PAGE  
11

TITLE: Being a Covenant Keeper
TEXT: Gen. 17:1-14; Ex. 4:24-26; Jer. 31:31-35; Heb. 9:14-15;

Eph. 4:30; Ro. 2:28-29; Ps. 2:11-12; Mt. 22:37-38; 1 Pet. 1:15-16

1 Cor. 6:19 
INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about being a Covenant keeper.

 God is a covenant God. All throughout Scripture God has made covenants with His people.

 There are 6 major covenants that God has made with His people in the pages of Scripture.

 The Adamic covenant-Gods Covenant with Adam, the Noadic Covenant—the covenant God made with Noah, The Abrahamic Covenant—the covenant God made with Abraham,  The Mosaic Covenant—the covenant God made with Moses, the Davidic Covenant—the covenant God made with David and the New covenant that was made with all believers through Christ Jesus.

 These are all very specific covenants…They are all blood covenants..

The Hebrew word for covenant that is used is:

ber-eeth'
From H1262 (in the sense of cutting (like H1254)); a compact (because made by passing between pieces of flesh):—confederacy, covenant, league.

Explain Blood covenant ceremony:

Split cow in half—walk in figure 8 between the halves---may God do to me as I have done to this animal if I ever break this covenant….

Exchange of cloaks, Exchange of belts—Exchange of lists of assets and liabilities….

 End with covenant meal together…..

A Blood covenant is binding as long as all parties are alive…. Since God is eternal the covenants that He has made with His people are still binding today.

When God made his first covenant with Adam it was binding forever….Part of that Adamic covenant was that man would have dominion over the earth and rule and subdue it and procreate the human population…

This is still true and valid today…

 Whenever God made another covenant such as with Noah and then Abraham He just added promises to the previous covenant so they are all still valid today…..

But this morning I want to talk about our responsibility in the covenant relationship that we have with God as a Christian.

But first I want to look at the Abrahamic covenant.

 Genesis 17:1-14 ( NIV ) 1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless.  2I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.” 

3Abram fell facedown, and God said to him,  4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations.  5No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations.  6I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you.  7I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.  8The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God.”
 God gave the land that Israel is fighting to keep today to them as an everlasting possession.

9Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your descendants after you for the generations to come.  
 10This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised.  11You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and you.  12For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with money from a foreigner—those who are not your offspring.  13Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant.  14Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.”

 Did you ever wonder where circumcision came from?  This is where! It was part of Gods Covenant with Abraham and all those who would descend from Abraham. 

 Abraham is an OT type of foreshadowing of the Church. A people separate unto God.
 Circumcision was to be the seal or the sign of that covenant relationship between God and His people.
And circumcision was a foreshadowing of the seal of the Holy Spirit in the believer today, The Holy Spirit is also described as the circumcision of the heart.
Do you want to know how serious God was about this?

We can see an example of it in the time of Moses..

 When Moses fled Egypt after killing the Egyptian who was brutalizing a Hebrew slave he fled into the desert and ended up in the land of Median. There he marries the daughter of a priest of Median by the name of Zipporah.

 Moses is in the land of Median for 40 years and has children by his wife Zipporah.

 At the end of 40 years of tending sheep for his father-in-law Moses has an encounter with God through a burning bush.

 God speaks to Moses and calls him into service to go back to Egypt to set His people free from the hard bondage of the Egyptians…

 After some arguing Moses accepts his assignment and packs up his family and heads for Egypt.

 Along the way Moses has this encounter with the Lord:

 Exodus 4:24-26 ( NIV ) 24At a lodging place on the way, the LORD met Moses and was about to kill him.  25But Zipporah took a flint knife, cut off her son’s foreskin and touched  Moses’  feet with it. “Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me,” she said.  26So the LORD let him alone. (At that time she said “bridegroom of blood,” referring to circumcision.)
First why was God about to kill Moses here? I mean He had just called him to go into Egypt to set His people free.
It was because Moses had not had his oldest son circumcised…
So what is the big deal? Why was God angry enough with Moses to actually kill him for this offense?

 It goes back to the Abrahamic covenant….

10This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 

12For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised!  14Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.”

 Circumcision is a sign or a seal of the Covenant relationship with God.
To not be circumcised was to break that covenant..
The penalty for breaking a covenant with God was death.
“May you do to me as I have done to this animal if I ever break this covenant?”

Moses was evidentially circumcised even though he was raised as an Egyptian who did not practice circumcision. He would have been circumcised by his Hebrew parents when he was eight days old. 

I imagine that is how Pharaoh’s daughter knew he was a Hebrew baby when she pulled him out of the basket in the river.
But Moses son had never been circumcised! Why?

There is a clue in Ex. 4:24….

25But Zipporah took a flint knife, cut off her son’s foreskin and touched  Moses’  feet with it. “Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me,” she said.  26So the LORD let him alone. (At that time she said “bridegroom of blood,” referring to circumcision.)
 Moses’ wife Zipporah was not a Hebrew but a Medianite.

 Circumcision was not their custom and in fact it was probably repulsive to her.
I imagine that Moses possibly wanted to do it when his son was 8 days old but his wife strongly objected so Moses may have let it go to keep peace in the family.
 When the Lord is about to kill Moses for his not doing it evidently Zipporah is given a word of wisdom as to why and does the circumcision herself even though she is repulsed by it.
Zipporah words of reproach--"Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me"--indicate that the root of the problem was in her revulsion and disgust with this rite of circumcision.

Here is the thing…. Moses had been called by God to go into Egypt and be His representative to Pharaoh and take up the mantel of leadership of His people Israel.

