


Psalms 42:1-“As the DEER
panteth after the waterbrooks,
so panteth my soul after thee, O
God; My soul thirsteth for God,
for the living God: When shall |
come and appear before God?

11! PRAISE THE LORD !!

I send Greetings to each of you My Brothers, “God’s chosen men”, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
of Nazareth. Your brothers, sisters, Minister Gardner and Pastor Carmen send their greetings and love,
also. We pray that the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all during this “NEW YEAR” and
forever, as you continue to rejoice!

“YES”, Rejoice in the Lord alway; and again I say, Rejoice. (Philippians 4:4)

Well, “HELLO”, My Brothers! Here we are, already in the second (LOVE MONTH), ‘February’, at the
beginning of another year! Jesus said that he had to shorten the time or no “flesh” would be saved! It is
time to get desperate for Jesus! It seems that the older | get, the faster time passes and the MORE
“DESPERATE” | get for my Savior.

As the “hart” panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. (Psalm 42:1)

Perhaps some of you have heard a popular Christian song on the airwaves that

goes like this:

Klxj
v «“You are the air I When we sing this song, we can’t help but sing it and think of it in a passionate
breathe... You are my way towards our Great God, desiring to commune with Him. What people in

the bible can you give examples of, who demonstrated desperation for our
LORD? Think of your “OWN” desperation for the LORD and even how there
is “STILL” room for growth in that area.

daily bread... And I...
I... I... I'm desperate for
You. I'm lost without you
You. I'm desperate for “JESUS! I am desperate for you”!

You!” “ ﬂ As you remember people in the “BIBLE” who had desperation for the
LORD, you will also recall the “great joy” they experienced, as GOD
responded to their desperation!! YES! God does respond to your heart’s cry of desperation! (Psalm 18). This
desperation is not commendable of us but it is kindled from above. If you have fallen into such a state of mind that
you do not, now, enjoy the services of God’s House as you once did, I would persuade you to ask the Lord to
give you the strong desire of David—that you may, again, in spirit and in truth appear before God saying, “I was
glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord”. 1 implore you to “never” let the mere
‘coming together’ cause you to be content. But, let your panting be like that of the deer—after the water brook
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and nothing else—for GOD, for GOD Himself, and nothing short of Him/ If'we seek Him we shall find Him before
long, to the joy of our soul.

What is the significance of this picture of a deer? When I saw this picture, I began to determine what I could
learn from the characteristics of the Deer. Characteristics of deer include a remarkably acute sense of smell
combined with good hearing and sharp eyesight. This allows them to detect predators from a long distance away.
They are generally lean, sleek animals with powerful legs. This makes them fast runners and good jumpers, enabling
them to escape from predators by moving at high speed through dense undergrowth.

The word of God says, “The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the Lord hath made even both of them.” (Proverbs
20:12). I have purposed in “my personal” assembly with the LORD, to “pant” after the Lord in 2013, as never
before. I say this because the growing intensity of panting after GOD causes a greater intensity of my hearing
and sight. Just like the deer, I need to hear and see GOD so I can know which way to go and see the “devil” (the
enemy), from afar off. Some may say, “Don’t you already hear from God?” The answer is “yes”, but [ know
there is “so much more” that God has to reveal, and I have a “strong desire” for what only God can give me.

Real and honest people, along with me, can say that we have had experiences where we have gone to church, cried
out and sincerely prayed but still found ourselves the next day in the same struggles, battles, and failures. Have you
ALWAYS seen the enemy from afar off and ALWAYS avoided that obstacle? Every honest person’s response
would be, “NO”! Oh Yes! God always warn me but yet, there are times when after the situation (hind-sight),
I’d say, “Oh God that’s what you meant?!” See, our growth requires the humility to admit, desire, and pursue
God’s sharpened hearing and vision. If the deer has good hearing and a sharp eyesight, then how much more the
hearing and sight of man (with the Spirit of the Living GOD on the inside), than the Deer! “The counsel in the
heart of man is like deep water; but a man of understanding will draw it out”--Proverbs 20:5.

