TITLE: CHRISTIAN DUTY


TEXT:  Ps.127:1; Ro. 13:1; Jere. 6:16; Mt. 19:14; Ezek. 16:20; 
Ps. 82:2-4; Is. 1:15-17; Pr. 14:11-12; 2 Chr. 7:13-14; 1 Pet. 4:17

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about Christian duty.  
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Psalms 127:1 (NIV) 1    Unless the LORD builds the house,     its builders labor in vain.     Unless the LORD watches over the city,     the watchmen stand guard in vain.

In a little over a month we will have an election in this country as we do every couple years.
 Do you appreciate the value of that privilege this morning?
 Do you see your right to choose your leaders in this nation as a privilege?
 Do you recognize that this privilege is a gift of God?

Thomas Jefferson once said:
" And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis--a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are the gift of God?
They are not to be violated but by His wrath? Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just: that His justice cannot sleep forever."

Roma 13:1 (NIV) .... for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 

 Here in America God has gifted us with a unique form of government. One that is off the people, by the people and for the people..

 The authority that has been established by God to rule in America is "we the people"!

 God has gifted us with the privilege of choosing for ourselves our leaders…

  It is a great privilege but it comes also with a great responsibility..

The tragic thing is, it is estimated that less then 50% of the people who are eligible to vote in this election will.

Over the last several years, one of the largest blocks of people who are eligible to vote yet who stay at home and don't participate are Christians.

  Why? I think many within the Church have lost sight that the liberties that we enjoy as a  nation, particularly the liberty, the freedom to choose our own leadership, is a gift of God Almighty!

 And it is sad, that we the Church, have seemed to have lost sight of that fact..

 Over the last several decades, the Church, as a whole, has come to view politics as a dirty business.  And maybe it is, but if it is,  could it be because, we, the Church, are  the ones that are largely responsible?

 How?  Through our apathy and non- involvement!

Maybe you have heard people say “Voting for the lessor of two evils is still voting for evil.” Then they proceed to explain why they plan to vote for a candidate who they know has no chance of winning - or they plan not to vote at all.  But doesn’t the above cliche’ imply that somewhere there is a candidate who has NO evil?   The truth is, the perfect candidate does not exit. In reality, no matter who we vote for, we are voting for some amount of evil. So the cliche’ is really just a clever trick designed to neutralize voters who have high moral standards.


Charles Finney was a famous early American revivalist, minister and preacher from one of America's greatest revival periods, the second great awakening in the early 1800's.
   Charles Finney understood this principle of  the importance of Christians being involved in the American political process when he said:
 "The Church must take right ground in regards to politics...
Politics are a part of religion in such a country as this, and Christians must do their duty to the country as part of their duty to God... God will bless or curse this nation, according to the course (Christians) take (in politics)"!

  Even if every Christians would vote in this election it will not instantly change America but it will start the process. God told the Israelite’s that they would need to talk the land of promise incrementally.
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Deuteronomy 7:22(NKJV) 
22And the Lord your God will drive out those nations before you little by little; you will be unable to destroy them at once, lest the beasts of the field become too numerous for you. 

We must not allow idealism to steal our vote. We must participate and vote for the candidate who best represents our values and claim what ground we can while simultaneously working to increase our numbers. Otherwise, we create a vacuum which will be filled by a different enemy who is equally unfriendly.

Christians have been extremely guilty in failing to consistently take ground in politics and the time has come to act differently.

 John Jay, the original Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court once said:
 "Providence (God) has given to our people the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty--as well as the privilege and interest-- of our Christian nation to select and prefer Christians for our rulers".

 Wow! Do you think you would hear this same sentiment coming from our supreme court today?

   If this nation is indeed headed for judgment for the sins that it has embraced as a nation, then is it largely because of the course that, we the Church, have taken (or not taken) in regard to our politics?

  This election year, more then any other is recent years, I believe holds enormous potential for the Church to make a real difference and get America back on a right path toward God.

[bookmark: 16]   Jeremiah 6:16 (NIV) 16This is what the LORD says:     “Stand at the crossroads and look;     ask for the ancient paths,     ask where the good way is, and walk in it,     and you will find rest for your 
souls.’

  When we get off on the wrong path in life, a path that leads away from God, a path that is another or alternate path then the one God has for us, either as an individual or corporately as a nation, we, as Gods people need to stand at the crossroads and look, ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is and then walk in that good way once again.

 I think that God may very well be bringing us to such  a  crossroad as a nation today..

  The most important issues that are facing our nation today is not what will happen to social security. It is not what to do with a failing educational system.  It is not foreign policy in a ever changing and hostile world!. 
 It is not global warming or whether to open up oil drilling in some national park in Alaska or not.
 It is not our pourous borders and illigal immigration.
It is not even the threat we face in the war on terror.

