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TITLE: Emotion verses Truth

TEXT: Jn. 8:31-32; 18: 37-38; 4:6; 10:1,7,9; Ro. 12:1-2;

1 Cop. 6:9-11; Ro. 5:8; 10:13; Heb. 10:25; 1 Co. 12:12,20,27

INTRODUCTION: The weeks immediately following the terrorist attacks on America on September 11th 2001 we saw a noticeable increase in church attendance across the country.

 Americans who had not been inside a Church for years suddenly felt the need to go.

  Millions more watched televised memorial services from the National Cathedral in Washington and St. Patrick’s in New York.

 This turning to religious faith caught the attention of many cultural commentators at the time. Columnist Peggy Noonan spoke for many people when she wrote in her column, “God is back”.

 Well actually God never went anywhere in the first place. She would have been more accurate to say,

“We turned back to God who has always been patently waiting”.

  New surveys today however paint somewhat of a different picture.

 Poll results released by the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life suggest that the post-September 11 spike in religious influence flattened out within a few short months.
 What is even more noteworthy is what Americans believe about the relationship between religion, morality, and truth.

 For instance, 60 percent of Americans believe that growing up in a religious home makes it more likely that a child will be a moral adult. Yet less than half say that a belief in God is necessary to be a moral person.

 Similarly, more then three-quarters of all Americans agree with the statement, “many religions can lead to eternal life.” What is even more distressing, according to the Pew study, is that nearly half of the “highly committed” evangelicals polled agreed with that statement –(that many religions can lead to eternal life)

  According to Charles Colsen, the inevitable conclusion from these kinds of studies and polling results is that religion in America has succumbed to what has been dubbed “Oprahfication” which gets its name from the talk-show host Oprah Winfrey.

 Columnist Terry Mattingly defines Oprahfication as the assumption that: all truth is based on human experiences, feelings and emotions….As opposed to the claims of religious doctrine, transcendent faith, or cultural traditions.

 Thus, the important thing about a religion is how it makes us feel, not whether it is true…
  In fact, questions about “truth claims” are often considered impolite, uncivil and even intolerant.

    If a particular belief makes a person happy then who are we to judge?
 As Mattingly notes, this is the direction that Americans religion, including evangelicalism, is headed in America, and the poll numbers seem to bear him out.
 It is this worldview that causes people to see all the religions of the world, even those with dramatically opposed doctrines to Christianity, as equally valid.
 Well, is religion a matter of sentiment, how we feel---- or is it a matter of truth?
 Jesus always talked about religion as a matter of truth not mere sentiment or emotion.
John 8:31 - 32 (NIV) 31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

 At Jesus trial as he was standing before the Roman governor, Pilate, Pilate asked Jesus the age old question… What is truth?

John 18:37 - 38 (NIV) 37“You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 38“What is truth?” Pilate asked. 

What is truth?

The Greek is: al-ay'-thi-a
truth:— truly, verity. (Certainty)

There are two ways to approach truth or two kinds of truth in our world today-- Subjective truth and objective truth.
 The world in which we live likes to embrace truth as subjective. Oprahfication is reliance upon subjective truth. Truth subjected to how we feel.
Let me give an example:
 Let’s say that I know a good Moslem or Hindu or Buddhist family.

 They are of strong faith and are living a moral life.

 They are good and loving people who would never harm anyone. They love their children and are kind to their neighbors and are really good citizens.
 I don’t feel like an all loving God would send these good people to hell just because they don’t believe the way that I believe as a Christian…
What have I done to truth here?

 I have subjected it to Oprahfication! I have subjected it to how I feel and by doing so I have made it subjective truth. I have subjected it to how I feel.
 I have subjected it to my feelings!

What is wrong with that?

If my feelings change then so will my truth!

Objective truth, on the other hand, is truth that is true under any matter under consideration. Truth that is true whether we feel like it or not.
 Let me give you an example of Scriptural objective truth. Truth that is true whether we may feel like it or not.
John 14:6 (NIV) 6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Jesus said of himself: I am the way and the truth and the life and no one comes to the Father except they come through me!
I am the way to the Father! I am the truth of the Father and it is only through Me that life can be attained with the Father! No one can come to the Father except they come through me!

      Jesus had illustrated this by metaphor  in:
John 10:1 (NIV) 1“I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber.  

 John 10:7 & 9(NIV) 7Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep….  9I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.

 A Moslem, Hindu or Buddhist, no matter how good or moral people they may be, they will never seek to enter through the gate of Christ while they remain true to their current faith systems…
They will try to get in by another entrance, another gate or some other way….. But that other way does not exist! Jesus Himself described all those who would try to come to the Father in any way other than through Him as thieves and robbers.

 I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber.  

…..I am the gate for the sheep….  whoever enters through me will be saved.

 Do you realize that as a Christian if we believe that there are other ways to God then by the surrendering of one’s life to Christ through repentance of sin and giving Christ Lordship of our life that we have made the truth of our faith subjective and have actually even denounced it!

 By saying that all good people will go to Heaven regardless of their religious belief because God is a loving God is to subject Gods truth about salvation to how we may feel.
 The problem with that is that our feelings can be incorrect and have little to nothing to do with the reality of truth.
 Jesus didn’t say that He was a way, a truth, a life and one way to get to the Father----He said that He was the way, the truth, the life and the only way to get to the Father.
You may have a friend that is a Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist or one of the other religions of the world other than Christianity that is a good person living a good life but that will not nor cannot save them!

