[bookmark: _Hlk504764024]HOW MEANINGFUL IS CHRISTS DEATH TO YOU ?

Pontius Pilate stands as one of the worst villains in Scripture, Perhaps undeservedly. Arguably second only to Judas Iscariot in infamy. His misdeed was more passive than Judas. He could have said NO!, but he let others influence him. Truly, he was a man with more questions than answers. And wanting to know allows Pilate to stand out above many others. Pilate asked almost as many questions in a few hours that Christ asked over three years.

Here are questions that he asked……

John 18:29 29 Pilate then went out unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye against this man?

It was most reasonable for the Governor to ask the accusers “to specify the charges against him
Festus spoke to Agrippa a similar thing.

Acts 25:24-27. 4 Then Festus addressed the audience: “King Agrippa and all present,” he said, “this is the man whose death is demanded both by the local Jews and by those in Jerusalem! 25 But in my opinion he has done nothing worthy of death. However, he appealed his case to Caesar, and I have no alternative but to send him. 26 But what shall I write the emperor? For there is no real charge against him! So I have brought him before you all, and especially you, King Agrippa, to examine him and then tell me what to write. 27 For it doesn’t seem reasonable to send a prisoner to the emperor without any charges against him!”
So, here are the accusations:
Matthew 26:59-61, 59 Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death;60 But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found they none. At the last came two false witnesses,61 And said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days.
Luke 23:1-2 And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto Pilate.2 And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King.

 Sadly, that question brings to the light the reality that the accusations were most disharmonious. 
Was Jesus under indictment for threatening to destroy the temple, for claiming to be the Son of God, or for forbidding payment of taxes?  It seems His accusers could not agree on the charges. Thus, these were bogus legal proceedings.
Another question…..

 Luke 23:3 3 3 And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he answered him and said, Thou sayest it.”

Pilate inquired as to whether Jesus is King.

John 18:36-37… 36 Then Jesus answered, “I am not an earthly king. If I were, my followers would have fought when I was arrested by the Jewish leaders. But my Kingdom is not of the world.”37 Pilate replied, “But you are a king then?” “Yes,” Jesus said. “I was born for that purpose.  And I came to bring truth to the world. All who love the truth are my followers.”

The Lord did not deny it, but He did clarify the nature of His kingdom.  It is not in competition with Caesar’s, but in superiority over it, for His kingdom is not an earthly one.

Mark 9:1 Jesus went on to say to his disciples, “Some of you who are standing here right now will live to see the Kingdom of God arrive in great power!”

His kingdom came within that generation. It was and still is, evidently, a spiritual one.

Another Question…..
Matthew 27:13 13 “Don’t you hear what they are saying?” Pilate demanded.

Similar to the first question, Pilate here reminded Christ that the testimony against Him was multifaceted.

Mark 14:56, 59 56 For many bare false witness against him, but their witness agreed not together.

Perjury was suborned, but one witness’s testimony was inconsistent with another’s.

Exodus 20:16.. 16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.

Since at least the Ten Commandments, God’s people have known the wickedness of bearing false witness.

Proverbs 18:17 17 He that is first in his own cause seemeth just; but his neighbor cometh and searcheth him.

We should be slow to believe the first version of events we are told.

“DO YOU ANSWER NOTHING?”
Mark 15:3-5 3 And the chief priests accused him of many things: but he answered nothing.4 And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? behold how many things they witness against thee.5 But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that Pilate marvelled.

Jesus declined to speak in His own defense. 

First, this demonstrates acceptance of the course of events unfolding – a willingness to die. 
Second, it demonstrates wisdom in silence.

Matthew 26:62-63 62 And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answerest thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee? 63 But Jesus held his peace, And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God.
Luke 23:8-9 8 And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by him.9 Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered him nothing.

Beloved, first of all, Herod was not glad to see Jesus, Far from it.  He was really hoping to see a miracle done by Jesus, to what extent?  So nothing changed, Not only before Pilate, but also before the priests, and before Herod, Jesus had nothing to say. He was consistently mute.
This fulfilled prophecy concerning the anointed one.

Isaiah 42:1-2; Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.2 He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street.

Isaiah 53:7 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 7:  A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

It is wise to know when to speak and when not to speak. We all know the tongue is a dangerous weapon amongst our members, if not kept in check it can bring havoc to our life and others around us!!!

John 8:6 6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.

The silence of Christ was not without precedent. Jesus found it prudent on a prior occasion to withhold answer.
Here is what the scriptures teaches us all…..

Colossians 4:6 6 Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.
Christians are counseled to learn how to answer. This will include learning whether to answer or not. Here is a golden rule all sincere Christians should put in practice in their lives…...” truth never comes out of a busy mouth, but of a silent spirit!!!!
ANOTHER QUESTION FROM PILATE….

Matthew 27:17 17 Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?

Considering Barabbas was a thief, insurrectionist, and murderer – a most unsympathetic prisoner, it seems likely Pilate was attempting to increase the probability of Jesus being chosen by the crowd for release. However, what needs to be understood is, when God puts a plan into action all of men’s efforts to thwart his works will fail! Jesus came on a mission from The Father and He was never going to fail him.

Acts 3:13-14 13 The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go.14 But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you
Alas, the multitudes chose poorly, dragging a weak leader into a reprehensible decision unretractable.

When evil Barabbas deserved to die for his heinous actions, Christ died instead. Truly, His death spared all sinners who obey Him from our deserved second death.

 “WHAT THEN SHALL I DO WITH JESUS WHO IS CALLED CHRIST?”
 Matthew 27:22 22 Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say unto him, Let him be crucified.

