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TITLE: A New Covenant!

TEXT: Jere. 31:31-34; Heb. 9:15; 

Jn. 1:14, 1-4; 17:20-23; Jn. 3:16

INTRODUCTION:  A few weeks ago  we talked about the subject of covenants. Particularly, Blood covenant relationships and how that our marriages are actually Blood covenant relationships.

  This morning I want to continue on the subject of covenant relationships. I want to talk about the covenant relationship that God wants to establish with each one of us.

  Let me quickly go over just what a covenant is…. 

Hebrew word for covenant is:

{ber-eeth'}

 in the sense of cutting  

1) Covenant, alliance, pledge

1b2) Covenant (divine ordinance with signs or pledges
  Have you ever heard the term; cut a deal?

 Have you ever wondered just what that means? To cut a deal, where that phrase came from?

 That term actually comes from the blood covenant.
 In the Hebrew culture if I wanted to enter into a covenant with you I would come to you and say that I wanted to cut a covenant with you.

 The reason I would say it that way is that the first thing that we would do if we were making a covenant with each other is we would take an animal sacrifice and cut it in two.

Thus we would be cutting a covenant..
 After we cut the sacrifice in two we would place the two halves apart from each other and then we would walk between the two halves.

 Symbolically what we would be saying is if I ever break this covenant may God do to me as I have done to this animal.
  Then we would take off our coats and exchange them.

 Symbolically what we are saying is; I give myself to you and you would be saying that you give yourself to me.
Then we would take off our belts and exchange them.

 The belt wasn’t something to hold up our pants it was what held our armor, our defense.
 What we would be saying is: All of my strength, all my defense is yours! I will protect and fight for you and you will protect and fight for me.
 Your battles will become mine and my battles will become yours.
 Then we would say the terms of the covenant to each other…we would stand between the two halves and list all our assets and all our liabilities and then we would exchange those lists.
 What we would be saying is; your assets and liabilities have now become my assets and liabilities, my assets and liabilities have now become your assets and liabilities.
 What is mine is now yours and what is yours is now mine.
 Then we would make a cut on the palm of our hand and clasp our hands together. Symbolically we are saying now your blood is flowing in me and my blood is now flowing in you. We have become one blood.
 The scar of the cut we made would be a permanent reminder of the covenant agreement and the commitment we had made to each other.
 And it would be a sign to others that we are a covenant man or woman. That there is more to us then what may meet the eye.
Example: Henry Stanley’s expeditions in Africa

 were successful because he cut covenants with over 50 friendly chieftains in Africa.

In Africa, when they made a covenant, they would cut their forearm. 

 Stanley had over 50 scars on his forearms from all the covenants that he had made!

   No one would mess with him! All that he had to do if he encountered an UN-friendly tribe was lift up his arms.
 What it would reveal was, “I am not all you see”.

 There is more to me then what meets the eye.
 The 50 Scars on Stanley’s arms translated to potentially threatening tribes that to take him on would be to take on the 50 other tribes as well. The 50 other tribes Stanley had entered into a covenant relationship with.
 A blood covenant is a very powerful thing.
A covenant is a lifelong agreement.

They only thing that could separate you from the blood covenant once it was made was death.

  Another thing I want to mention about a blood covenant is that If two men cut a covenant with each other and one committed a crime and was sentenced to death for the crime that he committed, his blood covenant partner could offer to stand in his place!

   Say for example if Randy and I had cut a covenant together and Randy went out and committed a capital crime and was caught and convicted I could take his punishment upon myself and Randy could go free.
Last time we talked about how marriage is a blood covenant relationship.
 Today I want to talk about another blood covenant relationship that is even more important.
 Scripture refers to it as the New Covenant……

  Jere 31:31 (NIV) "The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. 

32 It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand 

to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them," 

 declares the LORD. 

33 "This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. 

"I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 

34 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, 

or a man his brother, saying, `Know the LORD,' 

because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest," declares the LORD. "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more." 

 The Prophet Jeremiah here foretells of a coming time when God would cut a new covenant with His people.
   Listen to the terms of this New Covenant……

God says….

"I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 

34 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, 

or a man his brother, saying, `Know the LORD,' 

because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest," declares the LORD. "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more." 

 This new covenant was established and fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ.
Hebr 9:15 (NIV) For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance--now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 
Christ is the mediator of this new covenant with God the Father..
 Jesus cut a covenant with God in our behalf!

Do you realize the significance of that?

Jesus, cutting a covenant with God for you and me?
When God cut a covenant with Abraham God passed between the two halves of the sacrifice by Himself. Why?

 Because Abraham had nothing that he could offer God in this covenant relationship.
 What it signified was that it was God and God alone who stood behind all the promises of that covenant.
 God would bless Abraham, God would make him a mighty nation, God would cause his descendants to be as numerous as the sand on the seashore and God would give him an everlasting inheritance

  Abraham didn’t have anything that he could offer God.
  In comparison to God all that Abraham had to offer was his liabilities.
 Abraham came from an UN-holy bloodline, He like all mankind since the fall had a sinful nature.
 He couldn’t actually cut a covenant with God because the two would have become as one and Abraham was a sinner and God is all Holy! The bloodlines couldn’t mix.
 So God actually cut a covenant with himself on Abraham’s behalf.