Though the deer are not an endangered species, I want to talk about common causes of endangered species that
could very well effect man, not only deer. Remember, we want many of those good qualities of the deer to translate
into our very own human nature.

The common causes of a species of animal becoming endangered are due to “over exploitation” of natural
resources. Natural resources and humans can be exploited for good or evil. Exploitation is the positive promotion of
persons or resources to their greatest possible advantage. On the negative side, people and resources are exploited
through being used for selfish or greedy purposes. The dual meanings of “exploitation” can be confusing, so I hope
to clarify using these examples.

1. The act of “employing” to the greatest possible advantage: Example 1: “fish in troubled waters” --To
take advantage of adversity, stress, unrest, or temptations, to make the best of a bad situation. Fishermen
often experience their greatest success when the water is rough. In its figurative use, the phrase implies
that though things may be troubled on the surface, at a deeper level, the situation holds potential for gains.
Troubled waters are where fishermen often see the greatest harvest..

2. Using another person or group for selfish purposes: Example 2: “Feather one’s nest to look after
one’s own interests”’; to accumulate creature comforts, money, or material possessions either through
one’s own efforts or at the expense of others; to be completely selfish, totally unconcerned with the well-
being of others. We must all choose how we will react during crisis situations and temptations. Just
wanting to do it our own way, even at the expense of others, is not the nature of GOD. When we
see the workings of exploitation, you will see a species becoming endangered or diminished along
with positive qualities. If you once avoided and escaped the wiles of the enemy, but now find yourself
falling into every trap, “It’s time to get Desperate for God!” GOD will make the best of a bad situation
and will be glorified in your life! He will turn it around for your good! “Thanks be to God, which giveth
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”- (I Corinthians 15:57).
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A Personal Testimony: Let me tell you how God gave me the victory the day before writing this letter. He
helps our infirmities/weaknesses! I don’t mind talking about myself!! While fasting and praying about what
He would have me write in this newsletter, about 6:00 p.m. I desired to eat something. I did acknowledge God
in MY request. I called in an order for food because I was at a hotel with no vehicle for the purpose of being
alone with Jesus. The food order should have taken 45 minutes to arrive, but about 8:00 p.m. they called and
said, “We can’t locate your room 204...” but I told them several times when placing the order that I was in
room 304. I heard the cashier tell the driver to go back to the hotel with the delivery. By this time, I was
unusually hungry. At 9:00 p.m. they refunded the money on my bank card and gave me a store credit and
stated they would still give me a free pizza for a future order. Needless to say, God had a different plan. The
pizza never came! Even when you have your own agenda, if you sincerely desire GOD’s will, you won’t
override HIS sovereignty in divinely intervening for you. However often times, we overstep GOD’s divine
intervention. The real issue is your WILL. His divine intervention is always at work, but will you let YOUR
WILL override HIS WILL? This is an example how God’s plan over ruled my efforts and selfish desires. My
recent prayers have been God when I’m about to mess-up and the decision I’'m about to take is not according to
YOUR will-- PLEASE over-ride for me”!!! This has not always been the focused desire of my heart, but
since I earnestly confessed I need Him and that I don’t trust my own desires or emotions and that I am

helpless without Him. He has stepped in and intervened for me continuously. Scripture says, “If I have not the
token of His favor, I am like those that go down into the pit”... in other words, I am lost and undone. |
declare these words of David; “The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and T am

=
helped; therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth and with my song will I praise Him”. Mj AndlI ..IL.., I'm
desperate for You. I'm desperate for You. I'm lost without You. I'm desperate for You! (Psalm 28:7).
“So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the
second time without sin unto salvation”. (Hebrew 9:28).

