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The mission of the Fayette County Cultural Trust is to enrich the area’s quality of life by 
promoting the cultural, artistic, historic, and natural assets; and to create partnerships to 
revitalize communities and further economic development. 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Michael Edwards – President 
Karen Hechler – Vice President 

Bryan Kisiel – Treasurer 
Gerry Browell 
John Coleman 
Mary Dreliszak 

Vicki McWilliams 
Lori Omatick 
Justin Teets 

The Fayette County Cultural Trust would like to thank 
the Allegheny Conference – Strengthening Communities 
Partnership.  We would also like to thank our 
Neighborhood Partnership Program Sponsors – UPMC 
Health Plan; Somerset Trust Company and TriState 
Capital. 

2018 saw a growth in the Fayette County Cultural Trust, not only in 
partnerships, but projects in Connellsville and around the area.  Positive 
initiatives have taken place which include the installation of public art, 
preservation of historic statues, promotion of the area and partnerships 
that make a everlasting impact on the region.  I am proud to be a part of 
such a great organization that has very many wonderful and dedicated 
volunteers and supporters.  Thank you to all that made 2018 a fantastic 
year, not only for the organization, but the area as well!      
                                

                                                            Daniel Cocks 
                                                                        Daniel Cocks 
                                                                        Executive Director 
                                                                        Fayette County Cultural Trust  



Neighborhood Partnership Program 

 
 

Thanks to the support of the Allegheny Conference‘s Strengthening Communities 
Partnership Program, the Fayette County Cultural Trust was able to be a part of the 
Neighborhood Partnership Program administered by Pennsylvania’s Department of 
Community and Economic Development. This six year program brings together three 
businesses that are able to utilize their tax credits in our local community. These 
businesses are UPMC Health Plan, Somerset Trust Company and TriState Capital Bank. 
Together they have pledged a total of $200,000 each year for six years. This is the 4th 
year in the program. Over the past 4 years, funding has been used for improvements 
at the Connellsville Carnegie Free Library, supported the food pantry at the 
Connellsville Area Community Ministries and helped to provide free medical care to 
low income men and women at the Wesley Health Center. There also have been 
enhancements to city parks, the downtown business district, and improvements in 
the quality of life for the residents of Connellsville. Pictured here receiving $5000 for 
each of their organizations are from left to right, Kevin Ghost and Rita Smith - 
Connellsville Community Ministries, Eileen Gallo Beveridge - Connellsville Carnegie 
Free Library and Margie Eiford - Wesley Health Clinic. Presenting the checks was 
Daniel Cocks - Fayette County Cultural Trust. 
 



Promoting Fayette County and Connellsville 

In January 2018, the Fayette County Cultural Trust represented 
Fayette County at the annual Westmoreland Conference on 
Tourism.  



On May 10th, 2018, the Fayette County Cultural Trust, Daniel Cocks and Connellsville 
Redevelopment Authority Michael Edwards meet with Wilkinsburg Borough Council 
President Pamela Macklin - 2nd Ward and Linda Atkins - First Ward. We discussed 
the progress and exchanged ideas working with the Neighborhood Assistance 
Program. We had a fantastic time showing them around Connellsville! 

The Fayette County Cultural Trust and the East End United Community Center, Uniontown, had a 
lunch meeting, in March 2018, about partnerships and collaboration. Pictured here are Michael 
Edwards, Daniel Cocks - Fayette County Cultural Trust and Matthew Crutchman, Terry Burden - 
East End United Community Center.  



Connellsville Crossroads – Connellsville Crossroads is published 
quarterly by the Fayette County Cultural Trust.  Connellsville 
Crossroads  has over 200 subscribers around the world.  The 2018 
winter issue was our 39th! 

 



Rural Arts Collaborative (RAC) 

Bentworth Middle/High School 
Washington County, Pennsylvania- Attack Theatre 
 
Burgettstown High School 
Washington County, Pennsylvania  - Calvin Stemley 
 
Burgettstown High School 
Washington County, Pennsylvania  - Bricolage 
 
Fort Cherry Middle/High School 
Washington County, Pennsylvania - Hiromi Katayama 
 
Ringgold Middle School 
Washington County, Pennsylvania - Diane Adams 
 
Trinity Middle School 
Washington County, Pennsylvania - Diane Adams 
 
Washington High School 
Washington County, Pennsylvania - Michelle Sabol 
 
Laurel Highlands Middle School 
Fayette County, Pennsylvania – Bricolage 
 
Brooke Middle School 
Brooke County, Nancy Tirone 
 
John Marshall High School 
Marshall County, West Virginia - Michael McKowen 
 
Weir High School 
Hancock County, West Virginia - Robert Villamagna 
 
Bellaire High School 
Belmont County, Ohio - Rebecca Kiger 

The mission of RAC is to form a collaborative network of local Teaching 
Artists that represent 25 School Districts.  The Rural Arts Collaborative was 
made possible through a grant from the Claude Worthington Benedum 
Foundation.   
 

