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Child Safeguardi ng Statennent

Saint i4ary's Speciai Schocl, Drumcar, Co Louth is a prin-rary schooi providing edueaii0'] io pupils

from 4 to i8 years who Dresent with a moderate to severelprofound Inieliectual Disabiiity'

In accordance wiih the requirements oi the Children First 'Act 2015' Children First: National

Guidance for the protection and welfare of Children 2ai7, the Chilci Protection Frocedures for

Primary and Posi Primary Schools 20tr7 and Tusia Guidance on the prepai-ation of Chilc

Safeguardi*g Statements, ihe Board of Management of Saint Mary's Speeiai Schooi has agreed the

Cfritd SafeSuarding Statement set out in this documeni'

t. The Board of Management has adopted ancj will irnplernent fuily and without modification tne

Department's child Protection Procedures for primary and posi-prin:ary schocls 7E!7 as parl

of ifris overa!l Child Safeguarding Statemeni'

2. The Designated Liaison Person {DLP) is: Mr Kevin Toale, school Principal

3" The Deputy Designated Liaison Person {Deputy DLP !s: Ms Kathleen o'Hare, Deputy school

PrinciPal

4.TheBoardofManagementrecognisesthatchilcjpraiectionandwelfareconsidei.ations
pe:.meate all aspects" of school iiie and musi be reflected in ail of the school's Bolicies'

procedures, prr.ii.u. ancj activiiies. The school witl adhere to ihe following orineipies of best

praciice in child protedion and welfare'

The school r+ill:

a. recognise that the proteciion ancj welfare oi children !s of paramount importance'

!p..,..1

regardless of all other considerations
frrtiy compty wiih its statutcry obligations uncier ihe Ch!!d.en Firsi Act 2015 and

oiner .elevant legisiation relating to the pi-oiection a'rd welfare of chi[iren

;utty .o-"p"rate with the relevant staiuiory authorities in relation to child proiection

and welfare maiters
d. adopt saie-practices to minimise ihe possibilily of harm or accldents happening to

chiidren and protect workers fl'o::: the necessity to take unnecessan' r:sks ihai may

leave themseives open tc aecusatlons of abuse e i- negiect

e. oeveiop a pracice of openness trith parents and encourage parentai invoivemeni in

ihe education of their children; anci

f. iully respect ccnfidentiality reeulrements in dealing with child protection matters

The schoal will also adhere to the above principles !n relation to any adult pu*ii vuith a speeia!

vr.:lnerability'

5. The foilowinE procedures/rneasures are in place:

a. :n reiaiion to any member of siaff who is the sub;ect of any investigation

th.*uour.1. oesciiUeo) in respeci of any act, omission or circumstance in respect of

a child attending ihe schooi, the schooi adheres to the relevant prccedures set out

in Chapter ; o; tne ChilC Protection Procedures fot' Frimary and Post-Primary

schools 2at7 and t0 the reievant agreed ciscipiinary proceriures fcr school staff

which are published on the DES website
b. in relation to ihe selection or recruiiment of staff and their suitabiilil' to work with

children, the school adheres to ihe statuiory vetting reouiremenis of the National

LU.


