Summer Bible Study:   GRACE UPON GRACE  by John Kleinig
Week 1:  June 22 Summary
In our introductory session to Dr. Kleinig's work, we spent some time discussing a way to proceed.  A study guide I have for the book (by Dr. Kleinig) would have us work through the text in 5 sessions.  To reduce the workload and encourage more in-depth study and discussion, we decided to split each of his sessions in half.  We will try to read the material for the next week noticing important concepts, words, and keeping track of individual questions or points of interest as we read and then discuss our observations and questions on the Wednesday gathering (or for you at home, through email).  To get a sense of the material we began reading the Preface and Introduction on Wednesday.
· The following words/concepts were discussed:

Spirituality --  how it is viewed by the author in contrast to a societal view.  

The author sees spirituality as the gifts of God into our life.  The world views spirituality as arising in ourselves and climbing toward the divine.
Piety -- how a person lives out their faith.


Very important to the author.


The author sees all of live as receptive -- the received gifts of God.

Mary or Martha spirituality 
Are you a person who sees spirituality as expressed in doing things 
for others or for God?  or -- are you a person who sees spirituality as a person who prays, studies, worships?  The author would have us see this as a both/and, not an either/or.

Oratio, meditatio, tentatio -- 3 Latin words which sum up the "process" of spirituality.


Oratio:  prayer -- asking God for a word on anything

Meditatio:  meditation on a word which comes to us in scripture, preaching, 


hymns, conversation with others, or other ways.


Tentatio:  "temptation"    Anfectungen -- a German word which means 'struggle.'

When we pray, God sends a word to us which causes us to struggle with our life and the world, leading to more prayer (oratio), hearing (meditatio), and additional struggle (tentatio).
This is the life of the true Christian, the true Israel.  (Israel means "struggles with God" in Hebrew).  This is a contrast with the "other spiritualitites" which claim to give peace, contentment, or happiness.
· Assignment :    Read pages 7-45  in Grace Upon Grace, keeping in mind Dr. Kleinig's 
chapter one study questions for consideration on June 29:
1.  How would you describe your spiritual journey up to this point in your life?

2.  How does receptive spirituality differ from the practice of spirituality by spiritual self-improvement?
3.  What role does the ongoing reception of the Holy Spirit play in Christian spirituality?

4.  What is a mystery and how does Christian spirituality involve us in the mystery of Christ?

5.  Why is regular participation in public worship so important for our unseen spiritual journey with Jesus?

· Action to take this week and next:


Note how you react to Sunday's service and work out how the Holy Spirit 
was at 
work with you in it.

· Please write out or make notes of any questions, observations, troubling vocabulary, etc. and bring them with you (or send by email to hesse@televar.com) for discussion on June 29.
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Week 2:  June 29 Summary
Continuing where we left off last week:


Dr. Kleinig is clear (p.26) that the book is not a manual (how-to-be spiritual), an apology (a defense of a certain type of spirituality), or a program (do this and you will be more spiritual).  The book is an exhortation and a word of encouragement which honors the diversity inherent in people.  Spirituality will express itself in as many ways as there are personalities.

· Important vocabulary which stimulated our discussion:

Spirituality is:         (p.25)


1.  evangelical -- having to do with the good news (evangel in Greek) of what 
God has done, is doing, for us;


2.  Biblical -- we depend on God's Word for the gifts of God;


3.  Trinitarian -- the gifts include the works of the 3 persons of the Holy Trinity:



the Father creates, the Son redeems, the Spirit sanctifies (makes holy)


4.  liturgical -- we are shaped most clearly by God's gifts coming to us in 


Divine service.

