



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image1.emf]THE LIFE OF DAVID    I       " Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me !" cried blind Bartimaeus. At this cry the  Son of God stopped and miraculously healed the eyes of the blind man. We marvel at the  glory and power of the healing Christ, but perhaps we should  also marvel and wonder at  the importance given this man David, that the Savior of the world should be called the  "Son of David." What great qualities did David possess, or what were his  accomplishments that his name should be so closely linked with the Lord of Glory?  The  study of the life of David reveals a man who found a place in the heart of God, and  therefore in His plan and eternal purpose.     1.   What does Christ call Himself in  Revelation 22:16 ?  ___________________________          ____________________ ________________________________________________     2.    Romans 1:3  says that Christ, according to the flesh, was made of ________________          ____________________________________________________________________     3.   What was the Lord's testimony about David?  Acts 13:22b ______________________           ___________________________________________________________________           ___________________________________________________________________     These New Testament verses reveal the high and holy calling of  an ordinary  shepherd boy whose love for God took him to the throne of Israel and gave him a  glorious place in God's plan of the ages.     I SAMUEL 16  -  READ THE CHAPTER FIRST     The story of the life of David spans 62 chapters in the Old Testament (I Samuel 16  through I Kings 2).  In addition, many of the psalms written by David give further insight  into his life and ministry.   David is first mentioned in scripture by name in I Samuel 16:13. God had finally rejected  the first king of Israel, Saul, because of his  continued disobedience.  However, the Bible  says, " The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself  strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward Him ..." (II Chronicles 16:9).     1.   The Lord sought a new king and found him among  ____________________________             _______________________________________________________.  I Samuel 16:1     2.   What did Samuel declare when he saw Jesse’s son, Eliab?  v. 6  ___________________          __________________________________ __________________________________    



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image2.emf]EZEKIEL  1   CHAPTERS  1 - 11     INTRODUCTION     A.    The Book     The prophecies of Ezekiel span  a period of about 22 years -- from seven years before the  city of Jerusalem was destroyed until about fifteen years afterward.  Ezekiel lived and  prophesied in Babylon during the entire period of his ministry.     Before the fall of Jerusalem, Ezekiel pleaded with God's chosen people to repent of their  sins, to stop trusting in the Egyptians for deliverance from the Babylonian yoke, and to  know that the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple was inevitable.   After the fall of Jerusalem, Ezekiel spoke to the ex iled Jews about God's promises of  future deliverance, the restoration to their land, and the assurance of future blessings.     B.    The Theme     No fewer than seventy times, Ezekiel presents with only slight variation the message,  "They shall know that I am Jehovah."     C.    The Prophet     Ezekiel was both a priest and a prophet.  He was one of ten thousand captives taken to  Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar during the time of King Zedekiah's reign in Judah.  His  messages date from 593 to 571 B.C. Please refer to the histo rical chart below.     D.    Outline and Content of the Book     I.     Chapters 1 - 3       The call of Ezekiel   II.    Chapters 4 - 24      The disobedience and judgment of Jerusalem and the nation   III.   Chapters 25 - 32     The disobedience and judgment of Gentile nations   IV.   Chapters 33 - 48     The restoration of Israel   Following page      Historical     Chart        The    Book    of    Ezekiel  



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image3.emf]EZEKIEL  II     CHAPTERS 12  -  28     CHAPTER 12  -  READ THE CHAPTER FIRST     In the preceding chapters, Ezekiel had seen the Lord in all His glory; he had received  revelations of the destruction and desolation of Israel and had viewed the abominations  that were tak ing place in both Israel and the temple at Jerusalem. Now God called upon  His servant to act out in  pantomime  ( action   with out speech as a w ay of expressing oneself )  the  part of an exile preparing to flee for his life.     1.   Ezekiel was not to speak a word to the children of Israel, for he dwelt in the midst of a  rebellious house, which had eyes to see, and ______________________________ ;  they had ears to hear, but ____________________________________________  v. 2     2.   What was Ezekiel to prepare for removing?  v. 3 ______________________________           This "s tuff" was personal belongings the exiles would need in their flight from  danger.     3.   Where was Ezekiel told to move these things?  v. 3____________________________     4.  In the twilight hour, as he carried his stuff upon his shoulders, what was Ezekiel  instructed to do to his face?  v. 6 __________________________________________     5.   Ezekiel’s tongue was now loosened so that he might reveal the reason for his pantomime.   Who was to suffer this fate?  v. 10            a. ________________________________ b. ____ ___________________________           This vision was literally fulfilled.  Read II Kings 25:1 - 22.     6.   Why was God going to spare a few men from the sword, famine and pestilence?  v. 16          ____________________________________________________________________     7.   The cities of Israel were to be _____________________________________ ; and the         land would be ___________________________________________ ; and they would          know __________________________________________________________ .  v. 20     8.    The children of Israel refused to listen to Ezekiel’s warnings and used a proverb  against him -- "Prophecies of judgment will not befall, for the  days________________             ____________________________ .  The visions will not  come to pass, for does not  every ____________________________________________ ?”  v. 2 2  



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image4.emf]EZEKIEL III     CHAPTERS 29  -  48     CHAPTER 29  -  READ THE CHAPTER FIRST     Chapter 29 is the first of four chapters dealing with God's judgment upon Egypt.  As with  other Gentile nations, the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:3) was used as the general  criterion for judgment.  Egypt's specific sin of pride and failure to support Israel in her  time of need are enumerated in Chapters 29 through 32.     1.   What metaphor did God use to describe Pharaoh in  verse 3 ? ____________________          ______________________________ ______________________________________      2.   The Pharaoh was mighty, but God was about to do two things to him. What were they?           vv. 4, 5            a. __________________________________________________________________            b. __________________________________________________________________     3.   What metaphor did God use to describe the inhabitants of Egypt in  verse 6 ?          ____________________________________________________________________       4.   When Israel leaned upon Egypt for support, wha t happened to Egypt?   v. 7          ____________________________________________________________________     5.   What happened to Israel?  v. 7            a. __________________________________________________________________            b. __________________________________________________________________     6.   When God brought His sword against Egypt, the land became ___________________          and ____________________________________________________________.  v. 9     7.   What boast did Pharaoh make (vv. 3, 9) that broug ht God's judgment upon him?          ____________________________________________________________________     8.   How long was the land of Egypt to be uninhabited?  v. 11 ______________________     9.   Although Egypt was to be rebuilt (vv. 13,14), what limitations did God place upon  her future?  v. 15  _________________________________________________________          ____________________________________________________________________          ____________________________________________________________________    



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image5.emf]MINOR   PROPHETS       The last twelve books of the Old Testament are called the Minor Prophets.  These books  are not "minor" in content, but are so called because of their length.  From the beginning  of creation, God has spoken in some way to His people.  The se men who were prophets  by calling, not by birth or merit, actually became the voice of God to their generation.  As  each prophet received revelation from God, they were bound by a compelling burden to           deliver their message.  They were captives of divine truth.  The personality and style of  each prophet show forth through each prophecy.     A brief review of Israel's history (see time line below) will help in understanding the  background from which the prophets delivered their messages.  After the re ign of  Solomon, Israel was divided into two kingdoms.  The northern kingdom, called Israel,  was composed of 10 tribes, and the capital was Samaria.  Israel committed complete  spiritual adultery and outrageous idolatry; she was ruled by nine dynasties, all wicked.  The southern kingdom, called Judah, was composed of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin,  and the capital was Jerusalem.  Judah was ruled by one dynasty, with some good kings  and some bad.  She wavered between periods of backsliding and revival accordi ng to the  spiritual state of her king. However, in the end Judah finally degenerated into ritualistic  revivals.     Israel was taken captive by Assyria.  Judah held out for another 135 years and then was  taken captive by Babylon.  Babylon also overthrew portions of Assyria.  Eventually,  Babylon was conquered by the Medo - Persian Empire.  Under the rule of the Persian  King, Cyrus, the Jews were allowed to return to their homeland to rebuild the temple and  Jerusalem.   The ministries of the minor prophets begin al most 100 years before the captivity of Israel  and end about 100 years after the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem.  Joel was the first  prophet, speaking primarily to Judah; Malachi was the last prophet to utter the words of  God, 400 years before the coming of Jesus Christ.                                    ISRAEL                                                  10 Tribes                       ASSYRIA     SOLOMON’S                                                           BABYLON    MEDO  -  PERSIA    RESTORATION        RE IGN                                                2 Tribes                                JUDAH       This course will cover the first two minor prophets -- Hosea and Joel.  Additional courses  will follow, containing the books of the prophets in Biblical order.    



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image6.emf]J O S H U A   ENTERING INTO THE PROMISED LAND     (An Introduction to the Book of Joshua)     I.   INTRODUCTION     The aim of this course is to uncover and examine a realm of Christianity thrilling to all  who visit it, yet experienced by only a few. Only the ears of faith can hear the victory  anthems of saints who have passed over into this realm.  Only the eyes of vision can see  the door still open to any believer not yet satisfied until he also passes over into this  realm.     This is a spiritual realm in which the be liever leaves behind what he has always thought  to be the facts of life and enters into the living truth of God's word.  It is as real as being  transported to another world, for in this new realm all the rules are changed; all things  operate differently.   In the realm of truth, lies crumble into dust and the truth frees us from doubt and fear.  In  the realm of the Spirit, the word of God becomes a reality in our lives.  It was born in the  hearts of men of history who were caught up into this realm.  The word  of God was born  in the realm of the Spirit and in this realm it operates.  If your ears can hear the victory        anthems of saints who have gone before, and if faith inspires your heart to be lifted above  the realm of doubt and fear, you too will discover the living reality of God's word.     It is sad that these truths just discussed are strange and mysterious to many of God's  people, because they are covered so clearly in the pages of scripture.  This spiritual realm  is exemplified throughout Jewish histo ry and is meant to be the common experience for  every Christian believer.     1.   In  Ephesians 2:6 , where is the church seated? _______________________________     2.   What is waiting for the people of God?  Heb. 4:9 _____________________________     3.   According to  Romans 8:4 , how are we to walk? _____________________________     4.   What did Paul say that he was trying to attain?  Phil. 3:11          ____________________________________________________________________     5.   What kind of calling is mentioned in  Phili ppians 3:14 ?  ________________________     6.   What do the children of God have?  Rom. 8:21 _______________________________    



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image7.emf]THE  BOOK  OF  MICAH       In the book of Micah, Israel is pictured as a sinful nation whose time for judgment was  near.  Israel was to be led into captivity because of her sins.  However, after captivity,  Israel as a redeemed nation would enjoy the blessings of a Millennial Kingdom. In the  first section of his book, Micah shows Israel being destroyed by false  rulers.  The last  section foretells Israel’s restoration by the Messiah, the true Ruler.     The name Micah means, "Who is like unto God?" Micah was a M orasthite and was born  in Moresheth - gath, about 20 miles south of Jerusalem.  He was a contemporary of Isaiah;  but unlike Isaiah who ministered to kings and the rich, Micah ministered to the poor.   Isaiah was the statesman, while Micah was the evangelist.     As a prophet / evangelist of humble parentage, Micah expressed in his writings an  unusual sensitivity to the suffering poor.  In his own words, this "unsophisticated rustic"  shared the secret of his anointed power in 3:8, " But truly I am full of power by  the spirit  of the Lord,          and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression,  and to Israel his sin ."       MICAH  CHAPTER ONE  -  READ THE CHAPTER FIRST     1.   According to Micah the prophet, from where did the message of this book come?  v. 1         ____________________________________________________________________     2.   The prophecy of Micah addressed the capital cities of Israel and Judah, and therefore,  by inference was also directed to the entire kingdoms of Israel and Judah.  What   were the capitals of Israel and Judah?  v. 1          ____________________________________________________________________      3.   How many people are called to listen to this prophecy?  v. 2         ____________________________________________________________________     4.   From where will the Lord witness against the people?  v. 2          ____________________________________________________________________     5.   God's judgment will be swift and true because the Lord will come "forth out of his place,          and __ _________________________________________________________________          _______________________________________________________________ .”  v. 3     6.   What effect will God's presence have upon the mountains and valleys of the earth?  v.  4          ____________________________________________________________________    



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image8.emf]THE  BOOK  OF  NAHUM       The prophecy of Nahum is a message of judgment directed to the ancient city of Nineveh,  the capital of the Assyrian Empire.  The fall of Nineveh and the collapse of Assyria were  absolutely unthinkable at the time.  To the people of that day, Assyria appeared to be  invincible. However, the Bible says, " God is the judge: He putteth down one, and          setteth up another." (Psalm 75:7 ) Today, the nation of Assyria and the city of Nineveh  are only represented by names heard in a world h istory class or mounds of sand  archeologists sift through, looking for clues to explain a lost civilization.  God's Word has  come to pass!     As recorded in the Bible, Nineveh received prophetic messages on two separate  occasions.  In the study of the book of Jonah (Part II of the Minor Prophets series), the  approach to Nineveh was a call to repentance.  When Jonah finally obeyed God and  preached to the Ni n evites, the entire city wonderfully repented and turned to the Lord.   On the other hand, Nahum's prophec y of judgment was delivered, a little over one  hundred years later, to a new generation who had already captured the northern half of the  Jewish nation.  They were fierce and ruthless warriors and had treated the Jews with  undue cruelty.  The Assyrian " cup of iniquity " was full, and God was stirred to vengeance.   As the Lord has said, " Vengeance is mine; I will repay ." (Romans 12:19)     Nahum's prophecy is uniquely characterized by his ability to paint a picture with words.   He is a colorful and descriptive a rtist, creating striking portraits of God's judgment.       NAHUM  CHAPTER ONE  -  READ THE CHAPTER FIRST     1.   According to  verse 1 , was this prophecy a vision seen by Nahum?         ____________________________________________________________________     2.   What are four key words from  verse 2  that describe the Lord's attitude?          ________________________________    _________________________________          ________________________________    _________________________________     3.   According to  Exodus 34:14 , wh at is God's name? ____________________________     On a natural level, jealousy is a sin.  However, the jealousy of God is righteous  because it requires undivided dedication from His people, and results in sanctified and  fulfilled lives.     4.   How does Nahum see the clouds?  v. 3 _____________________________________         ____________________________________________________________________     5.   What happens to the hills as God moves in judgment?  v. 5  



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image9.emf]THE BOOK OF ZECHARIAH       The name "Zechariah" means the Lord remembers.  Zechariah was probably born and  raised during the Babylonian captivity because Zechariah 2:4 indicates he was a young  man when he prophesied.  He was a contemporary of Haggai; Ezra 5:1  shows how closely  their ministries were linked together.     1.  How many months after Haggai began preaching did Zechariah begin his ministry?           Read Haggai 1:1 and Zechariah 1:1. ________________________________________     While the general tone of Haggai's ministry was one of exhortation, the underlying tone         of Zechariah's ministry was encouragement.  The returned Jews had become disheartened  because of certain unfavorable conditions.  Although they had been allowed to return to  their homeland,  the Jews were still governed by the Persians.  This servitude was a bitter  and humiliating experience for a people who had once been exalted among nations.  Also,  the devastated condition of Jerusalem was another point of discouragement.  Because  their captivity had lasted 70 years, many Jews had either forgotten or had never seen the  extent of destruction done to Jerusalem. (Read Jeremiah 52:12 - 14.) Rebuilding the  charred remains and ruins of their beloved city seemed to be an overwhelming task.   Against t his dark background came the brilliant words of hope offered through God's  servant, Zechariah.     The book of Zechariah can be readily divided into two main parts.  The first six chapters  record eight separate visions given to Zechariah.  The last eight chapters are devoted to  instruction and prophecy of end time events.     INTRODUCTION  -  Read Zechariah 1:1 - 6     Zechariah began with an appeal for the people to hear him.  The prophet reminds the         people that their fathers would not listen to the prophets of  their time, and the result         was captivity.     1.  How did their fathers respond to the cry of the prophets, warning them to turn from evil?  v. 4b _________________________________________________________________     In verses 5 and 6, Zechariah pointed out that even though the previous generation  and their prophets were gone, the word of the Lord remained.  The example of what  had happened to the fathers was therefore the Lord's word of warning to the returned  remnant.     Three months after Zechariah's first  words of warning and two months after Haggai's         last message, the prophet Zechariah received a series of visions in the night.  In order         to maintain the continuity of these visions, the first portion of this study course has         been arranged according to the visions instead of by chapter.  



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image10.emf]THE BOOK OF ZEPHANIAH       Zephaniah was a man who could make the same statement as the apostle Paul in Acts  20:27, "For I have not shunned to declare unto you the whole counsel of God."  Conditions in Zephaniah's day were shocking, and the prophet unhesitatin gly delivered  the full message of the coming judgment of God.   Zephaniah was the last minor prophet before the captivity of Judah. He was born during  the wicked and idolatrous reign of Manasseh and prophesied during the good reign of  Josiah.  Josiah was crowned king at the young age of 8 years, and the wicked spiritual  state of Judah which had been carried over from Manasseh's reign continued into Josiah's  reign for the first few years.  Zephaniah's ministry began during these early years       and  laid the  groundwork for the reform and revival which would take place later during  Josiah's reign.     Read the account of Manasseh's reign in II Kings 21:1 - 16 and answer the following three  questions:     1.   What great evil did Manasseh do in  II Kings 21:5 ? ___________________________          ____________________________________________________________________           Manasseh not only instigated false worship, but he brought it right into the house of          God!     2.   Because of Manasseh's continual wickedness, God's j udgment on Judah would be so  severe "that __________________________________________________________             __________________________________________________ .”  II Kings 21:11, 12     3.   According to  II Kings 21:16 , how much innocent blood did Manasseh shed?          ____________________________________________________________________           Judah's last revival occurred during the good reign of Josiah.  Read II Kings 21:17 - 26          and all of chapter 22.     4.   When Josiah was 18 years of age, what did Hi lkiah the priest find in the temple?   II Kings  22:8 _________________________________________________________________     5.   What was the king's response to hearing the words of the book of the law?   II Kings 22:11           ___________________________________________________________________     The rending of clothes demonstrated extreme remorse and anguish.  Josiah's second  response (II Kings 22:13) was to send to the prophet to find out what God would  have him do.  The respected prophet of the day was a woman  or prophetess named  Huldah.  Reread her response to Josiah's inquiry in II Kings 22:15 - 20.    
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MINOR   PROPHETS











The last twelve books of the Old Testament are called the Minor Prophets.  These books are not "minor" in content, but are so called because of their length.  From the beginning of creation, God has spoken in some way to His people.  These men who were prophets by calling, not by birth or merit, actually became the voice of God to their generation.  As each prophet received revelation from God, they were bound by a compelling burden to          deliver their message.  They were captives of divine truth.  The personality and style of each prophet show forth through each prophecy.







A brief review of Israel's history (see time line below) will help in understanding the background from which the prophets delivered their messages.  After the reign of Solomon, Israel was divided into two kingdoms.  The northern kingdom, called Israel, was composed of 10 tribes, and the capital was Samaria.  Israel committed complete spiritual adultery and outrageous idolatry; she was ruled by nine dynasties, all wicked. The southern kingdom, called Judah, was composed of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, and the capital was Jerusalem.  Judah was ruled by one dynasty, with some good kings and some bad.  She wavered between periods of backsliding and revival according to the spiritual state of her king. However, in the end Judah finally degenerated into ritualistic revivals.  



Israel was taken captive by Assyria.  Judah held out for another 135 years and then was taken captive by Babylon.  Babylon also overthrew portions of Assyria.  Eventually, Babylon was conquered by the Medo-Persian Empire.  Under the rule of the Persian King, Cyrus, the Jews were allowed to return to their homeland to rebuild the temple and Jerusalem.



The ministries of the minor prophets begin almost 100 years before the captivity of Israel and end about 100 years after the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem.  Joel was the first prophet, speaking primarily to Judah; Malachi was the last prophet to utter the words of God, 400 years before the coming of Jesus Christ.
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This course will cover the first two minor prophets--Hosea and Joel.  Additional courses will follow, containing the books of the prophets in Biblical order.







THE  BOOK  OF  HOSEA











Hosea, whose name means "the Lord saves", ministered in Israel at the same time as Amos.  Because Hosea poured his life out in answer to the burden for God's people, he has been called the "weeping prophet" of Israel, just as Jeremiah was of Judah. 



The ministry of Hosea was unique in that his very life became an object lesson to his people.  Hosea’s marriage to an adulterous woman was a visible message to Israel of her own unfaithfulness to God.  His persistence in redeeming his estranged wife symbolized God's love to the nation of Israel and to all sinners in that even while we were yet sinful, He loved us.  Hosea was privileged to partake in the very heart felt emotions of God through his experiences.



The prophet ministered to the northern kingdom of Israel for a period of 60 to 70 years, ending with Israel's captivity to Assyria.  Prosperity, moral laxity, ritualistic worship, corrupt government, and wide class distinctions were a picture of the day.  Read II Kings 15-17 for an overview of the conditions during Hosea’s period of ministry. Note the similarity between his day and the hour in which we are now living.











HOSEA  CHAPTER ONE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







1.   Who gave the command for Hosea to take an impure wife? v. 2 



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







2.   Why was Hosea commanded to marry her? v. 2b _____________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







Ezekiel describes Israel’s spiritual marriage to God and eventual spiritual adultery with other gods.  Read Ezekiel 16:8-15.







3.   Who did Hosea marry? v. 3 ______________________________________________







4.   Even through the birth of Hosea’s children, God continued to speak symbolically.  Each child's name had a special message.







       ____________________ means the house of Israel shall cease. v. 4







       ____________________ means the Lord's mercy will cease. v. 6







       ____________________ means the Lord will cut them off. v. 9







       In verses 10 and 11, Hosea skips forward to the future restoration of Israel.







5.   What shall be the number of the children of Israel? ___________________________



       ___________________________________________________________________



6.   What shall be said to them? ______________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







7.   What will happen to the two parts of Israel (Israel and Judah)?



       ____________________________________________________________________











HOSEA  CHAPTER TWO - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Sin always separates!  Chapter 2 records the course of Gomer's infidelity and the resulting separation from her family.  However, the chapter concludes with promises of blessing to the repentant.







1.   What did Hosea plead with Gomer to put away? v. 2 __________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







2.   What is God's plea to the backslider who is separated from His love and mercy by willful sins?  II Corinthians 6:17a _______________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







3.   What will the result be if Gomer continues in sin? v. 3a ________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







In "stripping her naked" the Lord warns of removing all His goodness and protection from Gomer (Israel).







4.   After the Lord "hedges up her way with thorns," what decision will Gomer eventually make? v. 7b _________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







5.   Verse 8 speaks of Israel’s failure to acknowledge God as the source of her prosperity.  How will God correct such ingratitude? v. 9



        ___________________________________________________________________







6.   In verse 13, how does the Lord describe Israel as she worshipped before false gods?



      ____________________________________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________



 



7.   In verse 16, Hosea foresees a day when Israel will return to God, calling Him Ishi (my husband) rather than Baali (my Lord or Master) How will God speak to Israel to bring about this change? v. 14b



      ____________________________________________________________________















8.   After Israel is restored, how will God deal with her past sins of idol worship? v. 17



      ____________________________________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







9.   How does God treat our past sins after we repent?   Hebrews 8:12



      ____________________________________________________________________







In verses 14-23, Hosea prophesies of the glorious Millennial Kingdom to come when relationships will be restored, harmony will replace disharmony, and order replace chaos.  Above all this, he states, "thou shalt know the Lord." (v. 20)







10. What did Jesus pray in John 17:3? ________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







11.  How will the Lord betroth Israel unto Himself? v. 19



        _________________________________     ________________________________



        _________________________________     ________________________________











HOSEA  CHAPTER THREE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







In Chapter 3, Gomer's title is changed from harlot to adulteress. Because of her sin, she must now be purchased back by her husband for the price of a common slave.  Hosea's investment of sacrificial love would reap the benefits of a deeper, more consecrated union in the end. God's love toward Israel and toward mankind is typified through this act.  Read Isaiah 44:22 and 52:3.







1.    Who told Hosea to love a woman "beloved of a friend"?   v. 1



       ____________________________________________________________________







2.    What was Hosea’s purchase price for Gomer?   v. 2 __________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







3.    What was God's purchase price for all mankind?   I John 4:10



        ___________________________________________________________________







4.    Hosea received Gomer back upon the conditions that she would ________________



       ____________________________ , and not __________________________ . v. 3







5.    From what must Israel turn if she is to be received again by the Lord?  II Kings 17:13



       ____________________________________________________________________



 



6.    In verses 4 and 5, Hosea prophesies of Israel’s dispersion and regathering.  In what "days" will all of this occur? v. 5b



       ____________________________________________________________________



HOSEA   CHAPTER FOUR - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Chapters 1-3 were largely concerned with the messenger, Hosea; Chapters 4-14 concentrate on the message.  While reading the next chapters, keep in mind that the book of Hosea was not written in story form but rather as a collection of discourses and prophecies dealing with Israel’s guilt, punishment and Promised restoration. Hosea is well known for his pictorial speeches.  He selects common, everyday items and occurrences to trigger the imagination of his audience.







1.    Name three things the Israelites were lacking, as stated in verse 1.



       ______________________    _____________________    _____________________







2.    What are the five reasons given in verse 2 for Israel’s downfall?



      ______________________    ______________________    ____________________



      __________________________________     ________________________________







3.   Verses 4 and 5 rebuke the prophets and priests who were spiritual leaders that had fallen into sin.  Hosea prophesies that the priests would ________________ in the day, and the prophets would also _______________________________ in the night.







4.    Israel was guilty of willfully rejecting the word (or knowledge in verse 6) of God.  Once the light has been rejected, deeper darkness will result.  Read Matthew 6:23.  Into what will Israel’s glory be changed? v. 7



        ___________________________________________________________________







5.   These were times of unparalleled prosperity for church and state.  Affluence had invited greed and lust, causing the Lord to pronounce judgment upon people and priest alike (vv. 8-10).  What three things stole the heart of God's people? v. 11



        ______________________    _____________________    ____________________







6.   Verses 12-14 speak of Israel’s intense idol worship. In verse 15, Judah is warned against following the example of Israel.  What illustration does Hosea use to describe Israel's condition? v. 16 



        ___________________________________________________________________







7.   To what had Israel (Ephraim) joined herself?  v. 17 ___________________________











HOSEA  CHAPTER FIVE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Verse 1 rebukes the priests and the royal house for leading the people in worship of false gods.  Although the priests and kings may have felt they were hiding from God, the Lord knew the exact location of all their evil doings.











1.   What two places are named for false worship? v. 1



       __________________________________    ________________________________  







2.   Despite their wretched condition, God's people were puffed up with haughtiness.  Because of this pride, who will fall? v. 5 ___________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







3.   What will the Lord do as a result of their sin? v. 6 ____________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







4.   What will be poured upon God's people? v. 10 _______________________________







5.   In distress Ephraim will call upon _______________________________ for help and



      will receive none. v. 13







The wounds Ephraim and Judah experienced came directly from the correcting hand of God.  Ungodly alliances could not provide deliverance for them.







6.   To what kind of animal does the Lord liken Himself in effecting His judgment upon Israel? v. 14 __________________________________________________________







7.   When will God's people turn again to seek their God? v. 15











HOSEA  CHAPTER SIX - READ THE CHAPTER  FIRST







Verses 1-3 contain a brief glimpse of hope.  Skipping ahead to the Tribulation period, Hosea hears the prayers of the remaining Jews.  This remnant has learned to know God through the fiery trials of the Tribulation and has recognized that the same God who had torn and smitten them must now heal.







1.   After their restoration, where will the Jews live? v. 2 __________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







2.   Hosea points out the frailty of Israel's dedication; as some of their needs were met, their loyalty to God waned.  Their goodness was as lasting as __________________ 



       ________________________________________________________________ v. 4







3.   What did the Lord use to slay His people? v. 5 ______________________________



       ___________________________________________________________________



       



4.   The Lord desires mercy, not ______________________________ and the knowledge



       of God, not ___________________________________________________ v. 6











Like Adam, Israel had transgressed the covenant.  God had made His will known to them, but Israel had violated His every command.







5.   Gilead was supposedly a priestly and godly city, but what had become of it?  v. 8



       ____________________________________________________________________







6.   Of what were the priests guilty? v. 9 _______________________________________











HOSEA  CHAPTER SEVEN - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







1.   Did the Lord discover repentance when He desired to heal Israel?    v. 1







2.   What did He discover? v. 1 ______________________________________________







3.   What had the Israelites failed to consider about the Lord?  v. 2



       ____________________________________________________________________







4.   Are the kings and princes against those who are performing evil deeds? v. 3



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







Verses 4-6 use a vivid analogy to describe the extent and outcome of Israel’s spiritual deterioration.  The heart of Israel was an "oven heated," burning with unclean lusts.  The heat was intense as the fires of sin grew from selfishness and greed to rage and malice, finally ending in national chaos.  "All their kings are fallen" refers to the historical fact that four of Israel’s last six kings were murdered.







5.   After such anarchy, drunkenness and greed, how many of the people turned to God for 



      help? v. 7 ____________________________________________________________







6.   Who had devoured the strength of Ephraim? v. 9



       ____________________________________________________________________







7.   To what is Ephraim's foolish trust in foreign alliances likened?   



       v. 8 ________________________________________________________________



       v. 11 _______________________________________________________________







8.   What does II Corinthians 6:17 say about forming alliances with sources other than God?



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







9.   Upon whom did Ephraim call? v. 11 _______________________________________















HOSEA  CHAPTER EIGHT - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







In the splendor and glory of God's presence at Mount Sinai, Israel had pledged to follow all of the law given by Moses.  However, Chapter 8 states that Israel had since violated that law at every point.  Now they are warned that because of their sins they shall be scattered among the nations; to God they had become a "vessel wherein is no pleasure."          Their glory would be turned to utter shame!







1.  What had Israel cast off? v. 3 _____________________________________________







2.  Did God honor Israel’s choice of kings and princes? v. 4 _______________________







3.  Was God pleased with the worship of calves practiced by the Israelites? vv. 5-6



       ___________________________________________________________________



 



Consider how far the children of Israel had fallen from God's original expectation of them.  Compare Hosea 8:8 and Exodus 19:5-6.







4.  To what is Israel likened in verse 9? _______________________________________







5.  What was Israel guilty of disregarding? v. 12 _________________________________







6.  What will the Lord send upon Israel’s cities? v. 14 ____________________________











HOSEA  CHAPTER NINE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Read verses 1-4 again.  The man (or nation) who is out of God's will can find no rest, satisfaction or joy.  The loss of true peace is God's indication to us that we have strayed from His presence.







1.  In what lands will Israel find herself once again? v. 3, 6 _________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







2.  As Israel's spiritual life weakens, how will she see her prophets and men of God? vv. 7-8



     _____________________________________________________________________



     _____________________________________________________________________ 







3.  How did the Lord first find Israel? v. 10a ____________________________________



     _____________________________________________________________________







Because God's tender fruit had taken on the bitter taste of sin, He declares that they would not, continue to reproduce and multiply. (vv. 11-16)











4.  What prophecy is given in verse 17b? ______________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







Had any Jew known the truthfulness of this prophecy, he would have been astonished.  For approximately 2,300 years the Jews were without a homeland and were persecuted and abused by many nations.







5.  What does Jesus say will happen to those who reject His words?   John 12:48



      ____________________________________________________________________ 











HOSEA  CHAPTER TEN - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







1.   Israel is called the "empty vine" in verse 1. Who eventually became the "true vine," maintaining a testimony for God in the earth?   John 15:1



      ____________________________________________________________________







2.    What had happened to the heart of Israel? v. 2a _____________________________







3.    According to Matthew 6:24, what will happen to anyone who tries to serve two masters?



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







4.    What do verses 5 and 6 say will happen to the trusted idols of Bethaven?



        ___________________________________________________________________







5.    In the midst of the Tribulation the Jews will realize their mistake in departing from the living God.  What will they cry out to the mountains and the hills? v. 8



        ___________________________________________________________________







       Compare this reaction with that found in Revelation 6:14-17.







6.    The Lord assures His people that if they will sow to themselves in righteousness, they will reap ______________________________________________________ . v. 12







7.    However, verse 13 says that if they continue to sow in wickedness, they will only reap



       __________________________________________________________________ .











HOSEA  CHAPTER ELEVEN - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







1.    As Hosea reflects upon Israel's call in verse 1, he also prophesies of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Read and write this prophecy from Matthew 2:15b.



        ___________________________________________________________________







2.    With what did the Lord draw His people?  v. 4a _____________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







Verse 5 shows that Israel’s slavery to Assyria is a result of her failure to "return" to the Lord in repentance.  This punishment is a clear type of the greater bondage that entangles those who have experienced and then turned from the delivering power of God.  Read Matthew 12:43-45.







