A Chapter on Christ’s Method and Proper Influence

Close Personal Touch

The Lord desires that His word of grace shall be brought home to every soul. To a great degree this must
be accomplished by personal labor. This was Christ’s method.—Christ’s Object Lessons, 229. {ChS 117.2}

Those who have been most successful in soul-winning were men and women who did not pride
themselves on their ability, but who in humility and faith sought to help those about them. Jesus did this
very work. He came close to those whom He desired to reach.—Gospel Workers, 194. {ChS 117.3}

In Christlike sympathy we should come close to men individually, and seek to awaken their interest in
the great things of eternal life. Their hearts may be as hard as the beaten highway, and apparently it
may be a useless effort to present the Saviour to them; but while logic may fail to move, and argument
be powerless to convince, the love of Christ, revealed in personal ministry, may soften the stony heart,
so that the seed of truth can take root.—Christ’s Object Lessons, 57. {ChS 117.4}

By personal labor reach those around you. Become acquainted with them. Preaching will not do the
work that needs to be done. Angels of God attend you to the dwellings of those you visit. This work
cannot be done by proxy. Money lent or given will not accomplish it. Sermons will not do it. By visiting
the people, talking, praying, sympathizing with them, you will win hearts. This is the highest missionary
work that you can do. To do it, you will need resolute, persevering faith, unwearying patience, and a
deep love for souls.—Testimonies for the Church 9:41. {ChS 117.5}

With the calling of John and Andrew and Simon, of Philip and Nathanael, began the foundation of the
Christian church. John directed two of his disciples to Christ. Then one of these, Andrew, found his
brother, and called him to the Saviour. Philip was then called, and he went in search of Nathanael. These
examples should teach us the importance of personal effort, of making direct appeals to our kindred,
friends, and neighbors. There are those who for a lifetime have professed to be acquainted with Christ,
yet who have never made a personal effort to bring even one soul to the Saviour. They leave all the
work for the minister. He may be well qualified for his calling, but he cannot do that which God has left
for the members of the church. {ChS 118.1}

There are many who need the ministration of loving Christian hearts. Many have gone down to ruin who
might have been saved, if their neighbors, common men and women, had put forth personal effort for
them. Many are waiting to be personally addressed. In the very family, the neighborhood, the town
where we live, there is work for us to do as missionaries for Christ. If we are Christians, this work will be
our delight. No sooner is one converted than there is born within him a desire to make known to others
what a precious friend he has found in Jesus. The saving and sanctifying truth cannot be shut up in his
heart.—The Desire of Ages, 141. {ChS 118.2}

One of the most effective ways in which light can be communicated is by private personal effort. In the
home circle, at your neighbor’s fireside, at the bedside of the sick, in a quiet way you may read the
Scriptures and speak a word for Jesus and the truth. Thus you may sow precious seed that will spring up
and bring forth fruit.—Testimonies for the Church 6:428, 429. {ChS 118.3}

Salt must be mingled with the substance to which it is added; it must penetrate and infuse in order to
preserve. So it is through personal contact and association that men are reached by the saving power of



the gospel. They are not saved in masses, but as individuals. Personal influence is a power. We must
come close to those whom we desire to benefit.—Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 36. {ChS 119.1}

Jesus saw in every soul one to whom must be given the call to His kingdom. He reached the hearts of the
people by going among them as one who desired their good. He sought them in the public streets, in
private houses, on the boats, in the synagogue, by the shores of the lake, and at the marriage feast. He
met them at their daily vocations, and manifested an interest in their secular affairs. He carried His
instruction into the household, bringing families in their own homes under the influence of His divine
presence. His strong personal sympathy helped to win hearts.—The Desire of Ages, 151. {ChS 119.2}

Christ’s method alone will give true success in reaching the people. The Saviour mingled with men as
one who desired their good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won
their confidence. Then He bade them, “Follow Me.” —The Ministry of Healing, 143. {ChS 119.3}

We should do as Christ did. Wherever He was, in the synagogue, by the wayside, in the boat thrust out a
little from the land, at the Pharisee’s feast or the table of the publican, He spoke to men of the things
pertaining to the higher life. The things of nature, the events of daily life, were bound up by Him with
the words of truth. The hearts of His hearers were drawn to Him; for He had healed their sick, had
comforted their sorrowing ones, and had taken their children in His arms and blessed them. When He
opened His lips to speak, their attention was riveted upon Him, and every word was to some soul a
savor of life unto life. {ChS 119.4}

So it should be with us. Wherever we are, we should watch for opportunities of speaking to others of
the Saviour. If we follow Christ’s example in doing good, hearts will open to us as they did to Him. Not
abruptly, but with tact born of divine love, we can tell them of Him who is the “chiefest among ten
thousand,” and the One “altogether lovely.” This is the very highest work in which we can employ the
talent of speech. It was given to us that we might present Christ as the sin-pardoning Saviour.—Christ’s
Object Lessons, 338, 339. {ChS 119.5}

His presence brought a purer atmosphere into the home, and His life was as leaven working amid the
elements of society. Harmless and undefiled, He walked among the thoughtless, the rude, the
uncourteous; amid the unjust publicans, the reckless prodigals, the unrighteous Samaritans, the heathen
soldiers, the rough peasants, and the mixed multitude. He spoke a word of sympathy here and a word
there, as He saw men weary, yet compelled to bear heavy burdens. He shared their burdens, and
repeated to them the lessons He had learned from nature, of the love, the kindness, the goodness of
God. {ChS 120.1}

He taught all to look upon themselves as endowed with precious talents, which if rightly employed
would secure for them eternal riches. He weeded all vanity from life, and by His own example taught
that every moment of time is fraught with eternal results; that it is to be cherished as a treasure, and to
be employed for holy purposes. He passed by no human being as worthless, but sought to apply the
saving remedy to every soul. In whatever company He found Himself, He presented a lesson that was
appropriate to the time and the circumstances. He sought to inspire with hope the most rough and
unpromising, setting before them the assurance that they might become blameless, and harmless,
attaining such a character as would make them manifest as the children of God. Often He met those
who had drifted under Satan’s control, and who had no power to break from his snare. To such a one,
discouraged, sick, tempted, and fallen, Jesus would speak words of tenderest pity, words that were



needed and could be understood. Others He met who were fighting a hand-to-hand battle with the
adversary of souls. These He encouraged to persevere, assuring them that they would win; for angels of
God were on their side, and would give them the victory.—The Desire of Ages, 90. {ChS 120.2}

The Combination of Spiritual Revival and Personal Work

When churches are revived, it is because some individual seeks earnestly for the blessing of God. He
hungers and thirsts after God, and asks in faith, and receives accordingly. He goes to work in earnest,
feeling his great dependence upon the Lord, and souls are aroused to seek for a like blessing, and a
season of refreshing falls on the hearts of men. The extensive work will not be neglected. The larger
plans will be laid at the right time; but personal, individual effort and interest for your friends and
neighbors, will accomplish much more than can be estimated. It is for the want of this kind of labor that
souls for whom Christ died are perishing. {ChS 121.1}