Divine Service:   In German, Gottesdienst (Gottes = God's + dienst = service)


A discussion about worship ensued.  Worship is not our action toward God (though it includes our prayers, praise, and thanksgiving).  Worship is about God's gifts coming to us in the worship service by the means of grace.  Luther identified 5 means of grace:   (think how these come to you in worship)


1.  preaching, hearing God's Word


2.  confession & absolution


3.  baptism


4.  the Lord's Supper


5.  Mutual conversation and consolation of the saints

Holy Ones of God,  Holiness

Discussion concerning "Holy ones of God" -- this term meant angels in the Old Testament.  In the New Testament, "the saints" are identified as "Holy ones of God."  Do you see yourself as an angel?


Holiness -- Dr. Kleinig sees holiness and unholiness as basically infection.  Through original sin we are all infected to death with unholiness.  Holiness and unholiness can have nothing to do with each other.  For the unholy to come in contact  with the holy means sure death for those who are unholy.  In the OT, God provided complex atonement rites so his people could approach him safely in the Temple.  Holiness was spread then (like an infection) from the High Priest to the people and eventually through the "Holy Land."  In the NT, Jesus is the atonement for sin.  We are made holy by him and his action, and we are the carriers of His holiness into the world.  Through the Supper we are twice monthly "vaccinated" with holiness to carry as we journey into a still unholy world.  We return for a "booster" of holiness regularly.

Thophany  (p.31)


If epiphany is a shining forth of light, theophany is an appearance of God (theos = God +  phany = shining).

Repentance -- (p. 34) -- metanoia in the Greek -- literally "with mind."  


A change of mind, heart, direction.

Not just "I'm sorry I sinned," but more "I recognize I am incapable of saving myself, Lord save me!"

Further discussion included (from pages 40-45)


Our lives are a journey --


1) commonalities with the journey of the children of Israel from slavery in 

Egypt to the Holy Land;


2) we journey from slavery to sin, death, and the devil, to the Holy land of 


eternal life in Jesus;


3) Jesus said "I am the way."   He is the journey.

We travel by echo location like a bat at night.  Faith comes by hearing -- we know our place by hearing.

God saves communities:


1)  whole church on earth;


2)  a local congregation of believers;


3)  families in family life;


4)  lastly, the individual person.

    Modern culture has tended to invert these, placing the individual (personal salvation) as a higher priority than the community.  This was foreign to the ancient mind.  Paul will go so far as to say he wishes he could be denied salvation if it meant his Jewish people could be saved by embracing Jesus.

    This is, of course, the priority Jesus set.  He (one man) was willing to die that we (the whole world) might have eternal life.

Spirituality has two sides --  it is relational  (p. 43)

Spirituality is by the grace of God --(1) God speaks to us by faith, (2) we hear.  Both God and us are present and active.  We live in the interplay of God's Word and personal experience (p. 45).

· Assignment


Finish reading chapter one, The Mystery of Christ  (read to page 86).

                  Look again at the questions from last week.

· I await your questions and insights. 

Week 3:  July 6 Summary

· Discussion on Wednesday, July 6 included: 


A short discussion on the difference between how the Holy Spirit is viewed in Pentecostalism (by and large) and how we view him in Lutheran teaching.  For Pentecostals, often times the Holy Spirit is a "possession" that enables signs to be done (speaking in tongues, snake handling, etc.);  whereas for Lutherans the Holy Spirit is a person we have relationship with who brings us knowledge, experience, illumination, and assurance about our Lord Jesus.     (p.46-47)


We discussed conscience.  Everyone has one.  but what or who informs our conscience?  We can be "conscientious" in wrong ways when friends, fashion, conventional wisdom, "political correctness," parents or anything else we might class as "peer pressure" informs our conscience.    (p.50)


The solution is a conscience informed by the Word of God.  A conscience formed in community, not "me and my Bible."   (p.51-54)


The differences between mystery and secret --   


Most "mystery religions" are simply "secret religions."  Someone has a "secret" which they share with you and it is no longer a secret when you become an insider.  But Christianity is a "mystery religion."  We have mysteries -- things God has spoken to us which cannot be explained, even when shared.  Mysteries shared are believed in faith.  The Word  became flesh, this is my body, why death on a cross ...   The only answer is "I do not know, I have not been told but I believe because God does not lie."      (p.57)

