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What’s New at Cooperating 

Churches? 

 
March is Membership Drive month. 

 

Recovery Congregations: 

Educational Opportunities 

Support and Resources 

Call us. 

 

Mobile Food Pantries: 

Monthly Schedules on our website 

Opportunities to host mobiles at your church. 

All you need is a parking lot and 20 to 25   

Volunteers. 

Cost listed on page 4.  

 

Family Faith Fellowship Fair: 

August 15, 2020 at Hackley Park 

More information coming-stayed tuned. 
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G/eanings byTom Wagner 
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March-April 2020 

Consider the Options 

 

 

Though the landscape surrounding our home remains encrusted with several inches of snow I have begun to 

smell spring. Long before I can hear the spring peepers singing in the wetlands or watch the thatched meadow 

sprout blades of green I catch a moist earthy scent on a frosty breeze. In this yet bleak scene sunshine warms 

the exposed patches of soil in the driveway and along the footpaths. Later the faint odor rises to my nostrils as 

evening shadows again chill the air. However, this is only an early sign of seasonal change. There is still time 

for a few leisurely weekends reading by the woodstove, but the moment has come to begin making plans for 

the growing season, even if we can’t yet sink a shovel into the soil. It’s a good time to take inventory of food 

and firewood supplies and consider adjusting our gardening, animal husbandry and foraging routines. 

 

Lent, which coincides with this seasonal change, is a time for taking spiritual inventory. As we anticipate the 

arrival Good Friday and Easter it’s time to think seriously about the condition of our relationships with God 

and each other.  It’s a time for reconciliation and redirection. My own denomination did not traditionally 

practice “giving up” things for Lent as found in many other Christian communities. However, Dunkers long 

had a practice of deacons visiting with members of their congregation in the weeks leading up to Love Feast. 

While these visits often fell into a scripted pattern, it gave folks the opportunity to share their personal strug-

gles, or to discuss strained relationships in the congregation. From there deacons and ministers would work at 

resolving conflicts. Unity of the congregation took such a high priority that Love Feast would be delayed if 

reconciliation was not reached by the scheduled date.  

 

I find much value in stepping out of routine for a season of prayer and fasting. Such times grant us an oppor-

tunity to reexamine our priorities, to weigh our professed values against the reality of our daily lives. Is our 

lifestyle truly consistent with our commitments, or have we rationalized compromises. The Gospel reading 

for the first Sunday of Lent tells the story of Jesus’ testing in the wilderness (Matt. 4:1-11). The account sets a 

tone for the Lenten season. Fasting 40 days and nights echoes earlier ordeals from the Hebrew Bible: for ex-

ample Israel’s 40 year wilderness trek and Moses’ 40 day and night fast on Sinai prior to receiving the tablets 

of the law. Initially it is the Spirit that leads Jesus into the wilderness following his baptism and the beginning 

of his ministry. The devil takes the opportunity to test Jesus at the end of this period. Each temptation pre-

sented an option for carrying out his messianic mission. In each case Jesus was presented with a choice of 

how to use power. Indeed the devil prefaces the first two challenges with a twist on the proclamation at his 

baptism, “If you are the Son of God…” Turning stones into bread may have been a way to meet a personal 

need, but the larger issue may have been whether he would care for people out of compassion or use it as a 

tool to rally the masses. A contemporary interpretation might question how modern agribusiness practices are 

causing long term problems economically and environmentally. A public spectacle of leaping from the top of 

the Temple may have provided instant credibility before both the religious establishment and the common 

people. Yet Jesus often urged people not to publicize his miracles. Later during his execution people taunted 

him to come down from the cross in order to prove he was the King of Israel, even the Son of God. Finally 

Jesus rejected the devil’s mountain top bargain. He chose to die on a cross rather than use lethal force in 

armed insurrection against Rome or even build his own world empire. A choice that may seem destined for 

failure—weak and foolish in the eyes of this world—has become the central symbol of God’s wisdom and 

power (I cor. 1:18-25). 
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From Lily 

Muskegon County Cooperating Churches would love to hear from you. If you have something you would like 

to share, please e-mail me at: office.mccc@frontier.com or send it to me in the mail.  Please include pictures 

and/or your organizational logo. Information is due into the office no later than April 24 if it is to be included 

in the next May/June issue.  

 

  

Are you interested in having your church service aired on Channel 7’s TV  

Ministry? 

There are 1/2 and 1 hour slots available.  

If interested, put your service on a DVD and send it to  the First Baptist Church, 

1070 W. Quarterline Rd. Muskegon, MI  49442 
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Mobile Food Pantry 

Current Prices: 

5000 lb. $595.00/7500 lb. $725/10,000 lb. $875 

Want to schedule a mobile? 

Call 231-727-6000 or email us at office.mccc@frontier.com 



  BRANCHES                          March-April 2020                       Page 5 

  

 



Page 6                               March-April 2020                      BRANCHES  

Calendar 

 

 March 5-2 to 3 pm-Recovery Congregation Task Force 
 March 13-6:30 pm-1st Cong. Church Monthly Hymn Sing 
 March 26-5 pm-MCCC Board Meeting 
 March 26-3-5 pm-Opioid Overdose Prevention 
 March 29-3:30 pm-Shoah Commemoration 2020 
 April 23-5 pm-MCCC Board Meeting 
 April 28-6 pm-Recovery Congregation Training (The Red 

Project) 
 May 1-3 and May 15,16-9 to 5, Medication and Restorative 

Services-Become a Volunteer Mediator 

We would not exist without your generous support. 

Contributions have been received during the last 2 

months from the following individuals, churches and 

First Baptist Church  Forest Park Church William/Erika Paulson 
Tim Vanderhaar   Delphine Hogston  Nancy Waters 
Bill Page    Sacred Heart Church 1st Congregational Church 
Fruitport Congregational Church    

 What is the Red Project and how is the Red Project involved in our Com-

munity in regards to drug use and abuse? 

Mark your Calendars for a community training on the Red Project:  

April  28, 2020 at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church at 6 pm 

Public Welcome 


