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TITLE: The Greatness of America

TEXT: Psa. 127:1; Gen. 12:1-3; Duet. 15:5-6; 
            2nd Chron. 7:13-14; 1 Peter 2:9-10
INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the greatness of America. How many of you feel that America is a great country? Actually, how we answer that question might depend upon in what context we are speaking.
 Is America Great compared to Russia?

 Is America Great compared to Iran?

Is America Great compared to Liver and onions?

 How about Is America Great compared to the Kingdom of God? Is America Great compared to Heaven?

  I think most of us would agree that America is the greatest country on earth? Possibly the greatest country that has ever existed other than maybe Israel in the time of King David or King Solomon.

 But even then I think that there are areas that we are even greater than they were. Especially when it comes to personal freedoms.
 The question that I think needs to be asked is what is it that led to Americans greatness or why America is great?

Dr. Tom Barnard in his devotional entitled: What Makes America Great said this:  
 Sometimes quotes are powerful because of the excellence of the person being quoted. Other times, quotes are so great on their own merit that it doesn’t matter who said them. The following paragraph has been attributed to French political philosopher and historian, Alexis de Tocqueville: 

  I sought for the greatness and genius of America in her commodious harbors and her ample rivers, and it was not there… in her fertile fields and boundless forests, and it was not there… in her rich mines and her vast world commerce, and it was not there… in her democratic Congress and her matchless Constitution, and it was not there. 
 Not until I went into the churches of America and heard her pulpits flame with righteousness did I understand the secret of her genius and power. America is great because America is good; and if America ever ceases to be good, America will cease to be great. 
  The quote dates back to the time frame in which de Tocqueville wrote Democracy in America (1835), his major work—published following his travels in the United States. If de Tocqueville wrote it, it was not included in Democracy in America. Authentic or not, the quote found its way into presidential speeches from Eisenhower to Clinton. 
 Actually John Kasich in his concession speech dropping out of his presidential campaign used a portion of this quote this past week.

  Whoever first wrote it, the quote remains a powerful statement about the true greatness of America.
  What makes America great? Our flag? Our Constitution? Our laws? Our economy? Our capital markets system? Our innovation and ingenuity? Our support of free trade? Our schools? Our people? Our diversity? Our wealth? Our highway system? Our state parks? Our sports teams? Our churches? Our military superiority? Our unlimited opportunities? Our freedoms? Our government? Our hospitals and doctors? Our mountains and streams?
  Yes, all of these. And more!  
 Marilyn vos Savant, listed in The Guinness Book of World Records for   possessing the highest I.Q. score on record at 228, observed, “What is the essence of America? Finding and maintaining that perfect, delicate balance between freedom ‘to’ and freedom ‘from’.” 
 Is that what makes a nation great—striking a balance between expressions of freedom? Partly, but there is more. I prefer the quote attributed to de Tocqueville. 
 “Not until I went into the churches of America and heard her pulpits flame with righteousness did I understand the secret of her genius and power. America is great because America is good; and if America ever ceases to be good, America will cease to be great.”

So maybe we should rephrase the question this morning?
 Is America as great as it once was?

 And if not might de Tocqueville have been correct-- America is great because America is good; and if America ever ceases to be good, America will cease to be great.”

 If there is a decline in America’s greatness could it be because there has been a decline in her goodness?
 Scripture has much to say about the building of nations.
Psalm 127:1 (NIV) 1 (NIV)  Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain. 

Genesis 12:1-3 (NIV) 
1 (NIV)  The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 
2  "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 
3  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 
 This is one of the earmarks of a truly great nation--- all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 
 For most of the history of America I think this could be said of us…. all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 
 Who is it that is first to respond to great disaster anyplace in our world? America.
 Who has used its military to defend the lives of others in foreign lands when they have come under great oppression from madmen such as Adolf Hitler or Sadam Hussein? America.

 Who has went in after those wars were over and helped rebuild the nations that were at war with us when it was all over? America

 Who is it that has sent more missionaries to other parts of our world with the Gospel message of Jesus Christ than any other nation? America
  All peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 
 And what can we attribute any goodness that we have ever possessed to?