Another Personal Testimony: May of “2012” was a time when [ tapped into another level of being desperate
like the deer for the Lord and needed to hear from God. I again went on a sabbatical or retreat, checked myself into
what I thought was a safe hotel in town. When you get desperate for God, look for satan to “UP” the level of his
“tricks and attacks”. Before driving off to this spiritual retreat, my youngest daughter stopped me and strongly
emphasized for me NOT to open my door to ANYONE, not even housekeeping. On that Saturday night, I heard
two noises, as if a small glass had dropped. Then about 1:30 A.M. someone came to my room “beating on my
hotel door”. [ remembered (after the knock), that my daughter had told me not to go to the door for anyone. I
asked several times who it was; they whispered some name softly. I never opened the door. The next morning,

looking out of the window at the pool, I saw “two punches from a bullet” that I know was not there earlier.
Security verified that it was a gunshot but the “Mercy and Grace of God” did not allow the bullet to break the
second pane of the window. GOD cushioned it and stood in between me and that weapon that was formed but
couldn’t prosper. HALLELUJAH!

Now, LISTEN, I love to retreat with the Lord, at the ocean because He has spoken and shown me mighty things
near the water (which represents the Spirit). On this retreat, I couldn’t go to the ocean. However, God gave me a
room with a “center view of the pool”. 1 was so happy. Satan had seen that and came to distort my serenity, by the
attack. The hotel management moved me to another floor on a higher level with the same view of the pool. As
God revealed to me, that in the presence of an attack, He has an opened window (a way of escape) but you have to
choose to get above it! Get into the presence of the Lord, where there is peace and blessings, even in the midst of
your enemy (of confusion, the chaos, the lies, the condemnation, the accusation , etc.). In the middle of the attack,
God gave me such peace and yet, HE gave me a revelation of Himself and His relationship with me. This attack
was a distraction of the enemy to bring fear. But God had me at such peace and afterward; HE gave me this

scripture (as he always does). I just open the book and He speaks. “In righteousness shalt thou be established:
thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee”—
Is 54:14. He said, “though attempts are made, none of them shall succeed. There shall be no fears within, not only
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from evil, but from the fear of evil”...The LORD was telling me that HE is my shield and my defense; HE
demonstrated that NO WEAPON, not a person, not a word, or any other type of weapon formed against me can

prosper!!!! (Isaiah 54:17).

On my most recent retreat, yesterday, he was also telling me, “Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, for [ am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (He’s not a hard task master; He can be touched by
our infirmities. We can trust Him). “For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light"—(Matthew 11:29-30).

Another special word from the Lord came to me during this retreat saying- “Finally brethren, whatsoever things are
true whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things™-
(Philippians 4:8). During my times with the Lord, when I am perplexed about a situation or problem, the Lord
never tells me to solve the problem myself or put my hands in the situation to help Him. His response to me the
majority of the time is to stand still or He’ll give me a song like “With hands lifted up and my mouth filled with
Praise, I will Bless Thee, Oh Lord”.

The instructions are to continue to praise Him in the midst of your fiery test! He’s at your right hand, just go
through. IT’S JUST A TEST. PRAISE THE LORD!! Mighty God!! Mighty God!! Who could do something
like that other than a loving Father, Lord of heaven and earth? 1 know HE has and will do the same for
you!!! He is just WAITING on you to make that first (1) step towards him.

Another Personal Testimony: Recently taking several classes at the Junior College just for my personal goals, |

found myself getting overwhelmed, even though the letter grade didn’t matter, as long as I passed the course.
After the exam, | always realize that [ spent days and hours laboring and ended up over studying. The exam was
not as difficult as I anticipated. More time was spent than necessary, in order to prepare for the exam. I don’t
know about you, but I’ve given many situations ‘too much’ time and thought!! When God works it out, it’s
always better and easier than we could have ever imagined. As the scripture says, “And we know that for those
who love God, all things work together for good, for those who are called according to His purpose” — (Romans

8:28).