Next, a short discussion of our role as "secret agents" or ambassadors of the Great High King and how that language was/should be understood.  Our language of diplomatic immunity comes down to us from Bible times.  If a people abused an ambassador of the King of Persia, it was to expected for the full weight of the Empire to come down on the people disrespecting the ambassador.  If an ambassador misspoke, he could expect the full weight of the Empire to come down on him and his family.  As ambassadors of God into the world, we have an awesome responsibility.  As hearers of the words of ambassadors, we owe great respect to those who deliver God's Word.    (p.63-65)


Dr. Kleinig spends a lot of time highlighting the habits that God uses to form us as his followers.  Annual, weekly, and daily routines have been part of the life of God's people since the Israelites were freed from Egypt.


Are you an annual Christian?  
 Christmas & Easter


Are you a weekly Christian?

worship regularly


Are you a daily Christian?

prayers, readings, music, fellowship


How much blessing do you want?                                          (p.69-78)

· Important vocabulary which stimulated our discussion

mystery

secret     (both discussed above)
· Assignment
    Chapter 2 :  the Mystery of Meditation
1. Preparation:  read pages 87-118.

2. As you read, keep these questions in mind for discussion on July 13:

· Discuss your reaction to last Sunday’s service and tell what you found helpful in it for your own spiritual life.

· What is meditation, and how does Christian meditation differ from other kinds of meditation?

· What does Luther when he speaks about ‘sacramental’ meditation (page 104) in his teaching on receptive spirituality?

· In what ways is the book of Psalms a useful manual for meditation?

· Discuss what you have found useful in this chapter for your own practice of meditation.

· Action:    Use next Sunday’s psalm in your devotions as an aid for your meditation.




(The Psalm for July 17th  is Psalm 27).
Week 4:  July 13 Summary

· Discussion --  Wednesday, July 13 


We enter the chapter on the Mystery of Meditation.   Dr. Kleinig opens with defining the terms and dealing with how popular meditation is in our current culture, but how all meditation is not the same.  Meditation, loosely defined as "relaxed concentration (p.82), happens to us all of the time.  Where does your mind wander when you have nothing to do?  Daydreaming, worrying, music, TV commercials and shows, obsessions, and fantasies occupy many of our thoughts.  Dr. Kleinig argues that Christians meditation is, in the words of St. Paul, taking every thought captive to Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 10:5).  This is done by hearing, thinking, singing, and pondering the Word.


Dr. Kleinig makes an interesting point that we are all different and unique.  There is no one correct way to meditate.  There is no one example.  He believes there are 3 groups of people when it comes to ways of meditating (p.94-95) -- Verbal people listen and ponder words and their meaning.  Visual people hear and then imagine themselves in what they are hearing.  Practical people work things out physically and so act upon what they hear.  All 3 groups of people are present in our congregation.


The true example of meditation in Dr. Kleinig's understanding is Mary, the mother of the Lord.  She heard some fantastic things and pondered them in her heart.  Doubt or denial rarely were present in her witness.


On pages 96-97, Dr. Kleinig explains 3 important truths about Christian meditation.  First of all, Jesus is present.  Where is Word is, there he is.  He is the Word and he promised we are never alone when we have the Word.


Second, where the Word is, there is life-giving power.  God's word does what it says.  god does not lie.  When He says Your sins are forgiven, they are forgiven.  When He says, I am the way, the truth, and the life, you know you are on the way, have truth, and have eternal life.  


Thirdly, in the word we have justification by grace through faith.  At our Wednesday evening study we had an interesting discussion on the difference between "imputation" and "infusion" of grace.  For Lutherans, Christ gives us his holiness (imputs it to us) and takes our sinfulness.  We are saved by grace.  Good works naturally follow.  For other Christians, Christ "infuses" us with his grace so we can perform righteous deeds which are salvific in God's eyes.  For these Christians, salvation is by grace that empowers good works.  They are saved by grace and good works.


