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TITLE: The Gift of Forgiveness

TEXT: Ps. 51:1-4, 7-13; Ps, 130:1-8; Mt. 18:21-35; Ps. 103:12;

Heb. 10:16-17; Mt. 6:9-15; Ephe. 4:22

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the gift of forgiveness. Do you realize that forgiveness is a gift of God? To understand and really appreciate this gift requires a deep examination of God and a deep examination of self on our part.

I don’t know that anyone understood the gift of forgiveness the way that King David did…

 Favored by God David is spared by God when King Saul is trying to take David’s life and then David is made king over all Israel to rule in Saul’s place.

David has a real heart to serve God and is even today the most revered King that ever sat on the thrown of Israel..

David, in the pages of Scripture, is described by God as a man after Gods own heart, but we know he was far from a perfect man.

David sinned grievously.  At a time when Kings go out to war David stayed in Jerusalem….

With too much free time on his hands and placing himself in a place he shouldn’t have been David falls hard.
He has an adulterous affair with Bathsheba, the wife of one his junior officers and when she gets pregnant he tries to cover up his indiscretion and when that fails he has Uriah, the woman’s husband killed…..

Guilt settled in like a thick fog. David has sinned horribly against God by taking another man’s wife, and then committing murder making sure that his actions remained undiscovered.

Then when it appeared that the cost was clear, he breathed a sigh of relief. That is when God sent the prophet Nathan to awaken David’s conscience.

Crushed and broken in spirit, David threw himself to his knees, and begged God’s forgiveness.
   Armed only with a broken and contrite heart, the fallen David approached the Lord.  His prayer is recorded in:

Psalms 51:1-4 ( NIV ) 1    Have mercy on me, O God, 

    according to your unfailing love;
    according to your great compassion
    blot out my transgressions.
2    Wash away all my iniquity
    and cleanse me from my sin.
3    For I know my transgressions,
    and my sin is always before me.
4    Against you, you only, have I sinned
    and done what is evil in your sight,
    so that you are proved right when you speak
    and justified when you judge.

Here we see the full weight of David’s sin come upon him.
I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.
Then we see David reaching out for the gift of forgiveness…

Psalms 51:7-13 ( NIV ) 7    Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.
8    Let me hear joy and gladness;
    let the bones you have crushed rejoice.
9    Hide your face from my sins
    and blot out all my iniquity.
10    Create in me a pure heart, O God,
    and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
11    Do not cast me from your presence
    or take your Holy Spirit from me.
12    Restore to me the joy of your salvation
    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
13    Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
    and sinners will turn back to you.
 After asking God for a clean heart David boldly stated his belief that God can and will restore him. 

  Not only did God forgive, but He continued to actively use David.

  In spite of his guilt and shame, David’s failures did not exclude him from serving his Lord. Because God forgave him he was able to forgive himself.

David understood that forgiveness was a gift of God.
He didn’t deserve to be forgiven for what he had done and he knew could never earn that forgiveness!

The only thing that he could do was embrace and recieve the forgiveness that God so freely offered.
David grew in his understanding of this gift of forgiveness.

Later in his life David says this in:

Psalms 130:1-8 ( NIV ) 1    Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 

2    O Lord, hear my voice.
    Let your ears be attentive
    to my cry for mercy.
3    If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins,
    O Lord, who could stand?
4    But with you there is forgiveness;
    therefore you are feared.
5    I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
    and in his word I put my hope.
6    My soul waits for the Lord
    more than watchmen wait for the morning,
    more than watchmen wait for the morning.
7    O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,
    for with the LORD is unfailing love
    and with him is full redemption.
8    He himself will redeem Israel
    from all their sins. 

   If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
    But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.
The word that David uses for feared here is:
yaw-ray'
A primitive root; to fear; morally to revere; (be held in reverence!

   If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
    But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are (revered).

To really understand the gift of forgiveness we need to first truly understand the opposite---un-forgiveness.

Sometimes even well-meaning believers proclaim that their anger is “righteous indignation”. 

They may even note that Jesus Himself turned over the tables of the money changers in the temple and often rebuked the religious leaders of His day.

Jesus was perfect however and we are not.

The problem with our anger and indignation is that we often let it ferment until it spoils our hearts!

When someone sins against us, wrongs us in some way, it can be tempting to raise our eyebrows and tug our symbolic priestly robes, and esteem ourselves better than our oppressor.

All too often, we actually worsen the situation by letting a wrong done to us simmer for long periods of time.

 When we do this it is like buying some beautifully ripe fruit at the store and taking it home and putting it in a bowl on the table and leaving it there for a month.

 What was once vibrant and perfectly conditioned becomes bitter and rotten if left to ferment!

Forgiveness is God’s gift to us through the shed blood of His Son, Jesus Christ. He expects us, in turn, to share this gift with those who may sin against us. 

It is truly a gift that is meant to keep on giving!

 I have actually witnessed un-forgiveness destroy a marriage.

 Several years ago I counseled a couple who were having some serious problems in their marriage and ended up divorced.

 But I can remember in my counseling with them the wife had a memory like an elephant! I don’t know if that saying came about because an elephant does have an exceptional memory or if it is just a comparison to their size but this woman had a good memory!

In the heat of one exchange she listed off offenses and dates they were made---some going back 10 or more years!

 The man was I believe completely oblivious to most of them! Not only didn’t he remember them now but very well might not have 5 minutes after they happened.