3.    Read II Peter 2:21 and write it. ___________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







4.    God promises that in His anger He will not utterly destroy Israel, for He is God and not _______________________________________________________  v. 9











HOSEA  CHAPTER TWELVE - READ THF CHAPTER FIRST







Scripture clearly reveals that a holy and righteous God will punish His deceitful, unruly people.  Israel forgot that the Lord, whose covenant they had broken, would fulfill the judgments He had pronounced as well as the promises. (vv. 1-2)







1.   With whom did Ephraim make a covenant? v. 1 ______________________________



       



2.   Verses 3-5 parallel the life of Jacob (who replaced his brother Esau by force) to the history of Judah.  God stands as a memorial of how Jacob strove to prevail over the angel.  In like manner, God desires to see this same overcoming spirit of determination to answer His call, not only in His nation Israel, but also in the life of every Christian.  What does God require of us? v. 6



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







3.   Who did God use to speak warnings to His people?  v. 10 _____________________



         



4.   What three methods did the Lord use to instruct His people? v. 10



       ___________________________________________________________________  



       ___________________________________________________________________







      "Similitudes" refers to the use of allegories or parables to increase understanding.











HOSEA  CHAPTER THIRTEEN - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







1.   Verse 1 reveals how Ephraim's pride led to the folly of idolatry and destruction.  What was the ultimate act that withdrew God's blessing from them? v. 2



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







2.   The gods of their hands would not prove to be faithful. Who is the one true Saviour? v. 4 ________________________________________________________________







3.   Israel allowed her circumstance of prosperity to lead her astray, and she forgot God.  What three animals did Hosea use to illustrate the judgment of God on Israel’s ingratitude? vv. 7-8 ___________________________________________________



        _______________________________     _________________________________







4.   In verses 9-11, the Lord speaks of His displeasure with Israel’s past rulers.  Who did God want to rule? _____________________________________________________







5.   In her deepest hour of travail, who will ransom Israel from her sorrow?  v. 14



      ____________________________________________________________________



 







HOSEA  CHAPTER FOURTEEN - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







The book of Hosea concludes with a marvelous chapter of hope for the backslider.  Hosea clearly points the way back into God's presence with a strong reminder that there is no easy path or short cut.  One must come by God's pattern!







1.   What is the first step of restoration after falling into iniquity?   v. 1



       ____________________________________________________________________







2.   Compare I John 1:9 with verse 2. What is the second step to restoration?



      ____________________________________________________________________







3.   True repentance is more than mere words--action will follow! What "action" of repentance will Israel perform? v. 3 ________________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







"Not ride upon horses" refers to the termination of Israel’s habit of relying on foreign alliances for deliverance.  Sometimes our "action" of repentance requires us to omit an act rather than to commit an act.







4.   The final test of a repentant heart that is sincere about reconciliation with God is found in verse 9: "For the ways of the Lord are right, and the just shall _______________ in them."







Return!  Confess!  Walk!  Israel has not completed her repentance yet, but during the Millennium Israel will "walk" among the nations as a queen, to be honored like no other nation in history.























































































































THE  BOOK  OF  JOEL







The theme of Joel revolves around "the day of the Lord." This phrase refers to a future period when God directly intervenes in the affairs of men, either in blessing or judgment.               Joel begins with a description of the complete ruin and desolation left in the wake of a plague of locusts.  This account of destruction should be considered in the following three ways:



1.  An actual plague of locusts occurred at that, time.



2.  The plague was symbolic of an upcoming invasion by the Assyrian army.



3.  The invasion of both the locusts and the Assyrians foreshadowed the final invasion of Palestine at the end time (Armageddon).







Very little is known about the prophet Joel’s personal background. His name signifies "Jehovah is God," and his father's name means "vision" or "wisdom of God" (1:1).  Joel was probably a native of Judah since he spoke so familiarly of "Zion" and of the "children of Zion" (2:1,23).  It is evident through Joel’s writings, however, that his personal history is unimportant.  His credentials are the unmistakable anointing and inspiration of the Holy Spirit.











JOEL  CHAPTER ONE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Joel is well known for his vivid description of the devastating locust plague and drought.  Chapter 1 deals mainly with these events.







1.   Who did Joel call upon to listen and "give an ear" concerning the locust plague? v. 2



       ___________________________________________________________________



       ___________________________________________________________________







2.   What were the people told to do with what they had heard? v. 3a



       ___________________________________________________________________







3.   Verse 4 unfolds a picture of complete destruction. List the four "destroyers" that swept across the land.



       __________________________________     _______________________________



       __________________________________     _______________________________







The destruction of every green thing had been so complete that the land was faced with famine and ruin.







4.   What are the drunkards called upon to do? v. 5 ______________________________



       ___________________________________________________________________



   











5.   In verse 6, Joel sees the locust plague as a mighty nation coming upon the land.  In what condition is the Lord's vine (Israel) left?    v. 7



       ____________________________________________________________________



 



6.   The tragedy struck crops formerly used for sacrifices. What two offerings were cut off from the house of the Lord?  v. 9



        __________________________________     _______________________________







7.   The Lord did not see the plague as an occasion to withhold offerings from the house of God.  Who did God call upon to lament and pray that the offerings would be restored? v. 13 _______________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







8.   In verse 14, God urgently calls for the elders and all the inhabitants of the land to fast and repent for their sins.  What "day" is at hand? v. 15



       ____________________________________________________________________







The use of this term, "day of the Lord," clearly indicates that Joel is speaking about more than a local plague of locusts.  He uses the immediate situation to portray the invasion of Israel by the greatest "locusts" of all--the armies of Antichrist.







9.   Verses 17-20 reveal the complete devastation that Israel faced, for along with the locust plague came drought.  To whom must the people and the land cry out? vv. 19, 20



       ____________________________________________________________________







Joel’s solution to the calamity that had come upon Israel and that will come again in the future was fivefold.  Reread these scriptures.







                        Awake  -  verse 5



                        Lament  -  verse 8



                        Priestly lamentation - verse 13



                        Call a fast - verse 14



                        Pray - verse 19











JOEL  CHAPTER TWO - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







In Chapter 2, God begins to focus almost exclusively on the future as He unfolds more detail about the "day of the Lord."







1.   What two means were used to announce to the people that the day of the Lord was near at hand? v. 1



        __________________________________     _______________________________











2.   As the great and strong armies of Assyria (and in the future those of Antichrist) come against Judah, how will the day appear? v. 2.a



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







3.   What shall be able to escape the devouring fires of the attacking Assyrian armies? v. 3b



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







4.   How will the armies appear? v. 4 __________________________________________







Verses 7-9 describe the orderly attack of the disciplined armies.  Their work will be quick and efficient.







5.   After God's judgment (the Tribulation) has visited the Jews, what will happen to the sun, moon and stars? v. 10 ______________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







       Also read Matthew 24:29 and Mark 13:24-25.







6.    In verses 11-13, God calls upon His people to turn to Him with true repentance.  He desires inward confession and not mere outward form and ritual.  Therefore, in verse 13 He asks the people to rend their _______________________ , not their garments.







The trumpet is blown again in verses 15-17, summoning the people to seriously seek the Lord.  This summons portrays the events that will take place during the latter half of the Tribulation when a nucleus of Jews called "the remnant" will once again turn to their God for deliverance.







7.    In response to the repentance of the remnant, who does the Lord promise He will "remove far off"? v. 20a ________________________________________________







In verses 21-27, Joel is allowed a glimpse into the future to observe the restoration of Israel.  During the Millennial Age, God's people will reap the benefits of their repentance.  Even the land and beasts will share in the abundance.  Read Romans 8:19-23 and Isaiah 35 and 55:12-13.







8.    What condition will the fats (vats) be in as God blesses His people in the Millennium? v. 24 _______________________________________________________________







9.    What does the Lord promise that His people will "know"? v. 27



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________











Read Acts 2:14-21.  On the day of Pentecost Peter recalled the prophesy of Joel and declared, "this is that...." However, another fulfillment still awaits the Jews.  Verses 28-29 of Joel, Chapter 2, are promises directed to the children of Israel which will be fulfilled during the Millennium.







10.  From where will deliverance flow? v. 32 ___________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________











JOEL  CHAPTER THREE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Chapter 3 is almost entirely prophetic.  Much of the prophecy concerns the great Battle of Armageddon which will take place at the end of the Tribulation period.  All of the armies of Antichrist will assemble together in Israel (in the valley of Jehoshaphat) to fight this battle.







1.    According to verse 2, who is gathering all nations together for this battle?



        ___________________________________________________________________







       Verses 3-8 list a series of charges against the nations.







2.    What will be proclaimed among the Gentiles? v. 9 ____________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







3.    Where will God sit to judge the heathen? v. 12 ______________________________



         __________________________________________________________________







4.   Compare verses 13-14 with Revelation 14:17-20. Why must the Lord apply the sickle upon nations ripe for judgment? v. 13b



        ___________________________________________________________________







5.   How will God's judgment affect the heavenly bodies? v. 15 _____________________



      ____________________________________________________________________ 







6.   The bloodshed of Armageddon will cease when God descends to intervene.  What will happen to the heavens and earth at this point?   v. 16a



        ___________________________________________________________________







7.   With God's presence will come holiness. Where does God promise He will dwell? v. 21



       ___________________________________________________________________







I have answered all questions to the best of my ability.



Name _________________________________________________________________



Address _______________________________________________________________



Date ___________________________________



MINOR PROPHETS I   ANSWER KEY



TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE: 137



1 point for each blank







THE BOOK OF HOSEA



      Chapter 1



      1.    the Lord



      2.    for the land hath committed great whoredom, departing from the Lord



      3.    Gomer



      4.    Jezreel, Loruhamah, Loammi



      5.    it shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered



      6.    ye are the sons of the living God



      7.    they shall be gathered together under one appointed head







      Chapter 2



      1.    her whoredoms and her adulteries



      2.    come out from among them and be ye separate



      3.    she will be stripped naked



      4.    I will go and return to my first husband



      5.    by taking away her corn, wine, wool and flax



      6.    she decked herself with earrings and jewels, and she went after her lovers, and.



            forgat me



      7.    He will speak comfortably



      8.    He will take away the names of Baalim out of her mouth so they are no more



            remembered



      9.    our sins and our iniquities are remembered no more



      10.   that we might know the only true God and Jesus Christ



      11.   in righteousness, in lovingkindness, in judgment, in mercies







      Chapter 3



      1.    the Lord



      2.    15 pieces of silver and 121 homers of barley



      3.    His Son, Jesus Christ



      4.    abide for me many days, play the harlot



      5.    her evil ways



      6.    in the latter days







      Chapter 4



      1.    truth, mercy, knowledge of God



      2.    swearing, lying, killing, stealing, committing adultery



      3 .   fall, fall



      4.    shame



      5.    whoredom, wine, new wine



      6.    a backsliding heifer



      7.    idols



      Chapter 5



      1.    Mizpah, Tabor



      2.    Israel and Judah



      3.    withdraw Himself from them



      4.    God's wrath



      5.    Assyria



      6.    a lion



      7.    in their affliction







     Chapter 6



          1.   in His sight



          2.   a morning cloud and as the early dew



          3.   the words of my mouth



          4.   sacrifice, burnt offerings



          5.   it was polluted with blood



          6.   murder







          Chapter 7



          1.   no



          2.   iniquity



          3.   that He would remember all their wickedness



          4.   no



          5.   none



          6.   strangers



          7.   a cake not turned, a silly dove without heart



          8.   be ye separate and touch not the unclean thing



          9.   Egypt and Assyria







          Chapter 8



          1.   the thing that is good



          2.   no



          3.   no



          4.   a wild ass



          5.   God's law



          6.   a fire







          Chapter 9



          1.   Egypt and Assyria



          2.   they will be hated and regarded as fools and as mad



          3.   like grapes in the wilderness



          4.   they shall be wanderers among the nations



          5.   they will be judged by His word in the last day







          Chapter 10



          1.   Jesus Christ



          2.   it was divided



          3.   he will hate the one and love the other, for no man can serve two masters



          4.   they will be carried to Assyria for a present to King Jareb



          5.   cover us, fall on us



          6.   in mercy



          7.   iniquity







          Chapter 11



          1.   out of Egypt have I called my Son



          2.   with cords of a man and bands of love



          3.   For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, 



                than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered 



                unto them.



          4.   man







          Chapter 12



          1.   Assyria



          2.   To turn to God, to keep mercy and judgment, and to wait on God continually.



          3.   the prophets



          4.   visions, similtudes and the ministries of the prophets



          Chapter 13



      1.    they made idols



      2.    the Lord thy God



      3.    lion, leopard, bear



      4.    Himself



      5.    God Himself







      Chapter 14



      1.    to return to the Lord



      2.    confession of sins



      3.    they will not ride upon horses nor serve idols



      4.    walk











      THE BOOK OF JOEL







      Chapter I



      1.    the old men and all the inhabitants of the land



      2.    tell their children of it



      3.    palmerworm, locusts, cankerworm, caterpillar



      4.    awake and weep and howl



      5.    it is left waste



      6.    meat offering, drink offering



      7.    the priests and ministers of the altar



      8.    the day of the Lord



      9.    the Lord



      Chapter 2



      1.    the trumpet was blown, the alarm was sounded



      2.    as a day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as



            the morning spread upon the mountains



      3.    nothing



      4.    as horses



      5.    the sun and moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining



      6.    heart



      7.    northern army



      8.    they shall overflow



      9.    that He is in the midst of Israel and that He is the Lord their God



      10.   from Mount Zion and from Jerusalem







      Chapter 3



      1.    God



      2.    prepare war, wake up the mighty  men, let all the men of war draw near



      3.    in the valley of Jehoshaphat



      4.    because their wickedness is great



      5.    the sun and moon shall be darkened and the stars shall withdraw their shining



      6.    they will shake



      7.    in Zion
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THE  BOOK  OF  MICAH





In the book of Micah, Israel is pictured as a sinful nation whose time for judgment was near.  Israel was to be led into captivity because of her sins.  However, after captivity, Israel as a redeemed nation would enjoy the blessings of a Millennial Kingdom. In the first section of his book, Micah shows Israel being destroyed by false  rulers.  The last section foretells Israel’s restoration by the Messiah, the true Ruler.



The name Micah means, "Who is like unto God?" Micah was a Morasthite and was born in Moresheth-gath, about 20 miles south of Jerusalem.  He was a contemporary of Isaiah; but unlike Isaiah who ministered to kings and the rich, Micah ministered to the poor.  Isaiah was the statesman, while Micah was the evangelist.



As a prophet / evangelist of humble parentage, Micah expressed in his writings an unusual sensitivity to the suffering poor.  In his own words, this "unsophisticated rustic" shared the secret of his anointed power in 3:8, "But truly I am full of power by the spirit of the Lord,          and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin."





MICAH  CHAPTER ONE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST



1.   According to Micah the prophet, from where did the message of this book come? v. 1

      ____________________________________________________________________



2.   The prophecy of Micah addressed the capital cities of Israel and Judah, and therefore, by inference was also directed to the entire kingdoms of Israel and Judah.  What were the capitals of Israel and Judah? v. 1

       ____________________________________________________________________ 



3.   How many people are called to listen to this prophecy? v. 2

      ____________________________________________________________________



4.   From where will the Lord witness against the people? v. 2

       ____________________________________________________________________



5.   God's judgment will be swift and true because the Lord will come "forth out of his place, 

      and ___________________________________________________________________ 

      _______________________________________________________________ .” v. 3



6.   What effect will God's presence have upon the mountains and valleys of the earth? v. 4

       ____________________________________________________________________





7.   Why will God make such an earthly entrance into the affairs of man?   v. 5

       ____________________________________________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________



The word "transgression" carries with it the idea of rebellion, while the word "sin" refers to missing the mark or falling short of an established goal.



8.   What two places became the transgression of Jacob and Judah? v. 5

       __________________________________    ________________________________



Micah charges the two capital cities with being the centers of sin, for they were places of idol worship.



9.   From verses 6 and 7, complete each phrase below which 

describes

 the Lord's judgment 

      on Israel.

      I will make Samaria as __________________________________________________

      I will pour down _______________________________________________________

      I will discover (or reveal) ________________________________________________

      ________________________________________________  shall be beaten in pieces

      _______________________________________________________  shall be burned

      ______________________________________________________ I will lay desolate



10.  Israel "gathered it of the hire of an harlot, and they shall _______________________                                                                        

       ______________________________________________________________ v. 7



In God's eyes, all the wealth Israel had gathered to make graven images, and to sacrifice to them, was spent as hire for an harlot. God saw idolatry as harlotry.  In returning this wealth "to the hire of an harlot," God would allow it to become a prey to idolatrous nations and so be used again in idol worship.



11. Micah laments over the fate of his countrymen in the Oriental fashion of his day.  What 

      three things did Micah do? v. 8 ___________________________________________

       __________________________________    ________________________________



12.  In verse 9, the wound that God would inflict upon Samaria is described as _________

       _______________________________________ .



13.  The same wound was also to come unto ____________________________ and unto

        the gate .... of ______________________________________________ v. 9



The next four questions name various cities in Israel that had received warning of the coming judgment.



14. What were those of the house of Aphrah to do? v. 10 __________________________

        ___________________________________________________________________

15.  Although the inhabitants of Maroth were waiting for good to come their way, what were they going to receive from the Lord's hand?   v. 12

        ___________________________________________________________________



16.  What were the inhabitants of Lachish to do? v. 13 ___________________________

        ___________________________________________________________________



      This phrase indicates that judgment would come too swiftly for anyone to escape.



17.  What will the. houses of Achzib be like to the kings of Israel?  v. 14

        ___________________________________________________________________



18.   What three things was Israel to do when judgment fell? v. 16



         a. ________________________________________________________________



         b. ________________________________________________________________



         c. ________________________________________________________________



        To "poll" means to cut off or shear the hair.  Baldness was a sign of great remorse.



19.  Where did the inhabitants of Israel go? v. 16 _______________________________



Micah was so certain of the coming judgment of God that in verse 16 he speaks as if it had already come to pass.





MICAH  CHAPTER TWO - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST



1.    Two specific sins Israel and Judah committed were to _________________________

        iniquity and to _____________________________________________ evil. v. 1



2.    When the morning light came, what did those in power do? v. 1

        ___________________________________________________________________



Not only did those in power twist and bend God's word for their own benefit, but they committed an even more detestable iniquity--they misused the position of leadership that God had given them.  They had the means and authority to do good, but they chose to do evil.



3.    What three other detailed sins of Israel and Judah does God unveil?    v. 2

         a. _________________________________________________________________

         b. _________________________________________________________________

         c. _________________________________________________________________

4.    God announces His planned action against Israel and Judah. What was God going to devise against them? v. 3 _______________________________________________

 

5.    God's judgment will not be removed from their ___________________________ v. 3



        This wording indicates that the evil suggested is a yoke--the symbol of captivity.



6.    When judgment falls, what will some people "take up" against God's people? v. 4

        ___________________________________________________________________



7.    What phrase in verse 4 tells how complete God's judgment will be?

        ___________________________________________________________________



8.    What possession of Israel and Judah was God going to divide among their enemies? 

        v. 4 ________________________________________________________________



9.    What practice was going to cease in the congregation of the Lord?   v. 5

        ___________________________________________________________________



        This practice was used in determining the location and boundaries of land holdings.



10.  When Israel and Judah heard Micah's prophecy, what did they ask Micah to do? v. 6a

        ___________________________________________________________________



11.  What three questions does Micah ask his listeners in verse 7?



        a. _________________________________________________________________



        b. _________________________________________________________________



        c. _________________________________________________________________



"Straitened" means restricted.  "Are these his doings?" refers to the fact that God is not to blame for the coming 

judgment; the

 sins of Israel will cause judgment to fall.  The third question indicates that those who do good will have nothing to fear.



12.  Because of their sins, God's people had become His _______________________ v. 8



13.  God's people had become so corrupt that, instead of defending, they were destroying Israel by disrupting her internal peace.  What did they do to those who were passing by peaceably about their business? v. 8 ____________________________________

        ___________________________________________________________________



14.  What was happening to the poor widows? v. 9 ______________________________

         __________________________________________________________________

15.  How does God word His eviction notice to Israel and Judah? v. 10a

       ____________________________________________________________________



16.  Israel rejected the true words of Micah that foretold of God's soon  coming judgment.  

      What kind of prophecy would they have accepted? v. 11

       ____________________________________________________________________

 

17.  Amid the harsh words of judgment, what promise does God make to His righteous remnant? v. 12a ______________________________________________________

        ___________________________________________________________________

        ___________________________________________________________________ 



Note that God will not save a remnant just from the tribe of Judah, but a remnant from all of Israel.   In verse 13, after a season of judgment, God will break through the walls of Israel's captivity and lead His people out from bondage. The Lord God will once again become their King and Guide.





MICAH  CHAPTER THREE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST



1.   From verse 1, what should the leaders of Israel have known?

       ____________________________________________________________________



2.   The rulers of Israel had perverted judgment, for they hated the __________________ ,

       ________________________ , but _____________________________ the evil. v. 2



3.   The leaders of Israel and Judah completely misused their power and authority.  Even as cannibals literally devour their victims, so did the leaders spiritually devour and destroy their people.  In verses 2 and 3, Micah likens the spiritual actions of Israel's leaders to cannibalistic practices.  List these six practices.



       a. __________________________________________________________________



       b. __________________________________________________________________



       c. __________________________________________________________________



       d. __________________________________________________________________



       e. __________________________________________________________________



       f. __________________________________________________________________



4.   After ruthlessly slaughtering the innocent, what did the rulers of Israel and Judah do? 

      v. 4 _________________________________________________________________

5.   What will be God's response to their cry? v. 4 _______________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________ 



6.   The true message of the hour was judgment, but what were the false prophets crying? 

      v. 5 _________________________________________________________________



7.   From verse 6, write out the first two judgments God pronounced on the false prophets.



       a. __________________________________________________________________



       b. __________________________________________________________________



8.   In what three ways will the prophets react to God's judgment? v. 7

       __________________________________    ________________________________

       __________________________________



9.   As God's faithful prophet, Micah possessed three attributes that the false prophets did not have.  Name them. v. 8a _____________________________________________

      ___________________________________     _______________________________





10.  Throughout his ministry, what was Micah's basic message? v. 8b

        ___________________________________________________________________

        ___________________________________________________________________



The next three verses once again accuse the royalty and leaders of Israel and Judah of perverting judgment.  They twisted God's laws to increase their wealth, at the expense of the poor.



11. These rulers abhorred _______________________________________ and perverted

       __________________________________________________ . v. 9



12.  Their building material for the construction of Zion was _______________________

       and in Jerusalem it was ____________________________________________ v. 10



13.  The heads of Israel and Judah judged for ______________________________ v. 11



14.  The priests taught for ______________________________________________ v. 11



15.  The prophets divined for ___________________________________________ v. 11



All of these ruling groups thought they were leaning upon the Lord.  Somehow, they believed that God was either unconcerned about their sins or He did not see them.



16.  The rulers also felt that no evil would come unto them, for they were God's chosen people.  Therefore, they asked the question, “_______________________________  

       _____________________________________________________________ ?" v. 11



17.  To end the reign of unrighteousness by the judges, priests and prophets, what three things was God about to do to Zion, the city of Jerusalem? v. 12

       _________________________________     ________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________



This last phrase means that the mountaintop upon which the house of God stood in Jerusalem would become overgrown and deserted (just as high places in a forest) because faithful worship would cease.



MICAH   CHAPTER FOUR  READ THE CHAPTER FIRST



The prophet Micah has now concluded his message concerning the judgment and doom that was to come upon Israel and Judah.  His burden and vision change; he looks to the future, to a new day when Israel's Redeemer shall come and reign in righteousness and glorious splendor.



1.   When will this new day come to Israel? v. la _________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________



2.   What three things will happen to the mountain of the house of the Lord in these last days?  

       v. 1

       a. __________________________________________________________________

       b. __________________________________________________________________

       c. __________________________________________________________________



3.   What will the nations of the world say to one another about Mount Zion in Jerusalem? 

       v. 2a _______________________________________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________



4.   What two things shall go forth from Zion and Jerusalem? v. 2

        __________________________________    _______________________________



5.   As Israel's Messiah / Ruler, Jesus Christ will judge many people and rebuke nations afar off.  List seven effects that our Lord's future reign will have on the nations of the world. vv. 3-5

        a. _________________________________________________________________

        b. _________________________________________________________________

        c. _________________________________________________________________

        d. _________________________________________________________________

        e. _________________________________________________________________

        f. __________________________________________________________________

6.   This prophecy shall come to pass, for whose mouth has uttered these promises? v. 4

       ____________________________________________________________________



7.   How long will this ideal kingdom of Jesus Christ last? v. 5

      ____________________________________________________________________ 



8.   God will make those who were halted (lame) into a ________________________ v. 7



9.   Those who were cast far off will be made into a ______________________________

       _______________________________________________________ . v. 7



10.  Who shall reign over them from Mount Zion? v. 7 ____________________________



11.  What will come to the city of Jerusalem? v. 8 ________________________________

        ___________________________________________________________________



Before this new age comes, Israel must pass through the fires of God's judgment.  Verse 9 brings Micah's listeners back to dark reality.



12.  Verse 9 pictures Israel’s calamity during the Babylonian captivity and also during the Tribulation.  Because she would not hearken to the leadership and counsel of Jehovah, He will remove her ______________________ and ___________________



13.  Captivity would be like childbirth. Israel and Judah would experience both _________ 

       ______________________________ and ____________________________ before

       realizing the promises of the Kingdom Age. v. 10



Although the nation of Assyria was Israel's and Judah's most bitter enemy, Micah looked beyond the Assyrian period to a new kingdom yet unknown as a threat.



14.  In verse 10, the Lord names the very country that would rise up to take Judah and Israel captive.  What is this nation? _______________________________________



15.  God's judgment was going to be drastic, but in due season, "the Lord shall redeem thee

        _______________________________________________________________ . v. 10



16.   ___________________ nations were gathered against Israel and Judah. v. 11



Verse 12 states that the enemies of Israel are unaware that they are being gathered together by God, as sheaves into the threshing floor. (A threshing floor was a circular spot of hard ground where oxen trampled sheaves of wheat to remove the grain.) Toward the close of the Tribulation, Israel's enemies will gather themselves together with the intent of treading down Israel.  However, God will turn the situation around as He treads down the enemy. (Revelation 19:17-21) After this judgment is accomplished, God will raise up Israel to judge others. 

17. What had God commanded Israel to do to her enemies? v. 13a

       ____________________________________________________________________



18. What five future events are recorded in verse 13?



       a. __________________________________________________________________



       b. __________________________________________________________________



       c. __________________________________________________________________



       d. __________________________________________________________________



       e. __________________________________________________________________





MICAH  CHAPTER FIVE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST



This chapter begins with a prophetic unfolding of the future.  As with other prophets, Micah looked at the immediate or partial fulfillment of prophecy, but God was looking down the corridors of time at the ministry of His beloved Son.



1.   When facing an alien army, to what action does Micah call Israel and Judah?  v. 1

       ____________________________________________________________________



The word "troop" is used for an irregular band of plundering soldiers who are out on a raid.



2.   The chief ruler of Israel was called a judge. What was going to happen to this judge? v. 1

       ____________________________________________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________



3.   This prophecy of the judge is Messianic. Read Isaiah 50:6 and Matthew 26:67-68.  

      Who would be the true Judge that would be smitten upon the cheek?

       ____________________________________________________________________



4.   Verse 2 is also a Messianic prophecy. Where was the Messiah to be born? v. 2

       ____________________________________________________________________



This prophecy was given seven centuries before Jesus was born of the virgin Mary.  The scribes who stood before King Herod accepted this prophecy as pertaining to the Messiah.  Read Matthew 2:4-6.



5.   For what purpose was the Messiah born?  v. 2 _______________________________

      ____________________________________________________________________

6.   How long had God planned for His Son to become the ruler of His people? v. 2b

       ___________________________________________________________________

 

7.   When the Jews rejected their Saviour, what did God do to His children? v. 3a

       ___________________________________________________________________



The Jews' rejection of their Messiah, Jesus Christ, plunged them into chaos.  From the cutting off of their Messiah, Jerusalem has been continually attacked and afflicted by the Gentiles.



8.   After pains of travail, what is going to happen to Israel?  v. 3b

       ____________________________________________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________



The children of Israel rejected their Messiah at His first coming.  However, a time of great tribulation is coming when "through travail" their Messiah shall appear again.  This second time, Israel will finally receive her promised Saviour.  Read Revelation 12:1-5 and Isaiah     66:7-9. The nature of the Messiah's reign over Israel and Judah is seen in Micah 5:4-5.



9.    "He shall _____________________ and _______________________ in the strength

         of the Lord, (He shall rule) in ___________________________________________ 

         ______________________________ ; and they shall ____________________ : for

         now shall he be ______________________________________________________.

        And this man shall be the ________________________________________.” vv. 4-5



10.   Give the kinds and numbers of leaders in Israel that shall rise up against their enemies. 

        v. 5 ________________________________________________________________

         ___________________________________________________________________



In Biblical numerology, seven is the number of completeness; eight represents one above completeness, or more than enough.  During His reign, the Messiah' will raise up able leaders in Israel who have the care and tenderness of shepherds and the courage and authority of princes.



11. What will the Jewish leaders do to the land of Assyria? v. 6

       ____________________________________________________________________ 



12.  What other land will these leaders waste? v. 6 _______________________________



The land of Nimrod probably refers to Babylon.  However, both Assyria and Babylon were founded by Nimrod.  Read Genesis 10:8-12.



13. To Micah, the key work of the Messiah is seen in the statement, "thus shall He ______ 

       ______________________________________________ us from the Assyrian." v. 6

14.   When Israel is restored, the remnant of Jacob shall become to the nations "as a _____

         ___________________________________________________________________

         ___________________________________________________________________

         _____________________________________________________________ .” v. 7



15.  The remnant (faithful portion of Israel) is likened to what kingly animal?   v. 8

        ___________________________________________________________________



During the last days, Israel's mission in the world shall be one of life to those who submit to God, or death to those who oppose the Messiah's rulership.



16.  When Israel rises in victory, how does the Lord picture Israel's hand?  v. 9

        ___________________________________________________________________



Micah's attention is once again turned to the present moral and spiritual darkness of Israel and Judah.  Before God can use His people, He must purge them from their wickedness and besetting sins.  Everything that Israel has trusted in or put her confidence in (except God) will  be destroyed.



17.   

From verses

 10 through 14, list nine things God will either cut off or destroy in the land 

        of Israel and Judah.

        _________________________________    ________________________________

        _________________________________    ________________________________

        _________________________________    ________________________________

        _________________________________    ________________________________

        _________________________________





MICAH  CHAPTER SIX - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST



Chapter 6 contains the final section of Micah's prophecy.  God's prophet has taken his listeners from impending judgment to the glorious revelations of their Messiah's coming kingdom.  Now, Micah presents the practical application of his message, a message that comes from the heart of God.  The picture is that of a court room.



1.   What are the people of Israel and Judah to hear? v. 1 __________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________

  

2.   God's children are to, "Arise, _____________________________________________

       ______________________________________________________________ .”  v. 1



3.   God calls upon the earth itself to hear His words, "The Lord hath a _______________                     

       __________________ with His people, and He will __________________________ 

       _________________________________________________ with Israel." v. 2



4.   God has no words of bitterness nor harsh words 

of judgment

 in verse 3; He simply asks His people two questions.  What are they?

        a. _________________________________________________________________

        b. _________________________________________________________________



5.   As a prosecutor in a courtroom, God presents His case before the accused, Israel and 

      Judah.  What three things does God recall?   v. 4

        a. _________________________________________________________________

        b. _________________________________________________________________

        c. _________________________________________________________________



Israel replies to God's testimony with a series of three questions in verses 6-7.  Israel expresses a desire to please the Lord.



6.   What was the first sacrifice Israel offered to bring to God's altar?   v. 6

       ____________________________________________________________________



7.   How much is Israel willing to pay to please the Lord?   v. 7a

      ____________________________________________________________________



Israel and Judah were concerned over the quantity of their sacrifices, while God was interested in their quality.



8.   What costly "fruit" were Israel and Judah willing to bargain with before the Lord's altar? v. 7b __________________________________________________________



Read II Kings 16.3; 23:10; and Jeremiah 19:5.  Such practices of human sacrifice were 

forbidden

 by the law.  Read Leviticus 18:21.



9.   What had God shown to His people?  v. 8 ___________________________________



10. What does God require of thee? v. 8 _______________________________________

       _________________________________    _________________________________





God's requirements apply to Israel and Judah, and to all men.  God is not concerned with outward sacrifice, but rather looks on the condition and intent of the heart.  Read I Samuel 16:7.



11. Verse 9 begins God's second testimony against Israel and Judah. Whose voice was crying unto the city? ___________________________________________________



12. What kind of man would see (fear) the name of the Lord?  v. 9

       ____________________________________________________________________



       Verse 9 implies that God is the One who has appointed the rod of judgment.



13. In spite of professed repentance, Israel was guilty of false dealings in business matters.  In what three ways did God describe the balances and weights used by Israel in commerce. vv. 10-11

       ____________________________________________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________ 



14.  How did the Lord describe the rich men? v. 12 ______________________________



15.  The common people of Israel and Judah were guilty of speaking ________________ ; 

       and their tongues were ____________________________________________. v. 12



16.  God would smite Israel and Judah and would make them desolate "because ________ 

        _______________________________________________________________ v. 13



17.  List six things that Israel would attempt and their six accompanying judgments that would result in frustration and fruitless effort.   vv. 14-15

        a. _________________________________________________________________

        b. _________________________________________________________________

        c. _________________________________________________________________

        d. _________________________________________________________________

        e. _________________________________________________________________

        f . _________________________________________________________________



18.  What statutes were Israel and Judah keeping? v. 16 __________________________

        ___________________________________________________________________



19.  Of what works were God's people guilty? v. 16 ______________________________

        ___________________________________________________________________



Omri and Ahab were the sixth and seventh rulers of the northern kingdom of Israel.  Both men were extremely wicked kings.  Read I Kings 16:25, 30.



