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TITLE: Recognizing God’s Provision
TEXT: 2 Peter 1:2-11; 2 Cor. 9:6-15
INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about recognizing God’s provision. Do you recognize God’s provision in your day to day life? Do you recognize and acknowledge that all good things come from the hand of God?



2 Peter 1:2-11(NIV) 
2Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 
3His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 
4Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 
5For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 
6and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 
7and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 
8For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 
10Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, 
11and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
What a wonderful promise God has given us here! To be a partaker of the divine nature!

3His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 
4Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 


Oswald Chambers in “My Utmost for His Highest” gives this commentary on these verses of Scripture:
“We are made “partakers of the divine nature,” receiving and sharing God’s own nature through His promises. Then we have to work that divine nature into our human nature by developing godly habits. The first habit to develop is the habit of recognizing God’s provision for us. We say, however, “Oh, I can’t afford it.” One of the worst lies is wrapped up in that statement. We talk as if our heavenly Father has cut us off without a penny! We think it is a sign of true humility to say at the end of the day, “Well, I just barely got by today, but it was a severe struggle.” And yet all of Almighty God is ours in the Lord Jesus! And He will reach to the last grain of sand and the remotest star to bless us if we will only obey Him. Does it really matter that our circumstances are difficult? Why shouldn’t they be! If we give way to self-pity and indulge in the luxury of misery, we remove God’s riches from our lives and hinder others from entering into His provision. 
No sin is worse than the sin of self-pity, because it removes God from the throne of our lives, replacing Him with our own self-interests.
 It causes us to open our mouths only to complain, and we simply become spiritual sponges— always absorbing, never giving, and never being satisfied. And there is nothing lovely or generous about our lives.

Before God becomes satisfied with us, He will take everything of our so-called wealth, until we learn that He is our Source; as the psalmist said, “All my springs are in You” (Psalm 87:7). If the majesty, grace, and power of God are not being exhibited in us, God holds us responsible. “God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you . . . may have an abundance . . .” (2 Corinthians 9:8)— then learn to lavish the grace of God on others, generously giving of yourself. Be marked and identified with God’s nature, and His blessing will flow through you all the time.”
 Have we become partakers of His divine Nature?  
That will be a necessity if we are going to truly recognize God’s provision in our lives and the primary reason for that provision…
Why is it that God blesses us or that God wants to bless us?

  Because we are His children and He wants us to have all that this life has to offer?

  Because, as His Children, we are heirs of God, co-heirs with Jesus Christ?

 Because, as a child of God, we simply deserve it?

I think that we can safely say none of the above…
  I believe the Apostle Paul reveals to us the primary reason for Gods blessing of provision to us in:

2 Corinthians 9:6-15(NIV) 
6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 
7Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 
9As it is written: “He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”£ 
10Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 
11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 
12This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 
13Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 
14And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 
15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!

 Why does God bless us?  God blesses so that we will use of that blessing to bless others. He blesses us so that we will become a clearing house of His blessings passing them on to others who may need them.
 I think all too often instead of being a clearinghouse of God’s blessing we are more of a storehouse of Gods blessing.

 A storehouse is where goods are put up and stored.

 A clearinghouse is where goods come into to be distributed.

Example-coupons

 When you turn in your coupons at the grocery store at the end of the day they add them all up and put them into bundles and send them to a clearinghouse. 

  The clearing house will pay the store the face amount of the coupon and then they will separate the coupons by the issuing companies and send them back to them and collect their 2 cent per coupon handling fee.

  Everything they get is passed on…..

God has called us to be, not a storehouse of His blessings, but He has called us to be  a clearing house of His blessings.

 And to what end or for what purpose? 

So that men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 
14And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 

Why are we blessed?

 11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 
We will be made rich so that we can be generous!
And it is all so that God will be praised!

