
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

   
 

   

 
  

   
  

 
  

 
  

 

 
    

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

2013 PQRS Resource Guide
 
This resource guide provides a list of helpful materials for eligible professionals (EPs) participating in the 
Physician Quality Reporting System (PQRS) program. Resources are organized by PQRS topic area, 
including how to get started, selecting quality measures, reporting methods, payment information, and 
feedback on participation. 

Where Should I Go To Get Started? 
Resource Description 

PQRS Overview Fact Sheet This fact sheet provides an overview of PQRS and how to 
participate, as well as information on reporting methods, 
selecting measures, and receiving incentive payments. 

List of PQRS Eligible Professionals This fact sheet provides a list of eligible professionals (EPs) 
who are able to participate in PQRS. 

PQRS Updates for 2013 This fact sheet discusses changes for PQRS in 2013, including 
information on payments, measures, and reporting criteria. 

Quality Reporting Programs 
Comparison Matrix for 2013 

This table provides information on the Value-Based Payment 
Modifier, PQRS, and Electronic Prescribing (eRx) programs. The 
chart includes information on which providers will be affected 
by each program, when to report quality measures, and where 
to find additional information. 

PQRS Help Desk Support This webpage includes information about the PQRS Help Desk, 
including the phone number: 1-866-288-8912 (TTY: 1-877-715-
6222), the email address: Qnetsupport@sdps.org, help desk 
hours, and types of issues handled by the help desk. 

Where Should I Go For Assistance With Measure Selection?
 
Resource Description  

Measure Specifications and Resources for 2013 

PQRS Measure List Implementation 
Guide* 

This zip file includes an implementation guide with a list of 
quality measures and information on how to implement 
claims-based reporting for the 2013 reporting year. 

PQRS Supporting Documents for 
Individual Measures* 

This zip file includes PQRS supporting documents with 
information on the 2013 quality-data code (QDC) categories 
and the claims/registry measure specifications manual for 
individual measures. 
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http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/index.html?redirect=/PQRS/
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/PQRS_OverviewFactSheet_2013_08_06.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/PQRS_List-of-EligibleProfessionals_022813.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRS_Updates_Whats_New_060313.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_Quality_Reporting_Programs_Comparison_Final.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_Quality_Reporting_Programs_Comparison_Final.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/HelpDeskSupport.html
mailto:Qnetsupport@sdps.org
http://www.cms.gov/apps/ama/license.asp?file=/PQRS/downloads/2013_PQRS_MeasuresList_ImplementationGuide_12192012.zip
http://www.cms.gov/apps/ama/license.asp?file=/PQRS/downloads/2013_PQRS_MeasuresList_ImplementationGuide_12192012.zip
http://www.cms.gov/apps/ama/license.asp?file=/PQRS/downloads/2013_PQRS_IndClaimsRegistry_MeasureSpec_SupportingDocs_12192012.zip
http://www.cms.gov/apps/ama/license.asp?file=/PQRS/downloads/2013_PQRS_IndClaimsRegistry_MeasureSpec_SupportingDocs_12192012.zip


 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Resource Description 

PQRS Supporting Documents for 
Measure Groups * 

This zip file includes PQRS supporting documents with 
information on the 2013 quality-data code (QDC) categories 
and the claims/registry measure specifications manual for 
measure groups. 

PQRS Measure Applicability Validation 
Documents* 

This zip file includes PQRS supporting validation documents 
with information on validation of individual measures under 
the claims-based reporting method for the 2013 program year. 

How Do I Choose A Reporting Method?
 
Resource Description  

1. Claims Reporting 

Claims Reporting Made Simple 2013 This fact sheet describes claims-based reporting and outlines 
steps EPs or practices should take prior to participating in 
PQRS. 

Claims-Based Coding and Reporting 
Principles 

This fact sheet provides information on claims-based coding 
and reporting, including how to get started, coding and billing 
principles, and principles for submitting and reporting quality-
data codes. 