What to do about Jesus is the most basic question there is and it is still relevant today. A very powerful question throughout all generations since Christ to today and tomorrow. All people will have to answer to this question! It cannot be avoided!!!! If a person decides not to answer this question by avoiding it, chances are he or she has already answered! Silence in this case is not wisdom!! I’ll answer tomorrow..question answered! Tomorrow is promised to no one!!! Have you answered this question! Its time for some self examination!

Romans 10:17; 17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
Acts 16:31; 31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.
Romans 10:9-10; 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Galatians 3:27; 27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
Acts 2:38 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

In brief, the answer is to learn about Him, believe Him, confess Him, repent of sins as He commanded, and be baptized into Him. This is Salvation in a nutshell.
But we know Pilate had a different reason for asking the next question…..

“WHY? WHAT EVIL HAS HE DONE?
Mark 15:14 14 Then Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil hath he done? And they cried out the more exceedingly, Crucify him.
Having heard multiple, contradicting accusations against Jesus, Pilate remained unconvinced that He had perpetrated any crime. It was just a blood thirsty crowd wanting to see blood!! But also it was all to please the Government so that they can keep their religious thing going without any interferences from the government!!! They were afraid if the government would step in they  would be shut down  thus it would end up in to much to lose!!! 

Luke 23:15; 15 No, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing worthy of death is done unto him.
John 19:4 4 Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him.

Pilate’s repeated conclusion was that Jesus was no outlaw. He knew deep down inside it was all a conspiracy. It was all concocted by the main heads of the Jews. But he also didn’t want a revolution to start inside his gates. So this caused him to enter a gate of appeasement with the Jews.  It was all a case of both sides trying to please each other at the expense of the savior of the world!!!

John 14:30; 30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. 

 “WHERE ARE YOU FROM?” 
Was Pilate really interested in knowing  the true identity of Christ?
Here is the complete account of what happened at that time….
John 19:1-10… Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.2 And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a purple robe,3 And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with their hands.4 Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him.5 Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man!6 When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him.7 The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.8 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid;9 And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer.10 Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee?

Luke 23:6-11 6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were a Galilaean.7 And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at that time.8 And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by him.9 Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered him nothing.10 And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused him.11 And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate.

Pilate was not trying to become better acquainted with a new friend. He was curious to know where Jesus was from so he could be rid of Him, sending Him off on the tetrarch of Galilee. Of course, that’s irrelevant since, even though Jesus was a Galilean, His alleged crimes took place in Judea. Herod returned Him to Pilate.

Matthew 27:24 24 When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it.
Pilate was desperate to evade his duty as Governor to release an innocent man.

Beloved, Shirking responsibility angers God. Moses did not please God when he offered excuses as to why he should not be the messenger to Pharaoh.
Jonah 1:2-3 2 Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.3 But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.

Jonah displeased the Lord when he fled away from Nineveh after God had summoned him to preach repentance there.

“AM I A JEW?”
 John 18:35.. 35 Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done?

Pilate sensed that what transpired between Jesus and His accusers was not his business since he was not a Jew.

Romans 10:12-13; 12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

Galatians 3:28 2 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

Being a Jew is irrelevant now. In Christ there is equality between Jew and Gentile.

Romans 9:6-8; 6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel:7 Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called.8 That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed.
Galatians 6:16 16 And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

Because not every Israelite is legitimate anymore, Christians have become the true “Israel of God”.

“WHAT IS TRUTH?”
John 18:38 38 Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all.

Whether he was sincere or flippant, Pilate’s question was a most appropriate one. However, Pilate’s problem was that he who was standing before him was truth. Truth was starring him in the eye but he was to blind to even see it. People in the world also fail to see the truth because they are blinded by Satan’s power. This is the very reason why the world is in such corroded condition!!! It fails to acknowledge 
TRUTH!! The world is in total darkness. The can’t see the forest for the trees.
John 17:17; 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
Psalm 119:160 160 Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous judgments endureth for ever.

The answer to the question asked, “What is truth?”, is found in God’s word, The Scriptures.
Psalm 31:5; 5 Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.
John 14:6; 6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
[bookmark: _GoBack]1st John 5:66 This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.

“DO YOU KNOW THAT I HAVE POWER TO CRUCIFY YOU?”
John 19:10-11 10 Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee?11 Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin.

Here we can see that Pilate was Trying to intimidate His prisoner by reminding Jesus of his authority and power to release or execute Him. Jesus did not disagree but taught His interrogator where that power came from.
Acts 25:11 11 For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar.

Under similar circumstances, on trial for his life before a Roman governor, Paul did not deny or question the validity of the death penalty, only the appropriateness of using it against an innocent man.
Romans 13:1, 4 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.
God establishes government for the upholding of good and the punishment of evil. It is an outright failure when any government upholds evil and punishes good.
1st Timothy 2:1-2 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men;2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.

The people of God ought to pray for government leaders to leave us all in peace.
 Proverbs 29:2 2 When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.
We should all Pray for righteous leadership!

“SHALL I CRUCIFY YOUR KING?”
John 19:15 15 But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.

The question Pilate here asked is one we are all capable of answering.
Hebrews 6:4-6 4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,5 And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come,6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.

When we forsake Christ for sin, it is a renewed crucifixion. After all, He suffered the pain of death to save us from sin, so to sin again is like driving new nails into His flesh.

Conclusion
The so many questions that Pilate asked are still just as relevant today.
I believe Those questions are for each of us to answer.
Pilate was wrong for allowing an innocent man to suffer the penalty of death. And he knew it, but we must also all understand …it was God’s design in order to give mankind a fresh clean slate if they desire to have the creator at his side.
We are at the conclusion of this word, and the question must be asked…
HOW MEANINGFUL IS CHRISTS DEATH TO YOU ?

Will you also allow the death of Christ to mean nothing to you?
