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TITLE: VALUES VOTING

     STEWARDSHIP OF WEALTH

TEXT: Ex 3:17; Nu. 13:27; Luke 12:48; 1 Pet. 1:22

Luke 6:38; 2 Co. 8:1-15

INTRODUCTION: In our last message about values voting this morning I want to talk about the stewardship of wealth.

We have all really been blessed to have been born in and live in the richest and most wealthy nation on the planet.

I believe that the prosperity of our nation is directly linked to our belief in God.

That just as God led His chosen people of the Old Testament into the Promised Land, a land described as a land flowing with milk and honey, so God led our forefathers who were seeking freedom of religious expression to our shores. 
When the Israelites got to the edge of this Promised Land Moses sent some men out to explore the Land of Promise and upon return they gave Moses this report….


Numbers 13:27 ( NIV ) 27They gave Moses this account: “We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. (A cluster of grapes that had to be carried between two men on a pole)
I can imagine the first pilgrims saying much the same thing as they started to explore our land.

We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey!

Our nation has been so bountiful that we have literally fed much of the world with just our surpluses.
Our corn and beans and wheat, beef and pork, iron and steel have been sent to all four corners of our world.
No nation on the face of the earth has given as much in times of need around the world than America has.
Even when it has been necessary to go to war with other nations, after that war was won, we didn’t go in as the Russians or many other nations would and claim the spoils of war for ourselves but we sent American dollars over to them to help rebuild their nations.
 It was America that was largely responsible for rebuilding Europe and Japan after WW2.

All of this has Scriptural precedence for a Christian Nation…

Jesus said this to His followers:

Luke 12:48 ( NIV ) 48…..From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.

In many ways as a nation we have been good stewards with the blessings we have received.

However In some ways we have been terrible stewards with our wealth and prosperity.

If anything becomes apparent in what we have seen happen on Wall Street and banks seen as too big to fail over the years it is that Government is not always a good steward of money.

Do you realize that government has no money?

 I mean government does not produce a single penny in a year’s time!

Yet they have spent trillions of dollars.

So where do they get the money that they spend?

From your and my pocketbooks through taxation.

Government exists at our expense! They produce zero wealth! They add absolutely nothing to our economy!

 Yet they spend trillions of dollars! Your and my dollars.

So whenever you hear a politician from any party say vote for me and I will give you this or that you need to understand that they may provide it but you are going to pay for it or your neighbor is going to pay for it for you.
Free health care is an oxymoron! Health care is expensive! There is nothing free about it! And for the government to give me free health care means that you or your children or grandchildren are going to have to pay for it for me!

The government has no money of their own! They do not produce anything other than bureaucracy. And bureaucracy adds absolutely nothing to the economy! 

Just the opposite, bureaucracy takes money out of the economy or more accurately redistributes it.

By the way, the government does not have the constitutional authority to do what they so often do.

Simply redistribute wealth!

It was not always this way within our nation. 

Let me give a pop quiz this morning.

What do Methodist hospital, Mercy Hospital, Harvard University, Yale University and Catholic Services have in common?

All originated or started as Christian institutions!

Of all our Ivy League Universities today started out as Seminaries/law schools!

All funded by the Church and by private donations.
 It was the Church that gave us our first hospitals and orphanages. It was the Church that gave us seminaries and places of higher education.
 Many students that went to study law at these schools ended up becoming ministers instead.
Can you imagine a time when the study of law would actually lead you to Christ?
 William Blackstone was the great Eighteenth Century English legal scholar whose philosophy and writings were infused with Judeo-Christian principles. The Ten Commandments are at the heart of Blackstone's philosophy.  Blackstone taught that man is created by God and granted fundamental rights by God. Man’s law must be based on God’s law. Our Founding Fathers referred to Blackstone more than to any other English or American authority. Blackstone’s great work, Commentaries on the Laws of England, was basic to the U. S. Constitution. This work has sold more copies in America than in England and was a basic textbook of America’s early lawyers. It was only in the mid-Twentieth Century that American law, being re-written by the U. S. Supreme Court, repudiated Blackstone. An attack on Blackstone is an attack on the U. S. Constitution and our nation’s Judeo-Christian foundations. The Blackstone Institute today is committed to reviving the Constitution and its Blackstonian foundations.