20.  Israel and Judah would be made "a ___________________________________ , and

       the inhabitants thereof an ________________________________________ .” v. 16



21. God's people would no longer be a blessing, but would bear ____________________ 

       _____________________________________________________. v. 16







MICAH  CHAPTER SEVEN - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST



The final chapter of Micah resembles the book of Lamentations. The speaker is probably Micah the prophet, along with the righteous remnant of Israel and Judah.  The pictorial language speaks not only of the time period in which Micah lived, but also of the "time of     Jacob's trouble"--the reign of antichrist during the Great Tribulation.



1.   What is the first word of Chapter 7 that describes these time periods? v. 1

       ____________________________________________________________________



2.   Although Micah searches for a righteous man, as a grape gatherer would for grapes, "there is _________________________________________________________ v. 1



3.   What has happened to the good man? v. 2 __________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________



4.   Are there any righteous men left in the earth? v. 2 ____________________________



5.   What two things are the inhabitants of Israel and Judah doing? v. 2



        a. _________________________________________________________________



        b. _________________________________________________________________



6.   What are these men earnestly seeking to do with their hands? v. 3

       ___________________________________________________________________



7.   What are the prince and judge asking for? v. 3 ______________________________



8.   The great man of influence and power "uttereth _____________________________ 

       _____________________________________________________________.”  v. 3



         Micah characterizes the classes of men he finds among God's people in verse 4.



9.   The best of them is as a ________________________________________________



10. The most upright is ___________________________________________________



11. What threefold advice does Micah give to his listeners? v. 5

       ___________________________________________________________________ 

       ___________________________________________________________________



      Micah's grounds for this advice is found in verse 6. He saw that under pressure of judgment, a man's closest friends would betray him.



12.  "The son _________________________________________ the father, the daughter

         _______________________________________________ her mother, the daughter

         in law against her ___________________________________ ; a man's enemies are

         _________________________________________________________________ .”



        Also read Matthew 10:34-36 and Luke 12:53.



13.  Amid the sin and darkness of his day, Micah proclaims his faith, patience and hope in God.  What two resolutions does Micah make in verse 7?

        a. _________________________________________________________________

        b. _________________________________________________________________



14.  Because Micah's trust in God's deliverance for himself and Israel is so sure, what advice does he give to his enemies? v. 8

        ___________________________________________________________________



15.  According to God's deliverance, if Micah (or a righteous man) falls, he ___________ 

        _________________________________; and if he finds himself  sitting in darkness,                                             

        ___________________________________________________ . v. 8



16.  Why is Micah willing to bear the indignation of the Lord?  v. 9

        ___________________________________________________________________



       Like Isaiah, Micah identifies himself with the sins of his people.  Read Isaiah 6:5.



17.  After Micah confessed his sins, what three actions was he confident the Lord would perform? v. 9

        ___________________________________________________________________

        ___________________________________________________________________  



        Read I John 1:9



18.  What shall cover Israel's enemies who mocked and said, "Where is the Lord thy God?" 

        v. 10 ______________________________________________________________



19.  Although God's people were then being "trodden down," what three promises did the Lord give them concerning "the day" that was to come?  vv. 11-12

        __________________________________    _______________________________

        __________________________________



20.  Micah takes one last look at the present realities of his day.  Why was the land of Israel and Judah going to suffer desolation?   v. 13

        ___________________________________________________________________

        ___________________________________________________________________



             The book of Micah ends with God's prophet praying for his people.



21.  Micah sees that the rod of judgment will actually be profitable for Israel in the end.  With this in mind, with what does Micah petition the Lord to feed His people? v. 14

         ___________________________________________________________________



22.  Verses 16 and 17 describe the astonishment and great awe that will come upon all nations of the world when Israel is restored and exalted.  List seven reactions the nations will have to Israel's ultimate deliverance.

        a.________________________________ b. _______________________________

        c.________________________________ d. _______________________________

        e. _________________________________________________________________  

        f. ________________________________ g. _______________________________



23.  What four attributes does Micah see in Israel’s Redeemer that cause him to proclaim, "Who is a God like unto thee?" v. 18

        a. _________________________________________________________________

        b. _________________________________________________________________

        c. _________________________________________________________________

        d. _________________________________________________________________



24.  When all the tribes of Israel are gathered together under their Messiah's reign, God promises to do five things for His people. List these five promises. vv. 19-20

        a. _________________________________________________________________

        b. _________________________________________________________________

        c. _________________________________________________________________

        d. _________________________________________________________________

        e. _________________________________________________________________



We are filled with praise and thanksgiving to our faithful God who has declared these great promises for all of His people--Jew and Gentile.



25. The Lord has said He will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.  What will happen to the sea when the new heavens and new earth are established?  Revelation 21:1 ________________________________________________________________

        ___________________________________________________________________



      "If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed!"   (John 8:36)



I have answered all questions to the best of my ability.



Name ________________________________________

Address ______________________________________

_____________________________________________

Date _________________________________________

MINOR PROPHETS III   ANSWER KEY

TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE: 236

1 point for each blank





THE BOOK OF MICAH





 Chapter 1

   1.  the word of the Lord

   2.   Samaria, Jerusalem

   3.   all ye people

   4.   from His holy temple

   5.   will come down, and tread upon the high places of the earth

   6.   the mountains shall be molten, the valleys shall be cleft

   7.   for the transgression of Jacob is all this, and for the sins of the house of Israel

   8.   Samaria, Jerusalem

   9.   an heap of the field, the stones thereof into the valley, the foundations thereof,

        all the graven images thereof, all the hires thereof, all the idols thereof

   10.  return to the hire of an harlot

   11.  wail, howl, go stripped and naked

   12.  incurable

   13.  Judah, Jerusalem

   14.  roll themselves in the dust

   15.  evil

   16.  bind the chariot to the swift beast

   17.  a lie

   18.  (a) make thee bald (b) poll thee for thy delicate children (c) enlarge thy baldness as 

               the eagle

   19.  into captivity



 Chapter 2

   1.   devise, work

   2.   they practiced evil

   3.   (a) they covet fields and take them by violence (b) they covet houses and take

        them away (c) they oppress a man and his house, even a man and his heritage

   4.   an evil

   5.   necks

   6.   a parable

   7.   we be utterly spoiled

   8.   their fields

   9.   the casting of a cord by lot

   10.  prophesy not

   11.  (a) is the spirit of the Lord straitened (b) are these his doings (c) do not my

           words do good to him that walketh uprightly

   12.  enemy

   13.  they pulled off the robe with the garment from them that pass by

   14.  they were being cast out from their pleasant houses

   15.  arise ye, and depart

   16.  a prophesy of wine and of strong drink

   17.  I will surely assemble, 0 Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather the remnant of Israel



   Chapter 3

   1.   judgment

   2.   good, loved

   3.   (a) pluck off their skin from off them (b) pluck off their flesh from off their bones 

         (c) eat the flesh of my people (d) flay their skin from off them (e) break their bones 

         (f) chop them in pieces

   4.   they cry unto the Lord



   5.  he will not hear them: he will even hide his face from them

   6.  peace

   7.  (a) night shall be unto you, that ye shall not have a vision (b) and it shall be dark 

         unto you, that ye shall not divine

   8.  the seers shall be ashamed, the diviners confounded, they shall all cover their lips

   9.  full of power, full of judgment, full of might

  10.  to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin

  11.  judgment, all equity

  12.  blood, iniquity

  13.  reward

  14.  hire

  15.  money

  16.  is not the Lord among us

  17.  plow Zion as a field, make Jerusalem become heaps, make the mountain of the house

            as the high places 

of the

 forest



   Chapter 4

   1. in the last days

   2. (a) it shall be established in the top of the mountains (b) it shall be exalted above the 

        hills (c) people shall flow unto it

   3. come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord

   4. the law, the word of the Lord

   5. (a) they shall beat their swords into plowshares (b) beat their spears into 

pruninghooks 



       

(c) nation shall not lift up a sword against nation (d) they

 

shall not learn war any more 

 

       

(e) they shall sit every man under his vine and

 

under his fig tree (f) none shall make 



        

them afraid (g) all people will walk in

 

the name of the Lord

   6. the mouth of the Lord

   7. for ever and ever

   8. remnant

   9. strong nation

  10. the Lord



  11. the first dominion or the kingdom



  12. king, counsellor



  13. pain, labour



  14. Babylon



  15. from the hand of thine enemies



  16. many

          17. arise and thresh

          18. (a) God will make Israel's horn icon (b) He will make thy hooves brass

            (c) thou shalt beat in pieces many people (d) God will consecrate their gain

            unto Himself (e) consecrate their substance unto Himself



          Chapter 5

          1. gather thyself in troops

          2. they shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek

          3. Jesus Christ

          4. Bethlehem

          5. to be ruler in Israel

          6. from everlasting

          7. He gave them up

          8. the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel

          9. stand, feed, the majesty of the name of the Lord, abide, great unto the ends of

            the earth, peace

          10. seven shepherds, eight principal men

          11. they shall waste the land of Assyria with the sword

          12. the land of Nimrod

          13. deliver

          14. dew from the Lord, as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor

                waiteth for the sons of men

          15.  a lion

   16.  lifted up upon thine adversaries

   17.  Any nine of the following answers in any order are acceptable:

        cut off thy horses, destroy thy chariots, cut off the cities, throw down all thy

        strong holds, cut off witchcrafts, no more soothsayers, cut off graven images,

        standing images, pluck up thy groves, the work of thine hands, destroy thy cities



 

        Chapter 6

   1.   what the Lord saith

   2.   contend thou before the mountains, and let the hills hear thy voice

   3.   controversy, plead

   4.   (a) what have I done unto thee (b) wherein have I wearied thee

   5.   (a) I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt (b) I redeemed thee out of the

        house of servants (c) I sent before thee Moses, Aaron and Miriam

   6.   burnt offerings, with calves of a year old

   7.   thousands of rams or ten thousands of rivers of oil

   8.   my firstborn -or- the fruit of my body

    9.   what is good

   10.  to do justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with God

   11.  the Lord's

   12.  the man of wisdom

   13.  scant measure, wicked balances, deceitful weights

   14.  full of violence

   15.  lies, deceitful

   16.  of thy sins

            17.  (a) thou shalt eat, but not be satisfied (b) thou shalt take hold, but shall not

                   deliver (c) that which thou deliverest will I give up to the sword   (d) thou

                   shalt sow, but thou shalt not reap (e) thou shalt tread the olives, but thou shalt

                   not anoint thee with oil (f) sweet wine, but shalt not drink wine

   18.  the statutes of Omri

   19.  the works of the house of Ahab

   20.  desolation, hissing

   21.  reproach



           Chapter 7

   1.   woe

   2.   no cluster to eat

   3.   he is perished out of the earth

   4.   no

   5.   (a) they all lie in wait for blood (b) they hunt every man his brother with a net

   6.   evil

   7.   a reward

   8.   his mischievous desire

   9.   brier

   10.  sharper than a thorn hedge

   11.  trust ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide, keep the doors of thy

        mouth from her that lieth in thy bosom

   12.  dishonoureth, riseth up against, mother in law, the men of his own house

   13.  (a) I will look unto the Lord (b) I will wait for the God of my salvation

   14.  rejoice not against me

   15.  shall arise, the Lord shall be his light

   16.  because I have sinned against him

   17.  he will plead my cause, he will execute judgment for me, he will bring me forth

          to the light

   18.  shame

   19.  thy walls are to be built, the decree shall be far removed, he shall come even to thee

   20.  because of them that dwell therein, for the fruit of their doings

   21.  feed thy people with thy rod

            22.  (a) be confounded (b) lay their hand upon their mouth (c) ears shall be deaf

                   (d) lick the dust like a serpent (e) move out of their holes like worms of the

                    earth (f) be afraid of the Lord (g) shall fear because of thee

           23.  (a) pardoneth iniquity (b) passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his



         

          heritage (c) retaineth not his anger for ever (d) delighteth in mercy



      

     24.  (a) turn again (b) have compassion upon us (c) subdue our iniquities (d) cast



         

          all their sins into the depths of the sea (e) perform the truth and mercy which



         

          thou hast sworn

     

       

25.  there was no more sea
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THE BOOK OF ZEPHANIAH











Zephaniah was a man who could make the same statement as the apostle Paul in Acts 20:27, "For I have not shunned to declare unto you the whole counsel of God." Conditions in Zephaniah's day were shocking, and the prophet unhesitatingly delivered the full message of the coming judgment of God.



Zephaniah was the last minor prophet before the captivity of Judah. He was born during the wicked and idolatrous reign of Manasseh and prophesied during the good reign of Josiah.  Josiah was crowned king at the young age of 8 years, and the wicked spiritual state of Judah which had been carried over from Manasseh's reign continued into Josiah's reign for the first few years.  Zephaniah's ministry began during these early years       and laid the groundwork for the reform and revival which would take place later during Josiah's reign.







Read the account of Manasseh's reign in II Kings 21:1-16 and answer the following three questions:







1.   What great evil did Manasseh do in II Kings 21:5? ___________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







      Manasseh not only instigated false worship, but he brought it right into the house of 



      God!







2.   Because of Manasseh's continual wickedness, God's judgment on Judah would be so severe "that __________________________________________________________  



        __________________________________________________ .” II Kings 21:11, 12







3.   According to II Kings 21:16, how much innocent blood did Manasseh shed?



       ____________________________________________________________________







      Judah's last revival occurred during the good reign of Josiah.  Read II Kings 21:17-26 



      and all of chapter 22.







4.   When Josiah was 18 years of age, what did Hilkiah the priest find in the temple?  II Kings 22:8 _________________________________________________________________







5.   What was the king's response to hearing the words of the book of the law?  II Kings 22:11



        ___________________________________________________________________







The rending of clothes demonstrated extreme remorse and anguish.  Josiah's second response (II Kings 22:13) was to send to the prophet to find out what God would have him do.  The respected prophet of the day was a woman or prophetess named Huldah.  Reread her response to Josiah's inquiry in II Kings 22:15-20.







           Read the record of Josiah's good reign in II Kings 23, and answer the next three 



           questions.







6.   What did Josiah do with all the vessels made for Baal worship? v. 4 



        ___________________________________________________________________







7.   What did Josiah do with the altar or high place in Bethel that Jeroboam had made? v. 15



       ___________________________________________________________________







8.   What was Josiah's testimony before the Lord? v. 25 __________________________



       ___________________________________________________________________ 







In spite of Josiah's efforts of reform and his commitment to God, thick black clouds of judgment still hung over Judah. (Read II Kings 23:26,27.) When the prophet Zephaniah began to minister at the beginning of Josiah's rule, he could clearly see the storm clouds and sense the impending storm.







ZEPHANIAH   CHAPTER 1 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Verse 1 reveals that Zephaniah was of royal lineage; Hizkiah is a reference to the good king of Judah, Hezekiah.  Zephaniah's descent added an extra sting to his message, since he was well acquainted with the priests and officials of Judah.







1.    What is Zephaniah's beginning statement? v. 2 _______________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







In verse 3, Zephaniah lists everything that the Lord will utterly consume.  Although the coming Babylonian judgment on Judah would not be so severe as to consume all things, another judgment is coming that will fulfill this prophecy.  By the end of the Great Tribulation, not only Judah, but most of the earth will be a desolate heap of burned rubble.  Throughout his prophecy, Zephaniah transcends his contemporary situation and refers to    this ultimate judgment about which Jesus declares, "except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved." (Matthew 24:22)







2.    What would the Lord cut off? v. 4 ________________________________________







3.    Name the first of the 10 commandments given to Moses by the Lord.  Ex. 20:3



       ____________________________________________________________________







From very early childhood every Jew would have continually heard this commandment.  Yet this important law was repeatedly broken.  Not only were idols worshipped instead of the Lord, but some even tried to mix the worship of Jehovah and idols!











4.    In verse 5 the people were swearing by ____________________________________ 



       and by _____________________________________________________________ .







5.    What does Zephaniah say is at hand? v. 7 __________________________________







The "day of the Lord" can refer to any time of judgment, but specifically it refers to God's end time judgment and the restoration that will follow.







6.    What three groups of people mentioned in verse 8 were to be punished?



        ___________________________________________________________________ 



        ___________________________________________________________________







Strange apparel may have referred to the Jewish practice of wearing lavish heathen dress.  However, from a spiritual viewpoint, strange apparel may have referred to the Jews acquiring idolatrous customs and heathen habits, which they put on just as they would clothing.  The Lord singled out the princes and king's children because, as leaders setting the example, they were especially guilty.  Verses 9 through 11 reveal how thoroughly God will judge the city of Jerusalem.  Zephaniah portrays a city filled with the noise of crying,    howling, and the crashing of falling walls.







7.   What will the Lord use to search out every individual of Jerusalem who deserves judgment? v. 12 ______________________________________________________







The Lord knows the most secret places of a man's heart and will search them  out with the light and truth of His word. Read Hebrews 4:12.







8.    What shall happen to the goods and the houses of the people? v. 13



        ___________________________________________________________________







9.   What will the mighty man do during the great day of the Lord? v. 14 



       ____________________________________________________________________







10.  List the five descriptions of the day of the Lord given in verse 15.







       It is a day of _________________________________________________________







       It is a day of _________________________________________________________







       It is a day of _________________________________________________________







       It is a day of _________________________________________________________







       It is a day of _________________________________________________________











11.  When the distress of this day comes, how will men walk? v. 17



         ___________________________________________________________________







12.  Neither ____________________________________________ will be able to deliver            



       men in the day of the Lord's wrath. v. 18







Man now thinks he can buy his way out of distress and into happiness with silver and gold. However, a judgment is coming upon this earth that will leave the mighty man completely desolate with nothing to lean upon.







13.  What will devour the whole land? v. 18 ____________________________________











ZEPHANIAH   CHAPTER 2 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







1.   What does the Lord call His once beloved nation in verse 1? 



        ___________________________________________________________________







2.   In order that they might be "hid in the day of the Lord's anger," what two things are the Jews told to seek? v. 3b _____________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________ 







Zephaniah's ministry focused on the forthcoming judgment of God upon Judah.  However, in the remainder of chapter 2, the prophet speaks of coming judgment for cities and nations surrounding Judah.  Many of the Old Testament prophets were called to proclaim judgment to the Gentile nations, as well as to the nation of Israel.



The messages which were directed to other nations also helped stir the Jews to repentance.  As the Israelites were made aware that the world system around them would soon crumble, they realized their only place of security was in THE LORD!  Verses 4 through 7 concern the judgment of four great Philistine cities.







3.   From verse 4, name the four cities and their respective judgments.







       a. __________________________________________________________________







       b. __________________________________________________________________







      c. __________________________________________________________________







      d. __________________________________________________________________







4.   What was against the nation of the Cherethites (Canaan)? v. 5



        ___________________________________________________________________











5.   How sharp is the word of the Lord? Heb. 4:12 ______________________________



       ___________________________________________________________________







To some degree, these messages were a comfort for the Israelites because the Philistines were a bitter enemy who had sorely afflicted them.







6.   What shall become of the great industrious shipping ports of the Philistines? v. 6



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







7.   Who shall finally use and enjoy the houses of Ashkelon? v. 7 



       ____________________________________________________________________







The Moabites and the Ammonites were also fierce enemies of Israel. Their lineage began with the ungodly act of incest committed by Lot as recorded in Genesis 19:30-38.  These two heathen nations were largely responsible for instigating and perpetuating human sacrifices to the god Molech.







8.   In His judgment of these nations, God said Moab would be as ___________________ 



      and the children of Ammon as _______________________________________ . v. 9







9.   In what three ways does the Lord describe the region of Sodom and Gommorah? v. 9   



      a. __________________________________________________________________







      b. __________________________________ c. ______________________________







10.  What shall the remnant of God's people do to Moab and Ammon? v. 9



         ___________________________________________________________________







11.  The basic reason Moab and Ammon were judged was for their _____________ v. 10







12.  How will the Lord be to these two heathen nations? v. 11 _____________________



       ___________________________________________________________________







The latter part of verse 11 presents a prophetic image of how false gods will be starved to death from lack of attention, as the Lord Himself becomes the only object of worship over the whole earth for all peoples! This prophecy will be fulfilled during Christ's thousand year reign on earth, following the Great Tribulation.



During Zephaniah's day, Egypt, Ethiopia, and Assyria were part of one massive, powerful empire.  The Lord prophesied of a coming destruction that would break up this empire, bringing Assyria to absolute ruin.







13.  What will happen to the Ethiopians? v. 12 __________________________________







14.  What will Nineveh become? v. 13 ________________________________________



15.  What shall be in the threshold of every Assyrian house or building?  v. 14



        __________________________________________________________________







16.  Before God destroyed her, the great city of Nineveh had assumed an attitude of pride, 



       saying in her heart _____________________________________________________ 



       _______________________________________________________________ v. 15







17.  What acts of mockery will be performed by everyone who passes by the ruins of Nineveh? v. 15 _______________________________________________________











ZEPHANIAH   CHAPTER 3 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







In this chapter, Zephaniah returned to his message of judgment upon Judah. Verses 1 through 7 specifically focus upon the city of Jerusalem.







1.   How is the city of Jerusalem described in verse 1? ____________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







2.   What are the four reasons why the Lord sent judgment? v. 2







       a. __________________________________________________________________







       b. __________________________________________________________________







      c. __________________________________________________________________







      d. __________________________________________________________________







Verse 3 portrays the leaders of Israel devouring the people for personal gain.  The greedy judges are likened to ravenous wolves, who were so hungry for bribes that they tore every trace of justice into shreds; not even a skeleton of justice was left.







3.   What two words does Zephaniah use to describe the false prophets? v. 4







       a. _________________________________ b. ______________________________







A spirit of lightness can make a prophet treacherous. Taking the things of God lightly can grow into a treacherous cancer of the soul, breeding carelessness and disaster in others.







4.   Of what two things were the priests guilty? v. 4  a. ____________________________



       ____________________________ b. _____________________________________











5.   What does the Lord do every morning? v. 5 _________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







In bringing judgment to light every morning, the Lord would strive daily with each prince, prophet, priest and person in Israel to forsake evil and follow after righteousness.  Verses 6 and 7 give insight into the loving heart of God.  Although the Lord severely judged other nations that He might warn Israel, His people would not learn to fear Him.  Although the Lord punished Israel with a rod of chastisement that she might not be completely cut off, God's people would not receive instruction.  God tried every means to save His beloved nation, but as verse 7 declares, Israel failed to respond and corrupted all her doings.







6.   What two things did the Lord expect from Israel after He judged other nations? v. 7a



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







7.   The Jews were so eager to corrupt their doings that they _______________________ 



       ______________________________________________________________ . v. 7b







In verse 8, Zephaniah sees judgment ahead for all who disobey God. The prophet used this immediate situation of imminent war with Babylon to foretell the greatest battle of all, the battle of Armageddon.







8.   What is the Lord determined to do? v. 8 ____________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







Wars have been fought that include many nations, but only Armageddon will include all nations.







9.   What shall devour all the earth? v. 8b ______________________________________







The remainder of this chapter is a prophecy of the glorious Millennial Kingdom of Christ.  Although Zephaniah's focal point is an intense message of judgment, the Lord is careful to include the purpose for judgment--repentance, restoration, and blessing.



Many commentators believe verse 9 indicates that during the Millennium, the whole earth will return to speaking one common language (as recorded in Genesis 11:1, before man attempted to build the tower of Babel.). Others believe the verse only refers to a spiritual purity, wherein people of all kindreds and tongues proclaim the same message of glory  to God.







10. Whether it be a pure language spiritually or physically, what will be the Lord's purpose? v. 9 ________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







      Verse 10 foretells the massive return of dispersed Jews from all over the earth to Israel.



11. The Lord promises that in that day, His people will not be _________________ v. 11



      Punishment will end for those who repent, for God will pardon their sin.







12.  After God removes the leaders (those who rejoice in pride) out of the midst of Israel, why will the haughty spirit depart from Israel? v. 11



        __________________________________________________________________







The people of Israel will turn from haughtiness to humility in the presence and splendor of Jesus Christ as He returns to rule from the holy mountain of Zion.







13.  What will be done by the afflicted remnant of faithful Jews? v. 12



        ___________________________________________________________________ 







14.  What three things will the remnant of Israel not do? v. 13







       a. _________________________________ b. ______________________________







       c. __________________________________________________________________







15.  What two things will the remnant do? v. 13  a. _______________ b. _____________







16.  In the light of all this glory and blessing, what four things does the Lord call His people to do in verse 14? a. _____________________________________________







       b. _________________________________ c. ______________________________                 







       d. _________________________________







As New Testament believers, we are experiencing the Lord's blessing of forgiveness.  We are feeding and lying down in God's holy mountain.  God is pleased when we sing, shout, and rejoice over these wonderful blessings! 







17.  Read verse 15, and answer the following:







        A. What will the Lord take away? ________________________________________







        B. What will He cast out? ______________________________________________







        C. What will His people not see any more? _________________________________







18.  What will be said to Jerusalem? v. 16 ______________________________________







19.  What will the Lord rest in as He watches over His restored people?  v. 17



        ___________________________________________________________________







Verse 18 contains the Lord's promise to all who have desired and longed for the solemn assembly of God's true worship.







20. Write out the five "I wills" of verses 19 and 20.







        a. _________________________________________________________________







        b. _________________________________________________________________







        c. _________________________________________________________________







       d. _________________________________________________________________







       e. _________________________________________________________________







The Jews are still looking for this great and glorious day of full restoration and blessing.  However, Israel does not realize that before the blessings of the Millennium, she must first pass through the fires of the tribulation period.







The book of Zephaniah clearly shows the divine balance between judgment and blessing.  In accepting the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Savior, we find that He was judged in our behalf on the cross.  Because He received our judgment, we can now rejoice in the glory of His love and blessing.











THE BOOK OF HAGGAI







The prophecy of Haggai was directed to the Jewish remnant who had returned from captivity to restore Jerusalem and the temple.  As Haggai admonishes, encourages and instructs the Jews, a theme emerges revealing that there is a difference between enthusiasm and true revival.



The Jews had been taken captive by Babylon in 605 B.C. and in 597 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar once again took the city of Jerusalem and carried away more captives.  He finally destroyed the city and Solomon's temple in 586 B.C.  Several years later, under the rule of King Cyrus, Medo-Persia overthrew Babylon.  The Jews therefore became Persian captives. within one year, King Cyrus issued a decree releasing the Jewish captives to return to Jerusalem.



King Cyrus is an important man in Bible history and prophecy.  Years before Cyrus was born, Isaiah prophesied of him, declaring his very name and foretelling what he would do.







1.   As prophesied by Isaiah, what would Cyrus say to Jerusalem? Isa. 44:28



       ____________________________________________________________________







2.   For what reason did the Lord call and personally name this heathen king?  Isa. 45:4



      ____________________________________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________ 







The historical account of the Jews returning from captivity in Persia is recorded in the book of Ezra.







3.   Who stirred up the spirit of Cyrus? Ezra 1:1 _________________________________







4.   What was Cyrus' proclamation? Ezra 1:2 ___________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 



       ____________________________________________________________________







5.   What did Cyrus tell the Jews to do? Ezra 1:3 ________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







The Jews had been in captivity for 70 years.  Many of them had homes, gardens, and flocks, and therefore did not take this opportunity to return to their homeland.







6.   The Jews who stayed behind were commanded by Cyrus to collect from their neighbors, 



       silver, gold, beasts, and freewill offerings to be used for _______________________ 



       _____________________________________________________________ v. 4







Under the leadership of Zerubbabel, 42,360 captives returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the house of God. (Ezra 2:64) The Jews returned with great enthusiasm and began to build.  However, excitement and enthusiasm were not enough to complete the work of God.  The need was for true revival.



Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi were all prophets to this nucleus of returned Jews; Haggai’s messages were preached 16 years after Cyrus' decree.  The people had grown weary of their project and had begun to work on their own houses instead of the house of the Lord.











HAGGAI   CHAPTER 1 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







1.   What were the people saying as an excuse to stop building? v. 2 



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







2.   What question did Haggai ask the people? v. 4 _______________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







3.   What did the prophet tell the people to consider? v. 5 _________________________







Because of their lack of spiritual commitment, the people did not have God's blessings upon their crops and substance. (v. 6)







4.   Where did the wages they earned seem to go? v. 6 ____________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







5.   In what would the Lord take pleasure? v. 8 __________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







6.   What reason did the Lord give for the diminishing of His people's substance? v. 9



       ____________________________________________________________________ 



       ____________________________________________________________________



 



This same charge can be made against many in the Church today.  Attendance at the house of God and building the body of Christ are taken too lightly.  We should think of every church service as an opportunity to labor together and to spiritually build God's house.







7.   Because of the peoples' selfish ways, the Lord called for ___________________ v. 11







8.   What two responses did Zerubbabel and the people have to Haggai’s message? v. 12



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







9.   After the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel and the people, what did they do? v. 14



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







When God's people are willing to obey His voice, God is faithful to stir up their spirits, giving them the means to perform His will.











HAGGAI   CHAPTER 2 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







The message recorded in chapter 2 takes place three weeks after the people had resumed work on the house of God.  Although the people had responded heartily to Haggai’s first message, discouragement and doubt had not been entirely rooted out, and labor began to slow down once again.  Many of the older men began to recall the past.  They felt that Israel would never have the same glory and greatness she once had.







1.   When the people compared the glory of the present house with the glory of the first house (built during Solomon's day), they saw it as ____________________________ 



        _____________________________________________________________ . v. 3







2.   What promise did the Lord make to the people in verse 4? 



       ____________________________________________________________________











3.   If the Israelites would be faithful to work, the Lord promised to fill His house with __ 



      ________________________________________________________________ .v. 7







4.   What did the Lord promise about the latter house? v. 9 ________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







Verses 6 through 9 speak of the greatest revival in Israel, and throughout the world--the Millennium.  First, the Lord will "shake all nations" through the Tribulation, and then will come the "desire of all nations," the Lord Jesus Christ.  At this time, Israel will fully experience the glory of the latter house.



Haggai begins a third message in verse 10.  The prophet illustrates how sin is contagious, but that holiness is not.  Many people get close to a committed leader hoping that the commitment of his leader will suffice for himself.  But separation to God is an individual matter that takes place at an individual altar.







5.   When asked if an object would become holy through contact with an object already holy, what did the priests answer? v. 12 ____________________________________







6.   In contrast, when asked if a clean object would become defiled by touching an unclean object, what did the priests answer? v. 13



       ____________________________________________________________________







In verse 14, Haggai applies these principles of the law to the people. The people thought that offering sacrifices would make them holy and would erase their disobedience in not building the temple.  However, in God's eyes, the situation was exactly opposite.  The peoples' disobedience had made them and all their sacrifices unclean and displeasing to God.



In verses 15 through 19, Haggai’s message instructs and encourages. The Lord teaches the people that past difficulties and judgments had occurred because they would not build the house of God.  Then, the Lord encourages the people with the promise that if they would obey, He would bless them from that day forward.







7.   When the Lord had to judge His disobedient people, how much wheat would they reap from 20 measures? v. 16 ________________________________________________







8.   When the people came to draw out 50 vessels of oil, how much would they find?



       ____________________________________________________________________







9.   What three things did the Lord use as judgments? v. 17 ________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







Verse 19 is a message of "walking by faith and not by sight." Even though the seed was not yet in the barn and the fruit not yet on the trees, God promised His full blessing would begin "this day." God was showing the Jews that a productive, lasting, heartfelt revival must begin with obedience and faith.



Beginning in verse 20, Haggai’s final message is not only directed to Zerubbabel, but also prophesies of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Haggai describes nations falling and political upheaval, with the promise of protection and exaltation for Zerubbabel.  These events also apply to the Tribulation and subsequent exaltation of Jesus Christ as Lord and Ruler over all the earth.







10. What will the Lord shake? v. 21 __________________________________________







11.  From the first part of verse 22, the Lord will overthrow _______________________ 



       ______________________________ and destroy the _________________________   



       ___________________________________________________________________.











12.  What will the Lord make Zerubbabel? v. 23 _________________________________







A signet refers to a signature ring, engraved with a stamp or seal that represents the honor and authority of its owner. The Lord Jesus Christ would be the signet ring of the Father, representing God's authority and power on earth.







The message of Haggai is very fitting for today.  Surely it is time to lay aside personal ambitions and build the kingdom of God!  We must not look back at the glory of the former house in the book of Acts and feel that it will never again be so glorious--for it will be far more glorious. "The glory of the latter house shall be greater than the former." This is God's promise to us of a great and powerful outpouring of the Spirit throughout the earth before Christ returns!











I have answered all questions to the best of my ability.







