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TITLE: TIME
TEXT:  Ps. 90:12; Eccl. 3:1-8; Gen. 1:14-15; Job 14:5;
Gen. 6:3; Ps. 39:4-5, 102:3; Job 7:1-4. 8:9; Ps. 144:4; Col.4:5
INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about time, especially time as a commodity. 

Have you ever thought of time as a commodity? 
 The definition of commodity is:

  2 a : something useful or valued 
4  a good or service whose wide availability typically leads to smaller profit margins and diminishes the importance of factors other than price.
 In viewing time as a commodity, seeing it as something useful but its wide availability typically diminishes the importance of it.
  But here is the thing---how we view time will be largely determined by how much of it we perceive we have left.  
When I was 20 years old time was something that I felt I had so much of that I never really thought about it ever running out.

 At 60, time has become more precious of a commodity to me.
I ran across some interesting statistics recently..

  American adults watch television five times more than they read. 
  Studies from the University of Maryland and the California Air Resource Board reveal that 18- to 64-year-olds spend, on average, their minutes each day: Sleeping...461; Working...211;Watching TV...121;
Doing Housework...101; Traveling...78; Eating...69; 
Socializing...48; Recreation..31; Caring for children...28; 
Dressing...28; Washing, grooming...25; Reading...24; 
Conversing...24; Thinking or relaxing...9
Significantly, perhaps, worship and devotional activities did not appear in the studies.
Psalms 90:12(NIV) 
12 Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
Teach==yaw-dah' A primitive root; to know (properly to ascertain by seeing);—  acknowledge, be acquainted with, be aware, comprehend, consider, discern, discover, have [knowledge], (be, make, make to be, make self) known, regard, have respect, understand, have [understanding.
Number==maw-naw' A primitive root; properly to weigh out; by implication to allot or constitute officially; also to enumerate or enroll:—appoint, count, number, prepare, set, tell.
Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

 Lord, help us to ascertain by seeing the importance of the time you have allotted to us and help us to use it wisely…
 In Scripture possibly no one had a better understanding of time as a commodity than King Solomon.
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8(NIV) 
1 There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: 
2 a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
3 a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, 
4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
5 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain, 
6 a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
7 a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
8 a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven…

—John Boykin once said:
Time is life—nothing more, nothing less. The way you spend your hours and your days is the way you spend your life.
The German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer said, “Ordinary people think merely how they shall spend their time; a man of intellect tries to use it.”

Edward Young (1683-1765), once said: Time wasted,” “is existence. Time used is life.”
 Clear back in the beginning God created time.
Genesis 1:14-15(NIV) 
14And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years…
Man was created as a dimensional creature. We live in the dimension of time and space and everything that we do is measure by those two dimensions--time and space.

 God created time as a marker for man. 

 Within time we have seconds, minutes, hour’s, days, weeks, months, years, decades, centuries and millenniums. 
 Everything that we do is measured by these two things—time and space.

  Our life is lived in increments of time …

Example.

 When did you last see john? Yesterday at around 7:00 pm.

 How long did it take you to get here?  20 minutes..

 When did you get your drivers license? 1968—4 ½ decades ago.

  How long will it take you to get to Bourbonnais? About 5 ½ hours. ( Bears Training camp)
  How long have you have that bump on your nose? About 2 months…..

Everything that we do is regulated by time.

 Time is a commodity and we have all been allotted a certain amount of it.

 Job 14:5(NIV) 
5 Man’s days are determined; you have decreed the number of his months and have set limits he cannot exceed.
God has given each of us a predetermined amount of time.
 When I say predetermined I mean that God knows the number of days that we will be on this earth because He resides outside of the dimension of time and space so He sees our life from beginning to end at a glance.

 He sees the individual choices that we make that may shorten or lengthen our life. He sees the tragedy that may befall us or the tragedy adverted.

  He knows the number of our days and He has set limits that can not be exceeded….
Genesis 6:3(NIV) 
3Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years.”
Because of the depravity of sin, after the flood God reduces the number of years man can live from an average of 800 years or so to a limit of 120 years.   
 There have been a few claims of people in recent history living past 120 but I don’t know how well the documentations are to prove it.

 But it would be extremely rare if at all.
 Gods’ word deals a lot with the subject of time, especially time as it relates to the days of our life on earth.
Psalms 39:4-5(NIV) 
4 “Show me, O LORD, my life’s end and the number of my days; let me know how fleeting is my life. 
5 You have made my days a mere handbreadth; the span of my years is as nothing before you. Each man’s life is but a breath. 
Psalms 102:3(NIV) 
3 For my days vanish like smoke; my bones burn like glowing embers.

How can someone who may live 120 years be considered to be but as a breath or a puff of smoke?

 Just put it into comparison with eternity! With forever!


From our perspective 120 years may seem like an extremely long life but from God’s perspective, which is eternal, 120 years is but a breath.

 When you think about it our perception of time is really pretty amazing.

  Have you ever wondered why our perception of time often changes?

Example: Whenever I have had to wait 2 weeks for a surgery the time seems to go extremely, sometimes, agonizingly, slow.

 When I am on vacation the same time period, 2 weeks, seems to go extremely fast.

 Yet both contain the exact same amount of minutes….

Time seems to crawl through difficulty while fly by when having a good time.

 We have no better illustration than that of Job….
Job 7:1-4(NIV) 
1 “Does not man have hard service on earth? Are not his days like those of a hired man? 
2 Like a slave longing for the evening shadows, or a hired man waiting eagerly for his wages, 
3 so I have been allotted months of futility, and nights of misery have been assigned to me. 
4 When I lie down I think, ‘How long before I get up?’ The night drags on, and I toss till dawn. 
When going through a difficult time, time seems to crawl, but often looking back upon life perspective changes…

Job 8:9(NIV) 
9 for we were born only yesterday and know nothing, and our days on earth are but a shadow.

