What Then Shall I Do With Jesus?
SCRIPTURE READINGS...Mt 27:11-22
1 And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest.12 And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing.13 Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee?14 And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly.15 Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner, whom they would.16 And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas.17 Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?18 For he knew that for envy they had delivered him.19 When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him.20 But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus.21 The governor answered and said unto them, Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you? They said, Barabbas.22 Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say unto him, Let him be crucified.
PRAYER....
1. In this portion of scripture, we read of Jesus before Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor...which he asked several questions of Jesus....
   a. While Jesus admitted to being the King of the Jews, He refused to

      answer the accusations of the chief priests and elders.....

         1.  Treason ..called himself king of the Jews!!

         2.  Many thought he came with some Political ambitions

         3.  He disrupted their religious laws. 
         4.  Upset their entire doctrine. 
         5.  Undermined their good standing with Rome. 
         6.  Converted others to His Supreme Point of Views.

         7.  He called himself God!!! (which infuriated the high priest)
Yet to all these HE Never answered one word!!!

   b. His silence caused Pilate to marvel greatly -What Kind of man 

                                                   is this 
   c. Pilate sought to release Jesus, but the multitude asked for

      Barabbas instead - 
   d. Which prompted Pilate to ask the question:  

"What then shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?" -
2. Pilate's question, "What then shall I do with Jesus?", is one that

   every person has also asked...

   a. Many would prefer to ignore it

   b. Many try to let others make the choice (as Pilate did.)

3. But it is a question from which no individual cannot run away from...

   a. We shall all one day stand before the judgment seat of Christ 
      -
2Co 5:10... 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
   b. His words will be the standard by which all will be judged 

      - 
Jn 12:48.... 48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.
[And so each one of us should be asking ourselves, "What Then Shall I

Do With Jesus?"  To help answer this question, consider another

question...]

I. WHAT HAS JESUS OFFERED YOU?
   A. JESUS HAS PROVIDED THE CHANCE...
      1. For an abundant life, filled with true peace -
Jn 10:10; 0 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
      2. To find salvation - 
Lk 19:10.... 10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost
      3. To enjoy cleansing from sin through His blood - 
1Jn 1:7..... 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
   B. JESUS HAS PROCLAIMED THE CONDITIONS...
      1. We must believe in Him  - 
Jn 8:24..... 24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins
      2. We must repent of our sins - 
Lk 13:3..... 3 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.
      3. We must confess our faith before men - 
Mt 10:32-33;...... 2 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.
Ro 10:9-10.... 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
      4. We must be baptized for the remission of our sins - 
Mt 28:19;.... 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
Mk 16:16; ... 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
Ac 2:38..... 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
      5. We must remain faithful even to death - 
Re 2:10..... 10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.
   C. JESUS HAS PREDETERMINED THE ALTERNATIVES...
      1. Reject Him, and we will die in our sins to face the terrible

         consequences - 
Jn 8:24; .... 24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.
2Th 1:7-9; 7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our LordJesus Christ:
9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;
Re 21:8..... 8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
     2. Believe in Him, and we receive everlasting life - 
Jn 5:24;.... 24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life 

Mt 19:29..... 29 And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.
[Having consider what Jesus has offered us, we return to our original

question...]

II. WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH JESUS?
   A. WHAT SOME HAVE TRIED TO DO...
      1. Pilate tried to pass the choice on to others - 
Mt 27:24.... 24 When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it.
         a. Are we guilty of doing something similar today?

         b. Trying to let others decide for us what we will do or

            believe about Jesus?

      2. Some in Athens simply mocked - 
Ac 17:32..... 32 And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said, We will hear thee again of this matter.
         a. Many take this route in what they do with Jesus

         b. Rather than make the effort to decide what they should do,

            they simply laugh

      3. Felix tried to wait for a more convenient time - 
Ac 24:25.... 25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.
         a. This is another common reaction

         b. Hoping that through delay, they will not have to make the

            choice

      -- 
But we cannot escape the fact that we will one day be judged

         by Him - 
Ac 17:30-31..... 0 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.
   B. WHAT WE SHOULD DO...
      1. Accept His gracious offer of salvation by obeying Him - 
He 5:9.... 9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;
      2. 
Mt 28:19-20.... 9 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
      3. Grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ - 
2Pe 3:18..... 18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.
      4. Walk in Him, well-established in the faith - 
Col 2:6-7.... 6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:
7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.
      5. Develop the mind of Christ, the attitude of sacrifice and

         service - 
Php 2:1-8....  If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.
3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.
4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
CONCLUSION
1. We have seen the feeble attempt by Pilate and others to answer the

   question "What Then Shall I Do With Jesus?"
2. Let us not think we can answer the question by...

   a. Simply ignoring Him

   b. Simply not doing anything actively against Him

   -- For as Jesus said on another occasion:  
"He who is not with Me is

      against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad."
      - Mt 12:30
Jesus has given us every reason to accept and obey Him as our Savior

and Lord.  If you have not yet done so, will you not today respond to

His gracious invitation to receive eternal life?