Name _________________________________







Address _______________________________







______________________________________







Date __________________________________







































MINOR PROPHETS V   ANSWER KEY



TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE: 114



1 point for each blank







      THE BOOK OF ZEPHANIAH







      1.  he built altars for the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the Lord



      2.  whosoever heareth of it, both his ears would tingle



      3.  till he filled Jerusalem from one end to the other



      4.  the book of the law



      5.  he rent his clothes



      6.  he burned them outside Jerusalem and carried the ashes to Bethel



      7.  broke it down, burned it, and stamped it to powder



      8.  there was no other king like him, either before or after him



      CHAPTER I



      1.  I will utterly consume all things from off the land saith the Lord



      2.  the remnant of Baal (false worship)



      3.  Thou shalt have no other gods before me.



      4.  the Lord, Malcham



      5.  the day of the Lord



      6.  the princes, the king's children, those clothed with strange apparel



      7.  candles



      8.  goods shall become a booty, their houses a desolation



      9.  cry bitterly



    10.   5 of the following: wrath, trouble, distress, wasteness, darkness, desolation,



           gloominess, clouds, thick darkness



    11.   like blind men



    12.   silver nor gold



    13.   the fire of God's jealousy



      CHAPTER 2



      1.  nation not desired



      2.  righteousness, meekness



      3.  Gaza shall be forsaken, Ashkelon a desolation, Ashdod will be driven out,



          Ekron shall be rooted up (order may vary)



      4.  the word of the Lord



      5.  sharper than any two-edged sword



      6.  it shall become a place for shepherds and flocks



      7.  the remnant of the house of Judah



      8.  Sodom, Gomorrah



      9.  breeding of nettles, salt pits, a perpetual desolation (order may vary)



    10.   they shall possess them



    11.   pride



    12.   He will be terrible



    13.   they shall be slain



    14.   a desolation (dry like the wilderness)



    15.   desolation



    16.   I am and there is none beside me



    17.   shall hiss and wag their hand



      CHAPTER 3



      1.  filthy, polluted, oppressing



      2.  she obeyed not the voice, she received not correction, she trusted not in the Lord,



          she drew not near to her God (order may vary)



      3.  light, treacherous



      4.  polluting the sanctuary, doing violence to the law



      5.  He brings His judgment to light



      6.  that she would fear Him, that she would receive instruction



      7.  rose early



      8.  to gather all nations and pour out His indignation and fierce anger



      9 . the fire of His jealousy



     10.  that all call upon the name of the Lord to serve Him with one consent



     11.  ashamed



     12.  because of my holy mountain



     13.  they shall trust in the name of the Lord



     14.  do iniquity, speak lies, a deceitful tongue will not be in their mouth (order may 



            vary)



     15.  feed, lie down



     16.  sing, shout, be glad, rejoice (order may vary)



     17.  A. thy judgments, B. thine enemy, C. evil



     18.  fear thou not



     19.  His love



     20.  I will undo all that afflict thee, I will save her that halteth, I will get them



            praise and fame, I will bring you again, I will make you a name and a praise in



            the earth (order may vary)







THE BOOK OF HAGGAI







      1.  thou shalt be built



      2.  for Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect



      3.  the Lord



      4.  the Lord God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath



          charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah



      5.  go up to Jerusalem and build the house of the Lord



      6.  the house of God that is in Jerusalem



      CHAPTER 1



      1.  the time is not come, the time that the Lord's house should be built



      2.  Is it time for you to dwell in your
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THE BOOK OF ZECHARIAH











The name "Zechariah" means the Lord remembers.  Zechariah was probably born and raised during the Babylonian captivity because Zechariah 2:4 indicates he was a young man when he prophesied.  He was a contemporary of Haggai; Ezra 5:1 shows how closely their ministries were linked together.







1.  How many months after Haggai began preaching did Zechariah begin his ministry?   



     Read Haggai 1:1 and Zechariah 1:1. ________________________________________







While the general tone of Haggai's ministry was one of exhortation, the underlying tone        of Zechariah's ministry was encouragement.  The returned Jews had become disheartened because of certain unfavorable conditions.  Although they had been allowed to return to their homeland, the Jews were still governed by the Persians.  This servitude was a bitter and humiliating experience for a people who had once been exalted among nations.  Also, the devastated condition of Jerusalem was another point of discouragement.  Because their captivity had lasted 70 years, many Jews had either forgotten or had never seen the extent of destruction done to Jerusalem. (Read Jeremiah 52:12-14.) Rebuilding the charred remains and ruins of their beloved city seemed to be an overwhelming task.  Against this dark background came the brilliant words of hope offered through God's servant, Zechariah.







The book of Zechariah can be readily divided into two main parts.  The first six chapters record eight separate visions given to Zechariah.  The last eight chapters are devoted to instruction and prophecy of end time events.







INTRODUCTION - Read Zechariah 1:1-6







Zechariah began with an appeal for the people to hear him.  The prophet reminds the        people that their fathers would not listen to the prophets of their time, and the result        was captivity.







1.  How did their fathers respond to the cry of the prophets, warning them to turn from evil? v. 4b _________________________________________________________________







In verses 5 and 6, Zechariah pointed out that even though the previous generation and their prophets were gone, the word of the Lord remained.  The example of what had happened to the fathers was therefore the Lord's word of warning to the returned remnant.







Three months after Zechariah's first words of warning and two months after Haggai's        last message, the prophet Zechariah received a series of visions in the night.  In order        to maintain the continuity of these visions, the first portion of this study course has        been arranged according to the visions instead of by chapter.



VISION 1 - THE HORSEMEN AND THE HORSES - Read 1:7-17.







1. What color was the horse that the man rode? v. 8 ______________________________







2. What three colors were the other horses.? v. 8 ________________________________







3. Who did the angel say these horses and their riders were? v. 10 ___________________



     _____________________________________________________________________



     _____________________________________________________________________







4. According to the horsemen, what was the condition of the earth? v. 11 _____________



    _____________________________________________________________________  







In this first vision, the Man on the first red horse is Jesus Christ.  He is standing among the myrtle trees and is identified as the Angel of the Lord in verse 11.  The horsemen and their horses are God's agents who represent divine intervention in the affairs of nations.  This vision of God's involvement would have given the prophet Zechariah and the people restored hope, because the Lord's absolute control over all nations meant protection and restoration for Israel.







5.  The Angel of the Lord, Jesus Christ, became the intercessor and mediator for God is        



      people in verse 12.  What question did He ask? ______________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







6.  What kind of words did the Lord answer to the Angel? v. 13 ____________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







7.  Now that judgment was passed, what was the Lord's attitude toward Jerusalem? v. 14



     _____________________________________________________________________







8.  What was the Lord's attitude toward the heathen? v. 15 ________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







The Persian Empire and surrounding nations rested in peace and ease (from verse 11)    while the Jews were still in affliction and turmoil.  However, God was ready to restore Jerusalem and crush the oppressing hand of the heathen.  This vision was full of    encouragement and comfort for God's people.



We can also take encouragement from this vision.  When the enemy seems to close in on us, we must remember that Jesus is our Mediator and that God's horsemen are covering the earth keeping all things in His control.







VISION 2 - THE FOUR HORNS AND FOUR CARPENTERS - Read 1:18-21.







1. What did Zechariah see first? v. 18 _________________________________________



2. What were these horns that Zechariah saw? v. 19 ______________________________



     _____________________________________________________________________







Horns in scripture are well recognized as a figure of power.  Zechariah saw four nations who had been hostile and destructive to Israel.







3. What did Zechariah also see? v. 20







4. What did the carpenters come to do to the horns?  v. 21b _______________________



     _____________________________________________________________________







The carpenters or blacksmiths came to fight against  (fray) the horns and cast them out.  The actual portrayal is of a blacksmith smashing the horns on his anvil.  So will God do to the enemies of His beloved people!







VISION 3   THE MAN WITH THE MEASURING LINE - Read 2:1-13.







1. Where did the man with the measuring line say he was going? v. 2 _________________



     _____________________________________________________________________







While the first two visions emphasized the defeat of Israel's enemies, this third vision focuses on the outcome of such a defeat--the enlargement and prosperity of Jerusalem.



In verse 4, "without walls" speaks of a city sprawling in every direction so that it cannot be encircled by walls.







2. When restoration comes, who will be the wall and the glory of Jerusalem? v. 5



     _____________________________________________________________________







3. God was warning the Jews remaining in Babylon to flee from coming destruction.  What 



     did the Lord tell Zion to do? v. 7 __________________________________________







4. When another nation touches or harms Israel, who are they touching? v. 8 



     _____________________________________________________________________







5. Why should Israel sing and rejoice? v. 10 ____________________________________



     _____________________________________________________________________







This vision is also a prophecy of the ultimate exaltation of Israel during the Millennium when Jesus Christ will personally rule the earth.  In verse 13, "Be silent, 0 all flesh, before the Lord" prophesies of the absolute submission of all men to the leadership of the King of Kings.







VISION 4 - THE HIGH PRIEST JOSHUA AND SATAN - Read 3:1-10.







1. Why was Satan standing at Joshua's right hand? v. 1 ___________________________







2. What did the Lord say to Satan? v. 2 _______________________________________







Being the High Priest, Joshua represented the entire group of Jews who had returned from the fires of captivity and judgment.  Therefore, he is figuratively called "a brand plucked out of the fire."







3. What was Joshua wearing? v. 3 ____________________________________________







4.  The removal of Joshua's filthy garments meant that the Lord had caused ___________



      _____________________ to pass from him. v. 4







5.  What was Joshua given after the filthy garments were taken away? v. 5 ____________



      ____________________________________________________________________







This change of raiment signified the complete cleansing and rededication of the priesthood, which had been defiled and profaned.







6.  Joshua and the rest of the priests (thy fellows) were set as a type and shadow of the greatest Priest.  Who will the Lord bring forth? v. 8 __________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







The Lord Jesus is the Branch. (Isaiah 11:1, Jeremiah 23:5, 33:15, and Zechariah 6:12)         He is also the great High Priest. (Hebrews 4:14) 



In verse 9, Christ is also spoken of as a stone (the corner stone of salvation--I Peter  2:6,7).  His seven eyes represent the spirit of God sent to earth to offer divine guidance and care (Zechariah 4:10, II Chronicles 16:9, and Revelation 5:6).







7. "I will remove the iniquity of that land in _____________________________ day." v. 9







This phrase presents the culmination and purpose of Zechariah's fourth vision.  In one day the iniquities of Israel and all the sins of mankind would be cleansed.  That day took place at the cross of Calvary when Jesus died for our sins.







VISION 5 - THE GOLDEN CANDLESTICK AND THE OLIVE TREES - Read 4:1-14.







All of Zechariah's visions appear to have taken place in one night.  Therefore, it is not surprising that Zechariah fell asleep between the fourth and fifth visions. (verse 1)







1. What does Zechariah see on either side of the great seven-stemmed candlestick? v. 3



     _____________________________________________________________________







The full significance of this vision cannot be understood without recalling the background of Zechariah's ministry.  The job of rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem seemed impossible.  The work force was small.  Food and, housing were difficult to secure amid the ruins and rubble of the city.  The Jews needed help.



According to the Jewish law, the priests were required to fill the candlestick in the temple with olive oil daily to keep it burning.  The two olive trees standing next to the candlestick in Zechariah's vision represented an unlimited flow of oil to keep the lamp lit (v. 12).  The message to Israel was that help was coming--God's spirit would give them an unlimited flow of strength to finish the work!







2.  What was the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel, the leader of the returned Jews?  v. 6



      ____________________________________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







3. What will the builders be able to cry to the headstone of their building? v. 7 



     _____________________________________________________________________   







Verse 10 contains a word of encouragement for every believer.  The Lord tells us not to despise the day of small things or the day of humble beginnings, for the Lord intends to finish what He has started.  In verses 11-14, the two olive trees represent the leaders, Joshua and Zerubbabel, as the "anointed ones" of that time.  These verses also apply to the two witnesses found in Revelation 11:1-6.  These supernatural witnesses will be as two olive trees, pouring the anointing oil of power and strength upon Israel during the Tribulation period.







VISION 6 - THE FLYING ROLL - Read 5:1-4.







The vision of the flying scroll delivers quite a different message from the five previous vision/messages.







1. How long and wide was the flying scroll? v. 2 _________________________________



     _____________________________________________________________________







Since a cubit equals 18 inches, the flying scroll was 30 feet long and 15 feet wide.  It represented the long scrolls upon which the laws of Moses had been recorded.  Just as the law contained a curse upon the transgressor, the flying roll contained the crimes of  the people and the resulting judgments threatened by the Lord.







2. According to verses 3 and 4, what two sins will cause a person to be cut off from the          blessing of the Lord? ___________________________________________________







Stealing represents that category of sins committed against man, while swearing represents those committed against God.  The message of this vision is that Israel must not expect to enjoy God's promised blessings without a commitment to holiness.







VISION 7 - THE WOMAN AND THE EPHAH - Read 5:5-11.







An ephah is a Jewish dry measure equaling a bushel or eight gallons.  Since this measure was commonly used by the Jews in buying and selling, the ephah represents commerce.  The vision was of a large basket the size of an ephah.







1.  What sat inside the bushel basket? v. 7 ______________________________________







2.  What was the woman called? v. 8 __________________________________________







3.  Who carried the basket away? v. 9 _________________________________________







4.  Where did the winged women take the basket? v. 11 ___________________________







The land of Shinar is synonymous with Babylon.  In the past, Babylon was the place where man had first united in rebellion against God. (Genesis 11:1-9) Likewise, end time events will again focus on Babylon as the seat of mankind's wickedness and rebellion.



(Revelation 17:1-5) Some commentators believe Babylon will be another city, but most     believe in the literal rebuilding of the ancient city.  During the Tribulation, Antichrist     will govern a one-world economy from Babylon, making it a great city of commerce and     wealth. (Revelation 18) In conclusion, the woman and ephah represent the culmination     of wickedness combined with commerce, set in Babylon during the end times.







VISION 8 - THE FOUR CHARIOTS - Read 6:1-8.







1. From where did the chariots come? v. 1 _____________________________________







2. What interpretation did the angel give to Zechariah concerning the four chariots? v. 5



     _____________________________________________________________________







3. What did the chariot with the bay horses do? v. 7 ______________________________



     _____________________________________________________________________







This vision concludes the thought presented in Zechariah's first vision.  The horse-men running to and fro in the first vision represented control of the world by God.  The          manifestation of this control in this last vision would result in the carrying out of God's judgment as represented by chariots of war. Verse 8 provided encouragement for the Jews who had received much affliction at the hands of those "in the north country."







THE SYMBOLIC CORONATION OF JOSHUA - Read 6:9-15.







Some commentators believe this coronation was a ninth vision.  However, it was more          likely a sermon acted out by the prophet.







1. Who was crowned first? v. 11 _____________________________________________











2.  What four other men were crowned? vv. 10, 14 ______________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________  







3.  When Zechariah set the crown on Joshua's head, of whom did he prophesy? v. 12



      ____________________________________________________________________







4.  What shall the Branch build? v. 13 _________________________________________







5.  Where shall the Branch sit? v. 13 __________________________________________







This scene symbolized the crowning of the Messiah as both King and Priest.  The crowning of the four men from among the returned captives pointed toward the glorification of the Jewish people during the Millennium.  These actions performed by Zechariah encouraged the Jews, for in them they saw God's promise to honor and glorify their nation.







ZECHARIAH  CHAPTER 7 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







This chapter contains valuable instruction for every believer.  Zechariah's reply to a question gives clear insight into what is truly important to God.







1. What question did the two men come to ask the priests and the prophets? v. 3



     _____________________________________________________________________



     _____________________________________________________________________







2. What was the Lord's question? v. 5 _________________________________________



     _____________________________________________________________________



     _____________________________________________________________________  







Zechariah's answer to the people begins in verse 9. Although it addressed the issue at hand, his answer never directly mentioned the fast.







3. What does Zechariah say to execute? v. 9 ____________________________________



      



4. What should the people show to their brother? v. 9 ____________________________



     _____________________________________________________________________  







5. What four groups of people should especially be cared for? v. 10 __________________



     _____________________________________________________________________







Zechariah's answer reveals that God is not interested in what man does but in what man is.  If we are constantly questioning the appropriateness of this act or that act, then we are missing the reality of the Christian life.  Zechariah does not answer the people's question about a specific act, but rather tells them to live their faith daily by expressing practical righteousness.  God's word states the matter best in Isaiah 58:6; "Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke?"











ZECHARIAH  CHAPTER 8 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Chapter 8 is filled with promises about the future restoration and exaltation of Israel.  Although most promises will not be fulfilled until the Millennium, the Lord was pouring out comfort and hope upon the returned captives.







1.  What will the city of Jerusalem be called? v. 3 ________________________________







2.  What will the mountain of the Lord be called? v. 3 ____________________________







3.  With what shall the streets of the city be filled? v. 5 ___________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







4.  In verse 8, God said that in His sight and in the sight of all the earth, the Jews “shall be              



      ______________________________________ people."







In verses 9 and 10, the Lord challenges the people to work hard in building the temple.  Working for the Lord was a privilege that their fathers did not have.







5.  Complete the following promises stated in verse 12:







      a.  the seed ___________________________________________________________







      b.  the vine ___________________________________________________________







      c.  the ground _________________________________________________________







      d.  the heavens ________________________________________________________







      e.  the remnant of this people will _________________________________________



       Again, the Lord balances His promises of glory with practical holiness.







6.  What must everyone speak? v. 16 __________________________________________







7. What should God's people execute? v. 16 ____________________________________



     _____________________________________________________________________







God’s word repeatedly instructs His people to "execute judgment." This exhortation    applies to believers of every age.  The meaning is not to judge and condemn, but rather    to rightly discern the truth.  Man's judgment is filled with compromise and does not     recognize the black and white, the right and wrong of God's word.



8. When Israel is exalted, her mournful fasts will be turned into cheerful ______________ 



     _________________________ v. 19







9. What will all the inhabitants of the earth be saying during Christ's Millennial reign? v. 21



     _____________________________________________________________________







10. When God's people are exalted, ten men at a time will take hold of the skirt of a Jew,  saying _____________________________________________________________ 



       _______________________________________________________________ v. 23











ZECHARIAH   CHAPTER 9 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Chapters 9 through 14 are almost entirely prophetic in content.  These chapters contain some very detailed prophecies about the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Chapter 9 begins with prophecies concerning famous Syrian and Philistine cities.







1.  What city is spoken of in verse 3? _________________________________________







2.  This city was so wealthy that it heaped up ____________________________ like men 



      heap up dust, and ________________________________ like mud in the streets! v. 3







3.  But what would the Lord do to Tyrus? v. 4 __________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________  







4.   Although Tyrus was a seaport, by what would she be devoured? v. 4 _____________







This prophecy was specifically fulfilled more than 180 years after Zechariah spoke it. To the shock of the heathen world, this rich and powerful seaport was thoroughly destroyed by the armies of Alexander the Great.  Just as Zechariah prophesied, not only was the city destroyed, but the rubble and remaining buildings were burned to the ground!







5.   What three Philistine cities would be shocked and full of fear when Tyre was destroyed?   



       v. 5 _________________________________________________________________



 



6.   Where would the Lord "encamp"? v. 8 _____________________________________







7.   Why should the daughter of Zion rejoice and shout? v. 9 _______________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







8.   What would He be riding when He came? v. 9 _______________________________







Matthew quoted Zechariah in Matthew 21:4, 5.  He observed that Christ's triumphal        entry into Jerusalem was the fulfillment of these words spoken by Zechariah over 400 years before.







9.   Christ's kingdom would not be set up by carnal weapons of warfare (the chariot, the horse and the battle bow), but would be established when He spoke _____________ 



        ______________________________ v. 10







10. How great would Messiah's dominion be when He returned? v. 10 _______________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







11. By what does the Lord release all prisoners out of the pit of sin? v. 11



       ____________________________________________________________________







Verses 12 and 13 promise Israel that they will be "as the sword of a mighty man" against their enemies.







12. Who shall be seen over Israel? v. 14 _______________________________________







13. Who shall defend Israel? v. 15 ____________________________________________







The Lord's victories would give Israel such joy that the bowls and corners of the altar would be filled with fat and blood from the abundance of sacrifices. (verse 15)







14. What two qualities of the Lord are described as great? v. 17 ____________________



       ____________________________________________________________________











ZECHARIAH  CHAPTER 10 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







1.   Because we are living in the time (due season) of the latter rain, for what should we ask the Lord? v. 1 _____________________________________________________







       Verses 2 and 3 are strong indictments from the Lord against idols and false shepherds.







2.   What have the idols spoken? v. 2 __________________________________________







3.   What have the diviners seen, and what have they told? v. 2 _____________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







4.   The comfort of idols and diviners is ______________________ because it is false and



       will not come to pass. v. 2











5.   What was the Lord's attitude toward the shepherds who were allowing idol worship?



       v. 3 _______________________________________________________________







6.   What four things will come out of the Lord’s flock from the house of Judah? v. 4



       __________________________________________________________________



       __________________________________________________________________







These four prophesies describe the Lord Jesus Christ.  The "corner" means cornerstone    and refers to His strength; the "nail" means tent peg and refers to His stability; the "battle bow" reveals Christ the Warrior; and "every oppressor together" means every ruler,    including the greatest Ruler of all!  Verses 5 through 7 speak of the Lord's people as a conquering army.  They shall have strength and valor "because the Lord is with them." (verse 5)  Verses 8 through 10 speak of the great ingathering at the beginning of Christ's    1,000 year reign. At this time, Jews who were scattered all over the earth will return    home to Israel.







7.   In that glorious day, God's people "shall walk up and down _____________________ 



      ______________________________________________________________ .” v. 12







The believing Jews will finally give their entire lives and will have complete liberty as a part of the flock of Jesus Christ.











ZECHARIAH   CHAPTER 11 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







This chapter is very poetic, dramatic and rich in prophecy concerning the Lord Jesus Christ.  Verses 1 through 6 speak of false shepherds and leaders who have penetrated God's flock, Israel.







1.   What will happen to the glory of the false shepherds? v. 3 ______________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







2.   What is God's flock called when the wrong shepherd is leading? v. 4 ______________



       ____________________________________________________________________







3.   The wicked leaders of Israel would not pity their flock, but sold them instead through corrupt judgments.  Why did these false shepherds say, "Blessed be the Lord"?  v. 5



        ___________________________________________________________________







In response to the command the Lord had given him in verse 4, Zechariah acted out a    prophetic drama of the Messiah's first coming.  Verses 7 through 14 relate Zechariah's    attempt to be the Great Shepherd of Israel and the tragic rejection he received.







4.   What were the names of Zechariah's two shepherd staffs? v. 7 ___________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        Other words for Beauty and Bands are Grace and Unity.







5.   What did Jesus (Zechariah) do to the false shepherds? v. 8 ______________________







6.   How did the false shepherds (Pharisees and scribes) feel toward Jesus when He came?         v. 8b _______________________________________________________________







Verse 9 states the Lord's response to His rejection by the leaders of Israel--"I will not feed you."







7.   Which staff was broken first? v. 10 ________________________________________







8.   What did the act signify when Beauty was broken? v. 10b ______________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________  







Most commentators believe that Zechariah actually acted out these events before the    people. The words and actions of verses 12 and 13 form a striking portion of prophecy.  Impersonating the Messiah in His rejection, Zechariah asked to be sold off as a slave, and the people weighed out 30 pieces of silver!







9.   How much did Judas receive from the false shepherds for the betrayal of Jesus? Matthew 26:14, 15 ___________________________________________________







10.  What did the breaking of the second staff (Bands) indicate? v. 14 ________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







Verses 15 through 17 prophesy of the most evil shepherd Israel will ever allow to tread upon their sacred ground--Antichrist.







11. The great false shepherd will not visit, heal or feed the flock, "but he shall  v. 16



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



 



12. What is this false shepherd called in verse 17? _______________________________











ZECHARIAH  CHAPTER 12 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Chapters  12, 13 and 14 speak of the victory and glory of the day when Israel will recognize and  receive their Messiah.  Verses 2  through 4 refer to the great battle that will usher in the Millennium. At the Battle of  Armageddon, all nations will come together to fight against Israel. While the battle is  in progress, Christ will return to conquer the armies of the world in one grand display  of power and great glory. (Revelation 19:11-21)







1.   What will Jerusalem be to the people who have gathered together to destroy? v. 2



       ____________________________________________________________________







2.   How many people does the Lord see gathered against His city? v. 3 ______________



       ____________________________________________________________________







3.   The Lord "will smite every horse with _____________________________________ , 



       and his rider with ________________________________________________ .” v. 4







4.   Who will defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem in that day? v. 8 ___________________







5.   Who will the Lord destroy? v. 9 __________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







6.   For whom and upon whom will the inhabitants of Jerusalem look and mourn? v. 10



       ____________________________________________________________________







This scripture is a remarkable prophecy of the time when the Jewish people will recognize that their true Shepherd is the very One whom they had rejected and pierced. This recognition will result in a great day of national repentance among all Jews.







7.   How many families will mourn? v. 12 ______________________________________







The mourning of the families with the wives apart is easily understood.  When very deep anguish and sorrow are felt, one needs a time to be alone.











ZECHARIAH  CHAPTER 13 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







1.   After Israel repents, the Lord will open a fountain to her for ____________________ 



      and for __________________________________________________________ . v. 1







2.   What will a father and mother do even to their own son, if he is a false prophet?    v. 3



       ____________________________________________________________________







3.   How will the false prophets feel about their visions? v. 4 _______________________







      Verses 5 and 6 again prophesy of the Jews recognizing their true Prophet.







4.   What will happen to the sheep when the true Shepherd is smitten? v. 7 ____________



       ____________________________________________________________________







       Read the New Testament reference to this prophecy in Matthew 26:31.







ZECHARIAH   CHAPTER 14 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







      Verses 2 and 3 give further prophecy about the Battle of Armageddon.







1.   When the Lord returns, where shall His feet stand? v. 4 ________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







2.   What shall go out from Jerusalem? v. 8 _____________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







3.   How many kings and lords will be over the earth in that day? v. 9 ________________







4.   What shall every one that is left of all the nations do during the Millennium? v. 16



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________ 







5.   What shall be written on the horses' bells and on every pot and every bowl in Jerusalem? vv. 20, 21 ___________________________________________________________







The Lord's great desire for His redeemed people is that everything in our lives should declare HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD!















THE BOOK OF MALACHI







The name "Malachi" means the messenger of Jehovah, and so he was; for God had sent     Malachi as the final messenger before the coming of John the Baptist, 400 years later.     The prophecy of Malachi has been perfectly described in the following words from the     Bible scholar, Dr. G. Campbell Morgan: “the whole prophecy reveals a calloused people     and a sensitive God.”  Malachi addressed his messages to the returned Jews after they had rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem.  He denounced the evils that were resulting from lax spiritual conditions.  The diligent labors of men like Haggai and Zechariah had obviously failed to produce spiritual restoration and revival, for the hearts of the people waxed hard and cold. Malachi employed a different form of prophecy from that found in the other prophetic     books.  Rather than preaching sermons, he debated or disputed with his listeners.  Through this open interaction with the people, their rebellion was exposed.







MALACHI  CHAPTER 1 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







1.   What were the Lord's first words to His people in this prophecy? v. 2a ____________



       ____________________________________________________________________







The Hebrew tense used in this statement indicates that the Lord was saying, "I have loved you and do love you."



2.   What rebellious question did the people cry back to the Lord? v. 2 _______________



       ____________________________________________________________________







Malachi's example to his listeners of God's love for them was His sovereign choice of Jacob over Esau.  In comparison with the degree of love God had shown to Jacob, He had hated Esau. (The word "hate" in verse 3 indicates a lesser love or secondary place.)







3.   What had the Lord done to Esau's land and heritage? v. 3  ______________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







4.   What will God do to the cities (desolate places) that Edom tries to rebuild? v. 4



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







While both Israel and Edom had been severely ravaged by the Chaldean army, God had allowed Israel to rebuild her cities and restore her land.  Edom, on the other hand, would never be allowed to recover from the blows of the conqueror.







5.   What two titles will be given to the nation of Edom? v. 4b 







       a. __________________________________________________________________







       b. __________________________________________________________________







In verses 6-14 the Lord is calling the priests to give an account of their neglect in  upholding the standards and in teaching the people to uphold God's standards.







6.   What is the first question the Lord asks in verse 6? ____________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







7.   What is the Lord's second question in verse 6? _______________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







8.   With a false display of piety, what question do the priests ask? v. 6 _______________



        ___________________________________________________________________







9.   What does the Lord tell the priests that they have offered on His holy altar? v. 7



       ____________________________________________________________________







10.  Do the priests challenge this charge also? v. 7 _______________________________







"Polluted bread" speaks of both animal sacrifices and meal offerings.  The priests were obviously allowing the people to bring whatever was convenient, rather than what was acceptable.







11.  Describe the conditions of the animals which the priests sacrificed to the Lord. v. 8



        __________________________________________________________________







12.  What kind of offerings had the Lord commanded the people to sacrifice?   Lev. 22:20, 



       21 and Deut. 15:21 ___________________________________________________







In verse 8, the Lord asked the priests if they thought their governor would be pleased to receive such blemished gifts from them.  If the world will not take our leftovers, how much less will God accept them?







13. In light of such contempt, what did Malachi pray that the priests would request of God? v. 9 _________________________________________________________________







In the beginning of verse 10, the Lord cries out to find one consecrated priest who would shut the doors, refusing to accept such polluted offerings.  The priests were so corrupt they would not even kindle a fire on the altar unless they received payment for it.







14.  In verse 10 the Lord declared to the people, in whom He once took great delight, that              He has no ____________________________________________________ in them.







15.  What was the Lord's conclusion about the priests? offerings? v. 10 _______________



        ___________________________________________________________________







Verse 11 is one prophecy among many in the Old Testament that reveals how God would turn to the Gentiles to find a people who would serve Him.







16. What kind of offering would God receive from His Gentile church? v. 11 __________







In verses 7 and 12, the Lord used the word "contemptible" to describe the priests' proud and disrespectful attitude toward God's altar.  Their lack of reverence was shown when they brought forbidden sacrifices to offer.  God forbid that the church today should ever manifest such a spirit toward the precious altar of the Lord.







17. What word were the people using to express their attitude toward the things of God? 



       v. 13 _______________________________________________________________







18. What does the cursed deceiver do? v. 14 ___________________________________



       ___________________________________________________________________











MALACHI   CHAPTER 2 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







The first ten verses of this chapter contain a specific challenge and warning to the priests.  Scripture clearly points out the grave responsibility each one must bear as a leader or teacher of God's flock. (James 3:1)







1.   What will the Lord do if the priests will not repent and give Him glory? v. 2 



       ____________________________________________________________________







2.   What would the Lord spread on the priests' faces? v. 3 _________________________







The full meaning of these strong words lies in understanding certain sacrificial practices.  Part of the payment for the work of the priesthood was to eat the edible portions of the sacrifices, such as the shoulder and breast.  In this case, since the priests had been sacrificing animals with blemish, their just portion would be the dung!  Furthermore, God would dispose of (take you away) the priests in a place of discard, just as they disposed of the dung from their sacrifices.



In verses 4-7 the Lord reminds the Levites (priests) of the high calling and position from which they had fallen.







3.   What two things were a part of God's covenant with the Levites? v. 5a 



       ____________________________________________________________________







4.   What was in the mouth of the Levite? v. 6 __________________________________







5.   How did the priests walk with the Lord? v. 6 ________________________________







6.   The lips of the priest should keep (guard) the of God's law. v. 7 _________________







7.   The people should ______________________ instruction of this law from the priest's



       mouth. v. 7







8.   What is a priest when he is walking with God? v. 7 ____________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







9.   Besides departing from the right way, what had the corrupt priests caused others to do?   



      v. 8 _________________________________________________________________







10.  How had the Lord made the fallen priests appear before all the people? v. 9



        ___________________________________________________________________







       Beginning in verse 10, the Lord again speaks to the entire nation of Israel.







11.  How was every Jew dealing with his brother during these corrupt times? v. 10



        ___________________________________________________________________







12.  What is committed in Israel and Jerusalem? v. 11 ____________________________



13.  How did Judah profane God's holiness? v. 11 ________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







When the Jews returned from captivity their land was filled with heathen tribes. Rather than separate themselves, the people went against God's word and married heathen women.  Verses 14-16 show that the people even began to divorce their Jewish wives to marry heathen women!







14. What did the Lord call their Jewish wives? v. 14b _____________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







15. What kind of seed or offspring was the Lord seeking from a righteous marriage? v.15



        ___________________________________________________________________







In verse 16 the Lord warned, "take heed to your spirit." The treachery of sin begins deep down in the spirit of man.







16.  How had the people wearied the Lord? v. 17 ________________________________







17.  The people were so confused about values that they said, "Every one that doeth evil is  



       _______________________ in the sight of the Lord, and he ___________________ 



       _____________________________ in them." v. 17







The people who consistently violated moral laws seemed to enjoy prosperity without         suffering judgment from God.  Therefore, the people reasoned that God must have held the violators in favor, and even delighted in them.  Others, thinking that God apparently did not see or regard the wrongs being committed, questioned His very existence by asking, "Where is the God of judgment?" This question set the stage for the Lord's answer in the next chapter.











MALACHI  CHAPTER 3 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Verses 1-6 contain the answer.  The God of judgment whom they challenged to appear         will surely come.  The beginning of verse 1 refers to the first coming of the Lord Jesus         Christ, which was proclaimed by John the Baptist.  In verses 1 b-5, Malachi's prophecy         combines both the first and second comings of Christ.