I think we can find the answer in
Deuteronomy 15:5-6 (NIV) 5 (NIV)  if only you fully obey the LORD your God and are careful to follow all these commands I am giving you today. 
6  For the LORD your God will bless you as he has promised, and you will lend to many nations but will borrow from none. You will rule over many nations but none will rule over you.
 Up until about 30 years ago this has been true for America… you will lend to many nations but will borrow from none.
New York Times article, Sept. 16, 1985— The United States has become a debtor nation for the first time since World War I, owing foreigners more than they owe it, a Commerce Department report indicated today.
 Today our national debt is over 19 trillion dollars…

The American GDP for 2016 is estimated as about 17.9 trillion dollars!

 GDP is Gross Domestic Product or how much wealth  our nation produces in a year.

 What this tells us is that we are now borrowing more money each year than we are producing as a nation.

 This would be like you making 40,000.00 a year and having 42,000.00 dollars in expenses a year. Or spending 2000.00 more a year than you are making.
 What will happen if we do this on a personal level for very long? WE WILL GO BANKRUPT!
 The same thing applies to a nation! Just look at Venezuela or Greece! They both went bankrupt nationally and for the very same reason….Spending more than they produced…
 So what has happened to America?

 I think we know the answer!

5 (NIV)  if only you fully obey the LORD your God and are careful to follow all these commands I am giving you today. 
6  For the LORD your God will bless you as he has promised…
 Could our financial problems be because we, as a nation, are no longer carefully following Gods commands and decrees? Could it be because nationally we have turned from God and turned toward secular humanism?

 Secular Humanism is the worship of self…..

 Just think about it: Over the past 50-60 years we have demanded that any mention of God be removed from our classrooms, have declared the posting of the Ten Commandments in our schools and public places to be unconstitutional. We have passed law making it legal for a woman to kill her unborn child if she so chooses. What was once the safest place for an unborn child, their mother’s womb, has become the most dangerous place in America today. We have passed laws protecting sexual behavior that the Scriptures say are abominations to God. Many states have made it legal for two people of the same gender to get married….

 As a result many of our nation’s intercity schools look more like war zones than places of education.

 Our nation has found itself under the bloodguilt of over 60 million deaths of murdered unborn children since the legalization of abortion in 1973..

.
 Our society’s acceptance of sexual perversions make Sodom and Gomorra look not so bad after all.

 No nation on earth has ever degraded to the point of condoning same sex marriage.

 Is it any wonder America itself seems to be in a state of decline?

 For the most part our founding Fathers were Godly men who strived to fully obey the Lord in their personal lives and brought their beliefs into the founding of our Republic.
 Our Declaration of Independence, our Constitution and Bill of Rights all reflect the Godly influence of its writers.

 George Mason, said to be the chief Architect of the Constitution once said this about the Ten Commandments of God: “WE have staked the whole future of American civilization, not upon the power of government, far from it. We have staked the future of all of our political institutions upon the capacity of each and all of us to govern ourselves ….according to the Ten Commandments of God.”
 Isn’t it ironic that that which the chief architect of the Constitution considered to be the most crucial aspect of American Constitutional government, the capacity of each and all of us to govern ourselves according to the Ten Commandments of God, the current court has declared to be unconstitutional?
 In his farewell address to the nation at the end of his presidency George Washington said this:

 Let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds…Reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle. 

 Washington warned that to remove religious principles would be to lose national morality!
  It seems that he was right doesn’t it?

 Founding Father John Adams, the second president of the United States once said this:

 “We have no government armed with power capable of contending with human passions unbridled by morality and religion….Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.”
 The founders believed that the Constitution would work only for people who had internal constraints and controls—for people who would use the Word of God as their standard.

 We have moved away from that and it is clear that the Constitution, apart from religious principles, is not working the way that it should.  A fact evident by the moral decline of America today.

 So is America still a great nation today?
 I believe that it is.

Is America as great as it once was? No it is not…

 We are not as great as we once were economically,  We are not as great as we once were militarily,  We are not as great as we once were industrially, We are not as great as we once were educationally and We are certainly not as great as we once were morally.
  But in contrast to the rest of the world we would still be considered a great nation….Just not as great as we once were….
  There is only one reason I can come up with for our national decline and that is because of our moral decline as a nation.

 Our national sins are piling up high around us….National sins being sins condoned as a nation…the killing of our unborn, the sexual perversions,  our nationally turning further and further away from God.

