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TITLE: (Peace   {i-ray'-nay})

(It is well with my soul-Hymn)

TEXT: Ephe. 6:12; Luke 24:36; Jn. 14:27; 2 Co. 4:8-9;

Phil. 4:12; Colo. 3:13-15; Ro. 8:6; Phil. 4:4-9; Is. 32:7

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about

Peace.

There is not a person here this morning that doesn’t desire to have it.
Peace comes from the Greek word:
 1515 eirene {i-ray'-nay}

1) a state of national tranquility
1a) exemption from the rage and havoc of war

2) Peace between individuals, i.e. harmony, concord

5) of Christianity, the tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through Christ, and so fearing nothing from God and content with our earthly lot, of whatsoever sort that is.

 I-ray-nay speaks of a state of tranquility—like exemption from the rage and havoc of war.
  Have you ever experienced that life can be like a battlefield? Full of rage and havoc…many times, anything but tranquil….

 How many of you here this morning have found that peace can be illusive in the world in which we live?

That peace seems often to elude us?

 The fact is the world in which we live is not a very peaceful, a very tranquil place. Just read the daily newspaper or watch the evening news or 20/20 or 60 minutes or dateline…
 Crimes, violence, school shootings, shootings in Churches, wars, earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes, floods….

 Domestic violence, mothers against fathers, fathers against mothers, sisters against brothers and brothers against sisters and brothers against brothers and sisters against sisters….

 The world in which we live is in fact a battlefield. A battlefield where Satan is waging war for the souls of mankind..
Scripture tells us in: 

Ephe 6:12 (NIV) For our struggle (our battle) is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

 What this is saying is that all the battles that we face in this life originate as a battle that is going on in the spiritual realm over the souls of men…

 One of Satan’s primary attack strategies against us as Christians is to rob us of our peace.

It is a strategy that is as old as the battle itself..
 After Jesus had been crucified, and prior to His ascension, the disciples were going through quite a time of trial.

 They were hurting, confused and afraid because of what had happened on the cross.

 Even though Jesus had previously tried to prepare them for that time they never really comprehended what Jesus was saying.

 So we find them early that Sunday morning just after the crucifixion gathered together in an upper room in Jerusalem hiding out.

Then the resurrected Jesus suddenly appears in their midst.

 And this is what He says to them as recorded in….

 Luke 24:36 (NIV) While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with you." 

Jesus’ words to His followers when they were going through this terrible time of trial in their life…

Peace be with you!

 He simply appears to them and says I-ray-nay!

 Peace be with you!

 How this must have triggered in their minds an earlier conversation they had with Jesus …

 A few days before Jesus went into Jerusalem for that last time He sat down with His disciples and tried to prepare them for the events that were about to happen…

 This is what he tells them…..

John 14: 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

Here we have the disciples, who have been hiding out in this upper room, confused and afraid wondering what in the world will happen next. 
  I mean their whole world fell apart for them when their Lord was nailed to that cross.
 They were experiencing many things at this moment and peace was not among them.

Then Jesus appears and says I-ray-nay, peace be with you!

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

I do not give you peace as the world gives you…
 What is the peace that this world has to offer?

Example: it has been almost 75 since the last world war.

Some say that the world for the last 75 years has been basically at peace.

  Well let’s just look at peace then from the world prospective--- we had a cold war that went on for fifty years, the Korean conflict, Viet Nam,

The Falklands, the Persian Gulf, Kosovo, the first gulf war then the second gulf war fighting terrorism in Iraq and Afghanistan and hundreds if not thousands of other “minor conflicts.”

(No conflict or war is minor if you are in the middle of it)

 Yet the world cries peace!

 For many in America the definition of peace is having 

A part of the American dream… A house, two cars, one cat, two dogs, three kids, 4 credit cards, every gadget known to modern man…..

  We have all these things and find that we still don’t have peace so we go out and buy even more things thinking that will do it for us.
 I would feel better about myself and have peace if I just had that new car!

 I would feel better about myself and have peace if I had that new suit or that new dress or that new super duper Xbox!

 I would be at peace if I had a different job!

 I would be at peace if I had a different wife or a different husband or different children!

 The world says that these things will do it for us! That these things will bring us the peace we are searching for.. Just listen to all the commercials on television.
 So we accumulate a house and a garage, fill them with things, trade in our old cars and buy new ones, trade in our old spouse and get a new one, send our hard to raise children to aunt Mildred  and find that we still have no real peace! 

 What we do have is a full charge account and an empty bank account but no real peace.
 We find we have a nice house, two nice cars, new clothes, a new big screen tv, a new job, a new husband or wife and find ourselves in 40,50 or 250 thousand dollars in consumer debt, but we still have no real peace!

  What’s going on? Why? Because none of these things will bring us peace! 
Jesus is the only one, He is the only thing that can give us true peace.

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives

 I ran across a good example of the peace of this world…

 A Man says this about the city of Jerusalem. ... Hardly a day passes in the "holy city" without a riot or a stoning, without cars being torched or firebombs thrown, without attempted lynching or the stabbing of an Israeli by a Palestinian (or vice versa).  After each incident, municipal cleaning machines, marked "CITY OF PEACE" in three languages, appear on the scene to wash the blood from the streets in time for the next group of pious pilgrims to pass by, fingering their rosaries and muttering solemn prayers. 

 The world cries peace, peace and then comes in and washes the blood off of our streets!