CMS-1500 Claim Example for PQRS This document provides an example of a CMS-1500 claim for 
the 2013 PQRS program year. 

Reporting the Preventive Care 
Measures Group Via Claims for 2013 

This document provides information on how to report the 
preventive care measures group for the PQRS 2013 program 
year. 

2. Registry Reporting (for EPs and Vendors) 

PQRS Registry Reporting Made Simple 
for 2013 

This fact sheet provides information on registry-based 
reporting and outlines steps that EPs or groups participating in 
GPRO should take in selecting a registry for the 2013 PQRS 
program year. 

Participating Registry Vendors for 2013 This fact sheet provides a list of registry vendors for the 2013 
PQRS program year. The list specifies if they are accepting new 
clients and the measures they support. 

2013 Registry Vendor Criteria This guide lists vendor requirements for submitting data from 
a source other than an EHR on behalf of EPs. 

3. EHR Reporting (for EPs and Vendors) 

PQRS and EHR Reporting Made Simple 
for 2013 

This fact sheet outlines steps that EPs should take in selecting 
an EHR to report measures for the 2013 PQRS program year. 
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http://www.cms.gov/apps/ama/license.asp?file=/pqrs/downloads/2013_PQRS_MeasuresGroupsSpecs_ReleaseNotes_SupportingDocs_03042013.zip
http://www.cms.gov/apps/ama/license.asp?file=/pqrs/downloads/2013_PQRS_MeasuresGroupsSpecs_ReleaseNotes_SupportingDocs_03042013.zip
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRS_MeasureApplicabilityValidation_Docs_030413.zip
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRS_MeasureApplicabilityValidation_Docs_030413.zip
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/2013-PQRS-Claims-Reporting-Made-Simple.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/2013-PQRS-Claims-Based-Coding-and-Reporting-Principles-.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/2013-PQRS-Claims-Based-Coding-and-Reporting-Principles-.pdf
http://cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRS_sampleCMS1500claim_12-19-2012.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/PQRS908649.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/PQRS908649.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRS_SatisfactoryReporting-Registry_041813.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRS_SatisfactoryReporting-Registry_041813.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013ParticipatingRegistryVendors_05172013.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_RegistryVendorCriteria_04082013.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/2013-PQRS-EHR-Reporting.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/2013-PQRS-EHR-Reporting.pdf


 

 
 

  

 
  

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

  
 

 

  

  

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

Resource Description 

PQRS and Medicare EHR Incentive 
Pilot Reference Guide 

This guide provides information for EPs participating in the 
Medicare EHR Incentive Program on reporting requirements 
through the PQRS-Medicare EHR Incentive Pilot. 

EHR Direct Vendors List This fact sheet provides a list of EHR vendors whose systems 
have been qualified to submit data for the 2013 PQRS program 
year. 

EHR Data Submission Vendors This fact sheet provides a list of EHR data submission vendors 
who are able to submit PQRS data on behalf of EPs 
participating in the PQRS and eRx programs. 

EHR Data Submission Vendor Criteria This guide provides information on EHR vendor criteria for 
submitting data for 2013 PQRS measures. 

EHR Reporting Supporting Documents 
for EPs* 

This zip file includes EHR supporting documents with 
information on the EHR measure specifications for EPs 
participating in PQRS in 2013.  

EHR Reporting Supporting Documents 
for Vendors* 

This zip file includes EHR supporting documents for vendors 
with information on data requirements for vendor reporting. 

4. Group Practice Reporting Option (GPRO) 

GPRO Made Simple for 2013 This fact sheet provides information for group practices 
participating in the GPRO for the 2013 PQRS reporting year. 

GPRO Requirements for 2013 This document provides a list of 2013 requirements for group 
practices participating in the GPRO to submit PQRS data. 

GPRO Measures List Supporting 
Documents for 2013* 

This zip file of GPRO supporting documents provides 
information on measure specifications and release notes. 

