The Use of Deadly Force
This article is about the use of deadly force to protect yourself or others. 

Please be advised this is a guide and not professional or legal advice. If you require specific or professional legal advice please see an attorney for specifics of NYS law regarding the use of deadly force. 
For you to even consider the use of deadly force there must be an immediate and otherwise unavoidable threat of death or serious bodily injury to yourself or others. 
What is deadly force? Deadly force is a force that would probably cause death or serious injury.

What is Death or Serious Bodily Injury: Bodily injury that involves a substantial risk of death, unconsciousness, extreme physical pain, protracted and obvious disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the function of a bodily member, organ, or mental faculty. 

Let’s look at some of the terms.

What is imminent? Imminent is now! A “threat” of death or serious bodily injury is not immediate. “I am going home to get my gun and kill you” is not immediate. You do have time to contact authorities. Lethal force is not justified because of a threat. 
What is unavoidable? You cannot escape. You are in a situation that you cannot flee. You are in your home. Children are asleep in another room or in the car.  Again the threat, “If you come back here I will shoot you” is avoidable. You have ample time to leave the scene or inform authorities. 

The rest of this equation needs further evaluation. 

The ability, the opportunity and Jeopardy 
If you want to claim that you were reasonably in fear for your life three conditions must be met. (Deadly Force Tripod)
Ability: the bad guy must have the ability to inflict death or serious bodily injury. This can mean a weapon: knife, gun, scissors, bottle, or club.

Also it could be because of disparity of force. A large man and a smaller man, a man versus a woman, it must be obvious that the bad guy could actually seriously injure or kill you. A un armed child saying he is going to kill you maybe has the opportunity but does not have the ability 
Opportunity: the bad guy or guys must have the actual opportunity. A gang across the street or on the other side of a fence doesn’t have the opportunity. 

A man coming at you from around your car with a knife does have the opportunity and the ability.

Jeopardy: you must really believe that the bad guy or guys by their actions are intending to kill you or do you serious bodily harm. 

Someone showing you there gun collection has the Opportunity and Ability but what is lacking is the fact that they intend to kill you or do you serious bodily harm. 

All three of these elements at least must be present and obvious for you to ever attempt to justify the use of deadly force. 
Remember, if you carry a gun that is one thing that can be held against you. Why did you carry a gun? Did you expect to run into trouble? Because you were carrying a gun did you go looking for trouble? These questions and more will be asked to try and break down one leg of the tripod 
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Lastly, if you have to defend yourself, here are a few things that you need to be aware of; 
1) Do not fire a warning shot. It is dangerous since the bullet must come to rest somewhere. They can ricochet and you have no idea where it went. 

2) The bad guy if he is not dead is still dangerous. Do not give him aid. Do not get near them. Do not attempt to move the bad guy, his body or his weapon unless you must do so for your safety. If you move anything do tell the police when they arrive. 
3) When the police arrive, do not have your weapon visible. They do not know who the aggressor was and will treat you accordingly. Use the words “He tried to kill us” “I knew that he was going to kill me” Don’t brag. Only give basic info. Tell the police that your lawyer has told you not to say anything more without his being there.

Again, do not say anything……..”What you say can and will be used against you”

NRA training course do cover the use of deadly force and the information will be presented by a Lawyer who is familiar with the State laws regarding the use of deadly force. 

Lastly and I would feel bad for not mentioning this, the use of deadly force to protect others carries some additional risks.

Example: A man visiting a park hears a woman scream and sees a man standing over her at a picnic table with a hammer raised ready to strike her. He pulls a registered gun and shoots the man. As it turns out a raccoon had jumped up on the table and was attempting to steal food from the woman already sitting.

Example: A plainclothes policeman is attempting to apprehend a woman that has just hurt someone. It may appear that this man is attacking this woman. 

You are responsible for your actions and the use of deadly force has legal, ethical and moral implication. You must be sure that the situation justifies deadly force. If it does not you are liable for your actions………
Also, there are many good books. In the Gravest of Extreme, by Massad Ayoob is an excellent tutorial. 

But if you have questions a lawyer is the best source for the answers. 
