TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Midweek Evening Prayer
for the Season of Easter
May 20, 2020
Rev. Jessica Hahn, Presiding Minister
During our “Stay Home. Stay Safe.” orders, we will offer videos of Evening
Prayer on Wednesdays each week to provide an opportunity to gather in prayer
and worship as a community. Readings will be selected from within the current
week’s Daily Revised Common Lectionary or a commemoration for the day.
Ascension of Our Lord, May 21, 2020
In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that
the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples were told
to not gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as
we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. We too long for the Spirit to enliven our
faith and invigorate our mission.
SERVICE OF LIGHT
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GATHERING HYMN

ELW #604
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O Christ, Our Hope

EVENING THANKSGIVING

PRAYER
P Let us pray.
Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, ascended far above all
heavens that he might fill all things. Mercifully give us faith to trust that, as he
promised, he abides with us on earth to the end of time, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Sit
FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11
[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from
the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty
days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them
not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is
what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
6
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods
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that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
P Word of God, Word of life.
C
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23
15
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us
who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body,
the fullness of him who fills all in all.
P Word of God, Word of life.
C
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53
44
[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you
while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise
from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of
these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the
city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
50
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.
51
While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And
they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in
the temple blessing God.
P Word of God, Word of life.
C
Thanks be to God.

Rev. Jessica Hahn
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A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!

Stand
PRAYERS
The presiding minister will chant the prayers. Each petition will end, “let us pray to the Lord”, and the
congregation will respond by singing, “Lord, have mercy.”

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us | pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us | pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us | pray to the
Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share, and for peaceful
times, let us | pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For public servants, the government, and those who protect us; for those who work to bring
peace, justice, healing, and protection in this and every place, let us | pray to the Lord. Lord,
have mercy.
For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering, and for those who are in
captivity, let us | pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us | pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all servants of the church, for the body of Christ united by the Spirit, and for all people
who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us | pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.
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For all the prayers of our hearts, (especially those in need of strength and healing…, and those prayers
we now lift up to you, either silently or aloud), let us | pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
A time of silence follows.
Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of
all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to you, (the petition
concludes as follows)

The prayers conclude:
P

C

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out
with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us
and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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BLESSING

DISMISSAL
P Let us go forth in peace.
C Amen.
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69 Griswold Street
Hillsdale, Michigan 49242
(517) 437-2647
www.tlchillsdale.org

SERVING AT TRINITY
Ministers: Every member of the congregation
Pastor: Rev. Jessica Hahn
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas
Parish Secretary: Lizabeth Taylor
Please contact us!
Church Office: Mondays & Wednesdays, 9 am – 5 pm
The office voicemail and email are checked regularly.
Email: tlchillsdale@yahoo.com
Pastor Hahn is available for emergencies any time.
For other questions, or just to chat, she is available by cell phone during her regular at-home
office hours on Tuesdays-Fridays, 9 am – 4 pm.
Contributions to the church or King’s Kupboard Food Pantry may be mailed to the church,
or you can donate through our website.

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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