 Jesus on the other hand is of a pure bloodline. He has the same bloodline as God. Jesus wasn’t born of the seed of man he was born of the seed of God.
 Jesus was 100% Man and Jesus was 100% God.

 Jesus, wasn’t born of a man and woman, he was born of God through a woman! That is what the virgin birth is all about.

 The seed of mankind is in the male.
  God placed His seed within Mary.
 Jesus was born trough the woman identifying him in the flesh but his seed was of God! 
  It is what is meant in:

John 1:14 (NIV) The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

  Jesus became 100 percent human through the incarnation, but He was also 100 percent God!

 His origin was not from the loins of man but His origin was from before the beginning!

John 1:1 (NIV) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2 He was with God in the beginning. 

3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 

4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

14. The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us!

 In the beginning WAS the Word!

In the beginning the Word, the seed of God, the creator of everything that has ever been created, was already there!

 In fact He has always been! He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last!

 And He, The Word, The Logos of God became flesh and made His dwelling among us!

 Jesus came to earth in the form of man for one reason and one reason only. To cut a covenant with God on our behalf!

Hebr 9:15 (NIV) For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance--now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 

 Jesus accomplished what no other human being could ever do.
   He literally cut a covenant with God on behalf of the human race!

 Just what is it that Jesus accomplished by cutting this covenant?

 Let’s go over what a covenant is again----

You exchange assets and liabilities.
 You exchange strengths and weaknesses.
We become one with your blood covenant partner.
 All that is yours in now theirs and all that is theirs is now yours.
 When Jesus cut a covenant with God the Father they exchanged assets and liabilities! They exchanged strengths and weaknesses, they became as one!

 Another thing about blood covenants is that if I were to cut a covenant with you I would also fall under the protection of anyone that you had cut a covenant with and vice versa.
Which brings us to where I want to go this morning…..

 Do you know what salvation is?

  It is cutting a covenant with Jesus Christ…
 When we ask Jesus to come into our heart and be the Lord and Savior of our life we are cutting a covenant with Him, We are entering into a blood covenant relationship with the Son of God.
 What we are saying is all that is mine is now yours and all that is yours is now mine.
 I give you all my assets and all my liabilities, and you are giving me all of your assets and all of your liabilities.
  I give myself to you and you give yourself to me.
 The two of us have become one!

 What is yours is now mine and what is mine is now yours!

  Not only have I entered into a covenant relationship with you but I also fall under the protection of anyone that you have made a covenant with..
This is what Jesus was saying when He says this in:

John 17:20 (NIV) "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 

21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 

23 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

 What Jesus is talking about here is the blood covenant relationship.
21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 

  When we enter into a covenant relationship with the Son we also enter into a covenant relationship with the Father!

 AMEN!

  In reality what happens is that we exchange our liabilities for His assets! Exchange our weaknesses for His strengths!

 Exchange our sinfulness for His Righteousness!

  All that God has becomes ours because of the covenant relationship that we have with Jesus!

  Let that sink in for a moment?
 If we have accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior we have cut a covenant with the creator of everything that has ever been created!

 He not only owns the cattle on a thousand hills but He owns the hills themselves!

 All that He has is at our disposal just as all that we have and all that we are is to be at His disposal.
  But the most important part of our covenant relationship with Christ is this:

  We have all committed a crime! We all have sinned against an all Holy, all Righteous and all Loving God.
 The just punishment for that crime is death, eternal death--eternal separation from God in hell.
 If we have cut a covenant with Jesus, Jesus, as our blood covenant partner has gone before the judge and asked to take our punishment upon Himself, To stand condemned in our place, Pay the price for our sin so that we can be set free from that condemnation, that death sentence..
 And He can do it because He has that right as our blood covenant partner..
  Doesn’t sound like too good of a trade on Gods part does it?

 Our liabilities for His assets---Our weaknesses for His strength---Our sin for His righteousness---His life for our crimes!

  Jesus not only cut a covenant with us but He also provided the sacrifice of that covenant.
 The sacrifice of Himself. He allowed His body to be broken and His blood to be shed to seal the covenant He makes with us.
   And all that He asks in return is for us to honor our part of the covenant……

 What is ours is now His just as what is His is now ours!

His life is now ours and our life is to now be His!

 Have you made the trade this morning?

Have you exchanged all that you have for all that He has?

 It is the best deal that you will ever cut in this life or the next one.
  Why did Jesus do what He did? Why would He make such a lopsided deal?  Only for one reason--    Love!

Jn. 3:16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have ever lasting life!

This morning, have you cut a covenant with Jesus?

 Do you have a covenant relationship with your creator?

If you have are you being faithful to that covenant?

 Have you given Him all that you have and all that you are?

 If you don’t have that covenant relationship with Jesus this morning then would you like to have?

   Prayer-Invitation