1.   What would the messenger prepare? v. 1 ___________________________________







2.   What was John the Baptist crying in the wilderness? Matthew 3:3 _______________



       ____________________________________________________________________







3.   In what manner will the Lord, whom they seek, come to His temple? v. 1 __________







The first coming of the Messiah would occur suddenly to an unbelieving and unprepared people.  Similarly, the second coming of the Lord will occur suddenly to an unbelieving and unexpecting world.  Read I Thessalonians 5:1-3.







4.   What two questions were asked in verse 2?







       a. __________________________________________________________________







       b. __________________________________________________________________







Neither false worship nor sin will be able to stand before the Messiah's purity. Christ is likened to a blazing hot furnace that refines metals, and to a strong lye that cleanses the filthiest spots! (verse 2)







5.   Who will the Lord purify, and what shall they offer? v. 3 _______________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







6.   When offerings are made in righteousness, what are they to the Lord? v. 4 _________







The full cleansing of the priesthood, “as in former years," will not take place until Christ returns the second time and rules in Jerusalem.







7.   What will the Lord be to (against) the sorcerers, adulterers, false swearers and oppressors?   



       v. 5 __________________________________________________________________







8.   What is the reason why the sons of Jacob will not be consumed as a result of their rebellion 



       and sin? v. 6 ___________________________________________________________







The Lord had made a covenant with Abraham to bless the Jewish people, and He would be faithful to the word He had spoken.







9.   What did the Lord say He would do if the people returned? v. 7 _________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







10.  What question did the Lord ask the people in verse 8? ________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







11.  With what question did the people respond? v. 8 ____________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







12.  In what way did the people rob God? v. 8 __________________________________







Robbery indicates that something belonging to someone else has been stolen.  The     Lord's attitude about our tithes and offerings is that they already belong to Him.    Unfaithfulness in returning them is therefore robbery!



13. Where should the people bring their tithes? v. 10 _____________________________







14. If we "prove" the Lord in our giving, what will He open and pour out? v. 10



      ____________________________________________________________________ 







15. What shall not be destroyed if we are faithful to God? v. 11 ____________________



       ___________________________________________________________________







God promises abundant blessing and fruit.  Although His promises include material     blessings, God has many blessings in His storehouse that are far greater than material     goods.  The fruit every Christian should long for is a harvest of souls won into the     kingdom of God.







16. What stout words had the people spoken against the Lord? v. 14a ________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







The people had acquired the idea that serving God should be materially profitable.  They complained that they had faithfully observed His ordinances and "walked mournfully" in repentance, and yet had received no profit.  Their conclusion, therefore, was that serving God was vain and useless.  However, their observances and repentances were merely outward form and ritual, while inwardly their hearts grew insensitive.







17. To the calloused Jew, who seemed happy? v. 15 ______________________________







18. Who seemed to be set up? v. 15 ___________________________________________







Many Christians have a wrong concept of how God should set them up.  They expect to be provided with all the advantages that this present life can offer.  However, God's promised set up for His people consists of every need being met, joy in the Holy Ghost, and eternal life with our Lord and Savior.







19. When we speak reverent words about the Lord, does He hear them? v. 16 _________







20.  For whom is the book of remembrance? v. 16 _______________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







21.  In verse 17, the Lord says that His faithful servants "shall be __________________ .”







Verses 16 and 17 point to God's final judgment which will be executed on "that day"     when the book of remembrance is opened. Read Revelation 20:11,12 and 21:27.







22.  In that final judgment day, all men shall discern the truth as they fully realize the difference "between the righteous and ____________________________________ , between him that serveth God and __________________________________ .” v. 18



MALACHI  CHAPTER 4 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







The first three verses of chapter 4 continue to develop the image of judgment from chapter 3. However, because these three verses contain a more general description than the preceding verses, they may be applied to the first coming of Christ, His second coming, or the great and final White Throne Judgment.







1.   List the two groups of people that will become as stubble and that will be burned. v. 1



       ____________________________________________________________________







2.   For those that fear the Lord, who shall arise? v. 2 _____________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







3.   What will be in His wings? v. 2 ___________________________________________







The last part of verse 2 pictures God's servants as joyful, romping calves who have been loosed from the stall into an open field.







4.   What will the righteous tread down? v. 3







The last three verses of Malachi proclaim his final exhortation, promise, and warning.







5.   What are we called to remember? v. 4 _____________________________________







As New Testament believers under the covenant of grace, we are not to despise the law of Moses, but rather respect it.  In Christ the law is not done away with but is fulfilled and glorified.







6.   Who will be sent before the day of the Lord? v. 5 _____________________________







7.   What did the disciples understand when Jesus spoke of Elias (Elijah) in Matthew 17:10-13?



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________  







John the Baptist partially fulfilled the prophecy spoken in verses 5 and 6 by preparing the hearts of the people, through repentance, to receive Christ.  The final fulfillment will occur before the second coming of Christ. (Matthew 17:11)







8.   Write the last words of warning in the Old Testament. v. 6b ____________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







Malachi was truly God's messenger.  The people of his day had grown so distant from         the Lord and so hardened to His word, that for 400 years God would no longer strive with man through the ministry of a prophet.  Yet, amid this uninviting and hostile environment, Malachi was bold to stand up and answer God's call.  The time has come to offer ourselves as living sacrifices and to seek God for worldwide revival before the dreadful coming of the Great Tribulation.















I have answered all questions to the best of my ability.















Name ______________________________________







Address ____________________________________







Date _______________________________________































































































































MINOR PROPHETS VI   ANSWER KEY



TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS: 195



1 point for each blank







THE BOOK OF ZECHARIAH







      1.   2 months







      Introduction



      1.   they did not hear nor hearken







      Vision 1



      1.   red



      2.   red, speckled, white



      3.   these are they whom the Lord hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth



      4.   all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest



      5.   how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah



      6.   good words and comfortable words



      7.   I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy



      8.   I am very sore displeased with the heathen



      Vision 2



      1.   four horns



      2.   the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem



      3.   four carpenters



      4.   to fray them, to cast out the horns of the Gentiles



      Vision 3



      1.   to measure Jerusalem



      2.   the Lord



      3.   deliver thyself



      4.   the apple of His eye



      5.   because the Lord is coming and He will dwell in her midst



      Vision 4



      1.   to resist him



      2.   the Lord rebuke thee



      3.   filthy garments



      4.   iniquity



      5.   a fair mitre and garments



      6.   my servant the BRANCH



      7.   one



      Vision 5



      1.   two olive trees



      2.   not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts



      3.   grace, grace



      Vision 6



      1.   twenty cubits long and ten cubits wide



      2.   stealing, swearing



      Vision 7



      1.   a woman



      2.   wickedness



      3.   two women



      4.   to the land of Shinar



      Vision 8



      1.    from between two mountains



      2.    these are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before



            the Lord



      3.    they walked to and fro through the earth



      The Symbolic Coronation of Joshua



      1.    Joshua



      2.    Heldai or Helem, Tobijah, Jedaiah, Hen



      3.    the man whose name is the Branch



      4.    the temple of the Lord



      5.    upon his throne



      Chapter 7



      1.    should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done these so



            many years



      2.    when ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh month, even those seventy



            years, did ye at all fast unto me



      3.    true judgment



      4.    mercy and compassions



      5.    the widow, the fatherless, the stranger, the poor



      Chapter 8



      1.    a city of truth



      2.    the holy mountain



      3.    boys and girls playing in the streets



      4.    my



      5.    (a) shall be prosperous (b) shall give her fruit (c) shall give her increase



            (d) shall give their dew (e) possess all these things



      6.    the truth to his neighbour



      7.    the judgment of truth and peace



      8.    feasts



      9.    let us go speedily to pray before the Lord, and to seek the Lord of hosts



      10.   we will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you



      Chapter 9



      1.    Tyrus



      2.    silver, gold



      3.    He will cast her out, and he will smite her power in the sea



      4.    fire



      5.    Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron



      6.    about mine house



      7.    because thy King cometh unto thee



      8.    upon a colt the foal of an ass



      9.    peace



      10.   from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth



      11.   by the blood of thy covenant



      12.   the Lord



      13.   the Lord



      14.   His goodness, His beauty



      Chapter 10



      1.    rain



      2 .   vanity



      3.    they have seen a lie and told false dreams



      4.    vain



      5.   His anger was kindled against them



      6.   the corner, the nail, the battle bow, every oppressor together



      7.   in his name



       Chapter 11



       1.   their glory is spoiled



       2.   the flock of slaughter



       3.   for I am rich



       4.   Beauty and Bands



       5.   he cut them off



       6.   their soul abhorred Him



       7.   Beauty



       8.   that the Lord might break the covenant which He had made with all the people



       9.   thirty pieces of silver



       10.  the breaking of the brotherhood between Judah and Israel



       11.  eat the flesh of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces



       12.  the idol shepherd



       Chapter 12



       1.   a cup of trembling



       2.   all the people of the earth



       3.   astonishment, madness



       4.   the Lord



       5.   all the nations that come against Jerusalem



       6.   the One whom they have pierced



       7.   every family



       Chapter 13



       1.   sin, uncleanness



       2.   they shall thrust him through



       3.   they shall be ashamed



       4.   the sheep shall be scattered



       Chapter 14



       1.   upon the mount of Olives



       2.   living waters



       3.   one



       4.   they shall go up from year to year to worship the King, and to keep the feast



            of tabernacles



       5.   HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD







       THE BOOK OF MALACHI







       Chapter 1



       1.   I have loved you



       2.   wherein hast thou loved us



       3.   laid his mountains and heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness



       4.   He will throw them down



       5.   (a) the border of wickedness (b) the people against whom the Lord hath



            indignation for ever



       6.   if I be a father, where is mine honor



       7.   if I be a master, where is my fear



       8.   wherein have we despised thy name



       9.   polluted bread



       10.  yes



       11.  they were blind, lame and sick



       12. perfect and without blemish



       13. that He would be gracious unto them



       14. pleasure



       15. that He would not accept them



       16. a pure offering



       17. weariness



       18. has in his flock a male but sacrifices a corrupt thing







         Chapter 2



        1. He will send a curse upon them and curse their blessings



         2. dung



         3. life, peace



         4. the law of truth



         5. in peace and equity



         6. knowledge



         7. seek



         8. the messenger of the Lord of hosts



         9. stumble at the law



         10. contemptible, base



         11. treacherously



         12. an abomination



         13. by marrying the daughter of a strange god



         14. the wife of thy covenant



         15. a godly seed



         16. with their words



         17. good, delighteth



         Chapter 3



         1. the way before me



         2. prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight



         3. suddenly



         4. (a) who may abide the day of his coming (b) who shall stand when he appeareth



         5. the sons of Levi, and offering in righteousness



         6. pleasant



         7. a swift witness



         8. because the Lord changes not



         9. 1 will return unto you



         10. will a man rob God



         11. wherein have we robbed thee



         12. in tithes and offerings



         13. into the storehouse



         14. the windows of heaven and pour out a blessing



         15. the fruits of our ground



         16. it is vain to serve God



         17. the proud



         18. they that work wickedness



         19. yes



         20. for them that feared the Lord and that thought upon his name



         21. mine



         22. the wicked, him that serveth him not







         Chapter 4



         1 .the proud, all that do wickedly



         2. the Sun of righteousness



         3. healing



         4. the wicked



         5. the law of Moses



         6. Elijah



         7. that Jesus spoke to them of John the Baptist



         8. lest I come and smite the earth with a curse
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THE  BOOK  OF  NAHUM











The prophecy of Nahum is a message of judgment directed to the ancient city of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire.  The fall of Nineveh and the collapse of Assyria were absolutely unthinkable at the time.  To the people of that day, Assyria appeared to be invincible. However, the Bible says, "God is the judge: He putteth down one, and         setteth up another." (Psalm 75:7) Today, the nation of Assyria and the city of Nineveh are only represented by names heard in a world history class or mounds of sand archeologists sift through, looking for clues to explain a lost civilization.  God's Word has come to pass!







As recorded in the Bible, Nineveh received prophetic messages on two separate occasions.  In the study of the book of Jonah (Part II of the Minor Prophets series), the approach to Nineveh was a call to repentance.  When Jonah finally obeyed God and preached to the Ninevites, the entire city wonderfully repented and turned to the Lord.  On the other hand, Nahum's prophecy of judgment was delivered, a little over one hundred years later, to a new generation who had already captured the northern half of the Jewish nation.  They were fierce and ruthless warriors and had treated the Jews with undue cruelty.  The Assyrian "cup of iniquity" was full, and God was stirred to vengeance.  As the Lord has said, "Vengeance is mine; I will repay." (Romans 12:19)







Nahum's prophecy is uniquely characterized by his ability to paint a picture with words.  He is a colorful and descriptive artist, creating striking portraits of God's judgment.











NAHUM  CHAPTER ONE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







1.   According to verse 1, was this prophecy a vision seen by Nahum?



      ____________________________________________________________________







2.   What are four key words from verse 2 that describe the Lord's attitude?



       ________________________________    _________________________________



       ________________________________    _________________________________







3.   According to Exodus 34:14, what is God's name? ____________________________







On a natural level, jealousy is a sin.  However, the jealousy of God is righteous because it requires undivided dedication from His people, and results in sanctified and fulfilled lives.







4.   How does Nahum see the clouds? v. 3 _____________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







5.   What happens to the hills as God moves in judgment? v. 5



       ___________________________________________________________________



6.   What were Nahum's questions as he saw the Lord moving toward judgment? v. 6



       ___________________________________________________________________



       ___________________________________________________________________







7.   How did the prophet see God's fury? v. 6 __________________________________



      ___________________________________________________________________







8.   For those who are safe in Christ, what is the Lord in the day of trouble (judgment)? v. 7



      ____________________________________________________________________



 



In verse 10, Nahum describes a people so entangled in sin and iniquity that there is only one possible solution.  God's judgment will consume them even as a field of dry stubble is devoured by fire.







9.   What is the Assyrian king called in verse 11? ________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







At the end of verse 12 and in verse 13, the Lord speaks words of hope to His beloved Israel, who was taken captive and sorely abused by the Assyrians.  Israel had been backslidden, and God used the Assyrians to afflict His people that they might repent.







10. What does God tell His people at the end of verse 12? _________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







11. What will the Lord make for the Assyrians? v. 14b ____________________________







Verse 15 tells the Jews to rejoice as this message of glad tidings and peace goes forth from the mountains.  While in captivity, perhaps the Jews had a difficult time believing in the defeat of Assyria, but verse 15 says, "he is utterly cut off." Likewise, God's people today     may sometimes doubt the defeat of the enemy, but we also are to rejoice at the glad tidings of absolute victory proclaimed from Calvary's mountain.







NAHUM  CHAPTER TWO - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Verse 1 is a sarcastic challenge to the Ninevites to prepare themselves for battle.  However, the prophet goes on to reveal that regardless of the preparations made, Assyria will fall.







    Verses 3 and 4 typify Nahum's descriptive, colorful style.







1.   What color are the clothes of the men and their shields? v. 3



       ____________________________________________________________________







2.   What two words at the end of verse 4 describe the appearance of the chariots?



       _________________________________    _________________________________







Verse 5 pictures the Ninevites gathering their best soldiers together for the battle.  They march to the attack with such haste that "they stumble in their walk."







Verse 6 is an amazingly detailed prophecy of how Nineveh was to be destroyed.  Nineveh was situated on the great River Tigris.  The Assyrians had carefully planned an impenetrable defense system of waterways and walls.  For two years the Babylonians besieged and attacked Nineveh but could not overcome the city.  Suddenly and unexpectedly, the river overflowed its canal banks, and a portion of the city wall was destroyed. (Read 1:8 again.) The invading armies marched in, conquering the city.  Both verses 6 and 8, in Chapter 2, refer to this coming event.  Even though Nahum prophesied only a short 10 or 20 years before the downfall of Assyria, the event he foretold seemed to be an utter impossibility at the time.







Verse 7 speaks of a queen named Huzzab.  The name "Huzzab" means established.  The Assyrians believed themselves to be a mighty nation that would never be moved, but all establishments of man will someday crumble under the mighty hand of God.







3.   What three words in the beginning of verse 10 describe Nineveh after God is finished with her?



      _______________________    _____________________    ____________________  







Verses 11 and 12 describe the past glory of Nineveh.  Even though she was as a strong lion, she became as an old lion that perished.







4.   What is God's attitude toward Nineveh? v. 13 ________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________











NAHUM   CHAPTER THREE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







1.   What is Nineveh called in verse 1? ________________________________________







2.  What four noises, that will accompany Nineveh's destruction, does Nahum hear with his spiritual ear? v. 2



      _________________________________    _________________________________



      _________________________________    _________________________________







3.   What is Nineveh called in verse 4? ________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________  







In Chapter 2, verses 11-13, Nineveh is described as a vicious lion, tearing her prey to pieces.  Here, on the other hand, she is portrayed as a mistress, enticing nations to herself.  The Assyrians were an ambitious and cunning people, compelling some and deluding others into subjection, in a quest for world power.







4.   Although Nineveh had been a great and admirable city to surrounding nations, what two things will she become? v. 6



        ___________________________________________________________________







5.   What will all others say when they look upon Nineveh? v. 7



       ____________________________________________________________________







Although the Ninevites heard the preaching of Nahum, to them his message sounded like nothing more than fanatical outpourings.  Likewise, even amidst the troubled times of today, Christians are often mocked and called fanatics when they preach of coming judgment.  No matter how unstable things become, deep down inside many choose to trust the establishment, convincing themselves that things will improve.







In verses 8-11, Nahum uses the great city of No (Thebes) in Egypt as an example of this deception.  Four nations supported and fought for this city, but it fell!  Trusting in man's establishments or accomplishments is futile.







6.   Nineveh's "strong holds shall be like _______________________________________ 



      _____________________________________________________________ .” v. 12







7.   What does God say He will do with Nineveh's gates? v. 13



       ____________________________________________________________________







In verse 14, God again challenges Nineveh to try every means possible to prevent the coming judgment.  However, verse 15 shows that "there", in the midst of her preparations, Nineveh shall be devoured.







In verse 17, God sees Assyria as a swarm of locusts which appear during cool days of comfort, but flee the heat of judgment.







8.   What does the Lord call the captains of the Assyrian army? v. 17



       ____________________________________________________________________







9.   How final was Assyria’s judgment? v. 19a __________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







Nineveh had been a great city, a city of about 60 miles in circumference with thousands of inhabitants, a city with walls a hundred feet high and so thick that three chariots could go abreast upon them, a city of 1,500 towers that rose two hundred feet high.  Yet, the destruction of Nineveh was so complete that the site upon which it once stood cannot be determined.  In addition to her physical ruin, verse 19 also shows that there was no healing for Assyria’s national pride, as all other nations clapped their hands in glee over her destruction.











      Answer the following questions from II Peter 3:10-13.







10.  What will happen to the elements, which are the basic structure of all matter?  II Peter 3:10, 12 ____________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







11.  Write out verse 11. ___________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







12.  We are not looking for scientists or governments to save this world.  For what are we looking?  II Peter 3:13 ________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



 







THE BOOK OF HABAKKUK











The prophecy of Habakkuk was proclaimed when Israel was on the brink of destruction.  Great Babylonian armies had been sweeping across nations, and Judah was feeling the first afflictions and pressures which would end in complete takeover by Babylon in 612 B.C.               







Habakkuk probably belonged to the period between 625 and 600 B.C., when Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim reigned in Judah.  Very little is known about Habakkuk personally.  Verses 1 and 19 of Chapter 3 seem to indicate that Habakkuk was a priest who participated in the temple music.  Through his inquiries, Habakkuk appears to have been a sensitive man          who was seeking to understand God's workings during this unsettled time in Israel’s history.







Habakkuk recognized Israel's need for judgment, but questioned God's use of the wicked Babylonians as a means to accomplish His work.  Yet, God has used and still uses many ungodly things to chasten and correct His people.  Like Habakkuk, God's people have cried and still cry out, "Why?" As we walk through Habakkuk's valley of bewilderment          with him, we will discover the Lord's wonderful answer to this question.











HABAKKUK  CHAPTER ONE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







1.   According to verse 2, did Habakkuk doubt whether God was listening to him?



       ____________________________________________________________________







2.   What is the first word of verse 3? _________________________________________







3.   What three conditions did Habakkuk observe, as stated in the first part of verse 4?







        a. _________________________________________________________________







        b. _________________________________________________________________







        c. _________________________________________________________________







4.   What is Habakkuk's  final conclusion at the end of verse 4?



        ___________________________________________________________________







Like Habakkuk, after surveying the circumstances, man often concludes that God has been executing wrong judgment!  When this happens, man has the choice of accusing the Lord with a bitter heart, or questioning the Lord with a sincere desire to understand.  There is a great difference between a bitter challenge and an honest question.  The bitter heart will have to repent, but because Habakkuk has asked with a sincere heart, God will answer.







Verses 5 to 11 record the Lord's reply.  The Babylonians have been sent by God and matters will grow still worse.







5.   Verse 5 tells Habakkuk to behold and wonder, for God will work a work of judgment 



       which ______________________________________________________________.







6.   God calls the Chaldeans (Babylonians) a ________________________________ and



       _________________________________________________ nation. v. 6







In verse 8, God describes in detail the horrible onslaught of the invading horsemen.  The Chaldean horses were known for their astonishing swiftness and courage.







7.   How fast are the horses of the Babylonian army? v. 8a _________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







8.   How will the horsemen descend upon Judah?  v. 8b ___________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







9.   What attitude will the Babylonians show toward the kings and princes of Israel? v. 10



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







"Then shall his mind change," in verse 11, continues the thought from the end of verse 10.  The idea expressed is that the Chaldeans could not be stopped by any stronghold, for they would merely overcome it, change direction, and pass on.











10. To whom do the Babylonians give the glory for their victories?  v. 11



       ___________________________________________________________________







Habakkuk begins speaking again in verse 12.  Streams of light are beginning to break through the clouds of doubt as Habakkuk realizes that God is using the Babylonian attack as a means of judgment.   It will not be the end of Israel.







11.  Why does Habakkuk say God has ordained and established the Babylonians? v. 12



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







Even though Habakkuk has begun to understand God's purposes, the question of why the wicked and ruthless Babylonians could be allowed to go so far is still alive in his heart.  Habakkuk cried to the Lord in verse 13 that surely His eyes were too pure to look upon or to allow such treachery.







12. Who is being devoured by the wicked? v. 13 _________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







In verses 14 and 15, Habakkuk sees the Jews as innocent fishes of the sea and as little creeping things that cannot defend themselves against the nets of wicked men.







In verse 16, Habakkuk's description of the enemy sacrificing and burning incense to their net and drag means they worshipped the weapons of their hands as gods.  Because their weapons were an extension of their own physical abilities and ingenuity, they also worshipped themselves as gods.







13. Habakkuk asks the Lord if the Babylonians would be allowed to "not spare ________ 



       _______________________”  If (to go on conquering nations forever). v. 17











HABAKKUK  CHAPTER TWO - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Habakkuk had been very bold in questioning the Lord, but he recognized that it was now time to take his place with reverence and respect and wait for an answer.  This prophet had committed himself to find one thing--the Word of the Lord.



Perhaps some may not be aware of the person and ministry of Habakkuk, but the kingdom of God has paid a tribute to this questioning prophet. The answer Habakkuk received was of such great importance that the Lord told him to write it on a large tablet, so that anyone who read it could begin running!







1.   In verse 1, Habakkuk says he will _____________________ to see what God will say.







2.   What did the Lord tell Habakkuk to do? v. 2a _______________________________



       ___________________________________________________________________  



3.   What will anyone do who reads the vision that Habakkuk would write?    v. 2b



       ____________________________________________________________________







4.   How does Hebrews 12:1 tell us to run the race of the Christian life?



      ____________________________________________________________________







5.   This vision is "for ________________________________________________ .” v. 3







6.   The vision that would make all Christians break into a run when they read it is found in the latter half of verse 4. Write out this important truth.



       ____________________________________________________________________







7.   Write out Romans 1:17. ________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________  







8.   Write out Galatians 3:11. _______________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







9.   Write out Hebrews 10:38. _______________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







The "appointed time" for the fullness of this revelation is New Testament Christianity--the Church Age!  Apostle Paul ran with this message of faith and grace.  In 1517, Martin Luther began the Reformation through the power of this vision.  A blazing light of truth broke through the Dark Ages with the message that set the Church running again.  The just shall live by faith!







For Habakkuk, this truth met his immediate need by teaching him not to look at the circumstances, but to trust God.  Habakkuk had to trust God that the wicked would not prosper, but would reap as they had sown.  Verses 5 through 13 begin to reveal how the apparent victory of the Babylonians would become their defeat.







10. Verse 5 describes the Babylonian as "a ________________________________ man,”



       whose appetite could not be satisfied.







11.  What would happen to the Babylonians because they had spoiled so many nations? v. 8



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







12.  When the Lord returns to take control of the earth, what will the earth be like? v. 14



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



     This chapter contains five "woes," describing sins that are cause for judgment.







1)  Verse 6 shows the greed and cruelty of the enemy. The Babylonians, had accumulated 



      many riches (thick clay) through robbery.







2)  Verse 9 speaks of those who obtain wicked and dishonest gains for the purpose of "buying" happiness and security.







3)  Destroying and building cities at the expense of much slaughter is judged in verse 12.







4)  Verse 15 describes the sin of giving thy neighbor drink with the intention of causing him to suffer and feel shame.







5)  Finally, verses 18 and 19 condemn idol worship.







These sins include not only specific acts, but the aims and intent of the heart as well. Carefully read verses 6, 9, 12, 15 and 19 again.







13. Men may question and argue with God's decree of ultimate judgment, but what does verse 20 say? ________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________











HABAKKUK   CHAPTER THREE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







"...that he may run that readeth it." Habakkuk had heard from the Lord about the walk and life of faith in God.  Now Habakkuk was running!  Chapter 3 is an ecstatic song of praise.  The word "Shigionoth" in verse 1 means that these words of praise were to be set to very fast music. In the Amplified Bible, verse 1 reads as follows: "A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, set to wild, enthusiastic and triumphal music"!



Habakkuk's experience gave him a refreshing revelation of the majesty, power and victory of the Lord.  In verse 2, Habakkuk states that he was afraid when he heard the Lord's speech. This fear was shown as a renewed awe and respect for the greatness of God.







In verses 3 through 15, Habakkuk looks back into Israel’s history at the delivering power of God.  Habakkuk knows that this same God is mighty to execute judgment and bring forth deliverance in his own day also.  In addition, these same verses reveal the power and judgment of God that will be manifest in the last days.







1.   How did Habakkuk see the heavens and the earth in this victorious vision? v. 3



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







"Horns out of his hand" in verse 4 refers to bright rays of light coming out from the Lord's hands.  The picture Habakkuk sees is one of great brilliance and power.



2.   What went before the Lord, and what went forth at His feet? v. 5



       __________________________________    ________________________________







Because pestilence and fire were repeatedly used as divine punishment in Israel’s past, Habakkuk is seeing a picture of judgment.







3.   What happened to the mountains and the hills when the Lord came in judgment? v. 6



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







In verse 8, Habakkuk sees the rivers and seas of the earth being greatly affected by the hand of the Lord.  This vision can be applied to Israel’s past and to the future.  In the past, God had divided the Red Sea and the Jordan River.







4.   In the future, when the Lord judges the earth, what will happen to the seas?  



      Revelation 8:8 and 16:3 ________________________________________________







5.   What will happen to the rivers of the earth in the last days?  Revelation 16:4



       ____________________________________________________________________







A "bow" is a symbol of great power.  In verse 9, when Habakkuk says, "Thy bow was made quite naked," he is marveling at the open manifestation of the power of God.







6.   Verse 11 refers to an event in Israel’s past when the power of God caused the sun and 



      moon to _____________________________________________________________ 



       _________________________________________________. Read Joshua 10:12-14.







7.   How does Habakkuk see God marching through the land? v. 12



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







8.   For what purpose does the Lord go forth in such power and glory?   v. 13



      ____________________________________________________________________







9.   What does Habakkuk picture the Lord doing in verse 15? _____________________



       ___________________________________________________________________







Again, Habakkuk sees a vision from Israel’s past.  The armies of Pharaoh had come out of Egypt as a whirlwind to pursue and scatter Israel (v. 14).  Making an escape, God trod the Red Sea with His horses, causing it to rise up in heaps on either side of a pathway.  Read  Exodus 14:21-23 and 15:8.







10.  What was Habakkuk's response to such a revelation of the majesty, glory and judgment 



       of God? v. 16 _________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



Habakkuk has broken into a run since his great revelation--the just shall live by faith.  This word of God spoken to Habakkuk's soul inspired this great song of the glorious, conquering power of God.  In conclusion, Habakkuk makes a statement of his continued trust in God, that reveals a faith we should earnestly covet.







11.  In verse 16, Habakkuk returned from his awesome vision to the terrible reality facing his nation.  The Babylonians would soon overthrow Judah.  What did Habakkuk desire to do in the day of trouble?



        ___________________________________________________________________







The coming Babylonian invasion would be a hard trial for Habakkuk, However, he realized that other trials would come down the road of life, and that God had one answer for them all--THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.







Verses 17 and 18 form Habakkuk's conclusion, proclaiming his commitment to trust in God and to live by faith.







12.  According to verse 17, list the six things that could go wrong in Habakkuk's life and yet leave him rejoicing in the Lord.



        __________________________________    _______________________________



        __________________________________    _______________________________



        __________________________________    _______________________________







We should make careful note of the tone of verse 18.  Habakkuk said I will rejoice and I will joy in the God of my salvation.  When things go wrong in our own lives, we have a choice--to be negative and fearful or to decide, "I will rejoice and joy in the God of my salvation!"







13. What is Apostle Paul's admonition in Philippians 4:4? _________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







       Remember, Paul wrote the Philippian epistle from a prison cell!







Habakkuk's final confession of faith uses the illustration of a hind.  A hind is an extremely agile female deer who has an amazing ability to climb steep rocky cliffs.  Habakkuk decided that he wanted to reach the high places in his walk with the Lord.







14.  Who will make our feet like hind's feet? v. 19 _______________________________







15. Write out, in all capital letters, the first six words of verse 19. 



       ___________________________________________________________________ 







16.  As a final exercise in the study of Habakkuk, write in the space below the lesson you have learned from this wonderful book.



        ________________________________________
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J O S H U A



ENTERING INTO THE PROMISED LAND







(An Introduction to the Book of Joshua)







I.   INTRODUCTION







The aim of this course is to uncover and examine a realm of Christianity thrilling to all who visit it, yet experienced by only a few. Only the ears of faith can hear the victory anthems of saints who have passed over into this realm.  Only the eyes of vision can see the door still open to any believer not yet satisfied until he also passes over into this realm.







This is a spiritual realm in which the believer leaves behind what he has always thought to be the facts of life and enters into the living truth of God's word.  It is as real as being transported to another world, for in this new realm all the rules are changed; all things operate differently.



In the realm of truth, lies crumble into dust and the truth frees us from doubt and fear.  In the realm of the Spirit, the word of God becomes a reality in our lives.  It was born in the hearts of men of history who were caught up into this realm.  The word of God was born in the realm of the Spirit and in this realm it operates.  If your ears can hear the victory       anthems of saints who have gone before, and if faith inspires your heart to be lifted above the realm of doubt and fear, you too will discover the living reality of God's word.







It is sad that these truths just discussed are strange and mysterious to many of God's people, because they are covered so clearly in the pages of scripture.  This spiritual realm is exemplified throughout Jewish history and is meant to be the common experience for every Christian believer.







1.   In Ephesians 2:6, where is the church seated? _______________________________







2.   What is waiting for the people of God? Heb. 4:9 _____________________________







3.   According to Romans 8:4, how are we to walk? _____________________________







4.   What did Paul say that he was trying to attain? Phil. 3:11



       ____________________________________________________________________







5.   What kind of calling is mentioned in Philippians 3:14? ________________________







6.   What do the children of God have? Rom. 8:21 _______________________________







The list goes on and on.  This experience to which every believer is called has been described again and again in scripture.  Believing saints down through the ages have sung, preached and written about this "promised land." It has been referred to as "higher ground," "walking in the Spirit," sitting in heavenly places," "living the victorious life," "being an overcomer," "the resurrection life," "inner veil life," "the rest of God," and       even "the hallelujah side." The purpose of this course is not to teach the doctrine of the existing "Canaan land" experience; that is just the beginning.  Our goal is to teach every open-hearted Christian how to enter into it.







II.   THE PROMISED LAND







The Hebrew people had their beginning when God told a man named Abram to depart from his own country and journey to a new land that God had promised to give him and his descendants for an inheritance.  The land that others referred to as the Canaan land was called the Promised Land by the Hebrews.