The thing that separates Christianity from all the other religions of the world is Jesus! Emmanuel! God with us! God become flesh to die on a cross to pay the price of our sin and offer us a way to be reconciled to God!

  If we say that people can get to God apart from a personal saving  relationship with Christ we denounce our own faith….
 If we really believe that there are other ways to God then Jesus, then Jesus didn’t have to die on the cross!

 What Jesus did at Calvary wasn’t needed! Jesus wasn’t necessary if there are other ways to God!

The objective truth of God’s Word, truth that is true under any matter under consideration, truth that is true whether we feel like it or understand it or not, is that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life and that no one will come to the Father unless they come through Him…
 Last week we talked about our calling and Gods command to us as Christians to become holy as God is Holy…

 This is not a doctrine of salvation by works but it is our only adequate response to what Jesus did for us on the cross.
Paul says this in:

 Romans 12:1 - 2 (NIV) 1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.  2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
 In view of God’s mercy---- offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 
Striving to perfect holiness in our life is only a reasonable response to what Jesus has done for us!

Striving to perfect holiness in our life is offering up our bodies as a living sacrifice holy and pleasing to God and it is our spiritual act of worship to God to do so…
 We don’t strive to perfect Gods holiness in our life to become saved we strive to perfect Gods holiness in our life because we aer saved…
 That striving to perfect the Holiness of Christ in our life becomes a central act of our worship of God.
This too is the objective truth of God’s Word.
 It is true whether we fully understand it or comprehend it or not..
 All too often we try to live our lives by subjective truth rather than by objective truth. We try to subject truth to our feelings and our emotions and we fall prey to Oprahfication..
 Any time we start out a sentence or thought with  “I don’t feel” especially when talking about a truth of God we are on shaky ground. 

Why? Because we cannot always trust how we feel can we?
 Our feelings are just as subject to our fallen and sinful nature as the rest of our being is.
Subjective truth says=

 If I am living a homosexual lifestyle I feel like it is ok because I feel like this is the way that God created me so I don’t feel like it is wrong.
 The objective truth of God’s word, truth that is true under any matter under consideration, says in:

 1 Corinthians 6:9 - 11 (NIV) 9Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders  10nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 
 We need to be careful with making truth subject to how we feel!

A wife may say, I don’t feel like my husband loves me anymore or a husband may say that they don’t feel like their wife loves them anymore…..

  Often those feeling are simply not based in fact. Sometimes they may be but more often than they aren’t.

Sometimes when going through a difficult time in life a Christian may say that they don’t feel like God loves them anymore…..

 Those feelings do not change the fact, the truth, that He does regardless of what may be going on in your life.
 I have heard people say, I have done a lot of bad things in my life and I don’t feel like God could ever forgive me. 

 The objective truth of God’s Word, truth that is true under any matter under consideration, says:

 Romans 5:8 (NIV) 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

 
Romans 10:13 (NIV) 13for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

 Subjective truth says…

 You know, I don’t feel like going to Church because there is a lot of hypocrisy there. 

The objective truth of God’s Word, truth that is true under any matter under consideration, says:

 Hebrews 10:25 (NIV) 25Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

Subjective truth says…

I don’t feel like it really matters if I come to Church or not. I don’t feel like I would even be missed. 
The objective truth of God’s Word, truth that is true under any matter under consideration, says:

 1 Corinthians 12:12,20,27(NIV) 12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.  20As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.  

 If Satan can get us to embrace truth subjectively, by how we feel, instead of objectively, then He can pretty much neutralize our effectiveness as a Christian within the Church and within our world.
God’s word is filled entirely with objective truths!

Every word that has ever come forth from the mouth of God is objective truth.
 It is true whether we feel like it or not.
There may be many things within Gods Word that we simply don’t understand but just because we may fail to understand them fully it doesn’t change the fact that they are objective truth--truth that is true under any matter under consideration.
 And instead of our interpreting and embracing Gods truth through Oprahfication, embracing it by how we feel on any given day, we need to embrace it as the objective truth that it is.
  It means what it says and says what it means…

Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

 If you hold to my teaching ( if you embrace them as the objects of truth that they are), (then) you are really my disciples.  32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

 Oprahfied truth, truth that we have made subject to our feeling, our emotions, is not a truth that will set us free…
 It is only the objective truth of God that has the power to set the captive free. It is only as we embrace Gods Word as the object of truth that it is that we will find the forgiveness of sin and the power to change and transform our lives into who and what God wants us to be.

 It is only as we embrace the truth of God objectively that we will be able to be transformed into the earthly images of Christ that God has called us to be and have the power to tear down the enemies strongholds in our life, snatch people from the flames of hell and live a life of victory in Christ destined to spend our eternity with God.
 This morning, how is it that you are embracing Gods truth in your life? Are you embracing it subjectively, are you allowing your emotions, your feelings, to define what is or is not truth?

 Or are you embracing Gods truth objectively? Embracing Gods Word as truth regardless of what your feelings or emotions may be telling you?

 It is only as we embrace Gods truth objectively, His Words as literal objects of truth, that we will find the true freedom and power and purpose that God has for us.
If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”


