In Touch
St Margaret’s Church, Burnage

Love Burnage, June 2016
How did Love Burnage begin?
It all dates back to April 2007 when Ian Thompson, Chris Hardy, Les Salter and myself attended a one day
course at Manchester Cathedral about reaching out to our community. The opening speaker was so
encouraging and motivating that we were all so excited about the very real possibilities of reaching out
to the people of Burnage through an innovative weekend of fun. When you have a community
weekend, he said, something will happen, God will act. Wow, we couldn't wait !
We little knew at that time what we were letting ourselves in for and how our initial ideas would grow
and grow.
There is no regular format for such weekends, we were told, they are not “off-the-peg”. Each one is
uniquely designed to suit our church, our congregation, our community.
It would be our role to identify our aim, whom we are trying to reach and why, and to draw in and excite
the congregation so that they own and support our plans.
Instructions Keep it simple
Keep it focussed
Keep the congregation involved
That was our challlenge.
' Love Burnage '. How did we arrive at the name ?
We drew on the expertise of Andrew Foulkes, Susan Stansfield and Jane Franklin and met to discuss our
aim, which we decided was to reach out to the community of Burnage to show the people that God loves
them. We would do this by giving them a great fun day that was absolutely free.
Why is it free, because it our love gift from the church to express God's love for the people of Burnage.
We hoped that in this way we would build brildges into the communilty, make St. Margaret's more
visible and sow seeds of love, in other words, God loves the people of Burnage and so do we.
In addition to the Fun Day, we have had access to schools to present Assemblies and through this and Art
projects,we have established good relationships with staff.
As a follow up to the Fun Day the START course was developed for people who expressed an interest in
exploring the basics of the Christian faith.
All of this would not be possible without the support of the Parochial Church Council and the funding
allocated by the church, although we always try to obtain grants to help. And of course, where would
we be without the stalwart work of the congregation who work tirelessly throughout the day?
It is wonderful, on the day, when we see all our plans coming to fruition and families enjoying
themselves.
I pray that our next Fun Day, on June 18th, will be just such a day and
that the people of Burnage will see God at work in the lives of the people
around them and want to know more about God's love for them.

Marjorie Edwards

Burnage Holiday Special for Older People
Are you over 55 and fancy a “Holiday at Home”? If so, then
Burnage Holiday Special for Older People is just right for
you! Organised by Christians Together In Burnage (CTIB), it
takes place in the Parish Centre of St Margaret's Church on
Burnage Lane from Monday July 25th to Friday July 29th
2016 from 10:30am to 4:00pm. The theme this year is
“Cherish our World” which gives us scope for lots of interesting activities and talks together with food, fun and
friendship.
Everything is free, including lunch except for the trip out to
Llandudno on the Thursday which is arranged for those
attending the event. All over 55 are welcome –come every
day or as often as you can manage. Put the date in your
diary and we look forward to seeing you then.
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Farewell , Ian and Jane

Members of St Margaret’s said farewell to Rector, Ian Thompson and his wife,
Jane, at a party in March. A “family tree” was presented with everyone’s fingerprint making up the leaves (see pic’ above).
We now await the appointment of a new rector.
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At

Members of St Margaret’s will pray for people in the following streets in the next 3 months

JUNE 2016
05/06/16
12/06/16
19/06/16
26/06/16
JULY 2016
03/07/16
10/07/16
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Thornfield Road, Sunnylea Ave, Briarlea
Gdns & Holcombe Gdns
Broadlea Road (Rosevale Ave to
Broadhill Rd)
Hovington Gdns, Woodlea Ave, Shawlea
Ave & Brookdene Rd
Broadhill Road

Kingsway (west side) Mauldeth Road to
Kingswood Road
Southbank Rd, Southlea Rd (from the
railway line to Kingsway),

17/07/16
24/07/16

31/07/16

AUG 2016
07/08/16
14/08/16
21/08/16
28/08/16

Kingsway Crescent, Woodbray Ave
Briarfield Rd (from the railway line to
Kingsway),
Northbank Gardens & Burnbray Ave
Kingsway (East side) Mauldeth Rd. to Barcicroft
Rd, & Ferndale Gdns.

Kingsway (East side), Grangethorpe Drive to
Mauldeth Rd.
Burnside Dr. & Astor Rd
Kingsway (West side), Burnage Park to
Grangethorpe Rd.
Grangethorpe Rd

You may know Jane from when she worked in a
local school....... But her association with abc has
nothing to do with that. Rather Adult, Babies and
Children...... Read on about Jane’s experience at
St Margaret’s toddler group:

Jane’s abc

I first went to ABC over 30 years ago when my
daughter, Angela, was very young. I went with a
neighbour to meet Alison, who later became
Angela's childminder. At that time it was held in
the old hall, which was a separate small building in
the current car park and was much the same as it is
today, run by volunteers who set up each Thursday
night and supervise on Friday.
When my husband began taking our granddaughter,
Poppy, I wondered what it would be like now after
so many years. I found out when I retired last year
and was able to take Poppy myself every week. I
think the only change is that it's in the new Parich
Centre and I'm much older. It still has the same
welcoming, friendly atmosphere. There are lots of
adults of all ages with even more children enjoying
themselves. With a great selection of games, toys
and dressing up clothes there's plenty to keep the
children entertained and the adults can chat and
make new friends. Each week there is a different
art project where the children can make a picture
which relates to the story told at the end of the
session. There's still tea, coffee and toast aplenty
for all. After tidy up time at 11.00 we gather round
for juice for the children, a story, some songs and
an occasional birthday celebration with a cake and
gift for the birthday boy or girl.
The volunteers are not there solely to look after the
children. If you feel you need to speak to someone
they will listen in confidence. There is a prayer box
near the signing in book.
At different times of the year there are extra
celebrations. At Christmas we have a Nativity
followed by a party and present, at Easter it's Easter
eggs and in Summer it's strawberries and cream
outside, if the weather is good. On the last day of
the summer term any children leaving to go to
primary school in September receive a gift and
leaving certificate.
You don't have to attend St Margaret's Church and
you'd be very welcome, to enjoy abc.
Jane Corrigan
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PARISH REGISTER
Baptisms
20th March 2016
Amiyah Renae Bell;
Navayah Grace Bell

Love heals. Love protects. Love builds up. And more change occurs with love than with criticism.