7.   When Abraham arrived in Canaan, it was already occupied. By whom?  Gen. 12:1-6



       ____________________________________________________________________







8.    Because the Canaan land was already occupied when Abraham arrived, it appeared that he had no right to claim it for himself.  What gave him the right?  Gen. 12:7; 15:7; 17:8 ___________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







9.  In Genesis 15:8-11 Abraham prepared the traditional sacrifices for sealing an agreement between two parties.  In such cases each agreeing party would pass between the sacrifices.  It was in this way that God sealed His promise to Abraham.  Describe the heavenly manifestation which passed through the sacrifices.  Gen. 15:17



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________ 







10.  Referring to Genesis 15:18, find the boundaries of the Promised land on a modern world map. When you have done this, check here.    [ ]







11.  On this same map, compare those vast boundaries of the Promised land with the boundaries of present-day Israel.  How much of the Promised land would you say they now occupy? _____________________________________________________







Although the boundaries of the Canaan land are vast, this was just the beginning of God's promise to Israel.







12. What nations were to be blessed by the seed of Abraham?  Gen. 12:3;  26:4; 28:14



       ____________________________________________________________________



 



Even to this day Israel has fallen short of becoming the enormous kingdom and world center revealed to Abraham.  This could be compared to receiving a hundred-million-dollar inheritance and never bothering to collect it.



       From the following scriptures, list a few of the wonderful promises God has given the church.







13.   Isa. 53:5;  I Pet. 2:24 __________________________________________________







14.   John 15:11 __________________________________________________________







15.   Mark 16:17,18 _______________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







16.   Acts 16:31 __________________________________________________________







17.   Isa. 54:17 ___________________________________________________________







18.   The church, like Israel, has fallen short of God's expectations for her. In your own words, compare God's promises to the church with her present condition.



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







Although Israel has failed to come into the fulness of God's promises, God has not set her aside.  Scripture reveals that He will continue to deal with her until He has brought her into the fulness of His promises.







19. Isaiah 27:6 refers to the future fulfillment of all of God's promises to Abraham.  Write out this scripture.



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



 



Scripture reveals that God refuses to be satisfied until Israel is brought into the fulness of His promises.  This same God will surely not be satisfied with a church that is functioning far below her full potential. The church has been given power, authority and victory over her enemies (Satan, sin and sickness).  She has also been given the fulness of joy and the overcoming grace needed in times of trouble.  The church has also been given a commission to win a great harvest for Christ, with the boldness and the anointing necessary to get the job done.  There is a great deal of uncharted promised land that the church has yet to discover and experience.  Scripture reveals that God fully intends to lead His church into the fulness of her glorious potential.







20. Describe the church at the time of the Lord's coming.  Eph. 5:27



       ____________________________________________________________________ 



       ____________________________________________________________________







There is little doubt in the hearts of most Christians that Christ is coming soon.  Therefore, the church must soon cross over spiritually to the land of God's promises.  There she will know the fulness of joy, the power of God, the salvation of her household, the pulling down of enemy strongholds, the healing of her sick, and signs and wonders following her steps.  We, the church, stand this very hour on the banks of a spiritual Jordan river beyond which lies our promised land.  We read in the pages of history about a time when Israel stood at the doorstep of the Canaan land with the promises of God just beyond that river.  The church must now learn from the book of Joshua, understanding its truths, its types and shadows, and most important, learn God's principles for crossing over to receive the promises of God.







III.  EGYPT







The story of God's dealings with man is basically a rags to riches story.  The first few paragraphs of Israel’s history in Egypt tell the horrible tale of bondage, darkness and defeat.







21. Describe what was to happen to the Hebrews before they were brought to the Canaan land.  Gen. 15:12-14 __________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







22. How was the prophecy fulfilled? Ex. 1:7-14 _________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







23. Write your own personal testimony here, describing how Christ saved you from your old life of bondage and darkness. _________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________�      ____________________________________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________ 



      ____________________________________________________________________







In Exodus 6:5-8 God speaks of the great deliverance for the children of Israel.  List the seven promises He makes (beginning with the words "I will").







24.   ___________________________________________________________________







25.   ___________________________________________________________________







26.   ___________________________________________________________________







27.   ___________________________________________________________________







28.   ___________________________________________________________________







29.   ___________________________________________________________________







30.   ___________________________________________________________________







Notice that the Lord promises both Israel’s deliverance from the bondage of Egypt and her entrance into the Canaan land.







31. Describe the mighty deliverance of Israel from Egypt.  Ex. 14:21-23, 28



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







32. Describe your own experience the day you crossed over from bondage into the glorious freedom in Christ Jesus. _________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







33. How did the children of Israel first react to the realization of their deliverance?  Ex. 15:1, 20 __________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







To this present day God has brought many men and women out of their bondage and delivered them from their burdens.  But even in our rejoicing we often forget the last two "I wills." "I will bring you into the promised land and I will give it to you for an heritage." It is not enough to be delivered and belong to the Lord; God has promised to bring us into a land flowing with milk and honey!







34. Describe the three parts of God's promise mentioned by Joseph just before he died in Egypt.  Gen. 50:24 ____________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







Joseph gave a commandment that his bones were to be taken with Israel on the day of their departure.  In this way Joseph, although dead, serves as an example to believers.  He wanted to go all the way with God.  As a result, his bones were buried in the Promised land.







35. What motivating factor was in the heart of Joseph when he gave the commandment concerning his bones?  Gen. 50:25; Heb. 11:22 _____________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







In contrast to Joseph and his faith, we look at the Israelites who experienced the great day of God's deliverance.







36. Where were their bones buried?  Heb. 3:17 _________________________________







37. What was the corrupting influence which destroyed the hope of Israel and eventually caused their journey to end so far from their goal?  Heb. 3:18



       ____________________________________________________________________







Joseph's bones were buried in the parcel of ground his father Jacob had purchased in Canaan several years previously. (See Genesis 33:18,19 and Joshua 24:32.)  Over a thousand years later during a time of bickering and uproar amidst the unbelieving Pharisees, scripture declares that Jesus "needed" to go through Samaria.







38. Exactly where did Jesus go?  John 4:5, 6 ___________________________________







39. What were the first words He spoke to the woman He met?  John 4:7



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







It is clear from John chapter 4 that Jesus was not interested in drawing water from the well, rather it was His desire to draw faith from the woman's heart.  Perhaps she would be like Joseph and have faith to enter into the promised land of God's promises.







IV.  THE WILDERNESS







As we have learned, the first generation of Israelites who departed from the bondage of Egypt never made it to their destination.  They died in the wilderness because of their unbelief.  Every Christian is called to a wilderness experience.  Here he learns to depend upon God alone.  God must become his life's source if he is to make it through.  This wilderness experience is the Christian's opportunity to develop an inner reserve of faith.      However, if he rebels during this time of divine tutoring, he could spend the rest of his life in the wilderness school, or even perish there as Israel did.



There were five main sins that caused the downfall of Israel.  Upon close examination of these five sins, it is easy to see why the church today is perishing in the wilderness.           The first was "failure to lean upon God." They were guilty of not trusting the Lord every step of the way.  When things seemed to go wrong they chose to become discouraged, fearful and panic-stricken.  They never chose to lean upon God.







40. When you have read Exodus 15:23,24; 16:1-3; 17:1-4, check here.  [ ]







41. Describe the dependence of the bride who comes up out of the wilderness. Song of Solomon 8:5 _________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







The second sin was "lack of faith in leadership." Leadership is a biblical principle but human nature tends to fear and resent it.  Let the Christian who has trouble in this area remember that God has chosen to lead His people through human instruments.  Trusting the leaders that God has placed over you is trusting in God.







42. Read how the Israelites failed in this area in Exodus 32:1 and Numbers 12:1-10; then check here. [ ]







43. Write out Psalm 77:20. _________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







The third sin was "personal ambition." How easy it is to slip from an attitude of being ambitious for God into an attitude of being ambitious for self.  This also was a snare to Israel in the wilderness.







44. Read Numbers 16:1-4 and chapter 17; then check here.  [ ]







The fourth sin was "discontent in God's will." Often believers find it all too easy to parrot Christianity's great men and say, "All I want is God's will"; but very few seem able to keep this stand throughout their Christian experience.  Too often the Christian in the middle of God's will decides he is not satisfied with God's direction and provision for his life and he complains.  This was Israel’s sin.







45.   When you have read Numbers 11:1-6, check here.  [ ]







46.   Write out I Timothy 6:6. ______________________________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________







The fifth sin was perhaps the most destructive.  It was "lack of vision."  They  failed to recognize who they were; they were unable to see themselves as God saw them and this sin became their main downfall.







47.   What does it say about vision in Proverbs 29:18? ___________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________







        Answer the next 18 questions from Numbers 13.







48.   How many men were sent to spy out the Canaan land? ________________________







        List the two things they were to find out about the people.







49.   ___________________________________________________________________







50.   ___________________________________________________________________







        List the four things they were to find out about the land.  Num. 13:19, 20







51.   ___________________________________________________________________







52.   ___________________________________________________________________







53.   ___________________________________________________________________







54.   ___________________________________________________________________







        Although Moses told them to find out the facts, he expected them to maintain faith in 



        the truth of God's word.







55. Of what did he tell them to be? v. 20 _______________________________________







56. Truly the land was plenteous as the Lord had said.  Describe one cluster of grapes.



      ____________________________________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







57.   What do the spies confess in verse 27? ___________________________________



       ___________________________________________________________________







58.   What is the first word in verse 28? ______________________________________







        This is a forbidden word in the language of faith.  Be careful as a Christian never to 



         tag this word to any of God's promises.







59. Describe the people of the land. vv. 28, 31, 33 ______________________________



      ___________________________________________________________________







60. Describe the cities. v. 28 _______________________________________________







61. What did Caleb say about those circumstances? _____________________________



       ___________________________________________________________________







62.  Why did he feel this way? ______________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







63.  What word is used to describe the report of the ten spies? _____________________











64.  In their absence of vision, how did they see themselves compared to the inhabitants of Canaan? v. 33 ________________________________________________________







65.  How should they have seem themselves? Why? ______________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







Unbelief is the crippling disease that is destroying the church today, and it is a highly contagious disease.  In the wilderness, the unbelief of ten men spread with epidemic proportions, infecting over a million people.







66.  What did the Israelites say had happened to their hearts?  Deut. 1:28



        ___________________________________________________________________







        Answer the next 13 questions from Numbers 14.







67.  From Numbers 14:1-3 and Deuteronomy 1:27 we see that Israel was in great error concerning the character of the Lord.  In your own words, describe how Christians today sometimes make this same error.



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







68.  What did they want to do? 14:4 __________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







69.  Fear and unbelief are not innocent problems in a Christian's life. What did Joshua and Caleb accuse the people of doing? v. 9a ____________________________________







These two spies encouraged the Israelites not to fear the people of the land.  What three reasons did they give? v. 9







70.   ___________________________________________________________________







71.   ___________________________________________________________________







72.   ___________________________________________________________________







73.  How did the congregation of Israel respond? _______________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________ 







In Numbers 14 the Lord asks Moses three questions beginning with "how long." What are they? vv. 11, 27



74.   ___________________________________________________________________







75.   ___________________________________________________________________







76.   ___________________________________________________________________







77.  What would happen to the first generation? (those over 20 years old.)



        ___________________________________________________________________







78. Two men are excluded from this penalty.  Who are they? _______________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







79.   What does Numbers 14:33 say will happen to the carcasses of the people?



        ___________________________________________________________________







Forty years is generally considered to be the average time of productive adult life.  Let us not waste that life in the wilderness!  



Every Christian can expect to face the five temptations that Israel faced and fell prey to in the wilderness.  If it is so easy to be snared in the wilderness, why does God lead us through this experience?  List three reasons from Deuteronomy 8:2.







80.   ___________________________________________________________________







81.   ___________________________________________________________________







82.   ___________________________________________________________________







V.    JOSHUA COMPARED TO MOSES







Now we will look at the life of Joshua, the man who led Israel into the promised land.  We will be able to learn many valuable lessons which will help us as we cross over the spiritual Jordan into a walk in the Spirit.



Although Moses led the children of Israel through the exodus and during the forty years in the wilderness, God chose to change the leadership of Israel before crossing into the Canaan land.  This is significant to us for we too must be aware of the One whom God has chosen to lead us into His promises today.







83.   What was to happen to Moses on Mt. Abarim?  Num. 27:12, 13 ________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







84.   What did Moses say the people needed? Num. 27:15-17 ______________________



         ___________________________________________________________________







85.   What was Moses afraid the children of Israel would become like?



         ___________________________________________________________________



Numbers 27:17 says that this new leader would go before them to "lead them out" and to "bring them in." There are many things Christians need to be led out of in order to be led into God's fulness.  Without a God-sent leader we would never have the power to come out of the bondage of the past, nor the courage to march into the promises of the future.







86.   Describe the ceremony declaring Joshua to be the new leader of Israel.  Num. 27:18-23



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







      Because Moses was given the Law he is the biblical representative of the Law, hence 



      he is called "Moses the Lawgiver."







87.  What does Joshua 1:2 say about Moses? ___________________________________







      This represents the passing away of the dispensation of the Law, or the "first covenant."







88.   How does Hebrews 8:13 describe the Law (the old covenant)? _________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







89.   Describe the new covenant. Heb. 8:7-12 __________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







At God's choosing, the dispensation of grace replaced the dispensation of the Law just as Joshua replaced Moses.  The ministry of Moses was necessary to bring God's people to a certain point and Joshua’s ministry was necessary to bring them into God's promised "rest."  Just as Moses declared that Joshua would be his successor, God's prophets declared that the new covenant (agreement) would replace the old.







90.   When you have read Jeremiah 31:31-34, check here.  [ ]







In both cases the declaration of the successor seems to be a bit premature with the old not yet having passed away.  However, the Lord felt it important that the old should publicly display its support of the new.  As He said to Moses, "give him charge in their sight."  The last prophet under the Law, John the Baptist, also publicly announced the change to the new leadership.







91.    Write out John 1:17. _________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________















92.    How did John's ministry under the Law compare to that of Christ's?   Matt. 3:11



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







93.    Write out John's announcement. John 1:36 ________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







94.    What did John's two disciples do when they heard this announcement? John 1:35-37



         ___________________________________________________________________







Just as the ministry of Moses came to an end, so did the ministry of the Law.  Moses could only lead them to the banks of the Jordan, but Joshua was chosen to lead them into the Promised land.  John the Baptist said that the ministry of grace and truth is mightier than the Law.







95.    What does Hebrews 7:16 call the Law? ___________________________________







96.    What does Hebrews 7:16 call Christ's ministry? ____________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________







97.    Why is the Law (the commandment) to be disannulled (put away)? Heb. 7:18



         ___________________________________________________________________ 







98.    What did the Law fail to do? Heb. 7:19 ___________________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________







Although the Law is good and it is of God, it was never meant to lead God's  children into His promises. Sadly, many strive to obtain the things of God through the works of the Law.  This is very discouraging when all that one is able to gain is what he has earned, which is nothing but failure. It is time to recognize the new leader, grace through Jesus Christ.  Whereas the Law demanded consistent activity from its followers, this new leader demands a consistent flow of miracles in the lives of His followers.  These miracles are the direct result of a daring and courageous faith surging through the believer's life constantly.  Truly the demands of this new leader are greater.  The grace of Christ challenges believers to step boldly into all the fulness of God.







99.   The Law failed to lead its followers into the "glory of God," but the Gospel of grace introduces a new and wonderful word to the pages of  scripture--"access." By what means do we have this access?  Rom. 5:2



       ____________________________________________________________________







100.  What is the key word in these scriptures that refers to access into Gods fulness?  Eph. 3:12; Heb. 4:16; 10:19 _________________________________________________







The Law (typified through the leadership of Moses) taught its followers to be  fearful of God. In contrast, grace through Christ (typified through the leadership of Joshua) teaches us to become bold in the things of God, taking full advantage of His provision of "access"!  Through Joshua’s stirring challenge and bold leadership we too can cross over into the realm of the Spirit, the new land of God's promises.







VI.    JOSHUA BECOMES A LEADER







The name Joshua literally means "Jehovah is salvation." This was to be God's man of the hour, His chosen leader.  But what elements went into making this man a leader?







A.     HUMILITY







101.  Historians report Joshua to have been about 40 years old at the time he departed from Egypt.  After 40 years of slavery he took another position of servitude.  What was it?  Ex. 24:13 ____________________________________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________







        This was a position some call "second fiddle," but Joshua never complained.  He was 



        Moses' servant for yet another 40 years in the wilderness.







102.  God recognizes and respects servitude.  It is a reflection of His own divine nature.  Read John 13:1-17, then explain in your own words how we can obey the command given in Philippians 2:3, 4.



         ___________________________________________________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________







B.     FAITHFULNESS







Joshua was not like his unbelieving brethren who were forced to spend 40 years in the wilderness as a punishment for their smallness of mind.  Here was a man who had also seen the giants and had said enthusiastically, "they are bread for us." How many men, so ready to be giant killers for God could lay it aside and faithfully continue to serve an ungrateful, undeserving congregation such as Israel another 40 years without complaint.







103.  How does the Lord determine the faithful, the ones who will be given great responsibilities in His kingdom?  Luke 16:10 ____________________________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________







104.  What is required in stewards?  I Cor. 4:2 __________________________________







C.     PLACED TRUST IN GOD-GIVEN LEADERSHIP







Soon after their exodus, the Israelites faced impending warfare with the Amalekites in the wilderness.  Imagine the Hebrew people still thin and sickly from years as slaves in Egypt, totally inexperienced in warfare, sojourning with nothing but staffs in their hands. Read Exodus 17:8-16 and answer the next four questions.







105.  Why did Joshua, with no former combat training, become Israel’s leader against Amalek?



         ___________________________________________________________________







106.  What did Moses tell Joshua he would do? _________________________________



          __________________________________________________________________







107.   Why would this remind Joshua of the day that the Red Sea parted?



          __________________________________________________________________







108.   Joshua demonstrated a great trust in Moses as a man of  God, one that God would answer and one who would keep his promise.  Joshua put his own life in jeopardy at the word of his elder.  Describe what Moses went through during this battle?



         ___________________________________________________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________







Each time the arms of Moses grew weak, everything began going wrong for Joshua.  Many would have quickly lost faith in Moses and "all his weaknesses." Joshua fought to the end and lived to celebrate the final victory with Moses. (Exodus 17:14)







109.  Who did the Lord call up into the Mount?  Ex. 24:12 ________________________







110.  Who rose up with Moses?  Ex. 24:12, 13 _________________________________







111.   Describe what happened on the mountaintop. Ex. 24:15-18 ___________________



          __________________________________________________________________



          __________________________________________________________________







112.   How did the rest of Israel react to this supernatural manifestation of God's holiness? Ex. 20:18-21 ________________________________________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________ 







This was apparently a very fearful mountain.  God was present in awesome holiness.  All trembled at the sight of it and yet when Moses asked his servant Joshua to accompany him up the mountain that quaked and thundered and even spoke, Joshua trusted and obeyed.











113.  Describe how the people of Israel distrusted both God and Moses.  Ex. 32:1



         ___________________________________________________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________







The book of Numbers describes an event in which Joshua makes a mistake.  However, the loving and trusting heart of Joshua shines through his mistake and again he teaches us a lesson in Christian attitudes.







114.  From  Numbers 11:24-26, describe what happened to Eldad and Medad.



         ___________________________________________________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________







115.  What did Joshua say to Moses?  Num. 11:28 ______________________________



          __________________________________________________________________







16. What question did Moses ask Joshua?  Num. 11:29 ___________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







After seeing the disloyalty, personal ambition and spiritual pride within the nation of Israel and exemplified by such men as Korah, it is refreshing to find someone like Joshua who trusted that his leader was a great man of God.







D.    PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD     ( N.B. ()







At this point some may think that Joshua was a mere shadow and puppet of Moses, a man whose glory, like the glory of the moon, is but a reflection of the greater celestial body.  One might conclude it impossible to have a personal relationship with God and at the same time obey and trust the leadership He has given.  Though Joshua respected and trusted Moses, Moses was not his god.  It is important that each man have his own relationship with God.  Vicarious enjoyment of God's power merely through the retelling of other's experiences can be a dangerous trap.  Spiritual leadership cannot be gained merely by sticking close to a man of God.  God never says "I am the God of Abraham and his children." He says, "I am the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob." Let the would-be spiritual leader seek his own experiences with the supernatural God.







117.  Describe what is happening in Exodus 33:9, 10. ____________________________



          __________________________________________________________________



          __________________________________________________________________



          __________________________________________________________________







118.  What did Joshua do when Moses left to tell the people the words of the Lord?  Ex. 33:11 ______________________________________________________________











It is important to develop a personal relationship with God because leaning on the spirituality of others is a crutch that will soon slip.  Joshua might have been spiritually destroyed at the death of Moses had he not developed his own relationship with God.







119.  What do you believe was his reason for staying behind in the tabernacle?  Ex. 33:11



          __________________________________________________________________



          ______________
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EZEKIEL  II







CHAPTERS 12 - 28







CHAPTER 12 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







In the preceding chapters, Ezekiel had seen the Lord in all His glory; he had received revelations of the destruction and desolation of Israel and had viewed the abominations that were taking place in both Israel and the temple at Jerusalem. Now God called upon His servant to act out in pantomime (action without speech as a way of expressing oneself) the part of an exile preparing to flee for his life.







1.   Ezekiel was not to speak a word to the children of Israel, for he dwelt in the midst of a rebellious house, which had eyes to see, and ______________________________ ; they had ears to hear, but ____________________________________________ v. 2







2.   What was Ezekiel to prepare for removing? v. 3 ______________________________







      This "stuff" was personal belongings the exiles would need in their flight from danger.







3.   Where was Ezekiel told to move these things? v. 3____________________________







4.  In the twilight hour, as he carried his stuff upon his shoulders, what was Ezekiel instructed to do to his face? v. 6 __________________________________________







5.   Ezekiel’s tongue was now loosened so that he might reveal the reason for his pantomime.  Who was to suffer this fate? v. 10







       a. ________________________________ b. _______________________________







      This vision was literally fulfilled.  Read II Kings 25:1-22.







6.   Why was God going to spare a few men from the sword, famine and pestilence? v. 16



       ____________________________________________________________________







7.   The cities of Israel were to be _____________________________________ ; and the



      land would be ___________________________________________ ; and they would 



      know __________________________________________________________ . v. 20







8.   The children of Israel refused to listen to Ezekiel’s warnings and used a proverb against him--"Prophecies of judgment will not befall, for the days________________   



       ____________________________ .  The visions will not  come to pass, for does not every ____________________________________________ ?” v. 22











9.   God told Ezekiel that this proverb would cease. Why? v. 25



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 13 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







God called upon Ezekiel to prophesy against the countless false prophets of Israel who had led His people astray.







1.   From where did the words of the false prophets come? v. 2 _____________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







2.   The words of the false prophets also came from their own __________________ v. 3







3.   Because Israel was listening to the lying prophets, they were not ready to stand in the           



      ___________________________ , nor able to make up the _____________________



      against God's wrath. v. 5;   Eze. 22:30,31







4.   Instead of seeing a true vision from God, the false prophets were seeing ___________ 



      ____________ and ________________________________________________ . v. 6







     What were the five judgments pronounced on the false prophets? v. 9







5.    ____________________________________________________________________ 







6.   ____________________________________________________________________







7.   ____________________________________________________________________







8.   ____________________________________________________________________







9.   ____________________________________________________________________







10.  Why did God place such heavy judgments against these men? v. 10



        ___________________________________________________________________







11.  In the face of impending judgment, what were the false prophets saying? v. 10



       ____________________________________________________________________







12.  The "spiritual" house these prophets were constructing was like a wall put together with ________________________________________________ . vv. 10, 11, 14, 15











13.  What was God going to do to the untempered wall? v. 14 ______________________



        ___________________________________________________________________ 







      God now turned His attention to the false prophetesses of Israel.







14.  What two things were the false prophetesses sewing? v. 18







       a. _________________________________ b. ______________________________







15.  With what two commodities were the women polluting the children of Israel? v. 19



        ___________________________________________________________________







The false prophetesses were practicing the sorcery and witchcraft of Babylon.  With "magic bands" (pillows), long drapes (kerchiefs), and the use of barley and bread for divination, God's people were being destroyed.  Such practices were forbidden in Leviticus 19:26 and Deuteronomy 18:9-14.







16.  With the practice of sorcery, what were the false prophetesses seeking to do? v. 19 



        a. _________________________________________________________________







        b. _________________________________________________________________







17.  What judgment did God pass upon the false prophetesses of Israel? v.23







        a._________________________________ b. ______________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 14 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







In chapter 12, Ezekiel prophesied to the children of Israel in general.  In chapter 13, Ezekiel had a message for the false prophets and prophetesses of Israel.  Now God addressed Himself to the elders of Israel who were backslidden in heart.







1.   What stumblingblock had the elders of Israel allowed to creep into their hearts? v. 3







      What three-fold message did God give to the elders of Israel?  v. 6







2.   ____________________________________ 3. ______________________________







4.   ____________________________________________________________________







     What judgment awaited the house of Israel and the stranger in Israel who turned from 



     God to idols? v. 8







5.   ____________________________________________________________________



6.   ____________________________________________________________________







7.   ____________________________________________________________________







8.   In your own words, when a man sins, who must bear the penalty for those sins? v. 10



      ____________________________________________________________________







     What four reasons did God give for requiring each man to bear the penalty for his own 



      sins? v. 11







9.   ____________________________________________________________________







10.  ____________________________________________________________________







11.  ____________________________________________________________________







12.  ____________________________________________________________________







13.  What action did God say He would take upon the land when His people sinned? v. 13  



        a. _________________________________________________________________







        b. _________________________________________________________________







        c. _________________________________________________________________







        d. _________________________________________________________________







14.  The coming judgment from God was so sure that even if God's beloved servants ____                 



        ____________________________________ and _______________________ lived 



       in the land, Israel would still be destroyed. v. 14







15.  Name the four judgments that Jerusalem was to suffer. v. 21







       a. ______________ b. _______________ c. _______________d. _______________







16.  Who was to be spared? v. 22 ____________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 15 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Beginning with Genesis 49:22, Israel was identified with the vine tree. The value of this tree was in the fruit it bore--nothing else.















1.   What question did God ask Ezekiel in verse 2? _______________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







2.   The wood from the vine tree was not strong enough to make a wooden peg (pin) to hang ___________________________________________________________ . v. 3







      Even as the vine tree was worthless in comparison to other trees of the forest, so Israel without fruit was worthless to God.







3.   What was going to happen to Jerusalem when God set His face against it?  v. 7



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







4.   Why was Israel made desolate? v. 8 ________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 16 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







In chapter 16 Ezekiel gives us a history of Israel’s spiritual condition since her conception.  It is a rags-to-riches-to rags story.







1.   What was Ezekiel to cause Jerusalem to know? v. 2___________________________







2.   Where was the birth place of Israel? v. 3 ____________________________________







3.   What was Israel’s condition when God found her? vv. 4, 5







      a. ___________________________________ b. _____________________________







      c. ___________________________________ d. _____________________________







      e. ___________________________________ f. _____________________________







4.   What command did God give to Israel in verse 6? ____________________________







5.   How did Israel’s condition change under God's leadership? v. 7







      a. __________________________________________________________________







      b. ___________________________________ c. _____________________________







6.   What did God spread over Israel to cover her nakedness? v. 8



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







        This oriental custom speaks of claiming for oneself a mate for marriage.







7.   After His vows of marriage to Israel, what gifts did God give to His bride? vv. 10-12   



      a. __________________________________ b. ______________________________







      c. __________________________________ d. ______________________________







      e. __________________________________ f. ______________________________







      g. __________________________________ h. ______________________________







      i. __________________________________  j. ______________________________







8.   After Israel had received beauty, garments, jewelry and food, what admonition did she forget?  Deut. 6:12 ____________________________________________________







9.   In forgetting God, Israel played the ____________________________________ v.15







      Everything Israel was given by God went to her lovers (false gods).







10.  What did Israel do to her children? v. 20 ___________________________________







11.  Israel’s sin of harlotry also made her forget something else. What was it? v. 22



       ___________________________________________________________________



       ___________________________________________________________________







12.  With what two nations had Israel committed fornication? vv. 26, 28







        a.________________________________ b. _______________________________







13.  God charged Israel with a harlotry that stretched from the land of ________________



        __________________________ to _________________________________ . v. 29







Normally, a wife who committed adultery received gifts from her lovers. Israel, however, hired her lovers with the gifts she received from God.  Read verses 32 through 34.







14. How was God going to judge Israel? v. 38 __________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







      Israel’s allies turned against her.  Read verses 39 through 43.







15.  God identified Israel’s older and younger sister. Who were they?  vv. 46, 48 



       a. _________________________________ b. ______________________________







          Both of these cities represented people who were far less corrupt than Israel.







16.  What were the six reasons God gave for destroying Sodom? vv. 49, 50







        a. ________________________________ b. _______________________________







       c. ________________________________ d. _______________________________







       e. ________________________________ f. ________________________________







17.  What were Israel’s sins in comparison to those of Samaria and Sodom?  v. 51



        ___________________________________________________________________







18.  After God had finished pouring out His wrath upon Israel, what would He remember? v. 60 _______________________________________________________________







19.  What would Israel remember in that day? v. 61 ______________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 17 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Chapter 17 contains a parable of two eagles.  The great eagle of verse 3 is  Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, while the great eagle of verse 7 is a reference to Egypt.







1.   Describe the great eagle of verse 3. ________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







      Verse 12 identifies the great eagle.







2.   Where did the great eagle fly? v. 3 _________________________________________







      The tribe of Judah was known as Lebanon or the cedar of Lebanon.  See verse 12.







3.   Where did the great eagle carry the highest branch of the cedar tree?   v. 4



       ____________________________________________________________________







      Verse 12 identifies the highest branch of the cedar tree as the nobility of Judah.







4.   Who was taken next and planted in a fruitful field? vv. 5, 13 ____________________ 



       ____________________________________________________________________



       Read II Kings 24:17.







5.   Although Zedekiah was placed in Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, he only grew to be a spreading vine of __________________________________________________  v. 6



      Read verse 14.



6.   Why did Zedekiah send ambassadors to Egypt? v. 15 __________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







7.   Because Zedekiah did not turn to the Lord for help, what fate was to befall him in Babylon? v. 16 _______________________________________________________







8.   Why did Zedekiah refuse to seek the Lord's help? v. 19 ________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







9.   With the fall of Israel, what would the other nations know? v. 24



       ____________________________________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 18 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Although there is an element of truth in the proverb that the sufferings of one generation are the product of the misdeeds of the previous generation, the Bible does teach the principal of individual accountability.



Read verses 2 and 3.







1.   What will happen to a soul that sins? v. 4 ___________________________________







2.   What will happen to a just man who keeps God's judgments and statutes of verses 5-9?



       ____________________________________________________________________







3.   If a just man begets an unjust son (vv. 10-13), what will happen to that son? v. 13 



      a. __________________________________________________________________







      b. _________________________________  c. ______________________________







4.   If an unjust man begets a just son, must the son bear the sins of his father? v. 17



       ____________________________________________________________________







5.   Will God look upon the unjust father favorably due to the righteous deeds of his son? v. 18 _______________________________________________________________







      Both father and son are judged for their own personal actions.  Read verses 19 and 20.







6.   What promise does God give to a sinful man who turns from all his sinful ways and does what is right? v. 21 ________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







7.   What happens to all of his past sins? v. 22 ___________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







8.   In what does God have no pleasure? v. 23 __________________________________







9.   When a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, what happens to his previous good works? v. 24 



        ___________________________________________________________________







10.  Although Israel told God that His ways were not equal, what response did God give in verse 25? _________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







11.  Why must a once righteous man repent and turn from all of his transgressions? v. 30



        ___________________________________________________________________







12.  What does true repentance involve? v. 31 a. ________________________________







        b. _________________________________ c. _____________________________







13.  What promise has been given to any man who turns from his wicked ways?  v. 32



        __________________________________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 19 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Ezekiel was told by God to take up a lamentation for the princes of Israel.  Two figures were used to identify Judah and her kings: 1. a lioness and her whelps (vv. 1-9); 2. a vine and its rods (vv. 10-14).







1.   The first whelp is Jehoahaz. (vv. 3, 4) What happened to this king?   v. 4



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







      Read II Kings 23:30-34 and II Chronicles 36:1-4.







2.   The next whelp is Jehoiachin. (vv. 5-9) What did this king learn?   v. 6 ____________



       ____________________________________________________________________







Jehoiachin was successful in establishing the throne of Judah for a short period of time.  Read II Kings 24:6-16 and II Chronicles 36:8-10.







3.   Where was Jehoiachin taken after his capture? v. 9 ____________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







In verse 10, the figure changes from a lion and her whelps to a vine and its rods.  The vine represents the nation of Israel and the rods are her kings.











4.   When Israel followed the ways of the Lord, she was like a vine planted by the ______ 



       _____________________ ; she was _______________________ and ____________ 



       __________________________________________ by reason of many waters. v. 10







5.   When sin became commonplace in Israel, what happened to God's vine?  v. 12



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







      Verses 13 and 14 refer to the time when Zedekiah, Judah's last king, came to the throne.







6.   What happened to the fruit and the strength of the rod because of wicked leadership? v. 14   



       a. ___________________________________________________________________







       b. __________________________________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 20 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







The elders of Israel once again came to Ezekiel to enquire of the Lord. They may have desired knowledge concerning how much longer the length of their exile would be, or whether Zedekiah's alliance with Egypt would succeed.