 The most crucial and important issues facing our nation today is what are we going to to about things such as the plight of our unborn children with legalized abortion. 
About wheter we allow and condone same sex marriage or give civil rights to what God says is sexual perversion! Or are we goiung to continue to keep God out of our public places and puiblic schools.

 Are we, as a nation, going to continue the practice of abortion on demand or are we going to move in a direction that will put an end to this blight on American history that will eventually bring the judgment hand of God down upon this nation..
 Are we going to a pass a marriage amendment to the Constitution that protects the sanctity of the family by defining marriage as between one man and one woman?
 Are we going to strive to invite God back into our educational process and back into all public areas?

 This could be a decisive time in our nations history-- whether we continue to take this nation down a road that will eventually lead to its destruction or whether we right some very  serious wrongs within our nation.

    Church, it is important we know where the person and political party that we are planing to cast our vote for stands on these kind of issues because who ends up in Congress and the Senate the next 2 years  may very well determine what direction that this nation takes on these issues.

  All of us have issues that are important to us as individuals....
 To some it is taxes---or over taxation and being able to keep more of the money that we work for.
 To some it may be Social security and being assured that it will be there for you...
  Some want to be sure that they will be able to afford the medications that they need.....
 Some want to be sure that their children get a good quality education...

 All of these issues are important ones and we should be concerned about them....

 But what we need to understand is that they all pale, or should pale compared to the issue of whether we grant the basic right to life to all of our citizens... especially our most innocent and venerable citizens, our unborn children…

   Church, as Christians who will be held accountable to God for what we do in His name, we need to ask ourselves a question....what is God most concerned about?

 What would Jesus do? What would Jesus be most concerned about in an election?  
 Issues that addressed his personal prosperity and comfort or issues that addressed the rights and protection of those who can't protect themselves?

 Do you think Jesus would be more concerned about getting a tax cut or getting His social security check or His medications paid for, or being able to go to college ---Or would He be more concerned about protecting the life of a child Or protecting the sanctity of marriage, or making sure that God was welcomed into all areas of American life?

  It was Jesus who said:
Matt 19:14 (NIV) Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." 

 Folks, you can't hinder a child more then to take their life before they have a chance to live it!

  God may just as well been speaking to us today when He said in...
  Ezek 16:20 (NIV) "`And you took your sons and daughters whom you bore to me and sacrificed them as food to the idols. Was your prostitution not enough? 
21 You slaughtered my children and sacrificed them to the idols. 
22 In all your detestable practices and your prostitution you did not remember the days of your youth, when you were naked and bare, kicking about in your blood. 

 How are we sacrificing our children to the idols today?
 What idol are we sacrificing our children to in this country through the practice of abortion?

 The idol of self, the idol of self gratification and self indulgence!
  You see it is easier to gratify self, gratify the pleasures of our flesh and conceive and then abort then it is to simply abstain!
     There are 1.3 million non- therapeutic abortions performed annually in the United States!

 Non-therapeutic simply means that they are not performed to insure the life and health of the mother! 
 What does that mean? It means that abortion has become just another form of birth control in America!
 Which it is not! Abortion should never be confused with birth control! Birth control prevents life from beginning! Abortion snuffs out that life after is has begun!

  Do you want to hear some irony this morning....
    One of the big issues in most political campaigns is social security.
 When social security began in this country there were something like 37 workers paying into the system for every person drawing from the system. Today I think it is 3-5 people working for every person who is drawing social security benefits. Within the next 10 years when most of the baby boomers will be retired it is estimated that there will be only 1.5 workers paying into the system for every person drawing from the system!
  Think about that! If I retire in 10 years and draw say $1000..00 per month social security then one of my children or grandchildren is going to have to be taxed almost $1000.00 out of there paycheck each month just in social security taxes to keep my checks coming!

  The irony in all this is--- what has happened to the worker base in America to keep social security going.... Over the last 50 years we have killed off over 70 million potential taxpayers through legalized abortion!    

 Don't get me wrong, this is not the reason that anyone should be against abortion! We should be against abortion simply because it is wrong! It takes away innocent life! It transgresses the law of God! 
But none the less we have to see the irony in it!

  I don't necessarily think that Gods judgment against America for its national sins, if we fail to turn our nation around and get it back on a right path toward God, will come from outside force's. I think, like most great civilizations that have fallen, it will fall from within.
 Remember what Jefferson said....
" And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis--a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are the gift of God? They are not to be violated but by His wrath? Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just: that His justice cannot sleep forever."