Praised by us who receive His blessings and then praised by others who we may pass some of those blessings on to.
11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 
12This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 
13Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 

I ran across an example of Christ like generosity a while back.
Anne Keegan’s article “Blue Christmas” was a collection of Christmas stories told by Chicago police officers. One was the story of George White.
George lived in a rented room at the YMCA. He had one set of clothes, shoes wrapped with rubber bands to keep the soles from flopping, and a threadbare black overcoat. He spent his mornings napping in an old metal chair by the heater in the back of the 18th Precinct District office.
Two officers, Kitowski and Mitch, took an interest in the old man, occasionally slipping him a few bucks. They found out that Billy the Greek over at the G&W grill gave him a hot breakfast every morning, no charge.
The two policemen and their families decided to have George as their guest for Christmas dinner. They gave him presents, which he unwrapped carefully.
As they drove him back to the Y, George asked, “Are these presents really mine to keep?” They assured him they were. “Then we must stop at the G&W before I go home,” he said. With that, George began rewrapping his presents.
When they walked into the restaurant, Billy the Greek was there as always. “You been good to me, Billy,” said George. “Now I can be good to you. Merry Christmas.” George gave all his presents away on the spot.
This story reminded me of the words of Scripture: 

11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

 We can also see Christ like generosity in the story of 

a man named Milton Petrie.
 Milton Petrie’s parents were Russian immigrants who ran a pawn shop in Salt Lake City when he was born. Milton J. Petrie went to work in a department store in Indianapolis, Indiana at the age of sixteen for ten dollars a week. In 1927, he started a chain of hosiery stores, but it ultimately failed. He then built a large retail company called Petrie Stores, which operated over seventeen hundred discount women's clothing stores under various names, Petries, Jean Nicole, Rave, Stuarts, Winklemans, Marianne's and G & G.  In 1987, he began to acquire shares in Toys "R" Us for less than a dollar per share. His stake grew to 38% percent of the company and was worth $1.5 billion at the time of his death. 
He never forgot the early days. He has given away over 123 million dollars. He does not give only to charities like cancer research and the Metropolitan Museum of Art. He reads the newspapers for stories of unfortunate people and then writes them checks: 
He gave $20,000 a year to Marl, a model whose face was slashed in an attack instigated by a former landlord. He was especially generous to police officers. He pledged $20,000 a year to the widow of Anthony Venditti, a New York City police detective who was killed in a 1986 shootout, as well as setting up trust funds for the college education of the detective's children. He made the same gift to the widow of Louis Miller, a New York City police detective who was killed in 1987 and to Steven McDonald, a New York City police officer who was shot and paralyzed in 1987. 

  He often demanded anonymity and was uncomfortable talking about his gifts.
Cathie Gebhart shares about a particular Christmas when her children were small:

My three-year-old son helped me with the community toy drive. 
First he cleaned out his toy box, then helped fix defective items, and collected donations for “kids that don’t have anything to play with.” When Christmas Day came, Timmy received his much wanted Sesame Street Play House.

 After playing with it all day, I found him trying to rewrap it. When I asked him what he was doing, he said, “I want to give this to one of the kids that doesn’t have anything to play with ‘cause if I didn’t have any toys, this is what I would want.”
11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

 How these kinds of acts of generosity must please the heart of God!
—Sir Henry Taylor once said:
“He who gives what he would readily throw away, gives without generosity; for the essence of generosity is in self-sacrifice.”
 3His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 
4Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 

 This morning when looking inward into our own heart and life are we partakers of the Divine nature. When reflecting upon ourselves do we get a glimpse of the Divine Nature of Christ?
Do we realize that in our relationship with Christ we 

 will be made rich in every way so that we can be generous on every occasion, and our generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

Do we recognize that all that we have is a gift of God?
That God has provided us with it?

 Some of which is for us to enjoy and some of it to be used as seed…Seed that is to be sowed….
10Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 
11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 
When we look inward do we see, not a storehouse, but a clearinghouse?
 Do we have the spiritual insight that we are made rich in every way so that we can be generous on every occasion and that through our generosity God will be thanked ands praised?

 For it is only when we do that we will be a partaker of His Divine nature being a reflection of Him into our world….

Is that your desire this morning?
