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TITLE: A Biblical world-view on Salvation 
 (381  478)

TEXT: 2 Sam. 22:3; 2 Pet. 3:9; Acts 2:21 & 4:12; Ps 91:1-16; Ro. 6:23, 8:1; 1 Co. 15:22; 2 Co. 2:14, 5:17; Gal. 2:20

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about developing a Biblical world-view on Salvation. Last week we talked about developing a Biblical world-view of Jesus and how He is the one and only way to God. Jesus said that He is the way and the truth and the life and that no one can come to the father except they come through Him. 

 Jesus is the way of salvation, He is the truth of Salvation and in Him is the life of salvation and no one can come to God and the salvation that He provides unless that they come through the only means of salvation that God has provided…And that is through Jesus Christ.
 So just what is salvation?
so-tay-ree'-ah 
1) deliverance, preservation, safety, salvation 

1a) deliverance from the molestation of enemies 

1b) in an ethical and spiritual sense, that which concludes to the souls safety or salvation 

 Salvation means to be saved! Be delivered! Be liberated! Be preserved! Salvation is safety of our soul!

King David often cried out to God for salvation from his enemies. Every time David went into battle, often with an enemy of much greater size, he would cry out to God for salvation. For deliverance from that enemy. And every time that David cried out to God for this salvation His God answered him with a mighty deliverance, a mighty salvation.
This is what enabled David to say in…

2 Samuel 22:3 (NIV) My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation.

He is my stronghold, my refuge and my savior—

 My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation.

 The word horn here is used to symbolize strength.
David was affirming that God was his shield and the horn or the strength of His salvation.
 God was his salvation from the enemies that surrounded him and God was his salvation from thee enemy that was out to destroy his very soul…Satan, whom scripture says is roaming this earth like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.

 In the larger and more important sense David is speaking of the salvation of his soul when he says:

 My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation.

He is my stronghold, my refuge and my savior—

 So whether it be salvation from his enemies or the salvation of his soul, David trusted in the Lord to be that salvation. His deliverance, his liberation and his safety.
 Salvation, in the most importance sense, the spiritual sense, the eternal sense, means to be saved, be delivered, be liberated from sin and the resulting consequences, which is hell and eternal separation from God.
 Scripture tells us that we all have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God.
 We all have sinned so we are all in need of salvation. We all have the need to be saved from our sin and its end consequence, which is eternal separation from God.
 Scripture tells us that it is Gods will that no one should perish but that all would come to eternal life.

2 Peter 3:9(KJV) 
9The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
Acts 2:21 (NIV) And everyone who calls

on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
 Saved from what? Saved from the consequence and end result of our sin-- saved from being eternally separated from God in Hell.  And God Himself has provided us with that Salvation.
 As we talked about last week God has provided us with that salvation one way and one way only and that is in and through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
Acts 4:12 (NIV) Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

 We are all familiar with the 911 system that has been developed over the last several years.

 If we find ourselves in a crisis, in an emergency and in need of help we can just dial 911 and help will be on the way.

 Well, God also has a 911 number that we can call upon when we find ourselves in crisis and in need of help.
 It is a number that we can go to in any of our times of trouble or need, but especially when our soul is in trouble because of sin and we are in the need of Gods help of Salvation.
  And the scripture that God has given us in our time of both physical and spiritual need is also a 911 number----Psalms 911 (91:1)

Psa. 91:1 
1He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High


will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
What a fantastic promise of Scripture!

1He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High

will rest in the shadow of the Almighty!
A soul that is troubled because of sin longs for rest. It yearns for peace.
 And if we have never come to accept and embrace Gods plan of salvation for our lives whereby we are forgiven our sins and restored into right relationship and fellowship with God, then our soul will be in turmoil and rest and peace will always seem to evade us.

  There is no rest sweeter then the rest of a soul that is assured of its salvation.
  And that is what King David is talking about here..

1He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High

 will rest in the shadow of the Almighty!

 Yet often it seems that this sweet peace and rest that God promises us here sometimes evades us even as a Christian.
 Those times when are lives are anxious and full of turmoil even though we have come to Christ for the forgiveness of our sins and received His salvation.
  Yet we have this passage, and many others like it in Scripture, that promise us this sweet rest and peace in the Lord..

 So if the promise of Gods Word of rest and peace is there and yet we find it unfulfilled in our life at times then what it the problem?

 Obviously, the problem isn’t with the promise of Gods Word for God has to be true to his Word. He is God and He has to remain true to His Word because of who He is.
 So, if we are a Christian and yet are not experiencing the fullness of our salvation, not experiencing the rest and the peace of soul that God has promised, then there must be something that we are not grasping about our salvation.
 So if Scripture says that:

1He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High

will rest in the shadow of the Almighty…
 And we don’t feel that we are at rest then the only answer can be that we are not really dwelling in the shelter of the Most High.
 So just what does it mean to dwell in the shelter of the Most High?

