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TITLE:  A "JONAH" MOMENT, OR A "NAHUM" MOMENT--   (WHICH WILL IT BE?)

TEXT: Jonah 1:1-2 & 3:1-10; Nahum 1:7-15; Jere. 6:16;
Ex. 18:21; Deut. 1:13 & 16:18-20; 2 Chron. 7:13-15
INTRODUCTION: Today, I believe that our country is at a crossroads.

The crossroad of what direction we will take from here as a nation.

 Will we take the direction of Jonah or take the direction of Nahum.

 Jonah and Nahum where two Old Testament Prophets of God separated by about 100 years, both called to go to the city of Nineveh with a message from God.

 In the Old Testament book of Jonah, the Hebrew prophet was sent by the Lord to the wicked city of Nineveh -- the capital of the Assyrian empire -- in order to preach a message of imminent judgment. 
Jonah 1:1-2(NIV) 
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 
2“Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.”
 Now we all know the part of the story where Jonah initially tries to run from this mission because he doesn’t want to see the city of Nineveh repent and spared and ends up in the belly of a whale, vomited up on dry ground, and then very reluctantly goes into Nineveh with a message of repent or Nineveh will be destroyed.

  Nineveh responds to this message of either repentance or judgement….

Jonah 3:1-10(NIV) 
1Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: 
2“Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.” 
3Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very important city—a visit required three days. 
4On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He proclaimed: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.” 
5The Ninevites believed God. They declared a fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. 
6When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 
7Then he issued a proclamation in Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Do not let any man or beast, herd or flock, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. 
8But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 
9Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.” 
10When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.
 The response of Nineveh when faced with the sure judgment of God for their sins was national repentance, from the greatest to the least of them, from the king all the way down to the slave, and God relented and the nation was spared.

 They believed God's word, pleaded for mercy, and the Lord gave them mercy, even though He had never indicated that He would do so. 
  But this was not the only time the word of the Lord came to the people of Nineveh. 
  About 100 years later, the next generation of Ninevites had abandoned the Lord and fallen back into tremendous evil, violence, bloodshed, lies, sorcery and other wickedness. 
 In the Old Testament book of Nahum, we read that the Lord once again spoke to the people of Nineveh, this time through a different Hebrew prophet, this one named Nahum.
Nahum 1:7-15(NIV) 
7 The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him, 
8 but with an overwhelming flood he will make an end of Nineveh; he will pursue his foes into darkness. 
9 Whatever they plot against the LORD he will bring to an end; trouble will not come a second time. 
10 They will be entangled among thorns and drunk from their wine; they will be consumed like dry stubble.
11 From you, O Nineveh, has one come forth who plots evil against the LORD and counsels wickedness. 
12This is what the LORD says: “Although they have allies and are numerous, they will be cut off and pass away. Although I have afflicted you, O Judah, I will afflict you no more. 
13 Now I will break their yoke from your neck and tear your shackles away.” 
14 The LORD has given a command concerning you, Nineveh: “You will have no descendants to bear your name. I will destroy the carved images and cast idols that are in the temple of your gods. I will prepare your grave, for you are vile.” 
15 Look, there on the mountains, the feet of one who brings good news, who proclaims peace! Celebrate your festivals, O Judah, and fulfill your vows. No more will the wicked invade you; they will be completely destroyed.
 This time the outcome for Nineveh is different than in the time of Jonah-- The people of Nineveh do not repent. They do not listen to God's word. They do not plead for mercy. They do not turn from their wicked ways and start praying, fasting and begging God for forgiveness. And thus, mercy did not come. Instead, the judgment of God came upon the people, and in 612 B.C. the city of Ninevah was utterly destroyed. 
 Twice in their history as a nation Nineveh came to a crossroad…The first in the time of Jonah where they chose the road of national repentance and received Gods mercy whereby they were spared from the judgment that they in fact deserved.

 About a century later the Ninevites find themselves once again at the same crossroad, only this time they choose the road to destruction that they where currently on and destruction was what they received…..

Jeremiah 6:16(NIV) 
16This is what the LORD says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls. But you said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ 
 The Ninevites of Nahum’s day stood at the crossroad of repentance or rebellion and choose rebellion and where destroyed as a result.

  Today, we as Americans need to ask ourselves this question: Is America at a crossroad and if so will we choose the path revealed in the book Jonah, or will we choose the path revealed to us in the book of Nahum?
  Will we hear the word of the Lord that we have strayed far from the teachings of the Bible and allowed our land to become polluted with abortions and pornography and violence and great sexual immorality and wickedness of all kinds?
  Will we admit how far we have fallen from God's plan and purpose for our lives? Will we confess that our hearts are far from Jesus Christ and plead with the Lord for His mercy and grace and forgiveness? 
   Will we fast and pray and earnestly seek God's face, and implore Christ to give us another chance and send a great revival to America?
  Or will we ignore the word of the Lord and continue in our sins and watch our nation continue the decline into the abyss of apathy and rebellion toward God? 
  I believe that America is at a great crossroad today.

 This election, I believe, is a crossroad for America.

 The contrast between the candidates, and the political parties for that matter, could not be more defined.

 To define a political party you just need to look at their party’s platform, the things they believe in and adhere to as a political party.

 The two major political party’s platforms could be no more opposite of each other than they are, especially on the moral issues we face today…
 One Party believes in protecting life in all of its stages of development from conception to the grave, and the other party promotes the taking of life at its earliest stages if the mother so chooses.

 One party believes that marriage is a sacred instruction of God that can only be between one man and one woman, and the other party believes that two people, no matter what their gender, should be able to be married…

 The contrast between the two candidates running for the presidency could not be any more diverse either. 

