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TITLE: The Beauty of Character

TEXT: Pro. 31:10-14, 12:4, 31:30; 1 Pet. 3:3-4; Is. 53:2;

          Lk.  6:45; Ps. 119:9-11;  2 Co. 5:20-21; Phil 2:5-8

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the beauty of Character. Do you see character as a beautiful thing? Do you know what character is?

Character is defined:

A characteristic property that defines the apparent individual nature of something…

The inherent complex of attributes that determine a person’s moral and ethical actions and reactions….Good repute…or Good reputation.
 Charles Colson in his devotional “How Now Shall We Live” shares this scenario….
 The women are wondering about the living room, chatting, sipping drinks, and nibbling on nachos. One by one, they disappear into another room, where a doctor injects them with a syringe full of diluted botulinum toxin type A, better known as Botox.

 The drug temporarily paralyzes the mussels that cause wrinkles. Within days, a wrinkled forehead becomes as smooth as a young girl’s---at least for a few months. The injections must be repeated.

 Just in the United States alone millions of people will ask for Botox treatments in this coming year. There will be additional millions who will undergo costly plastic or cosmetic surgery simply to make themselves look better.

WHY?

Why are so many Americans so willing to spend so much money and endure so much pain for results that are so temporary?

In his book, “When no one sees: The Importance of Character in an age of image”, philosopher Os Guinness says that it has to do with the modern world’s obsession with physical appearance.

 Guinness believes that this obsession with appearance began when Americans started moving more from the country to cities, from small, stable, face to face relationships ---to fast, superficial, largely anonymous acquaintances.
 The result, he says, was “an accompanying shift from an emphasis on internal character to one’s external appearance. Thus the traditional ideal of “the strong character” has given away to the “striking personality” and the “successful image”.

 He says that the dramatic increase in cosmetic procedures “is the mirror image of the decline of character” in our society.

 Plastic surgery was once basically confined to those with disfiguring war injuries or victims of severe accidents.

 Having plastic surgery for purely aesthetic or for purely cosmetic reasons used to be considered a mark of vanity because perfectibility was understood to lie within the spiritual, not the physical realm.
But today even teenagers are beating on the doors of plastic surgeons, anxious to remove that small bump on the nose or to enlarge their breasts.
The danger of valuing image over character, I believe, becomes clear in the political arena, where good looking candidates are considered more elect-able than less attractive ones.
Under today’s standards of elect ability, common or even uncomely looking men such as Abraham Lincoln would probably of never been nominated by his party to run for the presidency of the United States.
I believe the same is true in other areas of life as well.
 Many companies will pass over more intellectually qualified and gifted people for those who may be more outwardly attractive.
  Instead of looking into character they rely upon image. In fact, many times image becomes paramount to character within our society.
Even our young people experience this every day in the relationships that they encounter with their peers.
How many times has a child been outcast or ostracized because they didn’t look the part?  Maybe they didn’t dress like the in-crowd or possess the same quality of outward beauty as the rest of the click..
 I believe we all need to be more aware of the modern tendency to admire image and personality over character and conviction..
Scripture has a lot to say to us about the development of character…

Solomon, said to be the wisest man on the earth, once wrote in the book of Proverbs….

Proverbs 31:10 - 11 (NIV) 10£    A wife of noble character who can find?     She is worth far more than rubies. 11    Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value.

Proverbs 12:4 (NIV) 4    A wife of noble character is her husband’s crown…..
Proverbs 31:30 (NKJV) 30    Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing,  But a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised.

 Solomon recognized that true beauty does not project itself in image but true beauty is reflected in Character!

30    Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing,     But a woman who fears the Lord, (a woman of character), she shall be praised. A woman of character is worth far more then rubies! A woman, a wife, of character is her husband’s crown!

 What qualified Solomon to make these statements or be an expert in this area?

EXPERIENCE!  Solomon was probably the best expert we could ever hope to find on this particular subject.
 Why?  Solomon is said to of have 700 wives and over 300 hundred concubines!

 Many of whom I am sure were raving beauties! 12 on a scale of 1-10!

 Yet, in what does Solomon attribute true beauty? In the Character not the image..
It is character that Peter is describing when he says in: 1 Peter 3:3 - 4 (NKJV) 3Do not let your adornment be merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel— 4rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God. 
 Don’t let your adornment, your beauty, be merely outward----rather let your beauty be found in the hidden person of the heart with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit which is very precious in the sight of God.
 Why is it that God sees beauty inwardly instead of outwardly?
 Because God looks at the character and not the image!

 As an example I want to look at the Lord Jesus Himself..
 Most of us would probably feel that Jesus was the most beautiful person that has ever lived. And He was..
 But it wasn’t because of a beautiful image but because of a beautiful Character.
 Listen to Isaiah’s description of the coming Christ…. 

Isaiah 53:2 (NIV) 2    He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground.     He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
Did you catch that?

 He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.

Yet, many were drawn to Him like a nail to a magnet!

Many perceived Him to be the most beautiful thing this earth has ever seen…
Why? It probably wasn’t because of His good looks or charismatic nature..
 His beauty was in who He was on the inside not in what was projected on the outside.
In fact, Jesus had a perfect character! He had and has the character of God…
Jesus real beauty was manifest from the inside out not the outside in.
And the truth of Solomon was not gender exclusive.
Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing,  But a person who fears the Lord, (a person of character), shall be praised. Any person of character is worth far more then rubies! Any person of character, whether a husband or a wife, is a crown to their mate!