Blackstone’s writings were thee classic textbook in all of American early Law schools such as Harvard and Yale.

Many who considered themselves atheists or agnostics were converted to Christianity by studying law!   Can you imagine that!
The point is, all of these institutions, as well as hospitals, orphanages, and shelters all started out as Church based organizations.
Today the government and private industry has all but taken all of these things over. Or we have handed them over to them.

So what does this have to do with the stewardship of wealth?

I believe this… Government or private industry does not have a heart. The Church is all about heart!

What caused our first hospitals to be built was people, especially the Christian community, had a heart of compassion for the sick and afflicted.

Hospitals started out as non-profit organizations simply to provide health care for anyone regardless of their ability to pay for it! The doctors, nurses and surgeons that worked there either donated some of their time or worked for small compensation because of their compassion for the sick.
Now it is a multi-billion dollar industry. Often funded at least partially thru government programs such as Medicare and Medicaid.
 It is no longer a matter of heart but a matter of profit..
Washington has created an entitlement mentality in our country. Where instead of the thought  being what I can do for others as I am able-- to what can you do for me?
We have come a long way from John F Kennedy’s most famous statement: Ask not what your country can do for you but ask what you can do for your country.”

 Today we are reaping the consequence of an entitlement society. Our economy is one disaster away from potential collapse.
Beware whenever the government promises you something because they have no money of their own to give you, the only thing that they can do is redistribute the money of others.
 And that is not really a biblical concept!  Scripture says that all of our giving must originate in the heart.
1 Peter 1:22 ( NIV ) 22Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart.
 Let me ask a question? When you hear of the government giving away money to someone or some group what does it do to your heart? I mean do you feel all warm and fuzzy inside or are you for the most part indifferent to it, or even angry by their act?

Example: A neighbor comes to you hungry and you feel sorry for him and you give him a sandwich.

 Your heart was moved and you responded to that.

 How would that make you feel? You would feel good for doing it and the neighbor would appreciate your expression of love for him by your doing it. Both the giver and the receiver are benefited.

 Now picture this scenario… you have a hungry neighbor and another neighbor comes over and takes a sandwich out of your refrigerator to give the hungry neighbor. You have given but not by choice but because you have been robbed and your sandwich given away by someone else who instead of giving the man one of his own sandwiches takes one of yours to give him.

How would that make you feel? You would be agitated or angry and the man that received it would feel not appreciative but entitled. Neither the giver or the receiver are really benefited.

This is how our government has come to operate!

They take my sandwich and force me to give it to someone else….

 I am often annoyed because it was not by my choice and the recipients most often do not feel appreciative but entitled.

There is no option for this to be a matter of the heart because it is not voluntary but forced giving.
I have to tell you when I heard that the government wanted to give almost a trillion dollars to bail out the bad business practices of Wall Street and large Banks a few years ago it didn’t make me feel all warm and fuzzy inside.
On the other hand if I feel the Lord directing me to give personally to someone in need and I obey that leading it does warm my heart and I feel good about it.
When I hear of other Christians, which because of their faith in Christ, have given of their money or talents or time to help someone else in need it makes my heart feel good and often encourages me to do something also.

Jesus had this to say about giving….

Luke 6:38 ( NIV ) 38Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

This promise is for us as individuals.
 Giving is to be a matter of the heart.
 When our giving is a matter of the heart then we will be blessed for doing it.
Governmental giving is very seldom a matter of the heart but is most often a grab for power.
 To try to make us dependent on them…
If a politician can convince you or me that there is something in it for you or me and we vote for them for that reason then it helps insure that we will continue to vote for them and they can remain in power..
 Governmental giving usually has very little to do with a heart of compassion but everything to do with staying in power.

I love Paul’s teaching about Christian giving in 2 Corinthians chapter 8. Here I believe he talks about the proper stewardship of wealth and proper attitude in giving.