This discussion led to the discussion of defining and recognizing a "good work."  Here I think Luther is helpful:  "A milkmaid who milks her cow every morning that my children may have milk in their cup has done a far better work than a thousand monks on their knees praying."  Loving your neighbor is recognizing the needs of others in front of you.


This first section of this chapter concludes with Dr. Kleinig's exposition of two key parables:  the Parable of the Sower, and the Parable of the Lamp.


The Parable of the Sower is key because it shows who God is and who we are.  God is the sower of seed;  he is the active one.  We are the dirt.  The seed is cast into us and then grows.  Are we good soil, rocky soil, a cracked sidewalk, or a thorn-infested soil?  What can we do?  Not much, really, except go where the seed is being sown and hang on.   Growing a crop is a process of sowing, weeding, feeding, caring .... and God is the master gardener.  Put ourselves in His hands.


The Parable of the Lamp demonstrates the power of the word.  When a lamp is illuminated, darkness is gone.  Jesus is the Light of the World.  Let him shine in you!

· Important vocabulary which stimulated our discussion

meditation
any kind of "relaxed concentration"


inputes

We receive Christ's holiness, which becomes our holiness


infuses

Christ gives us grace so we become holy (holiness arises in us)

· Assignment
    Chapter 2 :  the Mystery of Meditation
3. Preparation for July 20:  read pages 119 through the end of chapter 2, page 150.

4. As you read, keep these chapter 2 questions in mind for review:

· Discuss your reaction to last Sunday’s service and tell what you found helpful in it for your own spiritual life.

· What is meditation, and how does Christian meditation differ from other kinds of meditation?

· What does Luther when he speaks about ‘sacramental’ meditation (page 104) in his teaching on receptive spirituality?

· In what ways is the book of Psalms a useful manual for meditation?

· Discuss what you have found useful in this chapter for your own practice of meditation.

· Action:    Use Sunday's Psalm in your devotions as an aid for meditation




July 17:  Psalm 27
Week 5:  July 20 Summary

· Discussion --  second half of chapter 2

The summary of the discussion of Wednesday July 20 is a little bit different this week.


When Dr. Kleinig teaches of the Christian way of meditating, he does it in a way that actually leads us into practicing what he is speaking about.  Early on in this week's reading (on page 120), he focuses in on one of the great teaching Psalms of the Old Testament, Psalm 19.  we spent time with this focusing on the pictures that come to mind as we read this Psalm.  


The first 7 verses are a praise of creating and a comparison of the sun to a bridegroom coming out of seclusion to begin a wedding.  Verses 7-13 are a praise to God's revelation (torah) and the imagery used .... honeycomb .. more desirable than gold ... closing with a prayer that God declare us innocent from hidden faults and keep us from sin.  verse 14 of the Psalm is often prayed by pastors at the beginning of a sermon.


We also looked and listened to word images and let our minds relax with Romans 8, Isaiah 50, and 1 John 5 (relaxed concentration is one of Dr. Kleinig's definitions of Christian meditation).


We discussed the differences between Greek thought (concepts) and Hebrew thought (word pictures).  the Greeks discuss justification and sanctification, holiness and purity, and the like.  The Hebrews imagine a scene where these things are enacted, and then tell stories about them.  For justification we imagine a courtroom where a presiding judge about to sentence a convicted felon is interrupted by an advocate who says he has paid the bill -- the sentence is cancelled.  Holiness is like an epidemic flowing from God, making all things holy that he touches.  Learning to "think Hebrew" can be a challenge to us who are so well-schooled in Greek philosophy.


In the final analysis, what we can do to enhance  Christian meditation is to go and be where the Word is heard, read, discussed, and prayed over.  The Word does its thing to us.  The Lord has promised it will not return to him (God) empty.  


How much blessings do you want?


God can outgive your demands on him.