 George Mason, the Father of our Bill of Rights, may have been prophetic when he warned: “As nations cannot be rewarded or punished in the next world, they must be in this. By an inevitable chain of causes and effects, Providence (God) punishes national sins by national calamities.”
 As nations will not go before God for judgment, only we as individual people will. Any national sins must be judged in this life before that great day of individual judgement comes.
 So Mason warned: By an inevitable chain of causes and effects, Providence (God) punishes national sins by national calamities.”
 So might our seeming decline in national greatness be a result of the cause and effect of our national sins?

 Judge for yourself but I believe they very well may…

Because a fact of Scripture is that all sin must be judged…

  So, is there any hope of restoring America to her former greatness? A nation that is truthfully “one nation under God?

 I believe that there is. The answer is given to us in:
 2nd Chronicles 7:13-14 When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people, 14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
 Do we in America need our land healed today?
 Just look to this year’s presidential campaign…

I have closely followed the politics of our nation most of my adult life and I have never seen so much uncivil behavior that there has been in this election cycle.

 The name calling, the accusations, the crudeness of some of the candidates has been un-paralleled in recent times.

 If you are a parent of young children you may have been embarrassed to allow your children to watch a debate.

 I believe that neither of the top candidates from each party would have seriously been considered for the office of president a decade ago…This may be a year when we are truly going to have to choose between the lesser of two evils…But it has actually always been this way since all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. This year it just seems to be a lot more pronounced.
 The current administration has in 7 ½ years piled up more national debt that all other administrations from George Washington to George Bush combined. Almost 20 trillion dollars.

 Society has seemed to have lost all civility.  There is little to no respect for teachers, police officers, parents or any other authority figure. As Jesus predicted the love of most has seemed to have grown cold.

 We live in a time of unprecedented threat from those who hate us for just being Americans. Al-Qaida, Isis and other Islamic terrorist.

 Add to this our national sins of abortion on demand, sexual perversion, sexual sin being commonplace in America today and an economy that just can’t seem to be revived and it makes you wonder if it all might be because of what we have just read in Scripture… When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people….
 Could we be experiencing the judgement of God for our national moral decline, our turning further and further away from God as a nation?
 God has given the only remedy if that is the case….
14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
 Church, we need God in America again!  As a nation we need to turn back to Him! We need to make our nation a nation that He can bless once more.
 And it needs to start with us, His Church!

 14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
 We can’t expect the revival that is needed to restore  America to start anywhere other than to first start with us as God’s people
We need to humble ourselves before God…How is it that a child humbles themselves before a parent? They place themselves into submission unto their authority! They do what their parents tell them to do!
  So we must start to humble ourselves before our God placing ourselves into full submission to Him….Doing what He tells us to do within His Word.

 We need to come back to a place of sincere prayer and intercession. As Paul admonishes us to do and that is pray without ceasing—always be in an attitude of prayer seeking Gods direction moment by moment.
We need to daily be seeking God’s face.. That means to be constantly striving to draw closer and closer to Him…Yielding all of our life to Him…
 And We need to be turning from our wickedness, turning from our personal sins…Striving to become Holy just as He is Holy…Placing Jesus as our ultimate example of living life and then following His example..
Then and only then will God hear from Heaven, forgive our sins and go on to bring healing to our land…

 But it all must first start with us! God said: If My people who are called by MY name!

 If we call ourselves a Christian then we are calling ourselves by His Name….

 I truly believe that the hope and future of America is in our hands!

 Whether we continue to decline as a nation or whether we restore our former state of greatness and blessing by God has been first-most left in our hands as a people of God.
Scripture has this to say about you and I as a people of God….

1 Peter 2:9-10 (NIV) 9 (NIV)  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
10  Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
Does it excite you to know that you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God?

 For what purpose?  That you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
 Revival will only come to our nation as we strive to fulfill our calling of declaring the praises of him who called us out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
America is great because America is good; and if America ever ceases to be good, America will cease to be great.”

 So, Is America ever going to be restored to its former greatness? That shining city on a hill that reflects goodness for all the world to see?

 That I believe depends largely on you and I as the Church of Jesus Christ?

 Will we be faithful to our calling as a people of God and be good stewards with the blessing that God has given us in this nation called America?