When we enter into “GOD’S REAL REST,” we do “less work and laboring” and can spend more time
developing our relationship with the LORD. Then, we can trust HIM to do the work. When you know who HE
is, (personally), you can trust what HE does! What HE does is, “TAKE CARE OF HIS OWN’! While so busy
caring for ourselves, so many other people, other labor and works, we forget that HE cares for us. For us to even
TRY to care for ourselves, is to say that HE is not GOD, not mighty, not powerful, not mindful of us, not all
sufficient, and so much more.

Where there is much laboring, performance, and works, (on our own), THERE IS LITTLE FAITH! Where
there is little faith, there’s little relationship. If the evidence shows that works are magnified and faith in
GOD is diminished, then only a humble heart can admit and agree with the evidence. Just like studying for that
class, we don’t want to do more than what our Teacher JESUS requires of us. The greatest test to pass is to
have faith in GOD and trust HIM to do the work.

In reference to what GOD gave me on my retreat, “Finally brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things”—(Philippians 4:8). 1
felt as if He was saying, “OK, FINALLY-- GET THIS LOIS!”. My trains of thought made me wonder “what”
was said before “Finally” in that scripture? It said, “Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, Rejoice. Let your
moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand! Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your request be made known unto God”, NOT MAN. (Philippians 4:4-6).




He also told me to receive not an evil report but to believe Him and not the devil! Don’t focus on past failures
(causing to walk in condemnation), failures of others (causing you to not walk in forgiveness), dread, or gloom.

The Lord told me Satan’s desire is to discourage you, make you feel worthless, and cause you to feel defeated,
BUT GOD always steps in to comfort and confirm; whether I turn on the radio or some random person I

haven’t heard from in years may call me, or GOD just open’s my bible to exactly what I’m dealing with, HE

never fails to comfort and encourage me when I’ve felt discouraged, beat up, abused, rejected, lonely or
misused. Remember the characteristics of the Deer? Deer are fast runners and good jumpers, enabling them to
escape from predators by moving at high speed through dense undergrowth.

That dense undergrowth in our lives represent evil reports, past failures, discouragement, darts, dread, gloom, the

accusations and the lies of satan. God has equipped you with the ability to run fast, not lingering or stopping

for the dense undergrowth of satan’s lies and tactics. We must be determined to HAVE FAITH IN GOD, so we
can enter into REAL REST.

Don’t let satan ensnare (TRAP) you. Here are a few “Ways” of being ensnared:

(1) The wicked is snared by the “transgression of his lips”: but the just shall come out of trouble—Proverbs 12:13.

(2) Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt not go, lest thou learn his ways, and
get a snare to thy soul —(Proverbs 22: 24-25).

(3) And I find more bitter than death the woman, whose heart is snares and nets, and her hands as bands; whoso
pleaseth God shall escape from her; but the sinner shall be taken by her. - (Ecclesiastes 7:26).

(4) My Son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger, Thou art snared with
the words of thy mouth ... Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself, when thou art come unto the hand of thy
friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend—(Proverbs 6:1-3). If we have been drawn into a snare, it
will be “wisdom”, by all means and with all speed, (as the Deer), to get out of it “NOW”!!

If the slothful are to be condemned, (that do nothing), how much more those that do ill, and contrive, plot and
scheme to do all the immorality they can. (Those that make a trade out of doing evil, especially with the tongue and
make designs by lying and perverseness). Oh, the forwardness of man that aim not so much to enrich himself and
advance himself, as to do ill to those around him! It is not ambition or covetousness, but downright malice and an ill
nature. Nothing is more sacred than truth or more necessary in a conversation than speaking the truth. “I’m trying
to get off this section but God says keep going”.

These six things the Lord says He hate; yea, seven are an abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue,
and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running
to mischief, A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. My son, keep thy
father’s commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother; bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them

about thy neck- (Proverbs 6:16-21). For jealousy is the rage of a man therefore he will not spare in the day of
vengeance. He will not regard any ransom; neither will he rest content, though thou givest many gifts—(Proverbs

6:34-35).

