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TITLE: What’s So Amazing about Grace?

TEXT: Ephe. 2:1-10; Jn. 10:1,7-9; Jn. 14:6; Jn 10:25-38; Jn. 17:20-23; Gal. 1:8-9; Ro. 5:8; Ro. 10:9-11

INTRODUCTION: The Hymn that we sang this morning, Amazing Grace, was written by a man named John Newton (1725-1807).

  John Newton left school at the age of 11 to begin a life as a rough and decadent seaman.  Eventually he engaged in the despicable practice of capturing natives from West Africa to be sold in slave markets around the world. He became a notorious slave trader.
 Then one day the grace of God put fear into the heart of this wicked slave trader through a fierce storm at sea.

 Greatly alarmed and fearful of shipwreck and death Newton began to read from a book called the “Imitation of Christ” by Thomas Kempis.

 God used this book to lead John Newton to a genuine conversion experience and a dramatic change in his way of life.

     After his conversion he was influenced greatly by men such as John and Charles Wesley and George Whitfield.

   John Newton left the slave trading business and went to seminary and at the age of 39 became an ordained minister for the Anglican Church in the little village of Onley, England.

  The genuineness of his conversion I think is expressed very well in the lyrics of this great hymn that he went on to write many years later….

Amazing grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see!

 There is a stanza of this hymn that is not in our hymnal… It goes….

“The Lord has promised good to me; His Word my hope secures; He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.

 Shortly before his death at the age of 82 in one of the last messages that he preached he is quoted as proclaiming in a loud voice:” My memory is nearly gone but two things I remember, that I am a great sinner and that Christ is a great Savior! What amazing grace! “

The more that I contemplate Grace, the more convinced I am that we can sum up the whole essence of the Christian Gospel in that one word…Grace!

 So just what is grace? Why is this grace so amazing?
khar'-ece
From G5463; graciousness of manner or act especially the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life; including gratitude):—acceptable, benefit, favour, gift, grace (-ious), joy liberality, pleasure, thank (-s, -worthy).
 Grace comes from the root word

khah'ee-ro (rejoice) We talked about a couple weeks ago…
A primary verb; to be full of “cheer”, that is, calmly happy or well off; be well, be glad, God speed, rejoice.
But grace is …..the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life; including gratitude):

Before we can understand just what grace is we may first need to see what it is not…

 Grace is not justice, because it is above fair. Grace is infinitely higher, more exalted, and more noble than fairness could ever be.
 Grace isn’t the same as love. Even though grace has love within it, not all love has grace in it.
  Some may say well isn’t grace the same as mercy.. Now we may be getting closer to the target but grace goes far beyond extending love just to someone who does not deserve it.

Ephesians 2:1 - 10 (NIV) 1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  2in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 
 3All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.  4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,  5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,  7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

 Grace goes far beyond mere justice, love or even mercy!

Grace is the total unmerited favor given to those who deserve disfavor! Grace is receiving everything good when what we deserve is everything bad!

3All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.  4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,  5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 
Paul goes on in verse 8

 8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast.  10For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Do you see just how amazing this grace of God is here?

8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God!

 Not even the faith by which we receive Gods amazing grace is from ourselves, but even the faith to embrace God’s Grace is a gift from God..
8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this ( faith As well as this grace is) not from yourselves, it is the gift of God!

So what does this tell us about this great and amazing grace that leads unto the very salvation of our souls?

 It is 100% God and 0% us!

8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 

10For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Grace is then something that we not only don’t deserve but we cannot earn it, buy it or steal it!

Many will try to earn this grace of salvation.  Well if I do this good work or that good work then God will approve of me and give me this grace.
 The problem with this concept is that good activity does not cancel out bad activity.
Scripture says that all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God!

Our good deeds do not cancel out our sinful deeds any more than if we would murder someone and then go out and save someone’s life who was drowning…
 It may be commendable that we saved someone’s life but that would not cancel out the crime of murder that we committed.
 No matter how much good that we would go on and do the fact remains that we are still a murderer and that the law dictates that our crime be paid for no matter how much good we may go on to do.
We have all transgressed Gods law and have become law breakers and no matter how much good we do we are still guilty of breaking the laws of God!

 Some will try to buy God’s Grace of Salvation..
Well, I will give to the needy or even tithe 12 ½ %!

Surly God will overlook my sin if I give generously!

These may be good and noble things to do but they will not buy grace…
 What would we call this in the natural world?
 If I commit a crime and then try to pay off the judge to get out from under the punishment of my crimes what would that be called?
 We would call it bribery and that in itself is a crime!

Yet how many will try to bribe God when it comes to the grace of Salvation?

Some will even try to steal their way into the kingdom of God.
John 10:1, 7-9(NIV) 1“I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber.

7…..“I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep…… 9I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 

1“I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber.

  This speaks of those who try to obtain the Grace of Salvation apart from coming through the gate of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
   There is a textbook on the Gospel of John written by William Barclay, a Scotsman. 

 In it he explained that Palestinian shepherds had a different way from Scottish shepherds of going about their work. A shepherd of Jesus' time used simple equipment:  a bag in which to carry his food, a slingshot with which he was extremely accurate, and the shepherd's rod or crook. In Palestine the shepherd often tended the same sheep for many years.

   The sheep knew the voice of their shepherd. At night the sheep were kept in a pen without a gate or door. The shepherds lay down to sleep in the opening. The shepherd was literally "the gate." 

 That was the point that Jesus was trying to make.  Only through Jesus, the good shepherd and the gate, do we find God’s grace, are saved, and are kept safely.

Trying to enter the sheep pen by any other means then coming through the gate of Christ is equated with robbery and theft.
“I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber.

