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TITLE: Omnipresence 

TEXT: 1 Kings 8:27; Ps. 46:1-3, 139:1-5; Jere. 23_23-24;

Mt. 28:19-20; Heb. 11:35-38; Rev. 3:20

INTRODUCTION: When man tries to explain a God that is so far above and beyond us and our finite understanding of things it seems we often fall back on  the three O words to describe Him—Omnipotent, Omniscient and Omnipresent.

Omni is the Latin word for “all” or “universal”….

Put the word omni with the word potent which means powerful and you get all powerful.

 Put the word omni with the word scient which means knowledge and you get all knowledgeable or all knowing. 

 Put the word omni with the word presence which means the part of space within one's immediate vicinity and you get all present or the ability to be everywhere at the same time….

 This morning I want to talk about what may very well be the most amazing and wondrous thing about our God and that is the omnipresence of God.

 A preschool Sunday school teacher was explaining to her class that Jesus would always be with them even though they could not see him. 

   One little 4-year-old girl piped up." I already know that," "He's the one who opens the door when we go into a store."

Omnipresence is Gods ability to be present in all places at all times.

 After building a temple for God King David says this:

 1 Kings 8:27 (NIV) 27“But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built!

 Much later in David’s life, after he had experienced time and time again Gods deliverance and his omnipresence, His always being there for him, David says this:
 Psalms 46:1 - 3 (NIV) 1    God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 2    Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 3    though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. 
We will not fear--- For God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble!

God is an ever-present help to us!
Ever= meh-ode'
properly vehemence, that is, vehemently; by implication wholly, speedily—diligently, especially exceeding 
Present= maw-tsaw'
A primitive root; properly to come forth to, that is to meet or be present:—

God is ever present with us! He is always in the same dimension of time and space as I am, as He is with you.
In the (11th century), Hildebert of Lavardin said this about the omnipresence of God:

  God is over all things, under all things, outside all; within but not enclosed; without but not excluded; above but not raised up; below but not depressed; wholly above, presiding; wholly beneath, sustaining; wholly without, embracing; wholly within, filling.  

This is what Kind David was saying about God in:

 Psalms 139:1 - 5 (NIV) 1    O LORD, you have searched me  and you know me. 2    You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
3    You discern my going out and my lying down;     you are familiar with all my ways. 4   Before a word is on my tongue  you know it completely, O LORD. 5    You hem me in—behind and before;     you have laid your hand upon me.

So just what does it mean to us that God is, in fact, Omnipresent?
 How does this impact our lives? Does it impact our lives?

 A. Skevington Wood shares this insight about the omnipresence of God----  

 “We can never talk about God behind his back.  We cannot speak of God in his absence. ... The God who is being discussed is also there. 

    The attitude people take to Him can never be merely theoretical.  To deny Him is to spite Him to His face.”

 If we really believe and contemplate and strive to understand the omnipresence of God, would we still live our lives the same way that we are living them today?

 I mean, if we really lived our lives as a Christian totally focused on the omnipresence of God, that He is always here with us, always present at our side, hears and knows every word that we speak, even every thought that formulates in our mind, He knows and sees our every act throughout the day, how might that change our lives?

 King David was theologically right on the mark when he said:

1    O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. 2    You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 

3    You discern my going out and my lying down;     you are familiar with all my ways. 4    Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD.

Wow! That can be a scary thought can’t it?

  Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD.

 God not only knows the words that I speak but He knows my every thought as it is formulated in my mind..

 He even knows the words that I don’t let come out of my mouth!

 God challenges the prophet Jeremiah with these words:

 Jeremiah 23:23 - 24 (NIV) 23    “Am I only a God nearby,” declares the LORD, “and not a God far away? 24    Can anyone hide in secret places  so that I cannot see him?”  declares the LORD.     “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” declares the LORD.

 God’s omnipresence can be a frightening and even a convicting thing can’t it? 

 It can be dis-settling to know that God is everywhere at the same time and hears every word that we speak and sees every act that we do and even perceives our every thought.

  But there is also a pretty wonderful and encouraging side to the omnipresence of God as well..

 And that is, whatever it is that we may be going through, God is right there with us.

 When Jesus gave his disciples, and us, the great commission he said this:
Matthew 28:19 - 20 (NIV) 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

And surely (Truthfully, in reality) I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

 For the disciples this was a very encouraging statement…

 Especially as we see where their walk of faith leads them.

 In speaking about some of those who have walked this walk of faith before us, the Book of Hebrews says this in…..

  Hebrews 11:35 - 38 (NIV) 35-----Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection.  36Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison.  37They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.

How encouraging the words of Jesus must have been to them!