Where Can I Find More Information on Payments, 

Adjustments, and Other Quality Programs? 
Resource Description 

1. Incentive Payments 

2013 PQRS Measure Applicability 
Validation Documents* 

This zip file includes materials to help providers understand 
the 2013 PQRS Measure-Applicability Validation (MAV) 
Process for Claims-Based Reporting of Individual Measures. 

Decision Tree for Incentive Payments This chart outlines the different participation options for the 
2013 PQRS program year. 
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http://www.cms.gov/eHealth/downloads/CMS_PQRS_ParticipationDocument.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/eHealth/downloads/CMS_PQRS_ParticipationDocument.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013QualifiedEHRDirectVendors.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013ParticipatingDataSubmissionVendors_08212013.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_EHRDataSubmissionVendorCriteria.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/apps/ama/license.asp?file=/pqrs/downloads/2013_EHR_Documents_for_Eligible_Professionals_12192012.zip
http://www.cms.gov/apps/ama/license.asp?file=/pqrs/downloads/2013_EHR_Documents_for_Eligible_Professionals_12192012.zip
http://www.cms.gov/apps/ama/license.asp?file=/pqrs/downloads/2013-EHR-Documents-for-Vendors-12212012.zip
http://www.cms.gov/apps/ama/license.asp?file=/pqrs/downloads/2013-EHR-Documents-for-Vendors-12212012.zip
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRSGPROMadeSimple_F508_06032013.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRS_GPRO_Requirements-07-15-2013.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/apps/ama/license.asp?file=/pqrs/downloads/2013_PQRS_GPRO_MeasuresList_NarrativeSpecs_ReleaseNotes_12192012.zip
http://www.cms.gov/apps/ama/license.asp?file=/pqrs/downloads/2013_PQRS_GPRO_MeasuresList_NarrativeSpecs_ReleaseNotes_12192012.zip
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRS_MeasureApplicabilityValidation_Docs_030413.zip
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRS_MeasureApplicabilityValidation_Docs_030413.zip
http://cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRS_DecisionTree_01292013.pdf


 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

   

 
 

 
 

    

   
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
  

  

  

   
 

 
 

  

 
  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

PQRS Incentive Payment User Guide 
for 2012 

This guide describes how the 2012 PQRS incentive payments 
were calculated for EPs and group practices participating in 
PQRS. 

Tips for Using the Quality Reporting 
Support Page 

This document provides tips on how to navigate the Quality 
Reporting Communication Support Page, including tips for 
entering a PQRS/eRx Feedback Report Request, a PQRS 
Informal Review Request and a Self-Nomination Request. 

2. Payment Adjustments 

PQRS 2015 Payment Adjustment Fact 
Sheet 

This fact sheet provides information on the 2015 payment 
adjustments and guidance on how to avoid payment 
adjustments. 

3. Maintenance of Certification Program 

Maintenance of Certification Program 
Incentive Made Simple 

This fact sheet outlines steps for participation in the 
Maintenance of Certification Program Incentive. 

Maintenance of Certification 
Requirements 

This fact sheet outlines 2013 requirements in the Maintenance 
of Certification Program Incentive. 

Where Can I Find More Information On Feedback and 

Experience Reports? 
Resource Description 

1. Feedback Reports 

2013 Physician Quality Reporting This document provides steps for I!CS defined “organizations” 
System (PQRS) and Electronic to access their PQRS and eRx Incentive Program Feedback 
Prescribing (eRx) Incentive Program: Reports. 
Steps for I!CS Defined “Organizations” 
to Access Their PQRS and eRx 
Incentive Program Feedback Reports 

2013 Physician Quality Reporting 
System (PQRS) and Electronic 
Prescribing (eRx) Incentive Program: 
Process for Individual Eligible 
Professionals to Access National 
Provider Identifier (NPI)-Level PQRS 
and eRx Incentive Program Feedback 
Reports 

This document provides the process for individual eligible 
professionals to access National Provider Identifier (NPI)-Level 
PQRS and eRx Incentive Program Feedback Reports. 