 There are many religions in our world today, many within our own nation, who try to enter the sheep pen of God by a way other than Christ.
 Some will deceptively even use His name but they deny His deity.  They deny that He is the one and only God become flesh.
John 14:6 (NIV) 6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

John 10:25 - 30 (NIV) 25Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father’s name speak for me,  26but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.  
 27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  28I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.  29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.  30I and the Father are one.”

Jesus said: 30I and the Father are one!
One-   hice
a primary numeral; one:—the  one, only one!

Who is the only one who can give eternal life?

 Who is the only one that can forgive sin?

    Only God can do that!

Jesus said that He gives eternal life and that He forgives sin! He has said that He can do something that only thee one and only God of creation can do!

John 10:38 (NIV) 38….even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.”

I and the Father are one! We are the same thing!


 We are the one God!


John 17:20 - 23 (NIV) 20“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,  21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:  23I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

Any gospel that doesn’t preach the deity of Christ, that Jesus is the earthly incarnation of God, God become flesh, is preaching a false gospel that has its origin straight out of the pits of hell.
 I don’t care how good the presenters of these false gospels may look or how good and moral their commercials may seem to be, they are a deceived people who are trying to prorogate their deception and their end, as well as the end of all who buy into it will be eternity in the lake of fire…
 Galatians 1:8 - 9 (NIV) 8But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!  9As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!

Don’t ever let anyone try to persuade you of a watered down version of Jesus! That Jesus is anything other than the one and only God who left Heaven behind to come down and pay the price of your and my sins and offer you and I His amazing grace of salvation!
 We don’t deserve God’s Grace; we can never earn it, buy it or steal it!

 So if we don’t deserve it, can’t earn, buy or steal it, how can we ever hope to obtain this amazing grace of God?

The only way that we can get this amazing grace is to simply receive it and receive it by a faith that we don’t possess unless God first gives it to us!

 It is 0% us and 100% God!

It was 1944, and Bert Frizen was an infantryman on the front lines in Europe. 

 American forces had advanced in the face of intermittent shelling and small-arms fire throughout the morning hours, but now all was quiet. His patrol reached the edge of a wooded area with an open field before them. Unknown to the Americans, a battery of Germans waited in a hedgerow about two hundred yards across the field. 

   Bert was one of two scouts who moved out into the clearing. Once he was halfway across the field, the remainder of his battalion followed. Suddenly the Germans opened fire, and machine gun fire ripped into both of Bert's legs. The American battalion withdrew back into the woods for protection, while a rapid exchange of fire continued. 

   Bert lay helplessly in a small stream as shots volleyed overhead. There seemed to be no way out. To make matters worse, he now noticed that a German soldier was crawling toward him. Death appeared imminent; he closed his eyes and waited. To his surprise, a considerable period passed without the expected attack, so he ventured opening his eyes again. He was startled to see the German kneeling at his side, smiling. He then noticed that the shooting had stopped. Troops from both sides of the battlefield watched anxiously. Without any verbal exchange, this mysterious German reached down to lift Bert in his arms and proceeded to carry him to the safety of Bert's comrades. 

   Having accomplished his self-appointed mission, and still without speaking a word, the German soldier turned and walked back across the field to his own troop. No one dared break the silence of this sacred moment. Moments later the cease-fire ended, but not before all those present had witnessed how one man risked everything for his enemy. 

   Bert's life was saved through the compassion of a man whom he considered his enemy. 

This courageous act pictures in a small way what Jesus did for us.

Romans 5:8 (NIV) 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

8But God demonstrated his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
 We didn’t deserve God grace, we could do nothing to earn it, we could never hope to amass enough money to buy it, even if we had all the money in the world it would not be nearly enough to pay the price for what Jesus did for you and I on the cross of Calvary!

 We certainly cannot steal it..
The only way that we can ever hope to obtain it is to simply open our hearts to receive it.
Open our hearts by receiving Jesus as the Lord and Savior of our life.
We do that by humbling ourselves before Him. Recognizing that we are the sinner that He came to give His life for, and so we sorrow for our sin, ask His forgiveness, and then surrender control of our life to Him.
This is exactly what the Apostle Paul is talking about in:

 Romans 10:9 - 11 (NIV) 9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.  11As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”

And that is what is so amazing about this Grace…
We all have sinned against the one and only God of creation and it was this same God who came in the flesh, paid the price for our sins, died in our place, and then offers us forgiveness and complete restoration of relationship and fellowship with Himself.
The one sinned against paying the penalty and price for the ones who have sinned against Him and then offering them restoration of relationship and fellowship with Himself.

That is an amazing Grace!
 Lewis Smedes said: Why do we call grace amazing? Grace is amazing because it works against the grain of common sense. 

 Hard-nosed common sense will tell you that you are too wrong to meet the standards of a holy God; pardoning grace tells you that it's all right in spite of so much in you that is wrong. 

   Realistic common sense tells you that you are too weak, too harassed, and too human to change for the better; grace gives you power to send you on the way to being a better person. 

 Plain common sense may tell you that you are caught in a rut of fate or futility; grace promises that you can trust God to have a better tomorrow for you than the day you have made for yourself. 

Church, this morning, There are two things that I am 100% sure of…

I am a great sinner and Christ is a greater Savior!

 How has this amazing grace influenced your life this morning?

 You don’t deserve it! You can never earn it, buy it or steal it!

 But have you, in the faith that God has provided you, simply received it?

 If you have it is a grace too amazing to keep to yourself but it needs to be shared with others…
If you have never yet received it then why not let God make His Grace amazing to you this morning by accepting this amazing grace for your own life by asking Jesus in to be your Lord and Savior?

