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TITLE: Reckless Abandonment

TEXT: Gal. 2:20; Ro. 6:1-14; Phil. 3:10-14; 1 Jn. 1:9

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about reckless abandonment. Sounds like a pretty negative term doesn’t it?

 I believe there was a movie a few years ago by that title.

 A lot of times we see people living lives that could be described as living lives of reckless abandonment.

  Taking extreme risks and abandoning all common sense.
reck·less (rµk“l¹s) adj. 1.a. Heedless or careless. b. Headstrong; rash. 2. Indifferent to or disregardful of consequences: a reckless driver.

Abandonment

1. To withdraw one's support or help from, especially in spite of duty, allegiance, or responsibility; desert: abandon a friend in trouble. 
 We could come up with many examples of negative reckless abandonment…
  The teenager ( or adult for that matter)  who is out with the car and goes to a party and gets high on alcohol or drugs and then gets back into that car and drives…

 That is reckless abandonment of ones common sense and placing oneself and others in needless danger.
  The soldier who breaks ranks and deserts his fellow soldiers has recklessly abandoned them and placed them and himself in greater danger.
  When a mom or a dad will pack up and just walk out on their children it is an act of reckless abandonment. It does great harm to the family unit. 
 Legalized Abortion is the reckless abandonment of our unborn children. 
  It not only affects them but it affects all of society. It causes us to lesson the value of all life.
 The steps from abortion to infanticide to euthanasia are small steps… Declare life as not valuable at one end of life’s spectrum and it won’t be long before you loose respect for life at the other end of life’s spectrum.

 All the senseless school and mall shootings we have experienced as a nations over the last several years, I believe, is largely because of this diminished view of the sacredness of life that we have instilled in our youth through legalized abortion, that not every life is important—some life can just be discarded…
 But there is a positive side to reckless abandonment and that is what I want focus on this morning.

In Fact, as Christians we have been called to reckless abandonment in one area of our life.

   And that is in regards to self..
 Paul speaks of this in the book of Galatians:

Gal. 2:20 (NIV)
20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

This verse speaks of reckless abandonment--
Reckless abandonment of ourselves to God.
 This verse speaks of our need to recklessly abandon our sinful nature, the reckless abandonment of self.
To have a Heedless or careless or Indifferent attitude to self and our selfish desires.
 To give up on our sinful nature by making a conscious decision and effort to cease to allow it to control or inhabit our life-- To surrender one's claim to, right to, or interest in self; to give up self entirely….

 This is what Paul is talking about here when he says…20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
 You can’t get any more reckless in your abandonment of self and your own nature to sin then to actually crucify yourself with Christ.
Paul says… I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live!

 The Greek word for crucified is: soos-tow-ro'-o
To impale in company with (literally or figuratively):—crucify with.
im·pale. 1.a. To pierce with a sharp stake or point. b. To torture or kill by impaling. 2. To render helpless as if by impaling.

 Impale can be a pretty gruesome term.

Example: In the movie Brave Heart—William Wallace when captured at the end of the movie was put to death by impalement.. I don’t want to get overly descriptive here because of the young folks but Think of major surgery without anesthesia and you get a picture of what we are talking about.
 Paul is calling us to impale the sinful nature. To render it helpless as if by impaling. To kill it, to put it to death, to cut it out.
  I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live!

 This just doesn’t speak of the mere death of our sinful nature, but it speaks of associating the death of our sinful nature with something.

  And that something that we are to identify the death of our sinful nature with is Christ…
 Paul says: I have been crucified with Christ!

Why is this important?

 Because Christ died but He didn’t remain dead.
 Paul is obviously not talking about a physical death here but he is talking about a spiritual death. 
  He is talking about putting to death the spirit of self. The spirit of self gratification and self reliance and self dependence and selfish interest…
20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.
 Scripture is talking about death to self so that we are free then to live for God!

