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People who need home care in Carmarthenshire will not suffer through any changes being proposed, council chiefs stressed today.

http://www.carmarthenshire.gov.uk/English/news/Pages/Homecare.aspx
And around 100 more people will be able to receive the care they need by increasing the use of the private sector to provide the service.

No staff who currently provide the council’s in-house service will lose their jobs and standards and working conditions will remain the same.

Social care bosses have spoken out to answer concerns and correct misinformation surrounding the plans to gradually increase private sector provision for home care.

The move is being proposed in order to meet increasing demand from an ageing population and to provide a value-for-money service.

Social care executive board member Cllr Kevin Madge said: “I can categorically say we are not planning any staff redundancies, or changes to their pay or working conditions. The accusations and speculation going on at the moment are not helpful to anyone – least of all the vulnerable people who need our care.”

Cllr Madge said there was no set target for the increase in private sector provision despite claims by some that the council was planning to hand over another 60 per cent of home care.

And Director of Social Care Bruce McLernon stressed it was not the privatisation of home care in the county.

“Carmarthenshire County Council provides a high quality home care service and we are committed to maintaining this standard of care to those who need our support to continue living in their own homes,” Mr McLernon said.

“However, the private sector providers have an important role to play in meeting the increasing needs of our population.

“We plan to contract them to provide services to the same high standards and mechanisms that are already in place to ensure that this is the case.

“It is important to stress that the service people receive will not change, it may simply be provided by another organisation, and more people will benefit.”

Around £9million is spent every year on providing the council’s home care service supporting 1,100 people in Carmarthenshire.

The service involves 1,500 visits per day from 6.45am to 11pm, 365 days of the year.

Care ranges from help with domestic chores such as cleaning, shopping and meal preparation to helping with personal needs and medication.

 

press note: For more information contact Debbie Williams, press Manager, on 01267 224037.
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