In this chapter Paul is using the giving of one body of believers to try to motivate another body of believers..
 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 ( NIV ) 1And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches.  
2Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  
3For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own,  
4they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.  
5And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God’s will.  
6So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part.  
7But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 
8I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others.  
9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 
10And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so.  
11Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means.  
12For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have. 
13Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality.  
14At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality,  
15as it is written: “He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little.”
 Here we have Paul going around taking up a relief offering for the believers in Jerusalem who were going through some pretty hard times financially.. Because of their faith in Christ they found themselves ostracized by the larger Jewish community. The larger Jewish community would not do business in their shops or buy their goods so the Christians in Jerusalem were getting destitute.
  So Paul goes to the affluent Churches in Corinth to take up a love offering and uses the example of the giving of the poor Churches of Macedonia to motivate them.

   1And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches.  
2Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  
3For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own,  
4they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.  
 Unlike the prosperous Corinthian Churches the Macedonian Churches were poor. They were themselves going through hard times.
2Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  

 Paul most likely did not go to them for their financial support for the struggling Church in Jerusalem but for their prayer support.

 But when they heard of the need their hearts were moved and they literally begged Paul to allow them to help financially.
2Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  
3For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own,  4they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.  
 This speaks of a compassionate giving that came from the heart. They gave not of the excess but out of their very substance, what they had to live on!
This speaks of a compassionate giving that can only come from the heart..
12For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have. 

 Again willingness to give has to be a matter of the heart. Forced giving can never be a matter of the heart.
 A good example is what happened when Katrina hit New Orleans and the gulf coast a few years ago.

 The government really messed that up. But the people of this nation did an amazing job.
 Churches sent work crews and semis of food and water. People all over this country opened up their homes to take in a displaced population. Entire communities welcomed these folks in. Employers opened up jobs for them; there was an overwhelming display of giving from the heart! The givers were blessed by doing it and the people who received their help were genuinely apperceive and thankful.

FEMA and our government put in billions of dollars into the situation and all the people did was complain about how slow the government was to respond or how inadequate their response was.
 Now it was your and my money that the government spent down there but I doubt that we really felt good about it and the people that received that money were not appreciative but felt entitled because it was looked upon as the government who did it.
Scriptural giving has to come from the heart. People have hearts not governments! So people can meet these kinds of needs better and more effective than government can.

I really like the idea of President Bush’s faith based initiative. Where the Government funnels back tax dollars to faith based organizations for them to distribute.

 It puts a face and more importantly a heart behind the giving.

 Don’t get me wrong, I am not anti-government. I not only believe in the necessity of government but think that as flawed as ours may be at times it is still the best that this world has to offer.

    However, since it is a government that is of the people, by the people and for the people, we the people need to take a more active role in it.

We need to demand that the leaders that we send to represent us in the affairs of government are representing our best interest and are good stewards with the money they are entrusted with.

We need to elect men and women of faith that realize that wealth and prosperity is a gift of God and giving is a matter of the heart and that it cannot be coerced from people and still have a positive effect.

What some in Washington want to do is take our nation from capitalism to socialism?

Socialism is about making the people totally dependent on the government instead of the government being dependent on the people it represents.

 Good financial stewardship of government is, I believe, is a values issue for a Christian voter.

Be aware of what promises that any politician is offering you in exchange for your vote.

Realize that it is not their money that stands behind the promise but it is yours or your neighbors.

 And I don’t know about you but in most instances I believe that I can make better choices with my money than they can especially in the area of giving because personally giving remains a matter of the heart where giver and receiver are both blessed by the experience. 

 This quote by early American evangelist Charles Finney I believe it to be God inspired.
The Church must take right ground in regards to politics. Politics are part of religion in such a country as this, and Christians must do their duty to country as part of their duty to God… God will bless or curse this nation, according to the course Christians take in politics.

  Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.

 A person, especially a Christian, that does not exercise their right and privilege and God given duty to vote in this nation has no right to complain about their government because instead of being part of the solution they become an contributor to the problem.
 Will we do our duty to God by fulfilling our duty to country in this and every election? Will we make the effort to go out and prayerfully vote our Christian conscience, vote for the men and women that best represent our Christian values?
