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TITLE: Accountability

TEXT: Gen 3:6-12, 3:2-3; Pr. 5:21; Ro. 14:12; Lk. 19:11-27;

Mt. 12:36; Rev. 20:11-15; Pr. 27:17; James 4:17

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about accountability. God, in His sovereign design of us, has created us to be accountable beings.

  Yet accountability is something that all of us really struggle with isn’t it?

  None of us really want to be held accountable do we? 

  This lack of accountability goes clear back to the Garden of Eden with original sin.  Actually among the first manifestations of sin was a lack of wanting to be held accountable for it.
Let’s go back to the first time man disobeyed God and sinned….

 Genesis 3:6-12 ( NIV ) 6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  9But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”
10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”
11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”
12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”

 The first consequence of sin for man was that he felt shame because of the realization of his nakedness after his eyes were opened to evil.
 The second manifestation of his sin was that he would not take responsibility for his actions. He refused to be accountable….
12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”

 Here is the thing…Adam was created before Eve and Adam was probably given the command to not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil before Eve was even created from the bones of his flesh.

 Yet Eve knew the command for she said to the serpent:

  Genesis 3:2-3 ( NIV ) 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,  3but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”
 Eve knew the command probably only because Adam had told her.
Plus Adam was right there with Eve when she took and ate of the forbidden fruit..
 Adam could have kept her from eating or he could have refused to eat himself….

 But he didn’t…. Yet when confronted by God how does Adam respond?

“The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”

 Who did Adam blame here? The woman secondly but he blamed God primarily…..

The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”

 The implication being; God if you would have not given me this woman this would never have happened!

 Man has always struggled with accountability. We all have. We all do.
There is a verse of Scripture in proverbs that I believe is there to help us in this area of our life, the area of our accountability to God…

 Proverbs 5:21 ( NIV ) 21    For a man’s ways are in full view of the LORD,  and he examines all his paths.

 Conceder the fact revealed in this Scripture…
 Nothing will so radically alter our perspective as the knowledge of this truth--  For a man’s ways are in full view of the LORD,  and he examines all his paths.
This is a truth that the Apostles Paul understood that led him to this conclusion in: 

Romans 14:12 ( NIV ) 12So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.

 Jesus illustrated this principle of personal accountability before God in several parables.

One such parable is found in:

 Luke 19:11-27 ( NIV ) 11While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once.  12He said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return.  13So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas.  ‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’ 

14“But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t want this man to be our king.’

15“He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it.

16“The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’

17“‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.’

18“The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’

19“His master answered, ‘You take charge of five cities.’

20“Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth.  21I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not sow.’

22“His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow?  23Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with interest?’

24“Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten minas.’

25“‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’

26“He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what he has will be taken away.  
There are many lessons that could be gleaned from this parable of Jesus but the one principle that stands out to me is that of accountability…

 We will all be held accountable for what God has given us..
  This is not just talking about accountability in the blessings God has blessed us with, but accountability with the very life that we live, as it too is a blessing from God. Our very life is accountable to Him.

The point is, we are not left on this planet as unobserved, unaccountable masters of our own selves.
  We are seen and observed!

 We are all accountable to our creator and we will all one day stand before Him and have to explain what we have done and what we have left undone.
Jesus even speaks of the degree of our accountability before Him in:

 Matthew 12:36 ( NIV ) 36But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. 

 One day each of us will have to give an account to God and explain the discrepancy between the resources that we have been given and the resources that we have used.
 We will one day have to give an account to God for the personal giftedness He has given us and how we have or have not administered that giftedness into our world.
 One day we will have to give an account to God for what we have personally done or not done with the Gospel message we have been given to share.
 Jesus even says that one day we will have to give an account to God for even every careless word that we have spoken.
 This can be a frightening thought but I don’t believe that God has meant to frighten us by it, but to motivate us to do all that we can do and be all that we can be for Him.
 I believe that Scripture speaks of two judgments at the end of the age.

 One judgment is for the unsaved. All those who have never come to accept Jesus as Lord and Savior of their life.

 Another judgment for believers…

 In speaking of the great white throne judgment in Rev. 20 Scripture says this….

 Revelation 20:11-15 ( NIV ) 11Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.  12And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.  13The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done.  14Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.  15If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

 I actually see two judgments here-One for the unsaved and one for the saved. 

12And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 
 Here we seem to have two sets of books for two separate judgments.
This could work one of a couple ways as I understand this…

#1. the dead that are judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books (plural) are just the unsaved of this world and the saved are those whose name are written in the book (singular) The lambs book of life.