  20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 

 This will cause a need for reckless abandonment.
 To recklessly abandon our sinful nature, our nature that desires to please self, so that we can fully rely and depend upon and give ourselves to Christ.
  To impale our sinful nature so that our sinful nature no longer has control over our life and actions.
It speaks of transference of authority and power…
 It means to come personally to the place of reckless abandonment that the Apostle Paul did where by were we can truthfully proclaim----

20I (terry) have been crucified with Christ and I (terry) no longer live, but (now) Christ lives ( or is made alive) in me.  The life I (Now) live in (this) body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

 This is a proclamation of reckless abandonment- Reckless abandonment to ourselves in order to live more fully for God--To transfer the authority of our life from self to Christ.
 This transfer is to be so complete in us that it is as if we no longer live but Christ lives His life through us.
 A.W. Tozer

To be crucified means, first, the man on the cross is facing only one direction; second, he is not going back; and third, he has no further plan of his own.

 To be crucified with Christ is to look only in one direction---toward Him. 
 To be crucified in Christ is to not look back longingly at our sinful past or life outside of Christ..

 To be crucified with Christ is to have no further and future plan other then the plan of Jesus, stop living just to fulfill our own wants and desires and start to live desiring to fulfill Christ’s wants and desires for our life.
  As you travel on I-80 across Nebraska somewhere around either Kearney or North Platt you cannot help but notice three crosses placed along the side of the road. 

    Those crosses call to mind a sermon by Myron J. Taylor titled "A Hill With Three Crosses." He said that one cross portrays a thief dying IN sin, and the other a thief dying TO sin. But the center cross speaks of the redeemer dying FOR sin. It divides all humanity into one of two categories -- those who reject Christ and die in sin, and those who receive Christ and can die to sin.

 To die to sin requires that we be crucified with Christ and through that crucifixion lay down our life on the alter of His sacrifice.
 We have many examples of those who by faith crucified themselves with Christ and placed themselves on the alter of Christ Sacrifice.

 Some metaphorically in the Old Testament as an O.T. example of this kind of complete devotion and surrender to God, and many in a more literally sense in the New Testament.
 Joseph laid down his life on the alter of self sacrifice when he ran from Potiphar’s wife…
  She was a lovely woman. Joseph was a healthy young man. No one else was in the house.

 No one would have known! No human anyway.. 
Yet rather then give into his flesh and sin against his God Joseph did the only thing that he could do to live a crucified life---he turned tail and ran. He sacrificed the pleasure of self gratification to live for God.
 Three young Hebrew males in the time of the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar laid down their lives on the alter of self sacrifice --Shadrach Meshach & Abednego when given the choice to bow before the King and denounce their God or else be thrown into a fiery furnace, they chose to stand firm in their convictions and refused to bow before the king. They were thrown into the fiery furnace but not a hair on their head was singed.
  Paul and Silas laid down their lives on the alter of self sacrifice to Christ when they sang hymns and praises to God in the Philippian jail instead of giving in to their flesh sitting around saying woe is me…
  Stephen laid down his life on the alter of self sacrifice to Christ when as the stones were coming down upon him he fell on his knees and cried out---Lord do not hold this sin against them …

 All the great men and women of the faith, all of the heroes of the faith over the ages has had one thing in common, one thing that ties and binds them all together---they all came to a point of laying down their lives on the alter of self sacrifice for Christ.
 They all came to a place of crucifying themselves with Christ..
 That is what Christian baptism is all about. That is what Christian baptism is symbolic of.
 Rom. 6:1-4 (NIV)
1What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

 What is the new life that we are to live after coming to a saving relationship with Christ, the new life that is symbolized by baptism?

 A life free from the bondage and oppression and the power of sin!

 How? Because it is through our identification and relationship with Christ that our sinful nature is destroyed!

 Not destroyed in the sense that our sinful nature is taken or removed from us, but destroyed in the sense that we are given the means to over power and subdue our own sinful nature.
 A better term may be to conquer our sinful nature
 Upon our confession of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of our life we are baptized internally, so to speak. Christ fills us with His Holy Spirit! He places His Spirit within us!