I encourage you today to know that, “the fear of man bringeth a snare; but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord
shall be safe”.(Proverbs 29:25). Therefore, my beloved brethren, be stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, for as much as ye know your labor in not in vain in the Lord—(I Corinthians 15: 58). He
also told me as I was driving to church recently, “Enter into the JOY of the Lord, enter NOW”. Not enter when
I feel joyful but “ENTER NOW?” by faith. After which He toke me to the scripture, “...1 foresaw the Lord always
before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved. Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my
tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: thou shalt make me full of JOY with thy countenance—




(Acts 2: 25-28). What he says to one He says to all. God does not impose anything upon us that is
impossible!

We must obey God always. We must understand and realize our own sins and weakness. For Christ is our Model.
For it is God which worketh in you both the will and to do of His good pleasure. (Philippians 2:13). God’s loving
purpose is that we should become mature in the faith. For this is thank worthy, if a man for conscience toward God
endure grief suffering wrongfully...take it patiently...Christ leaving us an example that ye should follow his steps.
(I Peter 2:20-21). The experience we have had of God’s performing His promises should encourage us to
depend upon Him and plead those promises with God —put Him in remembrance.

We read at Luke 4:18: Jesus said, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has appointed me to preach Good
News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the
downtrodden will be freed from their oppressors, and that the time of the Lord's favor has come."” Let’s Get
Desperate For Him. The meaning of desperate is: Showing extreme urgency or intensity especially because of

great need or desire; a cry for help; as a last resort; suffering or driven by great need or distress.

Have you ever been "desperate" for something? WE need to know that without God, we are nothing and can do
nothing. Do you need His air? Try breathing WITHOUT IT! Only people who realize that they desperately need
the Lord and draw nigh unto Him are blessed to the point of being able to receive the kingdom of Heaven.

Are you desperate for the Lord God of Heaven and Earth as you go through your day (and night)? Let’s
voluntary develop a Spirit of “heartfelt” Brokenness. In the Scriptures, the Lord repeatedly tells us that He is
near to those who are broken in spirit and contrite in heart. (Ps. 34:18, Ps 51:17, Is 57:15) A constant awareness of
our utter unworthiness in and of oneself and a corresponding urgent need for the Lord equals “spiritual poverty”. It
is a way of life that one chooses, intentional and not just incidental.

The rebuke the Lord gave to King Saul through the prophet Samuel was that when he was, "little in his own sight",
God made him great. (1 Samuel 15:17) He was doing well when he knew he was nothing without God. We know the
tragic and awful end of Saul as he chose to become big and proud and self-sufficient in his own sight. He foolishly
thought he could live and act independently of God and His Life-giving commands. He was not poor in spirit.

I’m making every effort to stay small in my own sight, on purpose. Perhaps, we have gained some blessings
from the Lord, spiritual and material. Perhaps, we have gained a little more Bible knowledge or have been used of
the Lord in some good works. That's all well and good. But we are no longer poor in spirit. We need to be "small"
and “needy” in our own sight and in the sight of our Lord. We have lost sight of the truth that without Jesus we can
do nothing. The truth however, is that we will always be in desperate need of His Presence and Goodness. We
need the Lord Jesus as desperately as the branch needs to remain in the Vine for life. (John 15). Otherwise, we
die! Again it is not a “one-time need” before one gets saved but a “continual need”.

Do we know the joy of this desperation, today? It is a “joyful desperation” for the Living God. My soul
longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the LIVING GOD.—
(Psalm 84:2 There is help for Desperate People. There are no hopeless or helpless cases with Jesus Christ.

Jesus always invites desperate, helpless, and seemingly hopeless people to come to Him. He issued the invitation,
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). “He looked over
the multitudes and felt compassion for them because they were distressed and downcast” (Matthew 9:36).

