Sachem Upsets Lindenhurst In Division I Semifinal
By Ronald A. Busse

Battling the cold November rain of Long Island’s latest Nor’easter on Saturday the 16th, Lindenhurst saw their season come to a wet and muddy premature end, as the Sachem Flaming Arrows defeated the Bulldogs, 18-12, in the Suffolk Division I football semifinal.

     Both teams took the soggy field ready to play, but it was Sachem’s (7-2) high emotions that set the tone on the opening kickoff.  Following a 43-yard kickoff return to Lindy’s 37-yard line, Sachem halfback Charles Hall scored on a 37- yard run.  Shocked, Lindenhurst (7-2) trailed 6-0 after just 31 seconds of play.

     Unable to recover from the touchdown, the Bulldogs found themselves down by a 12-0 count after the first quarter.  Hall, a senior, scored his second of three touchdowns from one yard out after the Flaming Arrows had driven 80 yards in nine plays.
     Feeling deflated but not beaten, the Bulldogs fought back, boosted by quarterback Matt Quigley.  Lindy’s offense moved the ball 66 yards and controlled the clock for 17 plays, as Quigley stepped up to complete four of six passes for 32 yards.  The long drive was thwarted, however, when Scott Zeffiro intercepted Quigley at the one-foot line.

     Lindenhurst got a second chance when Sachem fumbled on its next possession.  The Bulldogs’ Steve Schaffer recovered the ball at the Flaming Arrows’ 6-yard line.  Two plays later, junior halfback John Glynn carried it in from five yards out to cut the deficit to 12-6 with 1:57 remaining in the first half.

     A relentless Sachem squad answered right back, though, with another rushing touchdown by Hall.  It took only 1:28 to extend their lead to 18-6 and grab the momentum back for good.
     Ironically, the Bulldogs’ only other loss this season came at the hands of Sachem in Week 2, falling by a narrow score of 19-14.              
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