    Prior to the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor America was asleep. Hitler was ravaging through Europe intent on the elimination an entire race of people and America was, for the most part, apathetic to their cause... We had not yet got involved.
 One of the Japanese leaders in Japan had a fear in mounting the  sneak attack against America at Pearl Harbor. His fear was that they would awaken a sleeping giant!
 And they did! They got America involved!
  With our allies we fought a war on two fronts and won!

 Church, my question to you this morning is this...
      What is it going to take to wake America up today? What is it going to take to wake you and I,  the Church, up in America to the plight of a class of people who are being eliminated?  What is it going to take to wake us up to the plight of our unborn? To see that what we have allowed to happen is wrong! It breaks the heart of God!

  God has this to say to His people in....
Psal 82:2 (NIV) "How long will you defend the 
unjust and show partiality to the wicked! 
3 Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; 
maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed. 
4 Rescue the weak and needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked. 

I feel that God is saying this to you and I, His Church today particulary in regards to our unborn Children who are being mercilessly destroyed every day!
"How long will you defend the 
unjust and show partiality to the wicked? 
3 Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; 
maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed. 
4 Rescue the weak and needy; 
deliver them from the hand of the wicked. 

Roma 13:1 (NIV) Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 

  We have been called to submit ourselves to our ruling authorities but what we need to understand is that in this nation, we the people are to be the ruling authority!
     And if we have leaders that we have elected that don't represent us, don't hold our values and end up doing wicked things, pass immoral laws then we the people have the obligation to vote them out of office and place those there that do more adequately represent us!
   God says in....
Isai 1:15 (NIV) When you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide my eyes from you; 
even if you offer many prayers, I will not listen. 
Your hands are full of blood; 
16 wash and make yourselves clean. 
Take your evil deeds out of my sight! 
Stop doing wrong, 
17 learn to do right! Seek justice, 
encourage the oppressed.  
Defend the cause of the fatherless, 
plead the case of the widow. 

What we need in this nation to fix all the problems that we have is simply God! God's blessing!

 All of our ideas and plans wont fix education, they won't fix social security, they wont stop violence in our schools and in our streets, they won’t protect us from terror....only God can do that!

 I believe that As a nation we can plead all that we want to God for Him to bless our nation! Fix social security, fix education, stop the violence, protect us from terror, withhold judgment....


  When can spread out our hands in prayer all that we want but He will hide His eyes from us; even if we offer many prayers, He will not listen. Because our hands are full of blood; the blood of over 60 million of our unborn...
  What we need is God's blessings to fall upon our nation but that will not happen nationally until we  .... wash and make ourselves clean. 
 Take our evil deeds out of His sight! 
Stop doing wrong, learn to do right! Seek justice, 
encourage the oppressed.  

Benjamin Franklin
"If a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without His aid?
We've been assured in the sacred writings that, "except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it."
  
  As a Nation today, Is the Lord building our house? Is God still the cornerstone of our nation? Are we pleasing in His sight as a nation today?

Prov 14:11 (NIV) The house of the wicked will be destroyed, but the tent of the upright will flourish. 
12 There is a way that seems right to a man, 
but in the end it leads to death. 

 We have embraced a lot of things as a nation today that may seem right to man but in the end  they will lead to death because they are not right to God?

So what is the answer for us as a nation today?

  2Chr 7:13 (NIV) "When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people, 
14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

 Church, America needs healed! 
 We need the blessings of God if we are going to survive as a nation!

 But the buck stops here! 

1Pet 4:17 (NIV) For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 

 Church, our form of democracy is a gift from God! It is unique to any form of government that has ever existed!
 I believe it is God inspired and as Christians we have an obligation, a duty to get involved! Let our voice be heard! Stand up for God! Defend our Godly heritage!

 To go out and vote, not our pocketbook but vote our conscience!

"Providence (God) has given to our people the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty--as well as the privilege and interest-- of our Christian nation to select and prefer Christians for our rulers".

 We need to make sure that whoever we cast our vote for stands for the things that are important to us as a Christian....

 When it comes to the issues of our day we need to ask ourself which ones are the most important to the Lord... Ask ourself W.W.J.D. And then do it!


We need to take back America for God! 

We can do that by letting our voice be heard through how we vote! 

Freedom isn’t free! The freedoms that you and I enjoy as Americans today has come at a great cost! Many have paid for the freedoms that you and I have with their very lives!
 So we should never take our freedom lightly or for granted!

 For us as an American to not take the time to vote whenever we have that opportunity is an insult to those who have sacrificed their all to preserve us this right!
 For us as a Christians to not take the time to vote, I believe, is an insult to God who has blessed us with the privelidge!

Individually we may not have much of an impact but corporatly we can do a lot--- If we let are voice be heard…
"Providence (God) has given to our people the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty--as well as the privilege and interest-- of our Christian nation to select and prefer Christians for our rulers".

This election season how will you respond to your God given responsibility?
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