So how does one develop character? The kind of character that scripture tells us is very precious in the sight of God?

   -- Abraham Lincoln
Character is like a tree and reputation like its shadow. The shadow is what we think of it; the tree is the real thing. 
 In other words reputation is the manifestation or shadow that the tree of character cast..
Character is first and foremost a matter of the heart..
Luke 6:45 (NIV) 45The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.

 John Wooden  once said it this way:

Be more concerned with your character than with your reputation, because your character is what you really are, while your reputation is merely what others think you are. 

Character is developed from what transpires within our hearts….

 Have you ever watched the icicle as it is formed?  Have you noticed how it froze, one drop at a time, until it was a foot long, or more?  If the water was clean, the icicle remained clear and sparkles brightly in the sun; but if the water was slightly muddy, the icicle looked foul, and its beauty was spoiled.  

 Our characters are formed in this same way.  One little thought or feeling at a time adds its influence. 

 If each thought is pure and right, the soul will be lovely, and will sparkle; but if impure and wrong, there will be deformity and wretchedness. The clarity and brilliance will be fouled by the impurities.
King David speaks of the development of Character in: Psalms 119:9 - 11 (NIV) 9    How can a young man keep his way pure?  By living according to your word. 10 
   I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. 11    I have hidden your word in my heart  that I might not sin against you.

  -- F.B. Meyer

  The supreme test of goodness is not in the greater but in the smaller incidents of our character and practice; not what we are when standing in the searchlight of public scrutiny, but when we reach the firelight flicker of our homes; not what we are when some clarion-call rings through the air, summoning us to fight for life and liberty, but our attitude when we are called to sentry-duty in the grey morning, when the watch-fire is burning low.  It is impossible to be our best at the supreme moment if character is corroded and eaten into by daily inconsistency, unfaithfulness, and besetting sin. 

   The late C.S. Lewis said that people can ask only three basic ethical or philosophical questions. 
 To describe them, he used the metaphor of ships at sea. When sailing ships leave port to embark on a journey, sailors must determine three things, according to Lewis.
  First, they must know how to keep from bumping into one another. This is a question of "social ethics." In other words, how do we get along with one another on this journey called life?
  Second, they must know how the individual ships remain seaworthy. This is "personal ethics," and it deals with the individual's vices and virtues - with character.
  Finally, sailors must decide where the ships are going. What is their mission and their destination?   

 This last question is the ultimate one for us. What is the purpose of human life? Why are we here?

 Why is it that we are here? Let me get even more specific…Why is it that we are here as a Christian?

 Once we come to a saving relationship with Christ why are we left here on earth? What is our purpose?

 We are here to fellowship with and serve God and reflect, not so much His image, but reflect His character within our world.
2 Cor. 5:20-21 NIV 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us-----  God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
 Our becoming the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus or becoming righteous through our relationship with Christ will only happen as we strive to develop a Christ like character.
Simply put, as an ambassador of Christ we are to reflect and represent, not ourselves, but represent Jesus to our world.

Philippians 2:5-8 (NIV) 
5 (NIV)  Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6  Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7  but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 

 How does one truly become an ambassador of Christ?

 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus..
 Mind, soul and heart are all synonymous in Greek thought.

 They are interchangeable terms that speak of the place where the character is developed and resides.
 As Christians we are to put on the mind of Christ! We are to strive to think and act like Jesus thought and acted! We are to strive to develop His character within our lives!

What was the mind of Christ?

(He) made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross.. 
The character of Christ was determined by His devotion to God…
 If we are to have a Christ like character it will be determined the same way-- By our devotion to God.
 Until the year 1100, most people in Europe had only one name. But with an increase in the population, surnames were added so people could be more easily identified. These came from four primary sources: an occupation, such as Cook or Miller; a location, such as Overhill or Brook; an ancestor, such as John's son (Johnson); or a personal characteristic, such as Small, Short, or Longfellow.

   When God wanted to name an entire people -- His chosen nation -- He looked past occupations, locations, and ancestors to base this new name on the character of one man: Jacob.

   One day in an incredible wrestling match with God Himself, Jacob insisted that the Lord bless him before departing. So God changed his name from Jacob, "trickster," to Israel, which means "he fights or prevails with God."

 In Christ we have all been given a new name! The name is Christian! 

 A Christ like one! One who is striving to be like Jesus! 

 God doesn’t expect us to change our image but He expects us to change our character!

God doesn’t measure beauty from the outside but from the inside…
  And so should we!


1 Peter 3:3 - 4 (NIV) 3Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes.  4Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. 

 A question of challenge this morning; how is it that we judge beauty? By the outward appearance, the image of a person or from what lies within a person’s heart, the character of the person?

 And in regards to our own life and relationship with the Lord, are we allowing the character of Christ to truly be developed within us?  

Are we truly becoming the ambassadors of Christ that He has called and ordained for us to be?
 Reflecting Jesus to a world that desperately needs to see and come to know Him!

Christ in you the hope of glory!
 The hope of one day achieving glory for ourselves and the hope of bringing Gods glory into our world today…