1.   What grounds did God give for not answering their inquiry? v. 4



       ____________________________________________________________________







      When God chose Israel as His own, what commandments were they given?  v. 7







2.   ____________________________________________________________________







3.   ____________________________________________________________________







4.   What was Israel’s response? v. 8 __________________________________________







5.   What stopped God from destroying Israel in the land of Egypt? v. 9



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







6.   In the wilderness, God gave Israel the Sabbath day as a sign that they were His people (v. 12).  What did Israel do to this most holy day?  v. 13



       ____________________________________________________________________



      God once again spared His people for "His name's sake."







7.   God rejected the older generation of Israelites because of their rebellions and chose their children instead.  What did these children do?  v. 21 ______________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



8.   Although God did not destroy Israel’s children immediately, what future judgment was to come? v. 23 _______________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________� 



9.   What vow did God make in verse 31 because of Israel’s sins? ___________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 



      Read verses 25-31.







10.  God had no "word" for the elders of Israel, but He did make a promise to root out all evil from among His people.  List six of the eight "I wills" of God that would accomplish this purification process. vv. 34-38



        a. _________________________________________________________________



        b. _________________________________________________________________



        c. _________________________________________________________________



        d. _________________________________________________________________



        e. _________________________________________________________________



        f. __________________________________________________________________







11.  When God had finished the purifying process, what would all the house of Israel do in His holy mountain? v. 40 _______________________________________________







12.  What was to be accomplished through the return of Israel to their own land? v. 42



        ___________________________________________________________________ 







13.  What was Israel to remember in that day? v. 43 ______________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







14.  From what direction was Israel’s impending judgment coming? vv. 46, 47



        ___________________________________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 21 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







The sword was a symbol of God's instrument of judgment.  God had once drawn His sword to fight for the children of Israel (Joshua 5:13-15), but now His sword was drawn against them.







1.   Who was God about to cut off? v. 4 _______________________________________







2.   How was Ezekiel to show his distress over the slaughter of both the righteous and the wicked? v. 6 _________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







     The loins represent the seat of a man's strength.







3.   What effect did this message have on the children of Israel? v. 7



       a. _________________________________ b. ______________________________







       c. _________________________________ d. ______________________________







4.   Why was the sword of God sharpened and furbished? v. 10 _____________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







Everyone in Israel was to be touched by this sword of God.  Read verses 10-17.  In verses 19-22, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, stood at a fork in the road.  One direction led to the Ammonite city of Riblah, the other to the city of Jerusalem.







5.   What three divinations did Nebuchadnezzar use to determine what direction to take? v. 21  



       a. _________________________________________________________________







       b. __________________________________ c. _____________________________







Arrows were marked with the names of Ammon and Israel; idols were consulted and the liver of a dead sheep was examined.







6.   In what direction did all three divinations point? v. 22 _________________________







7.   God declared three times that He would overturn Israel "until ___________________ 



       _____________________________________________________________ .” v. 27



      Read Genesis 49:10; Isaiah 9:6,7; Zechariah 6:12







8.   Although Jerusalem was to be destroyed first, what fate lay ahead for the Ammonites? v. 28 _______________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







     What was the result of this great slaughter? v. 32







9.   ____________________________________________________________________







10.  ____________________________________________________________________







11.  ____________________________________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 22 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







In this chapter Ezekiel preached a three-point message to the children of Israel.  Each of the major points began with the words, "The word of the Lord came unto me, saying..." See verses 1, 17 and 23.







       How had the city of Jerusalem become guilty before the Lord? v. 4







1.    ____________________________________________________________________







2.   ____________________________________________________________________







3.   ____________________________________________________________________







4.   Therefore, God made Israel a ____________________________________________,



       and a ___________________________________________________________ . v. 4







Israel had broken the ten commandments of God.  Compare verses 1-16 with the commandments of God in Exodus 20:1-17.







5.   The house of Israel had become like the ________________________ of silver. v. 18







6.   As with dross in a furnace, what was God going to do with Israel? v.21



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







7.   The third point to Ezekiel’s message consisted of a complaint from God against the inhabitants of Israel.  What classes of people did God criticize in verses 25-29?







        a. _________________________________ b. ______________________________







        c. _________________________________ d. ______________________________







8.   Amid the sins of Israel, what did  God seek? v. 30 ____________________________







9.   What was this man to do? v. 30 ___________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







10. When God could not find such a man, what did He do? v. 31 ____________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 



       ____________________________________________________________________ 











EZEKIEL   CHAPTER 23 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







While chapter 16 gave us a picture of Israel’s religious adultery, chapter 23 records Israel’s political adultery.







1.   Who do the two sisters of verse 4 represent?



       a. _________________________________ b. ______________________________



2.   To what country does God trace Israel and Judah's whoredom? v. 8



       ___________________________________________________________________







3.   Samaria was guilty of playing the harlot with the men of (v. 7), while Jerusalem defiled herself with the _________________________________________________ (v. 17)







4.   Because Jerusalem failed to learn a lesson through Samaria’s disobedience and fall, what course of action did God take against her? v. 28



        ___________________________________________________________________







"Whatsoever a man (nation) soweth..." Gal. 6:7    Read verses 30-35. Verses 36-45 recapitulate the charges God had already brought against both Israel and Judah.







5.   Who would pass judgment on Samaria and Jerusalem? v. 45 ____________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







6.   After judgment, what would then occur? v. 47 _______________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 



       ____________________________________________________________________







      This punishment was according to the law of Moses.  Lev. 20:10











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 24 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







The predicted day of judgment for Jerusalem had come.  The king of Babylon set himself against the city (v. 2).  Read II Kings 25:1 and Jeremiah 52:4.







1.   What was Ezekiel to set on the fire? v. 3 ____________________________________







2.   What was to be put into the pot? v. 5 ______________________________________







Jerusalem was the pot; the fire was the siege by Nebuchadnezzar, and the pieces of flesh were the inhabitants of Jerusalem.







3.   What was God going to destroy from among His people? vv. 6,11,12



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







4.   In verse 11, the judgment of God was to accomplish three things. Fill in the blank spaces below.



      The brass pot was to __________________________________________________ .







      The filthiness of it was to be ____________________________________________ .







      All scum was to be ___________________________________________________ .



5.   God's judgment struck close to the heart of Ezekiel. What did he lose? vv. 16, 18



       __________________________________________________________________







When God took Ezekiel’s wife in death, what commandments was Ezekiel to follow? v. 17







6.   ____________________________________________________________________







7.   ____________________________________________________________________







8.   ____________________________________________________________________







9.   ____________________________________________________________________







10.  ___________________________________________________________________







11.  ___________________________________________________________________







       Ezekiel was not to follow the customary funeral practices of the day.







12.   Why did God take Ezekiel’s wife in death when Ezekiel had been so faithful? v. 24



        ___________________________________________________________________







       The destruction of Jerusalem was to have the same effect on its survivors as the death 



        of Ezekiel’s wife had upon him.







13. With the fall of Jerusalem, what was to happen to Ezekiel? v. 27



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







      Upon until this time, Ezekiel could not speak, except when God spoke through  him.











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER  25 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







In chapter 25, Ezekiel prophesied about the coming judgments of the Gentile  nations that surrounded Israel and Judah. In speaking to these nations, Ezekiel told them why judgment was coming, what the judgment would be, and the end result of the judgment from God.







1.    What Gentile nation was to be judged first? v. 2 _____________________________







       Reasons for this judgment are found in verses 3 through 7.







2.    What nations were judged in verse 8? _____________________________________



3.    What comment did Moab make that angered God? v. 8 _______________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







4.   The result of God's judgment on both Ammon and Moab would be that "thou shalt know _______________________________________________________ vv. 7, 11



       Because Esau and Jacob fought over the birthright and blessing of Isaac (Gen. 25:23), 



       Edom and Judah were rivals.  What three charges did God make against Edom? v. 12







5.   ____________________________________________________________________







6.   ____________________________________________________________________







7.   ____________________________________________________________________







8.    Who was God going to use to lay His vengeance upon Edom? v. 14



        ___________________________________________________________________







9.    What nation was God going to execute great vengeance upon with furious rebukes? vv. 15-17 ___________________________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 26 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Three chapters were reserved by God for the judgment of the city of Tyrus. Because the Tyrians wanted to become rich through the plundering of Jerusalem, what judgment did God pass upon them? vv. 3, 4







1.   ____________________________________________________________________







2.   ____________________________________________________________________







3.   ____________________________________________________________________







4.    What king was to be the instrument of God's judgment? v. 7



        ___________________________________________________________________







       Verses 7 through 14 give details of the judgment.







5.    Who would sit in trembling and be astonished at the destruction of Tyrus? v. 16



        ___________________________________________________________________







6.    How complete was the result of God's judgment to be? v. 21



       ____________________________________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 27 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







This chapter is a song sung by Ezekiel.  Tyrus was pictured as a luxurious ship with an expert crew, but so filled with costly merchandise that she broke up in the heavy seas and sank to the bottom of the ocean floor.







What happened to the mariners who witnessed the sinking of Tyrus?   vv. 30, 31







1.   ____________________________________________________________________







2.   ____________________________________________________________________







3.   ____________________________________________________________________







4.   ____________________________________________________________________







5.   ____________________________________________________________________







6.   ____________________________________________________________________







7.   ____________________________________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 28 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Verses 1 through 10 are addressed to the prince of Tyrus.  Verses 11 through 19 deal ostensibly with the pride and worldliness of the King, but on a deeper level they describe Satan himself.  The final verses concern the judgment of Zidon (vv. 22,23) and a promise of restoration to the house of Israel (vv. 24-26).







1.    What were two of the specific charges God brought against the prince Tyrus? v. 2 



        a.__________________________________ b.______________________________







2.    According to God, who was this prince?  v. 2 _______________________________







3.    Although the prince of Tyrus possessed great wisdom, because he had set his heart as the heart of God, what judgment was to befall him?   v. 10



        ___________________________________________________________________







       The evil force behind the prince of Tyrus was Satan.







4.   As a special creation of God, Satan was created full of  ________________________,



      and __________________________ in _______________________________ . v. 12







5.   Where had Satan been? v. 13 _____________________________________________



6.   God called Satan the ______________________________________ , and he once sat



      upon the ________________________________________________________. v. 14







7.   From his creation, Satan was perfect in all his ways until _______________________ 



      ________________________________________________________________ v. 15







8.   What caused the iniquity in Satan? v. 17 ____________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







      What judgment did God pronounce on Satan? v. 17



9.   ____________________________________________________________________ 







10. ____________________________________________________________________







11.  Because the king of Tyrus (and Satan) had defiled the sanctuaries of God with iniquities, 



       what would God do to them? v. 18 _______________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







12.  What was the judgment of Zidon to be? v. 23



        a. __________________________________ b. _____________________________







13.  When God restores Israel in the last days, what will she know? v. 24



         ___________________________________________________________________







14.  Where will Israel dwell in that day? v. 25 ___________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







15.  How will the household of Israel dwell? v. 26 _______________________________











This concludes Part II of the study in the book of Ezekiel.  We encourage you to begin Part III, covering the final chapters, as soon as possible in order to maintain the proper flow of study.











I have answered all questions to the best of my ability.







Name ________________________________________







Address ______________________________________







_____________________________________________







Date _________________________________________







EZEKIEL  2    ANSWER KEY



TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE: 236



1 point for each blank







    CHAPTER 12



    1.   see not, hear not



    2.  "stuff"



    3.  from place to place



    4.  cover it



    5.  the prince in Jerusalem, all the house of Israel



    6.  to declare all their abominations



    7.  laid waste, desolate, that I am the Lord



    8.  shall be prolonged, vision falleth



    9.  God said that He is the Lord, He will speak and His word shall come to pass, it



        will not be prolonged, in their days He will say the word and will perform it



    CHAPTER 13



    1. out of their own hearts



    2. spirit



    3. gap, hedge



    4. vanity, lying divination



    5. through 9. - (order may vary) I am against you saith the Lord, Mine hand shall be



        upon the prophets, they shall not be in the assembly of My people, neither shall



        they be written in the writings of the house of Israel, neither shall they enter



        into the land of Israel



   10.  because they have seduced His people



   11.  peace



   12.  untempered mortar



   13.  break it down



   14.  pillows to all armholes, kerchiefs



   15.  a handful of barley and pieces of bread



   16.   to slay the souls that should not die, to save the souls alive that should not live



   17.  ye shall see no more vanity, nor divinations



    CHAPTER 14



    1. idols



    2. through 4. - repent, turn from your idols, turn away your faces from all your



        abominations (order may vary)



    5. through 7. - God will set His face against that man, God will make him a sign and



        a proverb, God will cut him off from the midst of His people (order may vary)



    8. the man who sins must bear his own penalty for that sin (accept any answer)



    9. through 12. - that the house of Israel may go no more astray from Me, neither be



        polluted any more with their transgressions, that they may be My people, I may be



        their God (order may vary)



   13.  He would stretch out His hand upon it, He would break the staff of the bread thereof, He would send famine upon it, He would cut off man and beast from it (order may vary)



   14.  Noah, Daniel, Job



   15.  the sword, famine, noisome beast, pestilence (order may vary)



   16.  a remnant, both sons and daughters



    CHAPTER 15



    1.  What is the vine tree more than any tree, or than a branch which is among the trees



        of the forest?



    2.  any vessel thereon



    3.  they shall go out from one fire, and another fire shall devour them



        because they had committed a trespass



    CHAPTER 16



    1. her abominations



    2. in the land of Canaan



    3.  her navel was not cut, not washed in water, not salted at all,, nor swaddled at all,



        none eye pitied her, cast out in the open field (order may vary)



    4.  live



    5.  Israel multiplied as the bud of the field, increased, waxed great (order may vary)



    6.  His skirt



    7.  clothing of broidered work, shod with badgers' skin, girded about with fine linen             



          covered with silk, decked with ornaments, bracelets upon her hands, a chain on her            



          neck, a jewel on her forehead, earrings in her ears, a beautiful crown on her head



            (order may vary)



    8.  beware lest thou forget the Lord



    9.  harlot



   10.  sacrificed them



   11.  the days of her youth when she was naked and bare and polluted in her blood



   12.  Egypt, Assyria



   13.  Canaan, Chaidea



   14.  as women that break wedlock and shed blood are judged



   15.  Samaria, Sodom



   16.  (in any order) pride, fullness of bread, abundance of idleness, did not strengthen



            the hand of the poor and needy, haughty, committed abomination before God



   17.  she had multiplied her abominations more than they



   18.  His covenant with them



   19.  her ways, and be ashamed



    CHAPTER 17



    1.  he had great wings, longwinged, full of feathers, which had divers colours



    2.  Lebanon



    3.  into a land of traffic and set it in a city of merchants



    4.  the seed of the land



    5.  low stature



    6.  he wanted horses and men from Egypt to defend Israel



    7.  he would die



    8.  he despised God's oath and broke His covenant



    9.  that the Lord has brought down the high tree







        CHAPTER 18



        1.  it shall die



        2.  he shall surely live, saith the Lord God



        3.  he shall not live, he shall surely die, his blood shall be upon him (order may vary)



        4.  no (he shall not die for the iniquity of his father)



        5.  no (even he shall die in his sins)



        6.  he shall surely live, he shall not die



        7.  they shall not be mentioned unto him



        8.  that the wicked should die



        9.  they shall not be mentioned



       10.  Is not My way equal? Are not your ways unequal?



       11.  so iniquity shall not be his ruin



       12.  cast away all transgressions, a new heart, a new spirit (order may vary)



       13.  life (and live ye)



        CHAPTER 19



        1.  they brought him with chains unto the land of Egypt



        2.  to catch the prey, and devoured men



        3.  to the king of Babylon



        4.  waters, fruitful, full of branches



        5.  she was plucked up in fury, was cast down to the ground and the east wind dried 



             up her fruit, her strong rods were broken and withered



        6.  her fruit was devoured, she hath no strong rod to be a scepter to rule



        CHAPTER 20



        1. the abominations of their fathers



        2. and 3. - cast ye away every man the abominations of his eyes, defile not yourselves



            with the idols of Egypt



       4.  they rebelled against God



       5.  for His name's sake



       6.  they greatly polluted them



       7.  rebelled against God



       8.  they would be scattered among the heathen and dispersed through the countries



       9.  as I live saith the Lord God, I will not be enquired of by you



     10.  Any 6 of the following: I will bring you out from the people,



           I will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered,



           I will bring you into the wilderness, I will plead with you face to face,



           I will cause you to pass under the rod, I will bring you into the bond of the covenant,



           I will purge out from among you the rebels, I will bring them forth out of the 



           country where they sojourn and they shall not enter into the land of Israel



      11.  serve God



      12.  they shall know that God is the Lord



      13.  their ways and all their doings wherein they have been defiled



      14.  from the south



      CHAPTER 21



       1.  the righteous and the wicked



       2.  sigh with the breaking of his loins and with bitterness sigh before their eyes



    3.  every heart shall melt, all hands shall be feeble, every spirit shall faint,



        all knees shall be weak as water (order may vary)



    4.  to make a sore slaughter



    5.  he made his arrows bright, he consulted with images, he looked in the liver



    6.  for Jerusalem



    7.  he come whose right it is; and I will give it him



    8.  the sword, the sword is drawn: for the slaughter it is furbished to consume



        because of the glittering



       through 11. - they were fuel to the fire, their blood was in the midst of the land,



        they shall be no more remembered (order may vary)



    CHAPTER 22



    1. through 3. - guilty in the blood that they had shed, have defiled themselves in



        their idols which they had made, have caused their days to draw near (order may vary)



    4.  reproach unto the heathen, mocking to all countries



    5.  dross



    6.  gather them in His anger and fury, leave them there and melt them



    7.  her prophets, her priests, her princes, the people of the land (order may vary)



    8.  a man among them



    9.  make up the hedge and stand in the gap before God for the land, that God should



        not destroy it



   10.  poured out His indignation upon them, consumed them with the fire of His wrath,



        recompensed their own way upon their heads



    CHAPTER 23



    1.  Samaria, Jerusalem



    2.  Egypt



    3.  Assyria, Babylonians



    4.  delivered her into the hand of them who hated her



    5.  the righteous men



    6.  and the company shall stone them with stones and dispatch them with their swords;



        they shall slay their sons and their daughters, and burn up their houses with fire



    CHAPTER 24



    1.  a pot



    2.  the choice of the flock



    3.  Scum



    4.  burn, molten in it, consumed



    5.  the desire of his eyes--his wife



    6. through 11. - forbear to cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind the tire of his



           head upon him, put his shoes on his feet, don't cover his lips, don't eat the



           bread of men (order may vary)



   12. Ezekiel was a sign unto Israel



   13. his mouth would be opened to him which Is escaped and he would speak and be no



           more dumb



      CHAPTER 25



    1. the Ammonites



    2. Moab and Seir (Edom)



      3. behold the house of Judah is like unto all the heathen



      4. that I am the Lord



      5. through 7. - they took vengeance against the house of Judah, they greatly offended



           the house of Judah, they revenged themselves upon Israel (order may vary)



      8. His people Israel



      9. the Philistines



      CHAPTER 26



      1. through 3. - He would cause many nations to come up against them, the walls of 



          Tyrus would be destroyed and her towers broken, He would scrape her dust from  



           her and make her like a top of a rock (order may vary)



      4.   Nebuchadnezzar



      5.   all the princes of the sea



      6.   they would be no more



      CHAPTER 27



      1. through 7. - they caused their voice to be heard against them, cried bitterly,



           cast up dust upon their heads, wallowed themselves In the ashes, made themselves



           utterly bald, girded themselves with sackcloth, wept with bitterness of heart



           and bitter wailing (order may vary)



      CHAPTER 28



      1.   heart is lifted up, he said he is a God



      2.   a man



      3.   shall die the deaths of the uncircumcised by the hand of strangers



      4.   wisdom, perfect, beauty



      5.   in Eden the garden of God



      6.   anointed cherub, holy mountain of God



      7.   Iniquity was found in thee



      8.   his heart was lifted up because of his beauty



      9.   and 10. - I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings that they



           may behold thee



      11.  bring forth a fire from the midst of them and it shall devour them



      12.  pestilence, blood



      13.  and they shall know that I am the Lord God



      14.  in their land that God has given
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EZEKIEL III







CHAPTERS 29 - 48







CHAPTER 29 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Chapter 29 is the first of four chapters dealing with God's judgment upon Egypt.  As with other Gentile nations, the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:3) was used as the general criterion for judgment.  Egypt's specific sin of pride and failure to support Israel in her time of need are enumerated in Chapters 29 through 32.







1.   What metaphor did God use to describe Pharaoh in verse 3? ____________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







2.   The Pharaoh was mighty, but God was about to do two things to him. What were they? 



       vv. 4, 5 



       a. __________________________________________________________________







       b. __________________________________________________________________







3.   What metaphor did God use to describe the inhabitants of Egypt in verse 6?



       ____________________________________________________________________



 



4.   When Israel leaned upon Egypt for support, what happened to Egypt?  v. 7



       ____________________________________________________________________







5.   What happened to Israel? v. 7 



       a. __________________________________________________________________







       b. __________________________________________________________________







6.   When God brought His sword against Egypt, the land became ___________________



       and ____________________________________________________________. v. 9







7.   What boast did Pharaoh make (vv. 3, 9) that brought God's judgment upon him?



       ____________________________________________________________________







8.   How long was the land of Egypt to be uninhabited? v. 11 ______________________







9.   Although Egypt was to be rebuilt (vv. 13,14), what limitations did God place upon her future? v. 15 _________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________











10.  Who was to wreak havoc against Egypt? vv. 17-20 ___________________________







11.  What Messianic promise for the last days was given to Israel in verse 21?



        ___________________________________________________________________



        Read Psalm 132.







12. What theme did God choose for the book of Ezekiel? vv. 6,16, 21



       ____________________________________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 30 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







1.   What day was coming upon Egypt? v. 3 ____________________________________



      Read verses 4 and 5, Joel 1:15-20, Zephaniah 1:7, 14-18.







2.   When that day came, what was going to happen to Egypt's allies? v. 6



       ____________________________________________________________________







3.   While Nebuchadnezzar was the Instrument of divine judgment, who worked with him by drying up the rivers and making the land a waste?  vv. 12-19



       ____________________________________________________________________



      Examine the "I wills" of God in verses 12-19.







4.   What did God do to the arm of Pharaoh? v. 21 _______________________________







5.   Was the arm of Pharaoh to be bound up and healed? v. 21 ______________________







      Read verses 21 through 25.







6.   Where was God going to scatter the Egyptians? v. 26 _________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 31 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







God likened Egypt to the great  and powerful nation of Assyria. Like the cedars of Lebanon, both nations stood tall and strong. But pride entered into their hearts and the end result was a great fall.







1.   As a mighty tree, what influence did Assyria have upon other nations (birds and animals)? v. 6 __________________________________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________ 















2.   When Assyria lifted herself up in pride (v. 10), what did God do?  v. 11



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







3.   What effect did the fall of Assyria have on her neighbors? v. 16



       ____________________________________________________________________







4.   How low did Assyria fall because of the judgment hand of God? v. 16



      ____________________________________________________________________ 







5.   Even as Assyria was brought low, what was God about to do to Egypt?  v. 18



      ____________________________________________________________________  







EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 32 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







God told Ezekiel to begin a song of mourning for Egypt because she was about to die.







1.   Before God's judgment, Egypt was like a ______________________________ of the



      nations and as a ________________________________________ in the seas. v. 2







2.   After God's judgment, Egypt was to be  food for all the ________________________



      of the heaven. v. 4







3.   What did God spoil in the land of Egypt? v. 12 _______________________________







Verses 17 through 32 give a description of Pharaoh and the inhabitants of Egypt as they were cast into the underworld of hell.  The verses are highly poetical and were probably sung to Ezekiel’s listeners.











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 33 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







This chapter repeats the message found in Chapter 3. As a prophet, Ezekiel had a responsibility to warn Israel of impending danger, while his hearers had a responsibility to obey those warnings.







1.   What responsibility did God's watchman have when he saw the sword of judgment coming upon the land? v. 3 ______________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







2.   If a man refused to listen to God's servant and he died, what happened to his blood? v. 4



      ____________________________________________________________________







God said that the man who was found in iniquity must be warned of impending judgment.  Read verses 6 through 9.



3.   In what did God take no pleasure? v. 11 ____________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







4.   The righteousness of the righteous _________________________________________



       _________________________________ .  But, if a wicked man should turn from his 



      wickedness, he shall not _________________________________________ . v. 12







      What was involved in the steps of repentance? vv. 14,15







5.   ___________________________________ 6. _______________________________







7.   ___________________________________ 8. _______________________________







9.   ____________________________________________________________________







10. What happened to the sins of a wicked man who repented of his evil?  v. 16



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







Because Israel would not accept God's message of salvation through repentance and faith, they perished.  Read verse 20.







11. What message was brought to Ezekiel concerning the city of Jerusalem?   v. 21



       ____________________________________________________________________



 



12.  After three years of being unable to speak, except as God spoke through him, what happened to Ezekiel? v. 22 ______________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







God left only the poorest of the land in Israel; however, these Israelites did not consider God's judgment on sin, but became busy claiming the properties of those whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away (v. 24).  Like the captives, the poor Israelites were guilty of the same sins (vv. 25-27), and God pronounced judgment upon them (vv. 27-29).







13.  Although the prophecies of Ezekiel concerning the city of Jerusalem had come to pass, how were the exiles speaking about Ezekiel's ministry? v. 30



        ___________________________________________________________________



 



14.  The exiles would come to hear the words of Ezekiel, but they would not __________ 



        _________________________________________________________. vv. 31,32



















EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 34 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Part of the blame for Israel’s dispersion lay upon the shoulders of the leaders, called shepherds.  God contrasted the wicked shepherds of Israel (vv. 1-8) with the Good Shepherd that was to come (vv. 11-31).







1.   Instead of feeding God's flock, who were the shepherds of Israel feeding? v. 2



      ____________________________________________________________________







     How were the shepherds of Israel feeding themselves? v. 3







2.   ___________________________________3. _______________________________







4.   ___________________________________







The shepherds of Israel were guilty of both wrong actions and inaction’s. What  did they neglect to do? v. 4







5.   ____________________________________________________________________







6.   ____________________________________________________________________







7.   ____________________________________________________________________







8.   ____________________________________________________________________







9.   ____________________________________________________________________







10. Without true shepherds, what happened to the sheep of Israel? v. 5



       ____________________________________________________________________







        Judgment fell upon the false shepherds of Israel.  Read verse 10.







11.  What was God going to do for the lost sheep of Israel? v. 11 ___________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







        What two promises did God give to Israel in verse 13?







12.   ___________________________________________________________________







13.   ___________________________________________________________________







       Notice the "I wills" of God in verses 13 through 16.











14.  After God judged the shepherds (vv. 1-10), who was judged in verses 17-19?



       ____________________________________________________________________







15.  In the last days, what Shepherd will God set over His flock? v. 23 _______________



       ___________________________________________________________________







        Read Isaiah 42:1, John 10:7-14,, and Philippians 2:7-11.







16.  In the last days, what kind of covenant will God make with Israel?   v. 25







       Some of the benefits of God's end-time covenant with Israel are spelled out in verses 25 through 31.







EZEKIEL   CHAPTER 35 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







The restoration of Israel to her homeland (Palestine) presupposed the judgment and removal of those who occupied her lands.  Mount Seir was one such enemy.  Chapter 35 deals with this judgment.







What three reasons did God give for judging mount Seir? vv. 5, 10







1.   ____________________________________________________________________







2.   ____________________________________________________________________







3.   ____________________________________________________________________











4.   In boasting of possessing Israel, against whom was mount Seir speaking?   v. 13



      ____________________________________________________________________ 







5.   When the whole earth rejoices with Israel in the millennium" what will be the status of mount Seir? vv. 7, 9, 12, 14 _____________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 36 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







In Chapter 36, Ezekiel was given the understanding that the land of Israel was to be restored and her people transformed.







1.   When God scattered the children of Israel to the four corners of the earth, what did her enemies say about the high places? v. 2



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







2.   How did God react to the proud boastings of Israel's enemies? v. 5



       ___________________________________________________________________







      What three-fold promise did God make to Israel in verse 9?







3.   ___________________________________  4. ______________________________







5.   ___________________________________







6.   How do the former blessings from God compare with blessings yet to come? v. 11



      ____________________________________________________________________ 



      ____________________________________________________________________







7.   God poured out His wrath on Israel because of their sins (vv. 16-20). Why was God now going to restore the household of Israel? v. 21



        ___________________________________________________________________







8.   How was God going to cleanse His people? v. 25 _____________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







9.   What two gifts of grace was Israel to receive? v. 26







       a. ________________________________ b. _______________________________







10.  How was God going to transform Israel’s rebellious heart of stone?   v. 26



        ___________________________________________________________________







11.  With a new heart and a new spirit within, Israel will walk in God's _______________ 



        __________________ and keep His ___________________________________ and 



        _________________________________ . v. 27







12.  Where will Israel dwell in that day? v. 28 ___________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________ 







13.  The desolate land of Israel shall become like ____________________________ v. 35







14.  In the day of Israel’s restoration, what will both Israel and the heathen nations know? 



       vv. 36, 38 ___________________________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 37 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







In the previous chapter, God made many promises concerning Israel’s future restoration.  But Israel had been in captivity for more than ten years.  Hope was all but gone.  Then, in Chapter 37, Ezekiel was given a vision of a valley of dry bones.



1.   What question did God ask Ezekiel in verse 3? _______________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







2.   Although Ezekiel would not venture an opinion to God's question, what command was 



       he given? v. 4 _________________________________________________________



       



      What 7 things were to happen to the bones as a result of Ezekiel’s prophecy? vv. 5, 6







3.   __________________________________ 4. ________________________________







5.   __________________________________ 6. ________________________________







7.   __________________________________ 8. ________________________________







9.   ____________________________________________________________________







10.  Although Ezekiel heard a noise and saw a great shaking of the bones, what did the bones lack? v. 8 ______________________________________________________







       What effect did Ezekiel’s prophecy to the wind have upon the lifeless bones? v. 10







11.   ________________________________ 12. ________________________________







13.   ________________________________ 14. ________________________________







15.  What nation did this vision concern?  v. 11 _________________________________







This vision is in the process of being fulfilled today.  First there must be the joining together of the individual bones and then will come the life-giving breath of God.







16. Who did the two sticks in Ezekiel’s hand represent? v. 19







       a. _________________________________ b. ______________________________







       The restoration of all the twelve tribes of Israel is foretold in verses 15-28.







17.   The children of Israel were to become one _________________________ in the land 



        of Israel with one _________________________________ ruling over them. v. 22







18.  What king will once again rule over Israel? v. 24 _____________________________







19.  Where will Israel dwell in that day? v. 25 ___________________________________







20.  What place of worship will once again be set up? v. 27 ________________________







21.  What will the heathen know in that day? v. 28 _______________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________ 











EZEKIEL   CHAPTER 38 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







The most devastating battle Israel will ever face is yet to come.  In Chapters 38 and 39, God lifts the curtain of time and gives us a glimpse of this awesome battle.  It is a battle that will be directed against Israel alone.







1.   Ezekiel is instructed to set his face against ________________________ , the land of   



       _________________________ ,  the chief prince of ______________________  and  



       _____________________________________ .  v. 2







2.   What is God's attitude toward this prince and his land?  v. 3 ____________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, is to be joined in battle against Israel by the nations listed in verses 5 and 6. These countries correspond to the points of a compass.







3.   When is this mighty army to be assembled? v. 8 ______________________________







4.   The invasion of Israel will come like a ________________________________ , like a



       _______________________________ that covers the land. v. 9







5.   What will be the thought of this army? v. 10 _________________________________







Verses 12 through 15 explain why these ungodly nations will come against Israel.  They also identify the country responsible for this invasion as lying to the north of Israel.







6.   Who is responsible for bringing these nations against Israel? v. 17 



        ___________________________________________________________________ 







7.   When God sees the invasion of Israel, what will happen to His fury?   v. 18



       ____________________________________________________________________







8.   What will happen in the land of Israel? v. 19 _________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







      Give three descriptive results of God's "great shaking" in the land of Israel. v. 20







9.   ___________________________________10. ______________________________







11.  ___________________________________________________________________



12.  What will happen to every man's sword? v. 21 _______________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________ 







EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 39 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Chapter 39 is an expansion of the prophecy found in the previous chapter.  Gog and his forces will be overthrown by God himself. 







1.   What effect will the overthrow of Gog (vv. 2-6) have upon the nations?   v. 6



        ___________________________________________________________________







2.   How many years will Israel be gathering up the implements of war formed against her? 



      v. 9 _________________________________________________________________







Through God's help, Israel will take the spoil of the spoilers and rob those who had robbed her.  Read verse 10.







3.   How many months will it take Israel to bury the carcasses of her enemies? v. 12



       ____________________________________________________________________  







4.   Who will feast upon the flesh of Gog and his armies? v. 17







      a. _________________________________ b. _______________________________







5.   What will God set among the heathen? v. 21 _________________________________







6.   What will the heathen nations learn about Israel’s past captivity?   v. 23



       ____________________________________________________________________







7.   Although God had His face turned from His children in times past, what promise did God give Israel in verse 29?



       ____________________________________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 40 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Chapters 40-48, Ezekiel’s final vision, deal with millennial Israel. Whereas Israel’s past sins caused the glory of the Lord to depart from her, Israel’s repentance and restoration will usher in a new age of glory.  God once again will dwell among His people.