 One is for larger government and one for smaller government.

 One believes that small business is the driving force of our economy and the other believes that government should play more of a role in our economy through more and more government intervention and regulation.

 One believes in the constitution as the rule of the land and should be strictly adhered to as it was written---The other sees the Constitution as a “living” document that can be changed to fit the times….

 One believes in judicial restraint and the other sees Judges as the ultimate authority and has no problem with their legislating from the bench (as long as they agree with their decision).
 But I believe that the Church needs to be primarily concerned on where these men stand on the moral issues…

 One believes that life begins at conception and that all life should be protected by law---the other believes that it is ok to take the life of the unborn if that is what the mother chooses to do, that the mothers rights trump any rights that the unborn child may have.

 One candidate believes that marriage is a sacred institution of God and that as such it can only be between one man and one woman.

  The other candidate believes that any two people should be able to marry even if they are of the same gender.

 One candidate believes in the original intent of the concept of separation of Church and state in that the Government can not interfere with the affairs of the Church but that the Church should be free to exercise its expression to those who govern.  
  The other believes that the Government should be able to interfere in the affairs of the Church if they don’t agree with them. That it is right to remove God from our public schools and public places and take down the Ten Commandments in our Court houses….
 One holds to the belief that America is and always has been a predominantly Christian nation.

 The other believes that America has never been a predominantly Christian nation but always has been a religiously diverse nation.

 Again, I firmly believe that America is at a crossroads today in whether America will go the way of Nineveh in Jonah’s day or go the way of Nineveh in Nahum’s day.

 The choice we make in who we choose for our leadership in this election may very well determine which way our country will go.

 Scripture tells us what to look for in leadership.

Exodus 18:21(NIV) 
21But select capable men from all the people—men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain—and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens.

Deuteronomy 1:13(NIV) 
13Choose some wise, understanding and respected men from each of your tribes, and I will set them over you.” 

Deuteronomy 16:18-20 You shall appoint judges and officers in all your gates, which the LORD your God gives you, according to your tribes, and they shall judge the people with just judgment. 
{19} You shall not pervert justice; you shall not show partiality, nor take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and twists the words of the righteous. {20} You shall follow what is altogether just, that you may live and inherit the land which the LORD your God is giving you.


 What should we be looking for in our national leadership?

 Capable men—men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain— those who will not pervert justice or show partiality or nor take a bribe, but men who are altogether just.

 We will most likely never have a perfect candidate running for public office so we need to choose those that most do fit these Biblical standards for leadership.

 Church, if you support a political candidate or a specific political party you need to know what that Party and that candidate stands for. Look at their party platform and see if it lines up to your beliefs as a Christian.
Each political party has a platform that consists of party planks. Each plank is what they believe on a certain issue…Put all the planks together and you get the party platform, what the party stands upon.

 I once had a friend that had accepted Christ into his life and he had grown up affiliated with a particular political party. He would send them money from time to time and always supported that parties candidates running for office.

  One day we were talking about each party’s planks that made up their platforms, what the party actually believes.                                                                                                                                                                            

 When he learned that the political party that he had supported all his life stood on the platform that abortion was Ok and the mothers rights to choose killing her child always trumped the unborn child’s right to live, and that the party he had supported all his life stood on the platform that people of the same gender should be able to marry each other if they wanted to, he was appalled and convicted that as a Christian he had ever supported that particular political party.
  He was convicted that he had actually sent them money to promote things that he fervently was morally opposed to.

 In many ways this may very well be the most important election of our lifetime.

 This election may very well determine if America will continue to be a prominent nation among the nations of the earth or whether it will decline into the proverbial abyss of apathy and rebellion against God.
 I believe God is speaking to us as a nation today through what the prophet Jeremiah spoke….

16This is what the LORD says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.

 The ancient paths refer to the path of God we once walked upon as a nation. The good way is the way of God, living righteous lives and striving to choose the Godliest leadership that we can.
 To see how far we have fallen as a nation we need to just reflect upon the state constitutions of our first states.
 Like virtually all the state constitutions, the Delaware constitution of 1776 established a Christian State by requiring: 

 Art. 22. Every person who shall be chosen a member of either house, or appointed to any office or place of trust . . . shall . . . make and subscribe the following declaration, to wit: "I ________, do profess faith in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ His only Son, and in the Holy Ghost, one God, Blessed for evermore; and I do acknowledge the holy scripture of the Old and New Testaments to be given by divine inspiration.”
 This oath was required for anyone who wished to hold public office in our first states!

 I believe the crossroad that we are at today as Americans is the same crossroad that Israel was at in:
2 Chronicles 7:13-15(NIV) 
13“When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people, 
14if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 
15Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place.
  As in no other time in our nation’s history I believe we need the Lords eyes to be open and His ears attentive to us as a nation to bring about healing to America.
 How can we be assured that His eyes are open and His ears attentive to us?

14if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

  As Gods people we need to be humbling ourselves before God and diligently praying for our nation and its leadership. 
  We need to diligently be seeking the face of God in our personal lives, striving to live Godly, Christ-like lives, turning from all our wicked ways, turning from our personal sins…We need to hold our leaders accountable to the same standards and vote only for those who come most in line with them.
 It is then and only then that God will heal our land and restore us to the true greatness of being the most reflective nation of Himself on planet earth--A beacon of the light of Christ to the nations of our world offering them the hope of Jesus.
 Which Nineveh will America become? The Nineveh of Jonah’s day or the Nineveh of Nahum’s day?
 The choice, I believe, is before us today…..

