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The Psalmist says:
 *"May the favour of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work of our hands for us:yes establish the work of our hands"* 
Psalm 90:17.

Invariably, being successful in life is not as a result of your efforts but rather of God's favour. 

*The favour of God can be defined as God's approval or  unmeritted affection God bestows upon anyone He chooses, which makes the person to enjoy unusual attention so much that other people are inclined to like him or her.* 

It reminds me of a famous Yoruba adage; translation:

 *"Hard work does not translate to wealth, working like a slave does not amount to nothing.. all that count is the Favour of God".* 

I have always wandered why God decided to pick out Abraham; the son of an Idol worshipper; then I realised there is God's favour.

*Favour can also be defined as an act of kindness beyond what is due or usual.* 

When you are favoured by God,  it does not matter the odds and the opposition you face; you can be sure you will be  chosen. 

*Your location cannot limit the power of God's favour on your life.* 

Esther was well favoured in a foreign land.

Esther was not even qualified to attend the beauty pageant, neither did she use any extra beauty stuffs like other maiden did to enhance her beauty; yet she was *preferred to others.* 

 When you are favoured by God; *protocol will not matter.* 

Esther went into the king's inner chamber when she was not called; an offence that that is punishable by death, yet the king said:

 *"What is your petition? It shall be granted to you up to the half of the kingdom".* 
Esther 5:6.

 *Favour is when God sets His spotlight on a person in the midst of crowd and the fellow will be envied.* 

The bible says in regards to Isaac:

 *"For he had possession of flocks and possesion of herds and great store of servants that Philistines envied him".* 
Gen 26:2.

God's favour has set time for manifestation acording to God's timing.

 *"You will arise and have mercy on Zion, for the time to favour her has come; yes the set time has come"* 
Psalm 102:13.

When Rebekah got pregnant, the bible says the children struggled in her womb, so she went to make enquiry from God;

*"The Lord said to her: the sons in your womb will become two nations, from the beginning the two nations shall be rivals. One nation will be stronger than the other and your older son will serve your younger son".* 
Gen 25:23.

In otherwords, irrespective of how hard working Esau may be, Jacob has been divinely favoured aheard of time.

When God's favour is upon someone it does not matter what people do to bring the person down they will not succeed.  

Joseph was thrown in the prison:
 *"But the Lord was with Joseph and showed him mercy and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison".* 
Gen 39:21.

When a man is favoured by God, automatically he gets favoured by men and women.

" *And Esther found favour in the sight of everyone that saw her".* 
Esther 2:15.

*Favour gets you what ordinarily you are not entitled to get.* 

Other people may have the required skills or talent, they may have the basic educational certificate or experience for a position but God's favour supersedes all of that.
*Romans 9:16.* 

*Persistence in  Prayer is needed to actualize God's favour;* 

Such was the experience of Jabez as captured in the book of 1st  Chronicles 4:9.:

*"And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren".* 

It means that in  accordance with God's divine order Jabez had a *more glorious destiny* than all his other brothers.

However, the name his mother gave to him caused him pain and failure in life:

*"And his mother called his name Jabez saying 'because I bore him in pain".* 
1Chron 4:9.

What that suggest is that when you don't take prayerful control of your life the enemy can course set back.

*However, Jabez prayed and God granted all that he requested.* 
1 Chron 4:10.

When God favours an individual, it will affect people around him.

There is a Yoruba adage that says: 
" *To ori kan ba suwon aran igba"* 
Meaning: *"If a single person is favoured, it will affect two hundred other people".* 

When Jesus needed a ship to preach, there were two ships standing by the lake but Jesus entered the ship which belonged to Peter.

Subsequently, He instructed Peter to lunch his net and the result was that; *great multitude of fishes* that they had to beckon on the people in the other boat;

 *"And they came and filled both ships so that  they began to sink".* 
Luke 5:1-7.

Invariably, favour is *contagious;* 

Naban said to Jacob:
 *"I have learnt by experience that the Lord hath blessed me for thy sake".* 
Gen 30:27.

There is what is called *covenant of favour*.That is the kind of favour that God  had with Abraham.

That was why God said to Isaac after Abraham's death:

 *"I am the God of Abraham your father: fear not, for I am with you and will bless you and multiply your offspring  for my servant Abraham's sake".* 
Gen 26:24.

Little wonder, the bible said concerning Isaac:

 *"And the man waxed great and went forward and grew until he became very great".* 
Gen 26:13

In the same vein, the bible spoke about Jacob:

 *"And Jacob increases exceedingly and had much cattle , maidservants, menservants, camels and asses"* 
Gen 30:43.

In otherwords;
 *Abraham was great, Isaac was greater and Jacob was exceedingly great.* 

 *PRAYER* : you may be rejected  or unknown now but when the time of God's favour comes on you, the world we stand to celebrate you in Jesus name. 🙏🏼

 *I claim that for myself too*.

When it was time for Joseph to be favoured by Pharaoh, he was called out from the prison. 

*"Pharaoh sent for Joseph at once and he was quickly brought from the prison. After he shaved himself and changed his clothes, he went in and stood before Pharaoh".* 
Gen 41:14

*It does not matter where you have been operating for long;as the Lord lives before whom I stand, very soon you will be dinning with kings and princes of this world in Jesus name.*🙏🏼 👈🏽

In conclusion, Almost all the people God favoured in the bible were *God fearing people*.

*"The Lord takes pleasure in them that fear Him in those that hope in His mercy".* 
Psalm 147:11.

Name them : Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, David, Daniel, Esther; *they all feared God.* 

The bible says:
 *"The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life and he that wins a soul is wise".* 
Prov 11:30.

Soul winning attracts God's favour.

*JESUS Reigns*

Signed, Bro Cole