· Important vocabulary which stimulated our discussion

meditation
any kind of "relaxed concentration"


· Assignment
    Chapter 3 :  the Mystery of Prayer
5. Preparation for July 26:  read chapter 3 through page 181 

(Kindle readers stop at page heading : the Practice of Prayer.)

6. As you read, keep these chapter 3 questions in mind for review:

· Discuss how you feel about your practice of prayer.

· How does Jesus help us in our praying?

· What role does prayer play in our practice of receptive spirituality?

· discuss the truth and relevance of Hallesby's claim:  'helplessness ... is the decisive factor not only in our prayer life, but in our whole relationship to God' (page 183).

· How do we serve as priestly co-workers with God by praying for others?

· Why is prayer 'warfare to the last breath' (page 214)?

· Action:    Prepare your own prayer list of those people for whom you have the duty of 
spiritual care so that you can

·  'bring' them with you to church next Sunday.

Week 6:  July 26 Summary

· Discussion --  first half of chapter 3, through page 181.


The opening discussion began with a comment on Dr. Kleinig's quote of the Didache in the preface to the chapter on page 151.  The Didache  is an ancient writing from the days of the early church which seems to have functioned as a catechism for many early Christians.  It did not make it in the Bible we in the Christian West use, although it is in the Canon of the Coptic Church (the church of many Christians in Egypt and Ethiopia).  We discussed a little bit about why some books are in the Bible and some not, and what that means for various traditions.


One of the highlights of this reading for me and for others was the sense of inadequacy and frustration many of us feel about our prayer life.  It is comforting to realize that a studied man like Dr. Kleinig often feels the same way.  We are a work in progress.  We should not feel defeated by these feelings.


A discussion ensued on Jesus teaching and examples of prayer.


We also discussed the story of blind Bartimaeus and his cry, "Lord, have mercy,"  (kyrie eleison)  and how we pray that every week in the liturgy.  There is a great statement on page 165, "He is not reluctant to give.  the problem lies with us:  we are reluctant to ask for what he wants to give us."  


Page 169 and following lead to a discussion on penance, repentance, satisfaction, the "great exchange," and issues around our understanding of repentance and forgiveness.  We receive the righteousness which Jesus gives us -- his righteousness in exchange for our sin.  He made "satisfaction" for all sins.  When we attempt to make satisfaction for sin, we end up making the problem worse as we realize the time, talent, and treasure spent to make recompense for past error has actually led us to not spend time, talent, and treasure in loving our neighbor as ourself.  We only make sin worse by our own efforts.  We receive the gift of forgiveness from Jesus (who made satisfaction on the cross), and are set free from past burden to actually be of good and useful to our neighbor.  A very important teaching!  Ears up! ( Debbie laughed when reading this , wondering what the devil I meant ... I  mean, "Pay attention -- this is important!")


The week's session closed with recognizing that prayer finally, slowly turns into listening to God rather than speaking to him, and how that is understood by us.  


Pay attention to the study questions provided as we prepare for our next session in 2 weeks.

· Important vocabulary which stimulated our discussion ...

penance

Roman Catholic sacramental understanding that we "do"





things to satisfy the Almighty for our sins, thus earning 




forgiveness.


repentance

Literally, a change of mind;  recognizing and confessing





that we are sinners before God, in need of a Savior.


satisfaction

Paying the bill for sins committed;  we can never do this 




sufficiently.  Jesus did it for us on the cross.

· Assignment
    Finish Chapter 3 :  the Mystery of Prayer
7. NO Class on August 3


 -- Pastor Lou is at continuing ed at Flathead Lake, MT, August 1-5.


Maybe a good time to catch up in reading if you have fallen behind.

8. Preparation for class on August 10:  finish reading chapter 3.


9. As you read, keep these chapter 3 questions in mind for review:

· Discuss how you feel about your practice of prayer.

· How does Jesus help us in our praying?

· What role does prayer play in our practice of receptive spirituality?