Camelle Nickens 
RAC Project Manager 

Schools & Artists 



Collaborative Outreach Initiative 

On May 31, 2018, the Fayette County Cultural Trust visited the Connellsville High School to 
talk about collaboration projects and partnerships that would both benefit the High School 
Students and other organizations. Pictured here are Michael Edwards, Executive Director 
Connellsville Redevelopment Authority; Lindsay Ketterer Gates, Executive Director 
Touchstone Center for Crafts; Carmelle Nickens, Manager Rural Arts Collaborative; James 
Denova, Vice President Benedum Foundation; Daniel Cocks, Executive Director Fayette 
County Cultural Trust; Justin Gunther, Executive Director Fallingwater and Amy Witt, CASD 
Assistant Director of Technology. Connellsville is very lucky to have such a high caliber school 
that is full of technology learning opportunities for its students 

The Fayette County Cultural 
Trust produced a 28 page 
Rural Arts Collaborative 
Magazine that was distributed 
to schools that participated in 
the program.  This magazine 
showcased the Artists, 
Students and Schools. 



Spring 2018 a concert was held raising funds for the 
Achievement in the Arts Endowment. 

Achievement in the Arts – Fundraiser – 2018 Spring Concert 



A Summer Concert was sponsored in June as a fundraiser for the Fayette County 
Achievement in the Arts initiative.  



Fayette County Achievement in the Arts 

The Fayette County Achievement in the Arts mission is to 
recognize, reward and encourage the advancement and 
achievement in music, theater and visual arts among high 
school students in Fayette County. Three students from each of 
the Fayette County High Schools are recognized for outstanding 
accomplishments. 
 
The Achievement in the Arts Awards is made possible through 
a partnership of The Fayette County Cultural Trust and 
the  Rotary clubs of Belle Vernon, Brownsville, Chestnut Ridge, 
Connellsville, Point Marion & Uniontown. 
 

2018 Awardees 



Art/Youth Engagement Project 
The Fayette County Cultural Trust has teamed up with CAL-U Social 
Work students to offer art therapy to seniors at the Connellsville 
Senior Center & Connellsville Towers. 



The Fayette County Cultural 
Trust held a “Meet the 
Artist” event at the 
Connellsville Canteen to 
help foster different art 
organizations working 
together. 



Public Art Project – June 18th  - Yough Park – Connellsville, Pennsylvania 

A public art project located under the Memorial (Route 119) bridge at Yough 
River Park, was partially funded by FCCT.  This mural is next to the new 
Connellsville Cobblestone Hotel and adjacent to the Great Allegheny Passage 
Bike Trail.  The local artist is Brandi Bee. 



Crawford statue restoration completed to commemorate the 
statue’s 100th Anniversary. 

The Fayette County 
Cultural Trust 
spearheaded the 
restoration work of 
the Bronze Col. 
Crawford Statue 
that stands in front 
of the Connellsville 
Carnegie Free 
Library. 



The Fayette County Cultural Trust worked with the National Purple Heart 
Foundation and was able to have Connellsville designated as the 2nd Purple Heart 
City in the state of Pennsylvania. Connellsville Daily Courier 

The Fayette County Cultural 
Trust has also worked with the 
Borough of Dawson Mayor 
Sandy Newell.  They were 
awarded the status of the first 
borough in Pennsylvania to 
become a Purple Heart 
borough. 



Fayette County Train Days 

Fayette County Train Day Celebrates all those railroad model builders and 
the different railroads that crisscrossed this area.  This year we have 7 
train displays open to the public on Saturday, 12 May from  10 am - 4 pm. 
This event was FREE to the public. 



The 7th Annual Golden Reunion was held at Connellsville’s East Park on Sunday 27 May 
2018.  This event brings together former area students who want to reconnect with each 
other.  This year Project Talent Workshop had their stilt walkers perform a segment 
honoring veterans.  



Art on the Yough - 2018 



The Fayette County Cultural Trust sponsored several “Fiddler’s Jams” at the Connellsville  
Carnegie Free Library featuring the Fayette County Old Time Fiddler’s Association. 



Connellsville Crime Watch 
 
A “Stop Bullying” presentation was held at the 
Connellsville Canteen as part of the Trust’s 
“Connellsville Crime Watch” program.  This 
presentation featured several professional speakers. 



Together We Achieve More - On 01 August 2018 MJ Callaway facilitated a meeting 
discussing grant proposals with the Community Foundation of Fayette County. 
During the session, we went over possible partnerships and strong grant proposals. 
The following organizations were in attendance:  Fayette County Cultural Trust, 
Connellsville Redevelopment Authority, Connellsville Community Ministries, 
Connellsville Rotary, Wesley Health Clinic and the Connellsville Historical Society. 

