"What does is take to be a real disciple of Jesus Christ?"
INTRODUCTION
1. In The Great Commission, notice Jesus' command... - Mt 28:18-20…18And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen

   a. "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations..."
   b. To "make disciples" is the GOAL of evangelizing the world for

      Christ

2. Are you a disciple of Jesus...?

   a. Perhaps you believe in Jesus

   b. You might even be one to attend church services regularly

[But is that what it means to be His disciple?  

The purpose in this study is to make clear what is involved in being a true disciple of Jesus Christ.  Let's start with...]

I. Let’s look at THE DEFINITION OF DISCIPLESHIP…..who want to try to answer???
   A. THE WORD DISCIPLE...
      1. Literally means a learner
      2. It denotes "one who follows another's teaching" - Vine's
      3. A disciple was not only a learner, he was also an adherent(stuck on )
      4. For this reason disciples were spoken of as imitators of their

         teacher

   B. THE GOAL OF A DISCIPLE...
      1. Stated by Jesus himself:  to be like his or her teacher – 

Lk 6:40... 40The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is perfect shall be as his master.

      2. To be Jesus' disciple, then, is to strive to be like Him!

      3. This coincides with God's goal in the redemption of mankind,

         that we be conformed to the image of His Son – 

Ro 8:2929For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren

[Are you trying to follow Jesus and become like Him?  Unless you do, it

cannot be said that you are His disciple! Jesus gave us some identifying

marks which help to further identify a true disciple...]

II. THE MARKS OF DISCIPLESHIP
   A. ABIDES IN JESUS' WORDS...
      1. Note what Jesus said to those who believed in Him –

Jn 8:31…31Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;

      2. This would imply being a diligent student of the teachings of

         Christ

      3. It also requires one to be a "doer" of the Word – 

Mt 7:21-27; 21Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 24Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 25And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 26And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 27And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.

Jam 1:21-25… 21Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 22But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 23For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.

   B. LOVES THE BRETHREN...
      1. Consider what Jesus said to His followers – 

Jn 13:34-35 21Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 22But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 23For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.

      2. With a love patterned after the love of Jesus ("as I have loved

         you")

      3. With a love that is visible to the world ("by this all will

         know")

   C. BEARS MUCH FRUIT...
      1. Read what Jesus told His disciples - Jn 15:8….8Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.
      2. Notice the word "much" (also found in verse 5)

         a. Jesus is not talking about an occasional good deed

         b. But a lifestyle which prompts people to glorify God! – 

Mt 5:16; 16Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
1Pe 2:1212Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.
      3. Failure to bear much fruit will result in being severed from Christ – 
Jn 15:1-21I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

[To be a disciple of Jesus Christ means more that just a casual church

member.  It requires commitment,  especially in regards to: 1) the

teachings of Christ, 2) the love of brethren, and 3) bearing fruit.  The

commitment involved is seen further when we consider...]

III. THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP
   A. JESUS MUST COME FIRST...
      1. Made strikingly clear by Jesus Himself – 

Lk 14:25-26….25And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them, 26If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.
      2. Before anyone else, including members of our own family – 

Mt 10:34-37….34Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 35For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 36And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. 37He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.

      3. Even before one's own self – 

Lk 9:23-25…23And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. 24For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. 25For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away?

   B. WILLING TO SUFFER FOR JESUS...
      1. Taking up our own cross to follow Him – 

Lk 14:27….27And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.

      2. Trying to live godly lives in an ungodly world, we may find

         that following Christ sometimes involves ridicule and

         persecution – 

2Ti 3:12  12Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
      3. Even if we are blessed to escape such things, we must still be

         willing to expend time and energy in promoting the cause of

         Christ in positive ways

   C. FORSAKING ALL TO FOLLOW JESUS...
      1. Having counted the cost – 

Lk 14:28-33…28For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? 29Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, 30Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish. 31Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand? 32Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace. 33So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.

      2. In other words, Jesus must be King and Lord of our lives

      3. Nothing can take precedent over Him and His Will for us

[This cost of discipleship required by Jesus caused many to turn from

following Him.  But Jesus wasn't trying to attract large crowds, He

wanted disciples!  Is the cost worth it?  I believe so, for consider..]

IV. THE REWARDS OF DISCIPLESHIP
   A. FUTURE BLESSINGS...
      1. We shall be saved from the wrath of God which is to come – 

Ac 17:31; 31Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.
Ro 5:9….9Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.

      2. We can look forward with joyful anticipation of eternity with

         God, free from sorrow, pain and death – 

Re 21:1-8….1And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 2And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 5And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 6And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 7He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 8But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