· discuss the truth and relevance of Hallesby's claim:  'helplessness ... is the decisive factor not only in our prayer life, but in our whole relationship to God' (page 183).

· How do we serve as priestly co-workers with God by praying for others?

· Why is prayer 'warfare to the last breath' (page 214)?

· Action:    Prepare your own prayer list of those people for whom you have the duty of 
spiritual care so that you can 'bring' them with you to church next Sunday.

Week 7:  August 3  (no class)

Week 8:  August 10 Summary

· Discussion --  finish chapter 3  (pages 181-217)


In dealing with this second half of the chapter on the Mystery of  Prayer, we went directly to the conclusions and let the conversation go where it would.


Dr. Kleinig makes the point on page 215 that it is important to actually pray.  "Theorizing about prayer is as useless as theorizing about love."  He then gives some helpful thoughts to encourage our practice of prayer:


1)  Begin with the prayers of congregated worship  (how and when to pray in worship;


2)  think about family devotions -- he has a rich family life of prayer;


3)  Some people are part of a prayer circle, a prayer group;  


4)  Dr. Kleinig maintains a prayer list.  Debbie sends out a weekly email of prayer concerns for our congregation;


5)  "Flash prayers" -- the quick, one-thought prayer request that "flashes" through your consciousness during the day;  and lastly,


6)  Use your imaginations to envisage Christ's promises in the New Testament.  "Introduce" Jesus to someone else in your thoughts -- that is a prayer.


We discussed the "passive" nature of Lutheran Christian faith some more.   God is the active one -- he impacts our lives, we receive his gifts.  Then we respond -- spreading his gifts into the world.  Abraham was blessed by God to be a blessing for all nations.  We are the descendants, the heirs of Abraham.  There was discussions of we Gentiles being "grafted into"  (adoption as sons/daughters)  the true vine of Jesus.


There was a brief discussion of the problem of individualism (page 204ff).  Oftentimes in the scripture, faith is a group characteristic.  How does this change the way we modern people view faith?  Are you helping build a sense of "we are in this faith business together"?


We had a prominent discussion on the Psalms of lament (page 189ff).  God is a big fella --  he can handle our complaints.  And the fact that we complain to God is a mark that we believe in him.  No one complains to someone they don't believe in!


On page 202 there are 3 ways to deal with a sinner in our midst.  Two of these are not good.  We can hammer him with law and legalism;  We can be permissive (sin does not matter);  or we can pray for him/her and intercessions -- this is the proper way.


Page 211 -- prayers begin with a circle of responsibility.  If one cannot pray about people close to you (family and friends), do not expect to be successful in praying for greater things.  


We are commanded by God to pray  (page 208).  He wants to hear from us.  Thanks be to God!

· Important vocabulary which stimulated our discussion ...

None particularly stood out.

· Assignment
    Chapter 4 :  the Hidden Battle    
10. Preparation for class on August 17:  read the first half of ch. 4, through page 244.


11. As you read, keep these chapter 4 questions in mind for review:

· How does the teaching of the New Testament on spiritual warfare differ from the popular understanding of it?

· Why is the conscience the battleground for spiritual warfare?

· Discuss how the devil attacks believers, and why.

· How can we resist the devil and protect ourselves from his attacks on us?

· How can we do guard duty for others?

· Action:    Use the Ten Commandments as a diagnostic tool to discover what Christ wants to fix up in you so that the devil can't use either your guilt or your anger against you.

Week 9:  August 17  Summary

· Discussion --  chapter 4, first half (pages 218-244)  THE HIDDEN BATTLE

The "Hidden Battle" refers to the struggle between God and the forces arrayed against Him in the world.  Many of us who met on Wednesday thought this was the most interesting of the chapters we had looked at so far.  We had discussions about our own spiritual "battles" coming to the conclusion that the author is right in pointing out the real battlefield is not out in the world crusading against various evils, but within our very own hearts.  On page 225 is a very important paragraph in the middle of the page, beginning  "What do faith ..."  In the next paragraph, the foundation of faith is explicitly stated -- "the forgiveness of sins."  We discussed how so many churches are losing this foundational understanding, looking for other ways to proclaim "good news."  While these are important and worthy of attention, we cannot lose sight of the foundation as we journey on the earth.