 The narrative was included at this point to demonstrate that there was an additional factor in the preparation of God's commissioned servant: the preparation of his family.

Moses is from the Levitical linage of priests. He is from the tribe of Levi.

God could not have a covenant breaker in that position of leadership.
Moses entire mission was rooted in the Covenant promise of God to His people. He and his family needed to be under that covenant because of what God was about to do through them.

Do you realize that if you have accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior of your life that you have entered into a blood covenant relationship with God?

Jeremiah foretold of this future covenant in:

Jeremiah 31:31-35 ( NIV ) 31    “The time is coming,” declares the LORD,  “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.
32    It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to ”  them,
 declares the LORD.
33    “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel  after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds  and write it on their hearts. I will be their God,  and they will be my people.
34    No longer will a man teach his neighbor,
 or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’
 because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,”  declares the LORD.
 “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”
We see this covenant fulfilled with Jesus!

Hebrews 9:14-15 ( NIV ) 14How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death,  so that we may serve the living God! 

15For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.

Jesus is the mediator of a new covenant and it also is the most binding of all covenants! It is also a blood covenant!

 But the sacrifice of this covenant was not a heifer split in half but the sacrifice of Jesus Himself!

15For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—

Now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.

 And just as God provided a sign or a seal of all the Old Testament covenants with His people…Circumcision, God has provided a seal or sign of this covenant. And that seal is His Holy Spirit who circumcises our hearts…

Ephesians 4:30 ( NIV ) 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 

 The Holy Spirit is Gods seal of the New Covenant!

Romans 2:28-29 ( NIV ) 28A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and physical.  29No, a man is a Jew if he is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. 

Paul is speaking to Jews he is trying to win for Christ so he uses the word Jew here but it is true for all believers!

 And circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code.

    So what is the point of all this Covenant talk to us as Christians today?

Number one to realize that as a Christian we are in a blood covenant relationship with God Almighty! 

And the cost of providing that covenant relationship was the shed blood of Jesus Christ.
  Secondly---- we need to strive to not be a covenant breaker!

It is interesting to me that sometimes people close to us can cause us to break a covenant we would never think of breaking ourselves.

Take Moses for example…

He was a devout God fearing man that would probably never have knowingly broken His covenant relationship with God, but because of his love for his wife, he as the priest, the leader of his household, allowed the covenant to be broken within his own home by neglecting to have his son circumcised and brought under that covenant relationship.

This can be especially true in a home where not all within it are Christians.

  A wife whose husband is not a Christian can find themselves having to make some very hard choices in their covenant relationship with God--- the same is true with a husband who may have an unbelieving wife.

 That is primarily why Scripture tells us to not be unequally yoked together.
  Children that have not embraced the Lord can also bring up covenant challenges with the home.

  If you work for an unbelieving employer it can also be challenging to keep your covenant with God at work.

We keep the covenant through surrender and obedience to the one we are in covenant relationship with.

God has given us an earthly example of the covenant relationship that he wants to have with us. And that example is a Christian marriage. Which, by the way, is also a blood covenant relationship.
If you are married do you realize that you have entered a blood covenant relationship with God as the mediator of that covenant?

The Christian marriage is actually modeled after the OT blood covenant ceremony!

Explain:  Bride family on one side of isle and groom on the other and the couple passes between the halves….Exchange of vows. For better for worse-for richer for poorer—in sickness and in health—till death do us part….

 This is a complete exchange of assets and liabilities—all that I have is now yours and all that you have is now mine! I am here to defend you and you are here to defend me! 

Till death do us part speaks of the longevity of the covenant… the covenant is binding as long as the participants are alive.

 And as we work out that marriage covenant throughout the years through mutual respect and love and putting the other person first we are modeling the covenant relationship that God wants to have with us….

 One of mutual respect and love and putting the other first!

God will always be faithful to His part of the covenant!

We will always have His respect and love and He does always put us first. 

He didn’t even withhold His one and only Son from us but allowed Him to be crucified on our behalf so that we could enter this covenant relationship with Him.
So the question for us is how are we doing in keeping our part of the covenant?

Are we always showing Him the respect that He is due? Are we always loving Him through the day to day choices that we make? Are we always putting Him first in our day to day lives?

There are many covenant commands to us as Christians in Scripture… 

 Kind David speaks prophetically of a covenant command to us when he says in:

Psalms 2:11-12 ( NIV ) 11    Serve the LORD with fear 

    and rejoice with trembling.
12    Kiss the Son, lest he be angry
    and you be destroyed in your way,
    for his wrath can flare up in a moment.
    Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

  Matthew 22:37-38 ( NIV ) 37Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’   38This is the first and greatest commandment. 

This is a covenant command to us.
1 Peter 1:15-16 ( NIV ) 15But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;  16for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 
This is also a covenant command to us!

This morning how are you doing in your covenant relationship with God? 

  Are you striving to be a covenant keeper with your eyes fixed on the promise that awaits you?

15For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—

The promise of the covenant is our eternal inheritance as a child of God….
 The reward is an eternity with the Lord in Heaven.

 The practice field or our training ground and proving ground is in this life.

 Modeling this covenant in our marriages, with our families and friends and in the workplace and the marketplace. 
 All with the help of the covenant seal God has provided---His Holy Spirit.

1 Cor. 6:19 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.
 
The Holy Spirit we received the day we were saved is God’s seal of the covenant relationship we have entered with Him.
 We have become a temple in which He resides.

 Are we honoring God by allowing His Spirit to rule and reign within our lives fulfilling our part of the covenant relationship?