OR
#2 all of us, saved and unsaved, will be judged according to what we have done as written in the books (plural). But if our name is written in the book of life as well then even though we are still judged by what we have done we will be spared its consequence because of the blood of Christ that we have applied to our life..
13The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done.  14Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.  15If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

 As a Christian, before this accounting, before this judgment, we have already been given assurance of forgiveness in Christ.
 Those who have never accepted Christ and don’t have that assurance should fear this judgment because after being found guilty they will be cast into the like of fire.
 What meaning then does this judgment have for us as Christians?

 I think it is sobering in spite of our salvation..
 On that day when we stand before the judgment seat of God I believe that we will be given the full understanding that we had the literal power of Christ living and working within us and an acute awareness that we did so little with it!

 We will still gain entrance into Gods eternal kingdom but I believe that, at least in that moment, the full weight of just how little we have really done for Him in contrast to how much He has done for us will fall upon us like a ton of bricks.
 The point is, whether saved or unsaved, we are all accountable to God.
For a man’s ways are in full view of the LORD,  and he examines all his paths.

These words are not for judgment but they are for encouragement.
 God gives them to stir us up! To prompt us to live with the understanding of whose we are and why we were made.
 For a man’s ways are in full view of the LORD,  and he examines all his paths.

 Now if we do bad things or things contrary to Gods will then this thought might be, probably will be, troubling to us and bring a since of condemnation…

  And that is a good thing if it causes us to reflect upon what we are doing wrong and change direction to start doing what is right.

 But this verse takes on a whole other dimension if we are struggling or going through trial or tribulation or difficulty in our life.

For a man’s ways are in full view of the LORD,  and he examines all his paths.

 It can be just as encouraging to know that no matter what we may be going through God knows, God sees and God cares! That our ways are in the full view of the Lord.

To help us in our accountability to God, God has given us each other to help us in this area of accountability.

As Christians we are also accountable to one another!

Solomon gives us this Godly insight in:

Proverbs 27:17 ( NIV ) 17    As iron sharpens iron, 

    so one man sharpens another.

 All of us could benefit from an accountability partner.

Someone who cares enough to hold us accountable in life.

 It can be your wife or husband, someone within your Church or a Christian friend who you respect.

Pastor Bill Hybels shares this experience…
   One evening I stopped by the church just to encourage those who were there rehearsing for the spring musical. I didn't intend to stay long, so I parked my car next to the entrance. After a few minutes, I ran back to my car and drove home. 

   The next morning I found a note in my office mailbox. It read: "A small thing, but Tuesday night when you came to rehearsal, you parked in the 'No Parking' area. A reaction from one of my crew (who did not recognize you until after you got out of the car) was, 'There's another jerk parking in the "No Parking" area!' We try hard not to allow people--even workers--to park anywhere other than the parking lots. I would appreciate your cooperation, too." It was signed by a member of our maintenance staff. 

   I'm sorry to report this staff member is no longer with us. He was late coming back for lunch the next day, and we had to let him go. You have to draw the line somewhere. ... 

   No, I'm kidding. Actually he's still very much with us, and his stock went up in my book because he had the courage to write me about what could have been a slippage in my character. 

   And he was right on the mark. As I drove up that night, I had thought, "I shouldn't park here, but after all, I am the pastor." That translates: I'm an exception to the rules. But that employee wouldn't allow me to sneak down the road labeled "I'm an exception." 

   I'm not the exception to church rules, nor am I the exception to sexual rules or financial rules or any of God's rules. As a leader, I am not an exception; I'm to be the example. 

According to Scripture, I am to live in such a way that I can say, "Follow me. Park where I park. Live as I live." 

   That's why we all need people like my staff member to hold us accountable in even the small matters. Because when we keep the minor matters in line, we don't stumble over the larger ones. 

   Just when I was starting to think, "I'm an exception," somebody on our staff cared enough to say, "Don't do it, Bill, not even in one small area." That's love. 

 Accountability is something that we have to allow in our lives, No one can make us be accountable.
Others may hold us accountable but they cannot make us accountable.
Oswald Chambers said:

  The essence of sin is the refusal to recognize that we are accountable to God at all. 

   James 4:17 (NIV) 17Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins. 
 Placing ourselves into accountability to God and to one another is doing the good that we ought to do.
When we don’t do it then it can become sin in our life.

God will hold all of us accountable but the question is will we make or allow ourselves to be accountable to Him?
For He needs to be our primary accountability partner..
This morning, have you made yourself, allowed yourself, to be accountable to God?

For a man’s ways are in full view of the LORD,  and he examines all his paths.