In this part of this chapter, Dr. Kleinig features two particular stories from the Bible.  The first is the encounter between the woman and the dragon in Revelation 12.  Those self-studying this book should pay close attention to this section on pages 226 and following.  There is a summary paragraph on page 228 which we found helpful.  The paragraph begins, "The main players ..."


One of the lessons of Revelation 12 is that with Jesus' ascension and seating at the right hand of God, the war is essentially over.  Yes, warfare continues, but the outcome is not in doubt.  We discussed what this warfare is like in human terms.  Hitler knew he was beaten after Stalingrad in 1942, but the was wasn't over until 1945.  So it is with Satan and his forces.  He is beaten, we are being liberated from his rule, but the war will continue until the last day when Jesus returns.


We discussed the weapons we have available to us in this warfare -- the Word, the body & blood -- hardly what one would call "weapons of conflict," but so they are.  Our discussion of "blood" and how it was viewed by the Hebrew people is important.  Life was in the blood.  The people were told not to drink any blood.  The blood was to be thrown against the altar -- returning "life" to the Lord.  Jesus reverses this -- we now drink his blood (in communion) and thusly receive his life (eternal).


There was more discussion about Satan's tactics of attempting to accuse us to despair and getting us to hold grudges and seek vengeance -- he rules in our hearts then.  This is why forgiveness is the foundation.  take note of the difference between "spiritual murder" and "spiritual suicide" on page 235.


Page 239 and following guarantees that we will be under attack -- Satan has no reason to attach people where he already rules.  Here, Dr. Kleinig makes good use of the parable of the sower.


Lastly, we closed with a discussion of the two weapons Dr. Kleinig says we can engage in sober, vigilant warfare  (p. 242-244) -- self-examination and fasting -- with most of us saying fasting has not been part of our training.


Next week the focus is on further resistance to the enemy of our soul.


Read pages 244-270.

· Important vocabulary which stimulated our discussion ...

spiritual murder


spiritual suicide

· Assignment
    Chapter 4 :  the Hidden Battle   -- Read through page 270.
12. Preparation for class on August 24:  finish reading  chapter 4.
13. As you read, keep these chapter 4 questions in mind for review:

· How does the teaching of the New Testament on spiritual warfare differ from the popular understanding of it?

· Why is the conscience the battleground for spiritual warfare?

· Discuss how the devil attacks believers, and why.

· How can we resist the devil and protect ourselves from his attacks on us?

· How can we do guard duty for others?

· Action:    Use the Ten Commandments as a diagnostic tool to discover what Christ wants to fix up in you so that the devil can't use either your guilt or your anger against you.

Week 10:  August 24 Summary

· Discussion --  chapter 4, remaining (244-270)  THE HIDDEN BATTLE
Last week the emphasis was realizing the true battle between God and evil, between God and Satan, occurs in the battleground of our heart.  It is not "out there" in the world, and we are spectators watching from a distance.  No, the battle rages within each and every one of us,  the battle between Jesus and Satan for our souls.  The good news is Jesus has won!

This week, Dr. Kleinig delves deeper into this conflict.  He opens with comparing our hearts with a compost heap (how Lutheran is that?!)  and how the garbage ins attractive to rats.  In this case, the garden of guilt (over things we have done) and anger/resentment (over things that have been told to us) are ways Satan finds inroads into our hearts.  Christ deals with this in two ways -- (1) he covers our guilt with his righteousness and holiness, and (2) he uses the 10 commandments to diagnose our spiritual condition.  We need him.  Once more we discussed the "great exchange," the deal of all time -- Christ takes our sin and guilt, and we get his righteousness and holiness.

