In this proclamation Paul speaks of all the elements of baptism…..

Gala 2:20 (NIV) I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 

I have been crucified with Christ!

 Crucifixion was a death sentence! Crucifixion was a form of Roman capital punishment and it was 100 percent effective! No one ever came down from a cross alive!

 Paul proclaims…

I have been crucified with Christ! I have died with him! and I, Paul,  no longer live! But from now on Christ lives in me. 

  Paul speaks of the transforming power of the resurrection and his identifying with that power.

 And I no longer live but from now on Christ lives in me. 

The life I live in the body, I (now) live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

 Paul is speaking of the reality of baptism. A life sanctified in Christ. A life set apart for Him.
 A life made new through the power of the resurrection, the power of the Holy Spirit of God.
 A life set free from the bondage and oppression of sin by that power, the power of the Holy Spirit.
 This is but another way of saying what Paul said in 

 Roma 6:1 (NIV) What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 

2 By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 

3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

 In a nutshell baptism signifies the new life that we can have in Christ.  A life free from the power that sin once held over us, A life free from the fear of judgment for that sin. A life that has been, and is being ,changed by the transforming power of God as we allow Him to change us from who we are into who He wants us to become.
 Baptism signifies, it bears witness to the promise that we have as Christians of our eternity in heaven.
 That just as Jesus was raised from the dead and came to eternal life; all of us who have expressed a saving faith in Him will one day also.
  To all of you who are being baptized this afternoon realize the importance and the significance of what you are doing. Recognize the high privilege that God has given you in Christ. That through this event the God of all creation gives you opportunity to personally identify with Him..
 To publicly make the proclamation that—“I am His just as He is mine”.
 That just as Jesus died for my sin; I now die to my sin.

 Just as Jesus was raised into the newness of resurrected life, I will one-day also rise to the newness of resurrected life with Him.
 Baptism is a solemn event, a sacred event, but it is also a joyous event. An event to be celebrated!

 As a Christian it is our inauguration celebration. 
 Our celebrating our acceptance into the Kingdom of God. Celebrating our status as a child of God.
  Baptism is our way of making a public confession of Jesus Christ. A way for us to make a public statement that says, I have made Jesus Christ the Lord and Savior of my life and now my life rest securely in Him.
 It signifies our rite of entrance into Gods family, His Church and it is to be a most joyous event.
Those of you who are going to partake of this holy celebration of baptism, be in prayer for God to reveal to you the full significance of what you are about to do…

 And then embrace that event. Enter into that event with a Joyful heart and a heart full of expectation of all that God has in store for you as a child of God.
  I can think of no greater honor to be bestowed upon any man then the honor and high privilege of being able to personally identify ourselves with Christ Jesus.

 To identify with Him so closely as to identify with His death, burial and the power of His resurrection through baptism..
No greater honor then having the right to publicly proclaim “Jesus is the Lord and Savior of my life!”

 “I am a child of the King!”

 This is an honor; it is a right that God has reserved only for those who have expressed a saving faith in Him by giving Jesus lordship of our life….

What a high privilege, what a high honor it is!

