Students tune up for Music Festival

by Steve Srubowich

All around town school age
children are tuning up their mu-
sical abilities in preparation for
the 38th annual Fort
Saskatchewan Music Festival in
early March.,

Adjudicator chairman Sharon
Cameron says this year’s Music
Achievement Days — March
10 to 16 — promises to be big-
ger and better.

“Last year we had about 1,900
students involved and this year
we are expecting about 2,100.
There will be five bands coming
from Redwater, Ardrossan,
Landing Trail of Gibbons, Lam-
ont and Namao which will boost

the numbers.”

A core of 10 volunteers will
co-ordinate the major event. A
marshal and a secretary are
mandatory at each concert.

“We are looking for volunteers
and grants to pay the adjudica-
tors. We really need one more
instrumental adjudicator, t00.”

Anyone interested in volun-
teering to make the music festi-
val a success can call Cameron
at 998-1243. ?

Festival categories include pi-
ano, vocal, speech arts, choral
and instrurnental.

The festival will run at church-
¢s and schools between 9 and
4:30 p.m. and there are no

evening performances. First-
place finishers in each category
will participate in the final con-
cert on March 16 at 3 p.m. in
‘Win Ferguson School.

Many scholarship winners
will be announced on Mar. 16,
too. Cameron is excited about
the expertise of the four adjudi-
cators who will oversee the hun-
dreds of young musicians.

They are David Hoyt, Janet
Scott-Hoyt, Beth Dunbar and
Loretta Baker.

Hoyt is currently the resident
guest conductor with the Ed-
monton Symphony Orchestra.
He began as a principal hom

with ESO 21 years ago and per-

formed as a member or soloist
with almost every orchestra in
Canada. Hoyt is a regular with
the ESO.

Scott-Hoyt spent 22 years with
the Banff Centre for the Per-
forming Arts and taught at the U
of A. A regular performer on
CBC radio who maintains her
own studio of students.

Dunbar owns and operates her
own speech arts and drama stu-
dio, played many stage roles,
conducts workshops and adjudi-
cates around Alberta.

Baker will adjudicate the
choral section and was the su-
pervisor of music for many
years with Strathcona County.
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Days, as representatives from the music festival association looked on.
(I-r) Kathie Geleta, Kathy Faris and president Kathy McDonald.
Liz Nayowski/Record Photo
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Music festival a
great chance to
showcase talent

by Roxanna Maron

The 38th annual Fort Saskatchewan Music Festival is geared up
for a week of fun-filled competitions and a chance for young per-
formers to display their musical talents.

The festival begins today and will un through to Friday. There
are 409 entries this year and about 2000 performers. This is in com-
parison to last years entry count of 400 and 1,969 competitors.

Kathy Faris, past president of the music festival, said there are
four categories this year and judges have been chosen for each cate-
gory. The judges are, for vocal and choral Loretta Baker, piano
Janet Scott Hoyt, instrumental Tom Dust and David Hoyt and
speech arts Beth Dunbar,

Participants in the various categories range anywhere from six to
19 years old and entries include communities around the Fort as
wel.

The family class seems to be a favorite among people this year.
There are a lot of entries in this category.

“The idea of the family class is to promote music in families. This
year it seems to be quite popular;” she said,

A creative music class has been introduced this year. Participants
will write their own music and then perform it. They will be judged
both on the writing and the performance.

The different competitions will be held all over the Fort. The pi-
ano competition will be held at Our Lady of the Angles Church,
choral at Win Ferguson School, vocal and speech arts at the Com-
munity Baptist Church, instrumental, solos and ensemble at the
First United Church, and bands at the Rudolph Hennig School and
Fort High.

The festival is all run on donations from the community and Faris
said it would that the music festival committee is always excepting
donations. A final concert will be held at the Win Ferguson School
on Sunday beginning at 3 p.m. The concert will include the top
performers of the week. Faris said the concert always has a good

* turnout and is worth seeing.
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A variety of talent was displayed last week during the Music Achievement
Days. Pictured are students from John Paul Il as they competed in the
mixed woodwind and brass ensemble category.

(I-r) Mellissa Black, Leah Collins (former JPII student now atte

nding New
Horizons in Sherwood Park), Kim Pawlyna and Allison Scully.




Music Achievement

Day

John Paul Il High School was well repre-
sented at this years Music Achievement
Days, held in Fort Saskatchewan March 10-
14. Our Concert band, Stage band and
Choir took part under the direction of Mr.
Nobert, as well as several students who
entered in vocal and instrumental. All
groups did very well, with the Concert
Band and Choir finishing first in Grade
three Band and mixed Choir respectively.
The Stage Band also performed very well
finishing a close second to Ardrossan. All
those groups will be preforming at our
annual spring Concert Wednesday April

16 at 7:00 pm
A Mr. F . Nobert
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Fort Saskatchewan
Music Festival Association
Thank you to our many volunteers

who made
“Music
Achievement
Days”

We could not
have done it
without you!!!

soskalchey, &
@ o " Music pogtiva b5

such a success.
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