We discussed the passage on the "armor of God."  Pay close attention to the paragraph that fills most of page 249.  Dr. Kleinig really lays out the way the blood of Jesus works in and for us.

The spiritual weapon of importance is "Word."  But on page 252, the Word is not magic.  Word works in faith.  We talked about faith as trust, not as assent to propositional truths.

We discussed the stance of a Christian under attack by others.  Christians turn the other cheek and allow their neighbors to defend them.  If we defend ourselves, it is too likely to go down the road to vengeance.  The neighbor knows better when justice must stop.

We discussed vocation.  How we each have a call in the front lines in the war against Satan to be faithful in our own small place.  We are not in a crusade to conquer the world (page 259), but on guard duty, holding and protecting the one small stewardship we have from the assault of Satan.  On page 260, our  "post" is our given location in our family, the world, and the church.  There we stand.

An interesting discussion was triggered by the thought on page 264 that in the final analysis, Satan ends up doing God's work.  Several examples were shared how individuals actually ended up stronger for having successfully battled evil.

The chapter closes with 6 ways we can resist the devil.  Take a look at these (pages 266-270) and take them to heart.  

· Important vocabulary which stimulated our discussion ...

· Assignment
    Chapter 5 :   Hidden Holiness
14. Preparation for class on August 31:  read all of chapter 5, finishing the book.

This is our final session.   Here are Dr. Kleinig's questions for consideration:
15. As you read, keep these chapter 5 questions in mind for review:

· Discuss your experience of spiritual warfare over the last 4 weeks.

· how does the Biblical teaching on holiness differ from the popular understanding of sanctification as moral and spiritual self-improvement?

· How do we borrow our holiness from God?

· What are we called to do as his holy secret agents?

· Why is our holiness hidden from us?

· Which parts of this book have been most helpful for you in your spiritual journey?

· Action:    Offer yourselves each day for holy service by using Luther's pattern for morning and evening prayer as described on pages 77-81.  This is part 7 of Luther's Small Catechism.


(These prayers can be found in our ReClaim Introductory hymnal, page 16.)

Week 11:  August 24 Summary & Final Questions
· Discussion --  chapter 5,   HIDDEN HOLINESS

In the last chapter, Dr. Kleinig spends a lot of time teaching about holiness.  In discussion, we were amazed at the number of times "holy" (or a form of it) is used.  Dr. Kleinig begins with describing the "holy way" Jesus approached God in the Jerusalem Temple, and how holiness spread from God's presence out into the people through Priest, Levite, Jew, Holy Land, Gentile lords.  Much the same process occurs now, except Jesus is the "holy way" as he said in John 14,   I am the way, the truth, and the life.  Holiness, like a divine infection, spreads outward from Jesus to all those that he contacts.  Our task is to take this holiness into the world and spread it around, and then return week after week to get another dose.  We are to be "used up" spreading holiness into the world.

· Final Summary:  Grace Upon Grace
Well, what do you think?


Has our reading of this book led to a better understanding of spiritual warfare?


Have we come to better see ourselves as spiritual receivers, rather than doers?


Have we come to see more clearly our Lord Jesus as the bridge between our temporal existence here and now, and our et3ernal life which began when we were baptized?


Do we understand that spiritual warfare and battle does not occur "out there" between God and the devil, but "in here" -- in our hearts where the devil will use our own guilt about our actions and inactions, or our anger and frustration with the failings of others to drive a wedge between us and God by his accusations?


Have we come to hear that the best defense against Satan's attack is continual return to God's Word and the means of grace (baptism, confession & absolution, the Lord's Supper, the preached word, and the mutual conversation & consolation of the saints)?


Have we come to see more clearly that what God wants from us is not so much doing right things as trusting him, receiving his gifts, calling on him in times of trouble, prayer, praise, and thanks?

Thanks be to God.  I hope you enjoyed reading this work as much as I did.

Pastor Lou
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