What To Do If You're a Victim
If you're a victim of identity theft, the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) recommends that you do the following:

* Contact the fraud department of the three major credit
bureaus to place a fraud alert on your credit file. The
fraud alert requests creditors to contact you before
opening any new accounts or making any changes to
your existing accounts.

* Close the accounts that you know or believe have been
tampered with or opened fraudulently. Use the ID Theft
Affidavit (available on the FTC website and accepted by
the three major credit bureaus) when disputing new
unauthorized accounts.

« File a police report. Get a copy of the report to submit
to your creditors and others who may require proof of
the crime.

* File your complaint with the FTC at
www.consumer.gov/idtheft. The FTC maintains a database
of identity theft cases used by law enforcement agencies
for investigations. Filing a complaint also helps the
agency learn more about identity theft and the problems
victims are having so that it can better assist you.

Crime Prevention Tips From

NATIONAL CRIME PREVENTION COUNCIL
1000 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Thirteenth Floor
Washington, DC 20036-5325
202-466-6272
www.ncpc.org

and

Bureau of Justice Assistance
Office of Justice Programs m U.S. Department of Justice

The National Citizens’ Crime Prevention Campaign, sponsored by the Crime
Prevention Coalition of America, is substantially funded by the Bureau of Justice
Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.
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