“BUY THE TRUTH AND SELL IT NOT”
Prov. 23:23
I.  Int.
A.  These words were written by a very wise and God fearing King
B.  They counsel us

1.  To find the truth, to be sure it is the truth

2.  To buy it and sell it not
C.  Our responsibility to accept and hold to the truth is 

               further illustrated by a parable of Jesus in Mt. 13:45-46

1.  The “goodly pearl” of this parable is the “truth”

2.  We are commanded to “Buy the truth”
3.  Notice the parable teaches we must be willing to sell
    all to “purchase the truth”

II.  WHAT IS TRUTH?

A.  IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT WE BE ABLE TO RECOGNIZE THE TRUTH
1.  Not everything you read, hear or see is true

B.  WHAT IS TRUTH?
1.  Ask a Jew-He will tell you it is the Torah

2.  Ask a Catholic-He will tell you it is the Cathecism
3.  Ask a Mormon-Book of Mormons
4.  Others say-truth is relative
a. What is true today is not tommorow
     b. Truth may be relative in certain areas But, certainly 
           not in Spiritual matters

5.  Jesus said “thy word is truth”-Jn. 17:17

III.  1st, THE TEXT ADMONISHES “BUY THE TRUTH”

A.  1st, THIS IMPLIES THAT ONE CAN READ AND UNDEDRSTAND  THE TRUTH (EPH. 3:3-4) 
1.  We can learn and understand God’s plan of Salvation

2.  We can read and understand How to worship God-Discuss
3.  We can understand God’s plan for the church-Eph. 4:12
4.  WE can understand God’s plan for church organization-
    Ph. 1:1

B.  2nd, IN STUDYING THE  WORD OF GOD IT IS VERY IMPORTANT

1.  That we rightly divide it-2 Tim. 2:15
a.  Two divisions-Old and New-Heb. 10:9

b.  First four books-Gospels-Give us the Biography of Christ which produces faith
c.  Acts-book of conversion-ask and answers the 

    question “What Must I Do To Be Saved?”

d.  Letters written to churches and Christians instructing them in how to serve God

e.  Revelation-give encouragement

2.  Who is speaking?  Inspired or uninspired men?

3.  To whom? Christian or non Christian?
4.  Why?-purpose
5.  Be careful not to contradict
C.  3RD,  WE ARE COMMANDED I Cor. 1:10
1.  We can all agree on Eph. 4:3-

D.  4th, THE TEXT IMPLIES THAT ONE MUST BE PREPARED TO PAY THE PRICE 

1.  The merchant-Mt. 13:46

2.  Truth is often expensive
a.  The disciples of Jesus left home, job, and all to 

    follow hIM-Mt. 10:28-30

b.  Today, we leave Jesus for homes and jobs

IV.  2nd, THE PASSAAGE IMPLIES THAT WE ARE TO “BUY ALL” THE THE TRUTH
A.  NOT PART OF IT
1.  Many are willing to accept “Part” of the truth But not all

    The truth

2.  The rich young ruler-Lk. 18:18-25

3.  Now turn to Acts 10:33
a.  I wish all  had this attitude-many do not

b.  What is your attitude toward truth?
c.  Is truth lmportant to you?
B.  BUY IT
1.  No value in just knowing it-“Buy it”-don’t allow anyone or anything hinder you
a. family, loved ones or friends
2.  What does it mean to “Buy the truth?”

a.  Believe it-Obey it-Stand for it-Sacrifice for it

C.  BUY IT NOW-2 Cor. 6:2
V.  3rd, “SELL IT NOT”
A.  DON’T SELL THE TRUTH FOR ANY AMOUNT

B.  NOTHING ELSE IS EQUAL TO IT IN VALUE
1.  In law -all court procedure is based on the witness telling the truth and the jury deciding on the 
    basis of truth

a.  life and death may be in the balance

2.  IN business-good business depends on it

3.  In Marriage
a.  God expects us to keep our vows-Mt. 19:6
b.  God holds us responsibility
c.  1 man for 1 woman for life with 1 exception
C.  THE MOST IMPORTANT APPLICATION OF TRUTH IS IN 

    RELIGION-Jn. 8:32; I Pet. 4:11
1.  In view of this statement, we need to examine what   
We believe

2.  The wise man counseled “Buy the Truth and sell it not”

V.  CONCLUSION:

A.  WILL YOU ACCEPT GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION?
B.  WILL YOU ACCEPT HIS PATTERN OF:

1. Worship as set forth in the N.T.

2. His pattern of Organization

3. His Word as the standard by which you live your

Life

        C.  If so, will you come as we stand and sing