2013 Interim Feedback Dashboard 
User Guide 

This guide provides information to EPs participating in PQRS on 
how to access and interpret the 2013 interim dashboard data. 
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http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2012_PQRS_GuideforIncentive_042913.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2012_PQRS_GuideforIncentive_042913.pdf
http://cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/Tips_for_Using_CSP_2013_Final.pdf
http://cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/Tips_for_Using_CSP_2013_Final.pdf
https://www.qualitynet.org/portal/server.pt/community/communications_support_system/234
https://www.qualitynet.org/portal/server.pt/community/communications_support_system/234
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013MLNSE13__AvoidingPQRSPaymentAdjustment_083013.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013MLNSE13__AvoidingPQRSPaymentAdjustment_083013.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_MOCP_IncentiveMadeSimple_041813.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_MOCP_IncentiveMadeSimple_041813.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013-MOC_Qualification_Requirements.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013-MOC_Qualification_Requirements.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRS_IACS-Organizations_12192012.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRS_IACS-Organizations_12192012.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRS_IACS-Organizations_12192012.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRS_IACS-Organizations_12192012.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRS_IACS-Organizations_12192012.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013_PQRS_IACS-Organizations_12192012.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/2013-PQRS-Access-NPI-Reports.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/2013-PQRS-Access-NPI-Reports.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/2013-PQRS-Access-NPI-Reports.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/2013-PQRS-Access-NPI-Reports.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/2013-PQRS-Access-NPI-Reports.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/2013-PQRS-Access-NPI-Reports.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/2013-PQRS-Access-NPI-Reports.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/2013-PQRS-Access-NPI-Reports.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013InterimFeedbackDashboardUserGuide_081913.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2013InterimFeedbackDashboardUserGuide_081913.pdf


 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

   
 
 

   
 
  

Resource Description 

2012 PQRS Feedback Report User 
Guide 

This guide provides the 2012 PQRS feedback reports with 
information on reporting rates, clinical performance, and 
incentives payments allocated. 

2012 Interim Feedback Dashboard 
User Guide 

This guide provides information to EPs participating in PQRS on 
how to access and interpret the 2012 interim dashboard data. 

Guide for Individual Practitioners to 
Access PQRS and eRx Incentive 
Program Feedback Reports 

This document provides information on how individual 
practitioners who participated in the PQRS or the eRx 
Incentive Program can access feedback reports. 

Tips for Using the Quality Reporting 
Support Page 

This document provides tips on how to navigate the Quality 
Reporting Communication Support Page, including tips for 
entering a PQRS/eRx Feedback Report Request, a PQRS 
Informal Review Request and a Self-Nomination Request. 

2. Experience Report 

2011 PQRS and eRx Experience 
Report* 

This zip file summarizes the reporting experience of EPs in the 
PQRS and eRx Incentive Program in 2011, as well as historical 
trends and preliminary results for the 2012 program year. 

*Please note the asterisk indicates zip files available for download. 

For more information or support on PQRS, please visit the PQRS website or the Help Desk. 
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http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2012_PQRSFeedbackReportUserGuide.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2012_PQRSFeedbackReportUserGuide.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2012InterimFeedbackDashboardUserGuide-F072712.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2012InterimFeedbackDashboardUserGuide-F072712.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/2013-PQRS-IACS-Feedback-Reports.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/2013-PQRS-IACS-Feedback-Reports.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/2013-PQRS-IACS-Feedback-Reports.pdf
http://cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/Tips_for_Using_CSP_2013_Final.pdf
http://cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/Tips_for_Using_CSP_2013_Final.pdf
https://www.qualitynet.org/portal/server.pt/community/communications_support_system/234
https://www.qualitynet.org/portal/server.pt/community/communications_support_system/234
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2011_PQRSeRx_Experience_Report_04092013.zip
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/Downloads/2011_PQRSeRx_Experience_Report_04092013.zip
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/index.html
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/PQRS/HelpDeskSupport.html
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