  Water baptism is simply an outward manifestation of something that has already transpired inwardly.
Water Baptism without a prior salvation experience with Jesus Christ is nothing more then a bath..
 Water baptism is a public confession of what Jesus has done inwardly in our life through the subsequent act of Salvation.
 Take salvation, which is a prior surrender, a prior crucifixion of our life with Christ, out of baptism and all that we get when we are baptized is wet.
 Water baptism is not something that we do to become saved it is something that we do because we are saved..
 Do you now the statement we are making when we are baptized?

 The statement we are making is this---I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live but now Christ lives in me and through me.
  My will is no longer my own. I advocate control of my heart and life to Jesus.
 Three-year-old Katie was taken to her pediatrician during a bout with the flu. As the doctor examined her ears, he asked, "Will I find Big Bird in here?"

   Apprehensively, Katie replied, "No."

   Then, before examining her throat, he asked, "Will I find the Cookie Monster in here?"

   Again, "No."

   Finally, listening to her heart, he asked, "Will I find Barney in here?"

   With innocent conviction, she looked him directly in the eye and said, "No, Jesus is in my heart. Barney is on my underwear."

Paul goes on to say….

Rom. 6:5 -14 (NIV)
5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—7because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.

8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.

11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.

 Did you catch that? 
10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.

11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.

 This is what water baptism a symbol is of-- Counting ourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Our very salvation will require a reckless abandonment on our part. We need to recklessly abandon self…
 Coming to the place of complete surrender of our life to Christ.
Paul speaks words that testify to his reckless abandonment of self on the cross of Christ in Phil. 3:10 -14
Phil. 3:10 -14 (NIV)
10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

None of us here this morning have reached the place of Christian perfection. None of us here this morning have done or will do it all 100% correctly all the time. The fact is because we are human; we are frail and imperfect and will, at times, most likely make mistakes. We will at times, most likely, fail to live up to our calling.

Paul even recognized that in his life…

He said: I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal!
The Greek word for straining means 
to stretch (oneself) forward upon:—reach

 We are to stretch ourselves forward toward what lies ahead. Stretch ourselves forward toward heaven and the reward that awaits all those who have crucified themselves with Christ in Gods fulfilled Kingdom.
 We are to press on toward the goal of forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead..
 Forgetting what is behind, forgetting past failures and mistakes.  Forgetting through the act of confession and repentance.
1 John 1:9 (NIV)
9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

 We are to forget what is behind and press on toward what lies ahead!
The Greek word for press on is… dee-o'-ko
speaks of  both Fleeing and pursuing

What we are to Flee is self and what we are to pursue is God! 

 This will require the reckless abandonment of self and a whole hearted commitment to God.
The promise for us if we do…..

To attain to the resurrection from the dead!

To win the prize for which God has called us heavenward in Christ Jesus!

 In his early life, the great German sculptor Johann von Dannecker gained a reputation for his statues of the Greek goddesses.  Approaching his prime, Dannecker felt he ought to devote all his strength and time to the creation of a masterpiece, so he set about to carve a figure of Christ.  Twice he failed before he finally carved a statue so perfect that when people gazed upon it, they were moved to adore the Savior it portrayed. 
  Years later, Napoleon sent for Dannecker and asked him to "make for him a statue of Venus for the Louvers."  Dannecker refused, sending the French emperor this message: "Sir, the hands that carved the Christ can never again carve a heathen goddess."

   Dannecker's sentiment is admirable, and serves to illustrate the importance and necessity of our singular devotion to Christ.

This morning do you have the sure hope of the resurrection in your life? This morning do you have your eyes fixed on the prize? The prize of Jesus and the reward of a life committed to Him? Have you identified yourself with Him through crucifixion? Are you dying  to self to live for Christ?

Have you recklessly abandoned yourself to Him?

Prayer—I have decided to follow Jesus