As I listened none of them individually were really all that big of a deal…We were not talking about marital unfaithfulness or physical abuses or any other quote-unquote big things that can come against a marriage but a whole lot of seemingly little things!

But they piled up and accumulated until they became a big thing!

And as I observed what I discovered was that this lady was suffering greatly because of all of this, but it was mostly self-inflicted pain!

All of our lives, we have heard the old adage, “time heals all wounds”.

While this rings true occasionally, it is certainly not an all-encompassing rule.  

There are times when we can actually subvert the effectiveness of time to heal our wounds. Moreover, we can actually work against the power of God to heal our hurts!

When we allow un-forgiven hurts to dominate our lives, we are in affect saying, I do not want to be free from this pain!

I want to keep it, feed upon  it, nurse it and help it to grow!

 Then when the time is right I will thrust this pain upon the other person hoping to bring misery upon them as well.

More than likely we would never come right out and state these intentions, but the effect is the same: We refuse to forgive and therefore we experience the pain anew every day…..

I don’t intend to oversimplify this because relationships are anything but simple, but the problems that this couple were having were for the most part self-inflicted.  A forgiving heart would have not just saved their marriage but had the capacity to make them giants for the kingdom of God!

Both of them were very likeable and outgoing people who God could have used in a mighty way….

He still can---but the choice is still up to them!

Folks, God’s gift of forgiveness is not just for us to receive but JUST AS IMPORTANTLY for us to administer to others as well! 

I believe that we all have struggled or struggle with forgiveness..
The early disciples did!
 Matthew 18:21-35 ( NIV ) 21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?” 

22Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

I love Peter! Peter was a real guys guy! Brash! Tough!

Outspoken! Often finding his foot in his mouth! Many times saying the wrong thing at the wrong time.
 How many guys can identify with Peter?

 Peter approaches the Lord with a question about forgiveness. I believe that he expects the Lord to commend him when he says:

 “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?” 

 I imagine Peter is expecting Jesus to say something like Wow Peter you are a real spiritual guy! Yes, 7 times is about right for a guy as spiritual as you!

 Can’t you just see Peter’s mouth drop open when Jesus says: I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

Whenever Jesus wanted to make a point stick because of its importance He would  always reinforce His teaching with a parable…He does so here…

Mt. 18:23“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.  24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents£ was brought to him.  25Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.

26“The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’  27The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.

28“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii.£ He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.

29“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’

30“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt.  

31When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened.
32“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.  33Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’  34In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.

35“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.” 

As Christians, we celebrate that God has chosen not only to forgive our sins but to absolutely forget them as well!

  Psalms 103:12 ( NKJV ) 12    As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.


Hebrews 10:16-17 ( NIV ) 16    “This is the covenant I will make with them  after that time, says the Lord.    I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.”
 “Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.”
When God forgives us our sins and failures are totally removed! They are all gone---never to be seen, thought of, or heard from ever again!

In Matthew chapter 6 Jesus teaches us how to pray and we all know and are familiar with that prayer….


Matthew 6:9-13 ( NIV ) 9“This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,10    your kingdom come,  your will be done  on earth as it is in heaven.11    Give us today our daily bread.12    Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13    And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from the evil one.

What is interesting is that after teaching us this prayer Jesus goes on to only expand upon one part of this prayer and that is the part about forgiveness!

Matthew 6:14-15 ( NIV ) 14For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  15But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

Here is a fact….No matter how saved we are if we are not forgiving of others, if we still hold on to wrongs done against us, we will never completely feel and experience the forgiveness of God!

There will always remain an uneasy feeling in the back of our mind about our own forgiveness.
We may be able to muddle along as a Christian but it will not be in the freedom, and power and joy that God intends for us.

Ephesians 4:32 ( NIV ) 32Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
 Forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

 How is it that God has forgiven us in Christ Jesus?

TOTALLY—COMPLETELY—WITH NO STRINGS ATTACHED!

Our sins are as far removed from His sight as East is from West…Our sins are buried in the depths of the deepest sea---God remembers them no more!

And we are to forgive in the same manner!
Forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

Forgiveness is a gift of God!  It is a twofold gift…

It is a gift that we can receive for ourselves and it is a gift to then be passed on to others once that we do!

Forgiveness is what sets the captive free!
 There are far too many Christians today living their lives still under the burden and bondage of sin…. And that sin that still has them in bondage is the sin of an unforgiving heart…
  The sin of not forgiving others as we have been forgiven by God.
And the sad reality is that the person that is hurt the most by un-forgiveness is the one who harbors it!

Just by percentages I would say that there is someone here this morning that has not been totally set free from your bondage to sin and that being because you are still holding on to some wrong that has been done to you…and because of that you have trouble fully experiencing your own forgiveness by God.

So as the old saying goes, why not bury the hatchet this morning.

There is only one way to really do that and that is to bury it with the handle down.

Many times we say we have forgiven, we have buried the hatchet but we do so with the handle facing up and sticking out of the ground so we can go back and grab it whenever we want.

God’s forgiveness that we are to pass on once we receive it is to bury the hatchet handle down so that we cannot retrieve it again……

If we really want to experience the joy and peace and power of God’s free gift of forgiveness then we must pass that gift on….

 Forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave us.
Are you experiencing all the freedom, peace and joy of your forgiveness by God this morning?

If not is there someone that you need to forgive to set you free to experience that freedom and joy and power that God has for you?