Do you feel under duress, harassed, stressed and thrown aside? To the weary and tired who are ready to give
up, Jesus says, “Come to Me.” To those who feel like they have been “skinned alive,” harassed, troubled,
worried, importuned; He invites YOU to come to Him. To those who have been cast down from a mortal wound
and feel helpless, He gives “YOU” hope and life. “The thief came to steal, kill and destroy; but Jesus came that you




might have life and have it more ABUNDANTLY” (John 10:10). It is a solemn thought: if we are not serving
God with joyfulness and gladness of heart, we are serving things which are our ‘worst enemies’.

Who are you serving (working for)? A man has NO worse foe (ENEMY) than himself, when he lives to serve his
own whims and desires. These habits, and appetites, and fashions, are luxurious and pleasant just now; but their
silken cords will become iron bands. See, they are very expensive! And God declares that you will be PAID for
your work! (Matthew 16:27 and Romans 2:6).

TRANSITION: When God "opens our eyes" and we see how far “off course” we’ve gotten, we are faced with a
crucial decision: EITHER turn back to God - or - defy him and go further down the road to destruction.

REMEMBER, , THAT IS REBELLION! Rebellion is “unsuccessful” defiance! ONCE YOU

RECOGNIZE YOUR MISTAKES: HUMBLE YOURSELF, ASK FORGIVENESS OF THOSE YOU HAVE
HURT, REPENT, DON’T COMPROMISE AND THE NEXT TIME AROUND, “REJECT PRIDE”! Pride will
separate us from God. Obedience is better than sacrifice...”” Repentance isn’t just a temporary right turn...it’s a

permanent 180 degree change. Go in the opposite direction in attitude and obedience. Turn your face toward
heaven AND LOOK FULL INTO GOD’S WONDERFUL FACE !

We pray you experience the true, agape’ “LOVE” of Jesus during this New Year. Let us reflect back on the
holiday season. I like the effect that Christmas has on people. Many just seem to be a little kinder and gentler. Well,
maybe it doesn’t have that effect on everybody. (smile). But, if the hype, the lights, and the entire frill that
comes at Christmas time can do that to people, just think how joyous it would be if we would put the attention back
on celebrating “the birth” of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. After all it’s “His Birthday”! We should be sharing the
Gospel so that instead of people just having a feel good time of year, they can have a real substantial “life changing’
encounter by obtaining a relationship with Christ and knowing what Christ has all already done for them.
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During the Christmas season, many people had MERRY HEARTS. Others may have felt fewer positive feelings, less
self-assurance, and felt subtly excluded, not even realizing the cause of their mood change. It is simply a device of
satan! But, just remember, we are not ignorant of Satan’s devices. For he comes to kill, steal and destroy.
Beware! (Il Peter 3:17) “...beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own
steadfastness.” The word of God tells us to “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth: make a loud noise,
and rejoice, and sing praise.” (Psalm 98:4).

Therefore, we choose to “Rejoice” (be filled with joy; be gladdened) in the Lord in spite of any circumstances and
what we see. Let your praise come out of faith and not based on what you see or how you feel physically or
emotionally. Remember, He will put gladness into your heart; joy is the fruit of His Spirit. If we count all things
but loss for the excellency of His knowledge, we may possess ourselves in peace (amid the mysteries of life), and
we shall have learned the blessed secret of serving the Lord "with joyfulness and with gladness of heart’.

GET DESPERATE FOR JESUS! GET HUNGRY FOR GOD! START “PANTING” LIKE THE DEER!

AND GET PASSIONATE FOR MR. HOLY SPIRIT!

| Give your heart fully to the Lord. All your ambition, your wants, your secret desires...lay them at the feet of Jesus.

He loves you. Rejoice in the Lord alway; and again | say, Rejoice. (Philippians 4:4).

We love “EVERYONE” of you,



HAPPY BIRTHDAY” TO ALL OF OUR BROTHERS BORN IN THE MONTH OF “FEBRUARY”!!