 As Christians we bear the banner “city of Peace”. Yet how often do we find ourselves washing the blood off of the streets of our lives so we will look good for the next tour group who may pass by…

 When we try to get our peace from what the world has to offer, yet on the inside our lives are full of turmoil, fear, restlessness---but we try to maintain an appearance of peace on the outside!

 But what we find is that, that is all that we can do--Give an appearance of peace!

 We have no real peace! Why?

 Only Jesus can give us that!

  You want to see the peace that Jesus gives?
 Picture Paul and Silas in a Philippian Jail, their backs laid open from being beaten with a cat of nine tails.
 At midnight they lie chained in their dungeon cells, bleeding, in terrible pain yet what are they doing?

 Scripture says that they are praying and singing songs of praise to God!

 How could they do that?

 They had the peace that only Jesus can give…
 A peace that transcends human understanding and transcends our circumstances.
1515 eirene {i-ray'-nay}

the tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through Christ, and so fearing nothing from God and content with its earthly lot, of whatsoever sort that is.

 It is this peace that allowed the apostle Paul to say with conviction in: 
2Cor 4:8 (NIV) We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 

9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 

Phil 4: 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 

 You see, what Paul understood was that real peace and contentment has nothing to do with what this world has to offer, true peace and contentment in ones life is only found in Jesus Christ.
 Jesus is the author of true peace and only He can give it.
 And the peace that Jesus has to give transcends our circumstances.
  So if God gives us true peace through Christ then how come there seem to be so many professing Christians that seem not to have this peace in their life?

 Answer is quite simple…Peace is a choice that we make..
 We either choose to accept Gods peace or we choose not to accept it.
Colo 3:13 (NIV) Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 

 Scripture says that we are to: 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts!

“Let rule”

1018 brabeuo {brab-yoo'-o}

12) to decide, determine
 We are to allow Gods peace to rule in our life..  We need to determine to give Gods peace control in our life.
 It is a choice that we have to consciously make.
 How do we do that?

Roma 8:6 (NIV) The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 

 If we don’t have Gods peace in our life then we have not really given control of our life to the Holy Spirit.We are in fact still living under the control of our sinful nature.
 Scripture tells us how to make this transition from living according to our sinful nature to living according to His Spirit and experiencing the peace of God in our life….

Phil 4:4 (NIV) Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 

5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things. 

9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me--put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 

 Here we have two admonitions from the Lord.

 First how we find the peace of God….

Phil 4:4 (NIV) Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 

5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

  We find the peace of God by opening up the communication lines with God. 

First we come to the place of faith and trust…. Do not be anxious about anything, Don’t be anxious, don’t worry but simply trust and rest in the Lord and His abilities.
 Then we place control of our life into His hands… but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

Seek Him out in all that we do through prayer and petition with a thankful heart….asking ourselves WWJD and then do as Jesus would do….

 If we ask ourselves WWJD and don’t do what Jesus would do then we will never experience the true peace of God in our life.
Isai 32:17 (NIV) The fruit of righteousness will be peace; the effect of righteousness will be quietness and confidence forever. 

 The fruit of righteousness is Peace (The effect of righteous, right living is peace! (iraynay)! Quietness -tranquility
  We will only experience Gods peace in our life when we are striving to be obedient to Him.
 We can’t expect to have the peace of God in our lives if we are living our lives in disobedience to His Word.
The fruit of righteousness will be peace; 

 The fruit, the manifestation of righteousness, of right living, of obeying Gods law will be peace…
We choose the peace of God by choosing to obey Him.

 Then once we have found Gods peace Scripture tells us how we maintain and keep that peace in our lives….

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things. 

9-----. And the God of peace will be with you. 

 When we separate ourselves from truth we separate ourselves from Gods peace. When we choose to do or even think about things that are not noble, when we choose to do things that are not right, not pure, not lovely or admirable, or worthy of praise then we separate ourselves from the peace of God…
 whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about (meditate upon) such things. 

And the God of peace will be with (in fact, literally within) you.

 There was a Major in the Soviet air force, an air force pilot for the former USSR who planned to give a talk at his children's school about peace. But he would need time off during the day to give his talk, so he volunteered for night duty. And that's how Major Osipovich found himself patrolling the skies over the eastern regions of the Soviet Union on September 1, 1983--the night Korean Air Lines Flight KE007 strayed into Soviet air space. 

   Soon the Soviet pilot was caught in a series of blunders and misinformation. In the end, Major Osipovich followed orders and shot down the unidentified aircraft.
 The actions of an air force major preparing to talk about peace plunged 240 passengers to their deaths and sparked an international incident that pushed world powers to the point of war.. 

Our talk is important. But our actions carry far more weight than our words…
  We can talk about the peace of God all that we want, but is the peace of God being manifest in our life?

 Are we experiencing God’s peace in our life and is that peace making a difference to those in the world around us?

 You may be going through times of trial or tribulation in your life this morning and feel anything but peace in your life….

 If you find yourself in that place this morning then choose the peace of God.
 Make the choice of obedience and surrender. The choice of trusting in the Lord to be your peace…
 Choose to allow God to do within you that which He longs to do….fill you with His presence and peace.  A peace that Scripture says transcends human understanding.  A peace that will bring quietness and tranquility even in the midst of adversity…
Hear the Lord speak this morning…..

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let (do not allow) your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

 Have you chosen, do you choose God’s peace this morning?

Isai 32:17 (NIV) The fruit of righteousness (of right living, of obedience) will be peace; the effect of righteousness ( of right living, of obedience) will be quietness and confidence forever. 

 Is the peace of Christ ruling and reigning in your heart this morning?

Prayer….