One of the outcomes of these meetings was the partnership between the Fayette 
County Cultural Trust and the Connellsville Historical Society.  The Fayette County 
Cultural Trust was able to obtain a grant through the Laurel Highlands Visitors 
Bureau – Hotel Fund Program – and match that with a smaller grant that the 
Historical Society received from the Community Foundation of Fayette County.  
These funds were used to create 27 metal signs  from the Historical Society’s “Pride 
in Connellsville” contest with school children.  Their posters were reprinted and 
placed along the Great Allegheny Passage Bike Trail in Connellsville. 



The Fayette County 
Cultural Trust 
fundraiser was 
held on 6 
September 2018.  
Over 200 people 
were in 
attendance. 



Downtown Connellsville Committees 
 

Design Committee 
Michael Edwards 

Leo Rudnik 
 

Organization 
Bryan Kisiel 

 
Promotions 
Pat Stefano 

Father Bob Lubic 
 

Economic Vitality 
Gerry Browell 

Dave Marchewka 
Laurie Hensel 



Downtown Beautification 
Bird House Planter Project 

The Connellsville Area Career & Technical Center Students created  7 metal bird 
houses that are located throughout downtown Connellsville. Thanks to Janney 
Montgomery Scott LLC, Uniontown, for sponsoring their trip to the Connellsville 
Canteen and providing them with lunch. Also, thanks to the CACTC for all the 
projects that you do for the community and area. 
 



Downtown Connellsville sponsors two downtown walks per year.  The Simply 
Soup – Soup Walk in the Spring and the Chili Walk in the fall.  These events 
have proven popular and a big draw to bring people into our downtown from 
outside our area.  



Downtown Connellsville publishes a Downtown Connellsville newsletter twice a year.  These 
newsletters are mailed out to all the businesses in Connellsville to keep them up to date on 
matching fund opportunities, events and new businesses. 

Through the Downtown Connellsville initiative of the Fayette County Cultural Trust, we have been 
able to raise funds through donations and grants to benefit business owners.  This year we 
continued our $500 match for downtown signage projects and $1000 match for façade work.  
New this year, a grant from the Allegheny Foundation that allows us to match up to $10,000 for 
historic façade work on downtown buildings that are over 50 years old.   

Daily Courier 
24 October 2018 



It’s A Connellsville Christmas – 01 December 2018 
Christmas Concert fundraiser for   

the Fayette County Achievement in the Arts Awards. 



The Downtown Connellsville Promotions 
Committee is a branch of the Fayette 
County Cultural Trust.  This year they 
planned several festivals and events in 
Connellsville including the Connellsville 
Mum Festival and It’s a Connellsville 
Christmas. 



The Connellsville Canteen has provided for many opportunities 
in 2018 including educational programs, job training and 
entertainment.   



The Travel Channel – Mysteries at 
the Museum filmed a segment at 
the Connellsville Canteen in the 
fall of 2017.  That episode entitled 
Heroine Hostess aired at the 
beginning of 2018. 

Promoting Fayette County through the Connellsville Canteen 

NBC  Channel 4  new anchor Coleen 
Marshall , from Columbus, Ohio, 
filmed a segment for their news cast 
about John Woodruff for Black 
History Month.   

Armstrong has been filming 
“Late Shift” at the Connellsville 
Canteen.  This talk show 
features events, people and 
places that make Fayette County 
great! 



Promoting Fayette County – 4th Annual 
Laurel Highlands Ambassador Program 
Connellsville Canteen 



Seton Hill University – Dr. Tim 
Crain 

In 2018 Dr. Tim Crain offered 3 
lectures at the Connellsville 
Canteen. 
 
13 March – The Arab & Israeli 
Conflict – Part 1 
27 March – The Arab & Israeli 
Conflict – Part 2 
 
4 December – Lyndon B. Johnson: 
an American Life 

Carol Love Mystery Tours at 
the Connellsville Canteen!  
This year Carol Love brought 
in a couple of tours to 
Connellsville from as far away 
as New York!  These tours 
usually average 40 people and 
after touring the Canteen we 
offer a historic driving tour of 
Connellsville.    
 

Promoting Fayette County - Carol Love Tours - Connellsville Canteen 



Through partnerships with various organizations including the Connellsville 
Redevelopment Authority, Connellsville Chamber of Commerce, Small Business 
Administration and Seton Hill University Wukich Center, the Trust has been able 
to sponsor several Lunch & Learn’s and Dinner and Dialogue’s.  These events 
brought together business people in a professional setting to learn about 
different organizations and resources geared to helping expand and grow their 
businesses.   



The Fayette County Cultural Trust partners with many organizations to 
sponsor the Farmer’s Market in the downtown. 



Fayette County Cultural Trust – Financials - 2018  

Revenue & Support $1,216,949 

Grants 

Contributions & 
Fundraising 

Sales 

Expenses $586,215 

Program 

Management & 
General 

Fundraising 

The official registration and financial information of the Fayette 
County Cultural Trust, Inc. (EIN: 65-1283985), a 501(c) (3) non-profit, 
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by 
calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999.  Registration 
does not imply endorsement. 
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