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One of my favorite Sunday School blunders has to do with this mornings Gospel.  A lad comes home from church and shows his parents the art work he drew in Sunday school that day.  That’s interesting looking honey, his mother says and asks him to explain his drawing.  The boy says this is a picture of the flight to Egypt.  There’s Joseph and Mary with the baby Jesus.  Honey, why are they in a plane?  This is the flight into Egypt mom.  And up in the front is Pontius the pilot.  As Art Linkletter used to say, “Kids say the darndest things!”  But ya gotta luv ‘em tho.  Just like Joseph must have loved Jesus cause that whole situation must have been the darndest thing Joseph ever saw… 
Quite a guy this Joseph the carpenter.  The mostly forgotten father figure in Jesus’ life on earth.
· He is betrothed (engaged) to Mary, the second step in a 3 step process toward marriage in Israel.

· She gets pregnant, not by him – that must have been very disappointing for Joseph.

· Instead of making a big fuss to get himself off the hook, instead of having Mary stoned, Joseph determines that he will divorce Mary quietly.

· After an angel appears to Joseph in a dream, he carries through with the marriage to Mary
· He hangs out in a barn all night at the birth of a child not his own

· Now we see him fleeing into Egypt to protect the child from Herod.

· And we see him return from there with the family and settle in a different place, Nazareth in Galilee, away from Herod’s son in Jerusalem.  It’s here that Joseph helps raise Jesus.

· Later, we see him at the Temple incident when Jesus is 12.  That’s it!  That’s what we know.

Yet we really know a lot about Joseph by virtue of his 4 angelic dreams.

1. Joseph is told to go through with the wedding to Mary, which he does.
2. After the wise guys show up, he’s told in a dream to get up and take his family to Egypt.  He wakes up and they immediately leave where they are and go to Egypt.  He doesn’t even wait till morning.

3. After the death of Herod, an angel tells Joseph in a dream to return to Israel. So, Joe goes.
4. When he arrives in Israel, he finds that Herod’s son is the ruler and an angel re-directs him to settle elsewhere.  Nazareth becomes home.
Quite a guy for sure this Joseph.  Quite an ordinary guy really.  Just a carpenter. From a small town.  Not some extraordinary Biblical super hero who has a direct line to God.  Just a common guy with an uncommon mission.
The first thing you and I can learn from Joseph (and Mary) is that you don't have to be a special person in order for God to come into your life and do something special with your life.  Sometimes we try to escape God's claim on us by clinging to the belief that God uses only special people, especially good people, deeply religious people.  Since you and I are just ordinary people, we reason, God isn't much interested in us.  Joseph proves, however, that there are no special qualifications or pedigrees necessary for participating in God's eternal plans.  In his own time and place, he was essentially a nobody, yet God's used Joseph in a very important way.

The second thing we can see about Joseph is that he paid attention when God entered his life. When you and I read the stories about angels appearing to Joseph, we picture in our minds the arrival of magnificent, winged creatures whose presence is so overwhelming that one could not help but take notice.  It seems to have been that way with Mary, but it may not have been so with Joseph. It is easy to dismiss an angel as a figment of the imagination, or as a bit of undigested supper, as did Ebenezer Scrooge in his dream of Christmas past and present and future. The angels may have spoken to Joseph in barely audible whispers, or in the realm that lies somewhere between imagination and dream. All we really know for sure is that when Joseph had an encounter with God by way of angels, he did not try to explain it away, but rather paid attention and responded.
In today's world, we sometimes hear of someone who has had a visitation from God, but we rarely believe that such things actually happen. We think such people are naïve or strange. And sometimes, we may think that God is trying to say something to us, but our rational minds won't allow us easily to entertain the possibility. Perhaps most of the time, God is speaking in subtle and gentle ways, yet we cannot hear because our spiritual sensors are underdeveloped or rusty so we do not hear what God is saying. And sometimes, we don't really want to hear God. We prefer to let his message to us be drowned out by the noise of busy lives.

Joseph was an ordinary guy who paid attention to God when God came calling. But what God had to say to him was hardly ordinary. Perhaps the most important thing we can say about Joseph is that he accepted God's word and obeyed His command. It wasn't easy. To do so involved him in a nearly untenable situation with his marriage to a woman carrying someone else's child. Nevertheless, he obeyed. He heard God and set out in a new direction. He went to Bethlehem, then to Egypt, then back to Israel settling in Nazareth. And somewhere along the way, Joseph drops out of historical view, but not before raising God’s incarnate Son to at least young adulthood.  
Has God spoken to you lately?  Did God speak to you sometime long ago?  Did God give you a task to accomplish, a path to follow, a way of life to lead?  Did you obey God?  Are you still listening?

On four occasions the choice Joseph made was crucial. It's interesting that it wasn't Mary, the mother of God, to whom the angels appeared on these occasions, but Joseph.  Joseph who had no physical connection with the baby, and who might well have been very resentful of the fact that he was responsible for a child who wasn't his. But he made his choices based on what he had heard from God. If he had made a different choice at any of those four points, perhaps we would never have known the savior of the world.  Imagine what might have happened if Joseph had awakened and said, "Ah. It was only a dream!" 

But he didn't. Joseph was obedient and he took immediate action. As soon as he woke from dreaming, he changed course and set out in the new direction. He could have been wrong. He could have just ignored it all. Instead, he took a risk on God, and changed the course of history. 

What about you?  Do you listen to or ignore that sometimes quiet little voice in your head that tells you to do something that doesn’t seem make sense?  God’s not going to use His still, small voice to tell you to do something clearly against His will.  But He might say something that seems so insignificant that you would easily ignore it.  Something like: turn left here, or go visit thus and such a person or pass that truck, now!  That last one seemed odd to Skip Wiley, a guy I knew long ago, but he went ahead and did it anyway while driving thru the mountains of PA.  And lo and behold, as he looked in his rear view mirror, the large concrete pipes on that truck were rolling off the back where his little Subaru had just been.  He and his family would have been crushed in an instant.  Skip is just an ordinary guy who has learned to listen to and obey God’s voice, even when, or maybe especially when, what’s said makes no logical sense.
He took a risk passing that truck on what might seem a whim.  But he was at greater risk in not passing it.  Joseph took some risks listening to and obeying the voice of God when it didn’t look like a good idea too.  And look what happened because of it!  What may God be saying to you that goes unnoticed because it seems risky or maybe insignificant or even just plain frivolous?  Will you allow solutions and blessings to slip by because of lack of obedience?  Or, will you listen to God’s often subtle voice and like Joseph, and my buddy Skip, respond obediently, immediately, knowing that what you do may change a life or many lives in a positive way for God’s glory?  


Let us pray: Lord, open our ears to hear you, our hearts to receive you and our wills to obey you.  Amen