Psalms 144:4(NIV) 
4 Man is like a breath; his days are like a fleeting shadow.
Because of times fleeting nature we are to ask God to:
Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
Teach us to number our days aright
I like how the Living Bibles reads..


Psalms 90:12(TLB) 
12Teach us to number our days and recognize how few they are; help us to spend them as we should.
 A good test to see if we are numbering our days aright, using them wisely, is to think about if we found out we only had 30 days to live how may that change how we would use our time….
 Think about that for a few moments?  You have just been to the doctor and were told to get your affairs in order because you have, at most, 30 days left to live?

 How might that effect how you use your remaining time?

 Would it change how you allocate your time?
  I have never heard a man or woman on their deathbed say, you know, I wish I would have spent more time at the office, or more time watching TV or more time shopping…. 
As Christians how should we view time?
Donald W. McCullough once wrote:

 Philip Yancey tells of a painting in the Prado Museum in Spain by Hans Baldung titled “The Stages of Life with Death.”
  On the ground is a newborn baby. The baby is surrounded by three elongated figures. In the left of the painting is a beautiful young woman—nearly nude, alabaster skin, hair flowing down her back, the perfect picture of classical beauty.
Next to her in the middle is an old hag, a shriveled old woman with a hard, angular, mean-looking face. With one arm she is reaching out and grabbing the shoulder of the beautiful young girl, and with a sneer she is pulling her toward herself. 
With her other arm she is interlocked with a third person, a creature—man or woman you cannot tell, for all features have been melted down into a rotting corpse—holding an hourglass.
 There it is—birth, youth, old age, lived in the presence of death.
We all live in the presence of death, but what things have we put off because we have forgotten the reality of death? So teach us to number our days, that we may get a heart of wisdom. Teach us to number our days, so that we will not fail the time in which we have been placed, so that we do not unwittingly aid the Enemy in the ruination of our souls.
An unknown author once said:
Where did we come up with this concept of “spare time,” anyway? Is there any time for which we aren’t accountable to God? Is there any time during which God doesn’t care what you are doing?
 No Christian has ever had spare time. You may have spare time from labor or necessity, you may stop working and refresh yourself, but no Christian ever had time off from living like a Christian.
 From a Christian perspective there is really no such thing as spare time, time when we are not accountable to God for the minutes He gives us.
 Just look at the life of Jesus…He lived His entire life on earth “redeeming the time” that He had.
  Even when it appears He may be sitting back relaxing He is ministering the Gospel of grace to others…

 Relaxing at the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus Jesus is taking the time to feed His sheep.

  Sitting back reclining at the last supper He is preparing His disciples for His upcoming death and departure from this world.

 Taking a leisurely walk with His friends He is sharing about Gods Kingdom….

Jesus understood the importance and significance of time and never wasted a minute of it….
One night Canon Hay Aitken preached to a large audience in Bristol, England, on the text, “You must be born again.” There in the congregation was a brilliant young man named Horatio Bottomly. 
He listened intently. He heard the preacher at the end of the sermon call all who were there to trust in the grace of Christ and to commit their lives to Jesus Christ, and he knew the call was addressed to him, too. He was deeply moved, but he said, “Not now, I’ll run my own life.” And he did.
He made a fortune and a name for himself as the champion of the people’s rights. He was a lawyer; he exposed swindlers and prosecuted criminals with great vigor. 
When Bottomly was 63 years of age, this one who had exposed the crimes of others was himself convicted of a crime and sentenced to seven years in prison.
While he was there, another man visited him and asked to pray with him. Bottomly said that would be fine, and in the course of the conversation, the other man told his story. He said, “Yes, many years ago, I was in Bristol, and I heard a preacher, Canon Hay Aitken, preach on the text: You must be born again. I was so deeply moved that I committed my life to Christ, and ever since then, Christ has been my all in all.”
Bottomly was silent for some time, and then he said, “I, too, heard that searching message. I, too, was deeply moved. I knew my need of Christ, but I rejected him.” And then he said remorsefully, “A life without God is a wasted life.”
I believe Gods wants us to invest our time not merely spend it….

Time spent is time wasted and gone forever….
Time invested will reap a reward. 

Invest time with your family and you will be rewarded with a good family relationship.

Invest your time in serving God and you will be rewarded with an eternity in Gods glorious kingdom where time will become irrelevant because time will never end-never run out….

Time given to others is time invested…especially time given to the Lord….
Colossians 4:5 (NKJV) 
5Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 

We are to redeem the time….
The Greek word for redeem is:
ex-ag-or-ad'-zo 

to rescue from loss
How do we rescue from loss the time that we may have left?   Use it in the service of our God…one way that we do that is by---Walking in wisdom toward those who are outside---walk in wisdom toward those who are outside of Christ, those who are lost and separated from God by their sins…
 As a believer the way that we walk in wisdom toward those who are outside is to live a Christ-like life in front of them, always ready to give the reason for the hope that we have—always ready to share the Gospel message of Jesus Christ with them….

 As we live our life in this way we will find that our time is not being merely spent but it is being invested and it will one day reap the reward of an eternity of time in Gods glorious presence.

These words were found on an old sundial:
Haste traveler! The Sun is sinking now.
He shall return again—but never thou.

So this morning what is your perspective of time?

 Will the time you have left be merely spent or will you invest it?
Will we allow God to Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

