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Jesus Christ - The Same As Always

Grace

9/1/2019
PAGE  
2

Stability amidst change seems to be a theme both last week and this week as well.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  There was a soldier for whom this was a favorite Bible verse.  And he had a unique way to remember this verse.  When he was a soldier during World War 2, as some of you may know, there was not much variety in the food that the Army gave out.  So, he would joke that the dinner on his plate was just like Hebrews 13:8.  “The same yesterday, today, and forever.”

Sometimes, we can get tired of things that are always the same, just like the food that soldier received from the Army.   But other times, things that are the same can be very comforting to us, and they can give us strength and even rejuvenate us.  Like an old hymn or song from our past, or the smell of a familiar perfume or after shave.  There is a certain sense of security in the familiar and in things being the same.  
Maybe one of us was nervous about going back to school and entering, say, the third grade.  Then later she found out that teacher she really liked in second grade was going to be her teacher again.  Or maybe one of us comes back to church after a few years away and the pew that you used to sit in Sunday after Sunday is available and waiting right there for you.  We often receive comfort from things being just like they have always been. 

And this sameness is especially meaningful when it comes to good friends.  Class reunions can be awkward.  Of course, there are usually some changes in the physical features of our friends at class reunions: a little extra tummy, some loss of hair, a few wrinkles.  But, for the most part, the personalities of some of our friends remain the same. 

How many of you have ever been to a class reunion where you hadn’t seen an old friend in decades, but then when you saw him or her, y’all are able to pick up right where you left off?  It is like nothing has changed.  I call these bookmark relationships.  Like picking up a book, opening to the bookmark and picking up right where you left off.  It is such a wonderful feeling to discover in the midst of so many years that nothing has changed between you and an old friend. 

It is comforting for some things to always be the same, because we know all too well that life is full of changes.  We have witnessed changes among us in the past few years with deaths, illnesses, folks moving away, and so on – change is a part of life.  And, sometimes a very painful part of life. 

So our souls yearn for the things that do not change.  We have an inner need for some things to just remain the same. 

There is an amazing power in the statement “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”  No matter what happens, no matter what we do; “Jesus Christ is the same: yesterday, today, and forever.”
This was a profound statement two thousand years ago when it was written.  The writer was indicating that Jesus Christ has always existed and will always exist.  That the person known as Jesus Christ, was not present just in the time of Herod and Caesar.  Rather, that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, that is the second person of the Trinity, has been present since the beginning of time and even before time.  That Christ was present with the world before He was made known in human flesh. 

In First Corinthians, Chapter 10, the Apostle Paul wrote that ancient Israel in the time of Moses, all “ate the same spiritual food, and all drank from the same spiritual drink.  For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ.”  

In the gospel according to John, chapter 8, Jesus Himself even indicated that He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  In John, chapter 8, some Jews were questioning Jesus’ authority and how no one could be greater than their Father Abraham.  And Jesus said, that Abraham rejoiced that he would see His day, and he did see it.  And then some of the Jews looked at Jesus and said with a confused expression on their face, “you are not yet fifty years old, and you say you have seen Abraham?”  And, then Jesus said the most amazing words, “Before Abraham was, I am.”   I AM!  That statement by Yahweh to Moses of His name and His eternal, timeless existence.  And Jesus refers it to Himself in John 8.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  The same God that did those miraculous things with Abraham and Moses and the same God that was present with Israel while they were lost in the wilderness, is the same God that is revealed in Jesus Christ.  The same God that created everything in this universe out of nothing, the same God that formed us in our mother’s womb and knows our inmost thoughts, is the same God that is present here with us today in our worship.
The same Christ of the Old and New Testament is here today with us.  The One who ministered to the poor, the One who blessed those who mourn, the One who had compassion on the needy is here lovingly looking after us. 

When we go through changes in life like the death of a friend or a family member, or the loss of a job, or the separation of a marriage, it is comforting to know that the Jesus of yesterday is same faithful and loving Jesus of today.  It is comforting to know that Jesus Christ is our refuge and strength, though the mountains shake and the waters roar, as one Psalm says.  That through all these changes in life, Jesus Christ is constant. 

It is also comforting to know that the same Jesus of yesterday, and today, will also be the same Jesus of tomorrow.  Time is in God’s hands.  And all these painful changes that we experience now will be redeemed.  The judge that is coming into world at the end of the age, is the same judge that died for sinners.  The same Jesus that healed the sick in Palestine is the same Jesus that will heal us, one way or another. The same God that lovingly created the world is the same God that will restore the world in and through Jesus.  Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, and today, and forever. 

As we come together, time and time again in the class reunions of life, and as we change and the circumstances around us change, we know that there is One who will always be present and whose love for us will always remain the same.  And there, is much comfort and security in having a friend like that, especially when that friend is God and supreme ruler over all that exists in time and space and every other dimension.  “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”  Praise be to God!
Amen.