Dwell comes from Hebrew= yaw-shab'

1) to dwell, remain, sit, abide 

1a4) to dwell as in make one’s abode 

1b) (Niphal) to inhabit--to be inhabited 

 So to dwell in the shelter of the most high is to sit down there, to make it our abode, to inhabit, to remain there. 

And once we place ourselves there, to not leave that place.
 The Hebrew word for shelter is:

say'-ther, sith-raw'

1) covering, shelter, hiding place,

2) place of  protection 

 Our shelter, our hiding place, our place of protection, the place that we are to abide in and not leave is the Most High God.
 I want to read what Scripture goes on to say about those who dwell in the shelter of the Most High….

Ps. 91:1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty!

2I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”

3Surely he will save you from the fowler’s snare

and from the deadly pestilence.

4He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.
5You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day,
6nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness,

nor the plague that destroys at midday.

7A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you.
8You will only observe with your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked.
9If you make the Most High your dwelling—

even the LORD, who is my refuge—

10then no harm will befall you, no disaster will come near your tent.
11For he will command his angels concerning you

to guard you in all your ways;

12they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.
13You will tread upon the lion and the cobra;

you will trample the great lion and the serpent.

14 “Because he loves me,” says the LORD, “I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name.
15He will call upon me, and I will answer him;

I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him.

16With long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation.”
 What a wonderful promise God has given us here!

 That as we dwell in the shelter of the Most High we will rest in the Shadow of the Almighty!
 As we take refuge in God He becomes our fortress..

As we take refuge in Him He will save us from the fowler’s snare..
As we take refuge in Him He will save us from the deadly pestilence.

As we take refuge in Him He will cover us with his feathers, and under His wings we will find refuge;

His faithfulness will be our shield and rampart.

As we take refuge in Him we will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday.
As we take refuge in Him even though A thousand may fall at our side, ten thousand at our right hand, it will not come near us.
“Because He loves us,” says the LORD, “He will rescue us; He will protect us because we acknowledge His name. When we will call upon Him, He will answer; He will be with us in trouble,
He will deliver us and honor us and show us His salvation!

 All of this is a promise for all those who come to dwell in the shelter of the Most High. All those who come to God and allow Him to show them His salvation.
 We come to dwell in the shelter of the Most High and receive our salvation only one way and that is by taking up our abode in Christ Jesus.
 This is what Scripture is saying every time it uses the phrase “In Christ” or ‘In the Lord” or “in Him”..
Most the promises that we have in New Testament Scripture are based upon the condition of our placing ourselves “In Christ”-- Even Salvation itself!

Rom. 6:23 (NIV)
23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life “ in Christ Jesus” our Lord.

Rom. 8:1 (NIV)
1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are “in Christ Jesus”!
 
1 Cor. 15:22 (NIV)
22For as in Adam all die, so “in Christ” all will be made alive.
2 Cor. 2:14 (NIV)
14But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession “in Christ” and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.
2 Cor. 5:17 (NIV)
17Therefore, if anyone is “in Christ”, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

  All of these promises of Scripture are dependent upon our placing ourselves “In Christ Jesus”.

 The phrase “In Christ Jesus” denotes taking up a fixed position in Him.
 In order to take up a fixed position in Him we must abide in Him. Make our abode with Him. Live our lives in Him.
 That means to surrender the control of our life to Him. Allow Him to lead and we follow His leading…
 It is what the Apostle Paul meant when he said:

Gal. 2:20 (NIV)
20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

 This is what it means to abide in Christ, what it means to make our abode in Him. What it means to dwell in the shelter of the Most High.
 To come to that place of ultimate surrender of our life to Christ where we can say …

I (Terry) have been crucified with Christ and I (Terry) no longer live, but (now) Christ Jesus lives in me (and I in Him).  (And) The life I (now) live in this body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

 As we come to this place of abiding in Christ by allowing Him to abide in us and surrendering the  control of our life to Him then we will realize the promise that King David talked about in Ps. 91:1…

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High

will rest in the shadow of the Almighty!

  The place in which this Scripture was written was a desert region. The sun was often hot and not a lot around to find shade from its heat.
 You can get the picture of wondering through a desert and then coming to an oasis where there were trees to offer protection from the sun….
God is our oasis in this life, our covering, our place of protection…

 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High

will rest in the shadow of the Almighty!

 Have you come to the realization of this promise of Scripture in your life this morning?

Have you come to rest in the shadow of the Almighty?

 Come to rest in His peace and come to rest in His presence?

 If not then maybe you need to call upon Gods 911…

 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High

will rest in the shadow of the Almighty!

 Jesus is the shelter that God has provided.
And He who dwells in Jesus has the promise of resting in His shadow.
Have you come to that place of His sweet rest in your life this morning?

 Have you come to Jesus and made your abode with Him?

 Or as we sang this morning…Is your all on the altar of sacrifice laid? Your heart does the Spirit control?

You can only be blest and have peace and sweet rest as you yield Him your body and soul….

 Have you given your all to Him who gave His all for you?

And are you constantly abiding in Him?