 And surely (truly) I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

 As John the Baptist is about to be be-headed and kneels before the executioners ax God is right there with him…
As the stones were being hurled at Stephen, the first martyr of the Church, Jesus was right there with Him and opens the heavens for him to see as the rocks are striking him dead…
 As Paul is treading water out in the sea of Galilee Jesus is right there holding his head above the waves and strengthening him so he can get to shore…
As Peter is being crucified just as His Lord was, Jesus is right there to comfort him and usher him into his glorious Kingdom..
 As John is exiled and imprisoned on the Island of Patmos Jesus is right there with him and gives him glorious visions of things yet to come…
 Whatever it is that I might be going through at any given moment of my life and no matter what you may be going through at any given moment of your life, and even if we both are going through those things at the exact same time 100,000 miles apart, Jesus is right there with both of us and with every other believer on the planet…
 And at the same time He is right there with every person who does not even believe in Him reaching out to them with His arms of love and compassion striving to bring them into His kingdom while there is still time.
It is ironic that often it seems that it takes some kind of tragedy or difficult time for us to realize the omnipresence of God. 

 I had a heart attack a few years ago and I felt the presence of the Lord in a mighty way as I was put on the life-flight helicopter.  I had no doubt of the omnipresence of God because I knew he was there comforting Pam at the same time…
 Over the past 3 decades I have had over 20 surgeries’ to repair various injuries and each time as I was headed into the operating room I experienced the presence of God in a mighty way knowing that God also was out in the waiting room ministering to Pam.
Today we celebrate the anniversary of one of the darkest moments of American history.

September 11th, 2001 Islamic terrorist took over 4 commercial airliners and used them as missiles killing over 3000 Americans, mostly civilians.  

  Two planes where deliberately flown into the twin towers of the world trade center in New York City.

 One plane was deliberately crashed into the Pentagon in Washington DC and because of the heroic action of a few one plane crashed in an open field in rural Pennsylvania..

 This was a hard time for us as Americans and our world has forever changed because of it.

 Over the past 15 years there have been many poems and songs and words written as a memorial to that tragic event.

 One I heard I thought was extremely powerful because of the message that accompanied it.  It speaks of the omnipresence of God on that fateful day.

I want to take a few moments and play it for you this morning….

(Silent night 911)

Just a song but what a wonderful theological truth it contains!

The omnipresent God of creation was there on September 11th 2001.  He was there with those in the hijacked planes and at the same time He was with the people in the twin towers as they were struck and at the same moment was with those in the pentagon and in a rural field in Pennsylvania and at the same moment He was there holding up and reaching out to those who had friends and loved ones in those places as well as with you and I on that day…
  Sam Shoemaker is quoted in a book called, "I Stand By the Door.”

  There are, in every situation, two factors: there is what happens, and there is how we take what happens. How we take what happens goes back to what kind of person we are, and what kind of belief we have about life as a whole. 

   If the whole scheme of life is not a scheme at all but a chaos, if there is no thread of purpose running through it all but only confusion, then our misfortunes are just part of the general mess. But if God is, and if life is His creation, with meaning in the middle of it, then we may hope to discover a pattern which will both give coherence to it all and help us to interpret any one event in the unfoldment. 

 There are some things that happen in this life that we will simply never understand this side of eternity…
 Things such as what happened on September 11 of 2001… Things such as why a loved one may die an early and tragic death… Or why we or loved ones may be struck with sickness or disease….

 And it is especially during these times that at least a finite understanding of the omnipresence of our God can be so comforting to us.

 To believe what Jesus said when He said that He would never leave or forsake us…
To know and believe that life is not merely a game of chance but that there is an omnipresent God, not just looking over us but is right here in our midst every moment of every day..
 That even in those times when we feel like we have no control He is always ultimately in control..

-- O. Hallesby in his book on Prayer says this:

   The air which our body requires envelops us on every hand. The air of itself seeks to enter our bodies and, for this reason, exerts pressure upon us. It is well known that it is more difficult to hold one's breath than it is to breathe. We need but exercise our organs of respiration, and air will enter forthwith into our lungs and perform its life-giving function to the entire body. 

 The air which our souls need also envelops all of us at all times and on all sides. 

 God is round about us in Christ on every side, with his many-sided and all-sufficient grace. All we need to do is to open our hearts to it. 

 This morning have you opened your heart to the many sided and all sufficient grace of an omnipresent God?

Have you opened your heart to Jesus?

Have you heard the Lord Jesus speak to you…

Revelation 3:20 (NIV) 20Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.

 Whether we have ever opened the door of our heart to Him or not, He is still always present at our hearts door knocking.

 He is always there with arms reaching out to pull us into His embrace.

And once we, by faith, receive Him as the Lord and Savior of our life His promise to us is that he will never leave us or forsake us!

   -- Peter Marshall,

  If God does not enter your kitchen, there is something wrong with your kitchen. If you can't take God into your recreation, there is something wrong with your play. We all believe in the God of the heroic. What we need most these days is the God of the humdrum, the commonplace, the everyday. 

David cried out---For God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble!
Have you allowed Jesus to be your refuge, your strength this morning?  Do you know Him as your ever-present, your omnipresent helper today?