1.   Who was the "man" that escorted Ezekiel through the new temple in Jerusalem? v. 3 



       __________________________________________ Read Dan. 10:6; Rev. 1:13-18.







2.   With whom was Ezekiel told to share this vision? v. 4 _________________________



       ___________________________________________________________________



3.   What measurement did the man of verse 3 use as he moved about the temple? v. 5



       ___________________________________________________________________



      A cubit is approximately 18 inches, and a hand breadth is 3 inches.







Chapters 40:5 to 42:20 describe the new temple in Jerusalem.  The details given are so complete that an architect of today would be able to accurately draw these building plans.  Please examine carefully the chart in Chapter 42 and the drawing in the back of this booklet.







4.   Give the location of the three gates found in the outer court. vv. 6, 20, 24  



      a. ______________________ b._____________________ c. ___________________







5.   What part of the temple did Ezekiel see in verses 28-47? _______________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







6.   Besides the little chambers, posts, arches and windows, what other furnishing was found by each gate? v. 39 _______________________________________________







7.   What three offerings are to be offered on these tables? v. 39







       a. _____________________ b. ____________________  c. ___________________











EZEKIEL   CHAPTER 41 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







The temple Ezekiel saw had three parts: the porch, the nave, and the most holy place.  The description given us is reminiscent of Solomon's temple.  Read I Kings 6.







1.   What part of the temple did the angel of the Lord measure in verses 5-12?



       ____________________________________________________________________







2.   How many of these rooms in order were there? v. 6 ___________________________







3.   What did the angel of the Lord measure next? vv. 13-15 _______________________







Like Solomon's temple, everything in Israel’s new temple will be perfect with nothing out of place.  The remaining verses give a further description of the temple's decorations and furnishings.











EZEKIEL   CHAPTER 42 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







In Chapter 42, Ezekiel was given more details concerning the priests' chambers and the outer court.







1.   Study the chart on the next page, giving special attention to the rooms indicated; then place an X in the box.  [ ]







       For what purpose will the priests use the north and south chambers?   v. 13







2.   ___________________________________ 3. _______________________________







4.   ___________________________________ 5. _______________________________







6.   ___________________________________







7.   The outer wall serves as a separation between what -two parts of the temple? v. 20



       ____________________________________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 43    READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Thus far, Ezekiel had been shown the outer court area.  Then the Lord  escorted Ezekiel into the inner court.







1.    What did Ezekiel see as he looked through the eastern gate? v. 2



        ___________________________________________________________________







2.    Had Ezekiel seen a vision such as this before? v. 3 ___________________________



       Read Ezekiel 1:28.







3.    What filled the temple? v. 5 _____________________________________________







4.    The temple in Jerusalem is once again to be the place of God's __________________ 



        ___________________ and the place of the ___________________________ . v. 7







5.    For God to dwell among His people, what must Israel put away? v. 9



       ____________________________________________________________________







6.    The house (temple) of God was to be shown to Israel "that they may be ___________ 



        ________________________ it of their ____________________________. ”  v. 10







7.    What did God measure and describe in verses 13-17? _________________________







8.    For what use is the altar in the new temple intended? v. 18 _____________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







9.    Who will officiate at this new altar? v. 19 ___________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







Verses 19-27 describe the renewal of the Old Testament sacrifices that God gave to Israel.  It would appear from these verses that in the millennial kingdom to come, the Old Testament sacrifices will be instituted once again.











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 44 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Ezekiel was once again taken back to the eastern gate.  The gate had been closed and was not to be opened until a later date.







1.   Why was the eastern gate closed? v. 2 ______________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







2.   In the future, who will be allowed entrance through this gate? v. 3



      ____________________________________________________________________  







3.   As Ezekiel was ushered through the northern gate, he saw the glory of the Lord.  What did Ezekiel do? v. 4 ____________________________________________________







4.   What kind of attention was Ezekiel to give to the instructions of the Lord? v. 5     



       a. __________________________________________________________________



       b. __________________________________ c. _____________________________







5.   What reminder did God give Israel in verse 6? _______________________________







      In past times, Israel polluted the sanctuary of the Lord with strangers and aliens.







6.   Who will be excluded from the new temple? v. 9  a. ___________________________







      b. ___________________________________ c. _____________________________







7.   What duty will God give to the Levites who went astray from His laws?   v. 11



       ____________________________________________________________________







8.   Why are these priests barred from the inner ministry of the sanctuary?  v. 12



        ___________________________________________________________________







9.   What priests are eligible to minister in the holy place? v. 15 



       ____________________________________________________________________







10.  What kind of clothing are the sons of Zadok to wear when they enter into the inner court of the temple? v. 18







       a. __________________________________ b. _____________________________







11.  Are the sons of Zadok to wear the same clothing in the outer court?   v. 19



        ___________________________________________________________________







12.  Are the sons of Zadok free to marry whomever they wish? v. 22 ________________







       What teaching responsibilities are given to these priests? v. 23







13.   ___________________________________________________________________







14.   ___________________________________________________________________







       Other duties given to the sons of Zadok are listed in verses 24-31.











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 45 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Chapter 45 gives an allotment of land to the priesthood which will be used for the support of Israel’s priests.  Please examine the diagram on next page.







1.   For what will the first portion of land be given?  vv. 2, 3 _______________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







2.   Who will receive the portion of land on the left and on the right of the  holy portion? vv. 7-12 ____________________________________________________________







      This is the ruling class of Israel.







      What commandments does God give these rulers? v. 9







3.   ___________________________________ 4. _______________________________







5.   ___________________________________







Carefully read the other charges   God makes to Israel’s ruling class in verses 10 and 17.  In verses 18-25, God gives the children of Israel three festivals that they are to observe during the millennium.







6.   When is the new year festival to be held? v. 18 _______________________________







7.   What festival is to be observed in verse 21? _________________________________







8.   When is the feast of tabernacles to be held?  v. 25 ____________________________







9.   How long is this festival to last? v. 25 ______________________________________



[See Allotment of the Land Chart]



EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 46    READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







In Chapter 46, Ezekiel was given special regulations for the rulers and the common people of Israel to follow.







1.   What is the only day of the week that the eastern gate will be opened? v. 1



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







2.   Who is to stand at this gate while his burnt offerings and peace offerings are being presented to God? v. 2 _________________________________________________







3.   Who else will be allowed to worship at this gate during the millennium?   v. 3



       ____________________________________________________________________







      The mandatory offerings to God are listed in verses 4-11.







4.   Is provision made for the prince if he wishes to make a voluntary offering? v. 12_____ 



      If yes, where is the prince to go? __________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







5.   How often are the burnt offerings to be made to the Lord? v. 13 _________________







6.   How often are the meat offerings to be made to the Lord?  v. 14 _________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







       Special gift offerings are covered in verses 16-18.







Ezekiel's guide led the prophet around the outer courts and kitchen areas where the priests will boil the trespass and sin offerings and bake the meat offerings.  Read verses 19-24, taking special note of how organized God has laid out His temple where preparation for the various holy sacrifices will be made.







EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 47 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Ezekiel's final vision includes a look at the holy waters of God which flow from the temple to the Dead Sea.  This stream of water makes the land of Israel blossom like a garden and changes the saltiness of the Dead Sea into a fresh living sea.







1.   In what direction do these living waters flow? v. 1 ____________________________







2.   As Ezekiel’s heavenly guide measures the depth of these waters, how deep do they become? vv. 3-5     a. __________________________________________________



       b. _________________________________ c. ______________________________



       d. __________________________________________________________________







3.   What lines the banks of this river? v. 7 _____________________________________







4.   What effect does this river have upon the Dead Sea? v. 8 _______________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







5.   What effect do these holy waters have on the living? v. 9 _______________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







6.   The fruit from the trees are for meat, while the leaves of the trees will be for ________ 



       ______________________________________________________________ . v. 12







Verses 13-21 give the boundaries of the land of Israel during the millennial kingdom. Read these verses along with Genesis 15:18 and Deuteronomy 11:24.







7.   How will the land of Israel be divided? v. 22 _________________________________







8 .  Will a stranger be given an inheritance in this land? vv. 22, 23 ___________________







EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 48 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







In Chapter 48, the twelve tribes of Israel are given an apportionment of the land.  The tribe of Levi is not mentioned because they receive their inheritance in the "holy oblation." Please refer to the chart in Chapter  45 .







List the names of the seven tribes that receive their inheritance on the north side of the "holy oblation." vv. 1-7







1.   ________________ 2. _________________ 3. ______________ 4. ______________







5.   ________________ 6. _________________ 7.







     The tribe of Levi receives the "holy oblation" with the Lord. vv. 8-20.







    List the five final tribes that receive their inheritance on the south side of the "holy oblation." vv. 21-29







8.   _____________________ 9. ______________________ 10. ___________________







11.  ____________________ 12. _____________________







13. There will be twelve gates to the new city of Jerusalem.  What names will these gates bear? v. 31 __________________________________________________________







14. What will Jerusalem come to be called? v. 35 ________________________________



       ___________________________________________________________________



I have answered all questions to the best of my ability.











Name _____________________________________







Address ___________________________________







 __________________________________________







Date ______________________________________















































































































































EZEKIEL III   ANSWER KEY



TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE: 210



1 point for each blank







     CHAPTER 29



     1.   the great dragon that lieth in the midst of his rivers



     2.   put hooks in their jaws, leave them thrown into the wilderness



     3.   a staff of reed



     4.   when they took hold of thee by thy hand, thou didst break



     5.   rend all their shoulder, made all their loins to be at a stand



     6.   desolate, waste



     7.   my river is mine own, I have made it for myself



     8.   40 years



     9.   it shall be the basest of the kingdoms; neither shall it exalt itself any more above



          the nations: for I will diminish them, that they shall no more rule over the nations



    10.   Nebuchadnezzar



    11.   in that day will I cause the horn of the house of Israel to bud forth



    12.   and they shall know that I am the Lord



     CHAPTER 30



     1.   the day of the Lord



     2.   they also that uphold Egypt shall fall



     3.   God



     4.   broke it



     5.   no



     6.   among the nations



     CHAPTER 31



     1.   all the fowls of heaven made their nests in his boughs, and under his branches did



          the beasts of the field bring forth their young



     2.   delivered him into the hand of the mighty one of the heathen



     3.   God made the nations to shake at the sound of his fall



     4.   down to he]] with them that descend into the pit



     5.   bring Egypt down wi
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EZEKIEL  1



CHAPTERS  1-11







INTRODUCTION







A.   The Book







The prophecies of Ezekiel span a period of about 22 years--from seven years before the city of Jerusalem was destroyed until about fifteen years afterward.  Ezekiel lived and prophesied in Babylon during the entire period of his ministry.  



Before the fall of Jerusalem, Ezekiel pleaded with God's chosen people to repent of their sins, to stop trusting in the Egyptians for deliverance from the Babylonian yoke, and to know that the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple was inevitable.



After the fall of Jerusalem, Ezekiel spoke to the exiled Jews about God's promises of future deliverance, the restoration to their land, and the assurance of future blessings.







B.   The Theme







No fewer than seventy times, Ezekiel presents with only slight variation the message, "They shall know that I am Jehovah."







C.   The Prophet







Ezekiel was both a priest and a prophet.  He was one of ten thousand captives taken to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar during the time of King Zedekiah's reign in Judah.  His messages date from 593 to 571 B.C. Please refer to the historical chart below.







D.   Outline and Content of the Book







I.     Chapters 1-3       The call of Ezekiel



II.    Chapters 4-24      The disobedience and judgment of Jerusalem and the nation



III.   Chapters 25-32     The disobedience and judgment of Gentile nations



IV.   Chapters 33-48     The restoration of Israel



Following page (  Historical  Chart  (  The  Book  of  Ezekiel



1.   Study the historical chart on previous page and then place an X in the box.  [ ]







EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 1 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







The book of Ezekiel opens with a vision of the chariot-throne of God and a description of four living creatures who stand in the presence of God.







1.   How old was Ezekiel when God began to speak to him by vision? v. 1 ____________







     This was the age that an Old Testament priest began his public ministry.







2.   Where was Ezekiel when the heavens were opened? ___________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







3.   When the heavens were opened, what did Ezekiel see? _________________________







4.   As Ezekiel watched the whirlwind coming out of the north like a mighty electrical storm, what did he observe? v. 5 _________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







5.   What was the appearance of these heavenly creatures? v. 5 _____________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







      Ezekiel has also given us nine descriptive characteristics of these living creatures.  List them. vv. 6-9







6.   ____________________________________________________________________







7.   ____________________________________________________________________







8.   ____________________________________________________________________







9.   ____________________________________________________________________







10.  ____________________________________________________________________







11.  ____________________________________________________________________







12.  ____________________________________________________________________







13.  ____________________________________________________________________







14.  ____________________________________________________________________











      What were the four faces of these living creatures like? v. 10







15.  __________________________________ 16. ______________________________







17.  __________________________________ 18. ______________________________







19.  Where did these four living creatures go? v. 12 ______________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







     In verses 13 and 14, Ezekiel gives us six more descriptions of these heavenly creatures.    



     List them.







20.  __________________________________  21. ______________________________







22.  __________________________________  23. ______________________________







24.  __________________________________  25. ______________________________







26.  What gave these living creatures their quick movement? vv. 15,16,19



        ___________________________________________________________________







Ezekiel identified these living creatures later as cherubim.  Read 10-20.  Other Old Testament scriptures seem to indicate that the cherubim form a chariot-throne upon which the glory of God rides.  Read Psalm 18:10 and I Chronicles 28:18.







27.  Ezekiel not only saw four living creatures, but above the firmament that was over their heads, what two things did Ezekiel see? v. 26







       a. ________________________________  b. _______________________________







       What three things did Ezekiel see around the throne and the man? vv. 27,28







28.  __________________________________  29. ______________________________







30.  ____________________________________________________________________







      Compare Ezekiel’s vision of God with Exodus 19 and 24, Isaiah 6, and Revelation 4.







EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 2 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Ezekiel’s initial reaction at seeing the glory of God was to prostrate himself upon the ground.  He was also reminded of his humanity as God addressed him as Son of man.  Ezekiel was commissioned to preach unto the children of Israel.







1.   After he fell upon his face before the presence of God, what command was Ezekiel given? v. 1 ___________________________________________________________







       Ezekiel did not have the strength in himself to stand before Almighty God.  What three things happened in verse 2?







2.    ____________________________________________________________________







3.    ____________________________________________________________________







4.    ____________________________________________________________________







5.   Where was God going to send Ezekiel to minister? v. 3 ________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







      What are the four ways in which God characterized His people in verses 3 and 4?







6.    __________________________________  7. _______________________________







8.    __________________________________  9. _______________________________







10. What was Ezekiel to say to the children of Israel? v. 4 _________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







      Whether or not the children of Israel would heed Ezekiel’s message was not his concern.   



      Read verses 5 and 7.







11.  What did God want the rebellious house of Israel to know? v. 5_________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







12.  God told Ezekiel not to be afraid of two things. What were they? v. 6







       a. _________________________________ b. ______________________________







       God repeated these instructions for emphasis.







13.  What warning did God give Ezekiel in verse 8? _____________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







14.  What other command did God give to Ezekiel? v. 8 __________________________



         ___________________________________________________________________







15.  What was Ezekiel handed in verse 9? ______________________________________











       Three things were written on this scroll.  Name them. v. 10







16.   ______________________17.____________________ 18. ___________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 3 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Ezekiel’s ministry to Israel was to be a bittersweet experience.  The word of God was to be sweetness in his mouth, but Israel’s rejection of his message would bring great sorrow.







1.   Name the two things God commanded Ezekiel to do in verse 1.







      a. _________________________________ b. _______________________________







2.  Although God did not send Ezekiel to a people of strange speech, who spoke a language difficult to learn, Ezekiel’s task of preaching to his own countrymen would be much more difficult.  Why? v. 7



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







       In what two ways did God prepare His servant for this most difficult task? v. 8







3.   ____________________________________________________________________







4.   ____________________________________________________________________







5.   How was Ezekiel to receive the words that God was going to give him for the children of Israel? v. 10 _______________________________________________________







6.   As Ezekiel was lifted up by the Spirit, what did he hear behind him?  v. 12



       ____________________________________________________________________







7.   What did this voice say? v. 12 ____________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







      After Ezekiel was lifted away from his vision by the Spirit of the Lord, in what physical, 



      emotional and spiritual state was he? v. 14







8.   ___________________________________ 9. _______________________________







10.  ____________________________________________________________________







11.  How long did Ezekiel sit with the Hebrew captives by the river Chebar in  astonishment 



       at what he had just seen? v. 15 ___________________________________________







12.  What happened at the end of the seven days? v. 16 ___________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________ 







13.  God gave Ezekiel the responsibility of being a _____________________________ to the house of Israel; he was commanded to give them __________________ from God. v. 17







14.  If God were to say to a wicked man, "Thou shalt surely die," and God's servant did not give this warning to that wicked man so that he died in his iniquity, how would God hold His servant responsible? v. 18



        ___________________________________________________________________







15.  If God's servant did warn the wicked man, but without result, what would then happen? 



       v. 19 _______________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







16.  If a righteous man fell and God's servant did not give him warning, what would God require of that servant? v. 20 ____________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







17.  What would happen to the works of a righteous man who died in his iniquity? v. 20



        ___________________________________________________________________







18.  Again, Ezekiel was led by God to a place where he saw the glory of the Lord for the second time.  What did God tell Ezekiel to do? v. 24



        ___________________________________________________________________







      What six things were to happen to Ezekiel when he shut himself up in his house? vv. 25, 26







19.  __________________________________ 20. ______________________________







21.  __________________________________ 22. ______________________________







23.  __________________________________ 24. ______________________________







For seven and one half years, until the fall of Jerusalem, Ezekiel did not leave his house 



nor speak, except for the times God spoke through him in prophecy.  Read Ezekiel 33:22.







25. "But when I speak with thee, ____________________________________________ , 



       and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God." v. 27







26. What did God continually call the household of Israel? _________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 4 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Chapter 4 begins the second division of Ezekiel’s book and continues through chapter 24.  In this particular chapter, Ezekiel’s first warning to the children of Israel of God’s coming judgment came through a pictorial drama that he probably acted out in the doorway of his home.







1.   What did God command Ezekiel to do with a clay tile? v. 1 _____________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







       After Ezekiel drew a picture of Jerusalem on the clay tile, what five things was he to 



       do? v. 2







2.   ___________________________________ 3. _______________________________







4.   ___________________________________ 5. _______________________________







6.   ____________________________________________________________________







7.   What was Ezekiel to do with an iron pan? v. 3 _______________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







8.   This visible drama was to be a sign to ___________________________________ v. 3







9.   How many days was Ezekiel to lie on his left side? v. 5 ________________________







10.  This time on Ezekiel’s left side represented the iniquity of __________________ v. 4







11.  How many days was Ezekiel to lie on his right side? v. 6 ______________________







12.  The time on Ezekiel’s right side symbolized the sins of _____________________ v. 6







13.  God was going to lay a severe siege against Israel and Judah. How much time did each day represent when Ezekiel lay on his side? v. 6 _________________________







14.  Like a soldier ready for battle, Ezekiel’s arms were to be ___________________ v. 7







15.  Concerning the many days that Ezekiel was to lie on his side, he was not to turn from one side to the other until ______________________________________________  



        ________________________________________________________________ v 8







16.  What was Ezekiel’s diet to consist of during the 390 days? v. 9



        a._____________________ b. ___________________ c. ____________________







       d._____________________ e. ___________________ f. _____________________



17.  These ingredients were to be placed in one vessel and made into bread. How much food was Ezekiel commanded to eat each day? v. 10



        ___________________________________________________________________







        Twenty shekels is about eight ounces.







18.  How much water was Ezekiel to drink each day? v. 11 ________________________







       One hin is equal to one gallon.







19.  Ezekiel was to eat defiled bread because the children of Israel would soon be forced to do the same.  Where was Israel going to be eating their defiled bread? v. 13



        ___________________________________________________________________







Although God originally wanted Ezekiel to cook his food over human dung, Ezekiel complained because he was a priest and had kept the Mosaic law since birth.  God then substituted cow dung.







20.  In exile, the house of Israel would eat bread ________________________________ ,         



       and with ______________________ ; and they would drink water by ____________



       _______________________ and with _______________________________ . v. 16







21. All of this misery was the product of their ______________________________ v. 17







EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 5 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







The household of Israel was not only going to suffer a severe siege, but also humiliation, disgrace and mourning.



What four things was Ezekiel to do with the hair of his head and beard?   vv. 2, 3







1.   ____________________________________________________________________







2.   ____________________________________________________________________







3.   ____________________________________________________________________







4.   ____________________________________________________________________







5.   What changes did the children of Israel make in God's judgments and statutes? v. 6







6.   In what two pathways had Israel refused to walk? v. 6







      a.. __________________________________ b. _____________________________







        Because of Israel’s refusal to walk in the ways of the Lord, God was going to do to Israel that which He had never done to other nations.  Read verses 7 through 9.







7.   What would the fathers of Israel do to their sons? v. 10 _______________________







8.   What would the sons of Israel do to their fathers? v. 10 _______________________







      Because God's sanctuary had been filled with detestable things, what three-fold effect 



      would this have upon the household of Israel? v. 11







9.   ____________________________________10. _____________________________







11.  ___________________________________







When Ezekiel shaved his head and beard, he divided the hair into three parts.  Verse 12 gives the interpretation of this action.  What was its meaning?







12.   ___________________________________________________________________







13.   ___________________________________________________________________







14.   ___________________________________________________________________







Only the Israelites represented by the few strands of hair in Ezekiel’s skirt would be protected as God's remnant.



       What effect would this destruction have upon God? v. 13







15.   ___________________________________________________________________







16.   ___________________________________________________________________







17.   ___________________________________________________________________







18.  Israel was to become a _____________________________ among the nations. v. 14







19.  What five things was God going to send upon His people as judgment for their sins? 



        v. 17 



        a.____________________ b. _____________________ c. ____________________            



       d. ____________________ e. _____________________











EZEKIEL   CHAPTER 6 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







God's pronouncement of judgment was first upon the city of Jerusalem. Now, in chapter 6, God turns His attention to the mountains of Israel where His children were practicing all manner of idolatrous worship.







1.   Where was God's sword of judgment about to fall next? v. 3







       a. ___________________ b. ____________________ c. ______________________   



       d. ___________________







In the destruction of Israel’s high places of pagan worship, what would happen to their altars, images, and men? v. 4







2.   ___________________________________ 3. _______________________________



4.   ____________________________________________________________________







5.   What would God do to the dead carcasses of the children of Israel? v. 5



       ____________________________________________________________________







6.   What would surround their false altars? v. 5 _________________________________







Israel was about to reap the bounty of her iniquity--cities laid waste, high places made desolate, idols broken, the work of her hands abolished. These things would occur so Israel would know that God is the Lord.  Read verses 4 through 7.







7.   What promise did God give to His remnant? v. 8 _____________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________ 







8.   What would this small remnant remember while living among the Gentile nations? v. 9



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







9.   What kind of attitude would the remnant have toward themselves? v. 9



       ____________________________________________________________________







10.  Once again, the theme of the book of Ezekiel is recorded in verse 10.



       Write out this verse. ___________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







11. What did God command Ezekiel to do in verse 11? ___________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







        By clapping his hands and stomping his feet, Ezekiel demonstrated the remorse and contempt God had for the sins of Israel and for the impending judgment.







12.  He that is far all shall die of the ________________________________ ; and he that



       is near shall ________________________________________________ ; and he that         



       remaineth and is besieged shall _____________________________________ . v. 12







In the day of  God's outpoured wrath, the bodies of Israel’s men would be found in every conceivable place and the land of Israel would be made more desolate than the wilderness.







EZEKIEL   CHAPTER 7 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Ezekiel’s message of impending judgment in chapter 7 was given four or five years before the final overthrow of Jerusalem by King Nebuchadnezzar. Israel’s punishment for her iniquity was to be exile in a foreign land.







1.   What was the message Ezekiel received from the Lord? v. 2 ____________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







      Three times in the opening verses of this chapter God proclaimed that the end had come. vv. 2, 3, 6



       God gave His people a three-point message.  What are the three points?  vv. 3, 8







2.   ____________________________________ 3. ______________________________







4.   ____________________________________________________________________







5.   The eye of the Lord shall not _______________________________________ neither        



      will I have ____________________________________________________ . vv. 4, 9







        Like the rapid fire of artillery, verses 5 through 7 record the word “come” six times.  



        God's justice must be avenged quickly.







6.   What had risen up into a rod of wickedness? v. 11 ____________________________







7.   Although a battle cry would be sounded because of danger, what would happen? v. 14



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







8.   The _____________________ is without, and the ______________________ and the                             



       ________________________ within: he that is in the fields shall ________________ 



       ________________________ and he that is in the city, ____________________ and 



       ________________________ shall _______________________________ him. v. 15







9.   What two things would everyone have in common? v. 17







      a. _________________________________ b. _______________________________











      In the "day of trouble," what four things would God's people do? v. 18







10. __________________________________ 11. _______________________________







12. __________________________________ 13. ______________________________







14.  Many of God's people were trusting in their silver and gold to deliver them in the day of the Lord's wrath.  But when that day came, what would happen to their silver and gold? v. 19 __________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







15. What would happen to Israel’s beautiful ornaments and expensively decked idols? vv. 20, 21 ______________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







16.  What would happen to the temple in Jerusalem? v. 22 _________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







17.  Because the land of Israel was full of bloody crimes and the city was full of violence, what kind of nation was God going to bring against His people? v. 24



        ___________________________________________________________________







18.  What would God's people seek but not find? v. 25 ____________________________







19.  In verse 26, what would God's people seek but not find? ______________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







Verses 26 and 27 show that no one in Israel, neither rich nor poor, would have an answer in the day of trouble.







EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 8 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Fourteen months after his first vision, Ezekiel was once again caught up in the Spirit.  This particular vision begins in chapter 8 and continues through chapter 11.  Refer to the historical chart.



Ezekiel had already become recognized as a true prophet of God, for the elders of Judah (the religious leaders) were in his house for instruction at the time of God's visitation.







1.   Where was Ezekiel suspended when the Spirit lifted him up? v. 3 ________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







2.   Where did the Spirit of the Lord take him? v. 3 ______________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________











The northern gate was used by the kings of Judah as they passed from the royal palace to the temple, and it led from the inner court to the outer court.







3.   What did Ezekiel see as he looked through this gateway? v. 3 ___________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







      This image was of Asherah, the Canaanite goddess. Read II Kings 21:7.







4.   Although the children of Israel had placed a heathen idol in the temple of the Lord, what else did Ezekiel see through this gateway? v. 4



       ____________________________________________________________________







5.   God next brought Ezekiel to the door of the court where he saw a hole in the wall. When Ezekiel began to dig in the wall, what did he see?  v. 8



        ___________________________________________________________________







6.   Upon opening this door, Ezekiel saw what the men of Israel had been worshipping.  What was behind this door? v. 10 _________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________ 



        ___________________________________________________________________







7.   How many men (leaders of Israel) did Ezekiel see, with censer in hand, worshipping these animals? v. 11 ___________________________________________________







8.   Ezekiel’s guide told him that these men worshipped false gods not only in the temple, but also in the chambers ____________________________________________ v. 12







9.   Greater abomination than this was taking place with the women. Why were the daughters of Israel weeping? v. 14 _________________________________________________







Tammuz was the Sumerian god of vegetation and fertility.  His Greek name Adonis was derived from the Hebrew word "Lord." Tammuz was supposedly killed by a wild boar, and his death represented the onset of winter.  Thus, the Israelite women were mourning him in the gate of God's temple.







10. What were the 25 men between the porch and the altar worshipping? v. 16



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







11. Because of these abominations in the temple of the Lord, what pronouncement did God make upon His people? v. 18 ________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________ 















EZEKIEL   CHAPTER 9 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







The idolatry of the inhabitants of Jerusalem in chapter 8 brought about the slaughter of God's people.  But, although God poured out His wrath upon Israel, a faithful remnant was saved.







1.   God cried to seven angelic executioners. What did six of these men have in their hands? v. 2 _________________________________________________________________







2.   What did the seventh man have by his side? v. 2 ______________________________







3.   Before judgment went forth, what happened to the glory of the Lord?  v. 3



      ____________________________________________________________________



 



4.  The messenger with the inkhorn was sent through the midst of ___________________ 



     ___________, and set a mark upon the ___________________________________ of



     the men that _______________________ and that _______________________ for all 



     the ___________________________________ that be done in  the midst thereof. v. 4







5.   What were the six executioners  commanded to do in verse 5? __________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







6.   What five classes of people were these executioners commanded to destroy? v. 6 



       a. _________________________________ b. ______________________________







       c. _________________________________ d. ______________________________ 



       



       e. _________________________________







7.   Who would escape this great slaughter? v. 6 _________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







8.   While the angelic executioners were slaying the majority of the children of Israel, what did Ezekiel do? v. 8 ___________________________________________________







9.   What question did Ezekiel ask the Lord? v. 8 ________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







10. What was God's response? v. 9 ___________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







11. God informed Ezekiel that the land was ____________________________________,



      and the city _______________________________________________________. v. 9







12. What did the man clothed with linen report to God? v. 11 ______________________



       ____________________________________________________________________











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 10 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







In chapter 10, Ezekiel saw a vision of the chariot-throne of God and the judgment of fire of the city of Jerusalem.







1.   What did Ezekiel see above the head of the cherubims? v. 1 _____________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







The throne was empty, for the rider (identified in 1:28 as God, or "the likeness of the glory of the Lord") was speaking to the angelic messenger clothed with linen.







2.   What was the man clothed with linen to take from between the wheels under the cherub? v. 2 __________________________________________________________________







3.   What was to be done with the coals of fire? v. 2 ______________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







4.   After speaking with the man clothed with linen, where did the glory of the Lord go? v. 4



      ____________________________________________________________________







5.   When the glory of the Lord stood over the threshold of the temple, what happened in the house of the Lord and the court? v. 4



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







Verses 9 through 17 are almost identical to the words found in 1:15-18, except that Ezekiel now identifies the living creatures as cherubim.







6.   When the work of the man clothed with linen was accomplished, what happened to the glory of the Lord? v. 18 ________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







7.   At this signal, what did the cherubims do? v. 19 ______________________________



      ____________________________________________________________________







8.   Were the living creatures described in this chapter the same as those Ezekiel saw in his first vision? v. 22 ________________  In what way? _________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 











EZEKIEL  CHAPTER 11 - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST







Ezekiel proclaimed to the children of Israel that one of the signs of God's coming judgment was the departure of God's glory from the city of Jerusalem.







1.   Ezekiel was lifted up by the Spirit and brought to the east side of the temple where he saw 25 men gathered together.  Who were these men? v. 2



      ____________________________________________________________________ 







2.   While God was speaking about impending judgment and death, what were these men saying? v. 3 __________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







3.   What truth does Ezekiel present to us concerning God's omniscience?   v. 5



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







4.   What judgment did these wicked men face? v. 8 ______________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







5.   Although these men were trusting in the protective walls of Jerusalem, what was God about to do? v. 9 ______________________________________________________







6.   Into whose hands would God deliver these rebellious leaders? v. 9 



       ____________________________________________________________________ 







7.   What would these strangers do? v. 9 _______________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________







8.   As Ezekiel was beholding the vision of things yet to come, what happened to Pelatiah, the son of Benaiah? v. 13 _______________________________________________







9.   Ezekiel once again fell upon his face before the Lord. What question did he ask God? v. 13 _______________________________________________________________







10.  What promise did God give to Ezekiel concerning the faithful remnant?  v. 16



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







11.  What promise did God make to the children of Israel that is now being fulfilled? v. 17



        ___________________________________________________________________ 



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







12.  What will happen to all the detestable and abominable things in the day of complete fulfillment? v. 18 _____________________________________________________







The spiritual reformation in Israel will be the direct result of four inward transformations.  List them. v. 19







13.   ___________________________________________________________________







14.   ___________________________________________________________________







15.   ___________________________________________________________________







16.   ___________________________________________________________________







17.  These transformations of the heart will result in five blessings from God. List them. v. 20   



       a. __________________________________  b. _____________________________                               



       c. __________________________________  d. _____________________________                               



       e. __________________________________







18. What will happen to those who refuse to walk in God's statutes or fail to keep His ordinances? v. 21 _____________________________________________________



        ___________________________________________________________________







19. After the chariot-throne of God was lifted up from the city of Jerusalem, and the vision that Ezekiel had seen was lifted from him, what did Ezekiel say to the elders of Israel? v. 25 _______________________________________________________________



       ____________________________________________________________________ 



       ____________________________________________________________________











This concludes Part I of the study in the book of Ezekiel.  Parts II and III are a continuation and should be completed in sequence.  We encourage you to begin Part II as soon as possible to maintain the proper flow of study.















I have answered all questions to the best of my ability.







Name _____________________________________







Address ___________________________________







__________________________________________







Date ______________________________________



EZEKIEL I   ANSWER KEY



TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE: 220



1 point for each blank







INTRODUCTION



      1. X







      


