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TITLE: Humility

TEXT: Mt. 5:5; Ps. 147:6, 25:8-9, 149:4; Jn. 1:1-14; Phil. 2:5-8; Mt. 27:12-14; Is. 53:2-8; Deut. 21:22-23; Ro. 5:6-8; Lk. 9:23-24; 1 Pet. 2:20-23; Ephe. 4:1-3

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about humility. There are many Scriptures that deal with the subject. The Bible tells us the God resists the proud but give grace to the humble.

Jesus in:
Matthew 5:5 (NKJV) 5    Blessed are the meek,     For they shall inherit the earth.

prah-ooce'
Apparently a primary word; mild, that is, (by implication) humble:—meek. 

Blessed are the humble, for they shall inherit the earth!


Psalms 147:6 (NIV) 6    The LORD sustains the humble but casts the wicked to the ground.


Psalms 25:8 - 9 (NIV) 8    Good and upright is the LORD;  therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. 9    He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way.


Psalms 149:4 (NIV) 4    For the LORD takes delight in his people; he crowns the humble with salvation.

 When you think of God is humility something that comes to mind? 

 Humility is an attribute of God!

And we see the humility of God revealed to us powerfully in the life of Jesus.
This coming Friday is Good Friday, The Passion of Christ…Nowhere is humility exemplified more than in what we see happen on that night of Jesus arrest in the Garden and subsequent trial and death on the cross.
 So since it is Christ that is to be our ultimate example in life as a Christian. It is Jesus that we are to strive to exemplify and fashion our life after, let’s look at the humility of Christ this morning. The Humility of Immanuel-- God with us..
 To set the stage for the real humility of Christ I want to start from Johns introduction of Jesus in John chapter one.


John 1:1 - 14 (NIV) 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  4In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  
   10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  
 14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.

The greatest act of humility that has ever been displayed or that could ever be displayed is not merely God becoming flesh, the creator taking on the very form of His creation. The greatest act of humility is found in what God did after He became flesh.

Philippians 2:8 (NIV) 8    And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross!

It is in His suffering and death that Jesus gives us our supreme example of humility.
We, most often, react to personal injustice with deep hurt often followed by an assertion of our rights don’t we?

 An “I don’t deserve this”  kind of attitude.
But Jesus response to His accusers did not include one word of angry defensiveness.

Matthew 27:12 - 14 (NIV) 12When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer.  13Then Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?”  14But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge—to the great amazement of the governor.

Later on, during His sham of a trial, Jesus continued to humble Himself. He accepted sinful men’s abuse when they whipped Him with a cat of nine tails literally

shredding the flesh on His back.
 He said not a word as they stripped off his robe, planted a crown of thorns on His head, mocked Him, spat on Him and beat Him with their fist.
  Jesus did not even demand His rights when He was condemned to death and forced to walk to Calvary half naked with a cross on His back.
 All this was what the prophet Isaiah foretold about Christ in: Isaiah 53:2 - 8 (NIV) 2    He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground.  He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3  He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.  Like one from whom men hide their faces  he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4    Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 5    But he was pierced for our transgressions,     he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,     and by his wounds we are healed. 
6    We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way;  and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

7    He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8  By oppression and judgment he was taken away.     

He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth;  he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.

 Just the silence of Christ before His accusers is a great act and example of humility considering just who Jesus is…The very incarnation of God..
 But it was the kind of death that Jesus endured that speaks of the great humility He bestowed…

Jesus endured crucifixion. The cruelest form of death that man has ever devised..
 Crucifixion was a form of Roman punishment and it was usually just used for the most wicked and violent of criminals. Those who were truly deserving of death.
Jesus had a sign placed above Him on the cross that read Jesus, king of the Jews!

 For those observing, this made Jesus death on that cross even more horrible.
 As Jews ,they knew what was said in the Law of Moses…
Deuteronomy 21:22 - 23 (NIV) 22If a man guilty of a capital offense is put to death and his body is hung on a tree,  23you must not leave his body on the tree overnight. Be sure to bury him that same day, because anyone who is hung on a tree is under God’s curse. 
Anyone who is hung on a tree is accused of God!

 The Son of God suffered the ultimate in human degradation. He was hung on a tree and accursed by God.
 But in spite of all the detestable treatment that Jesus suffered, Christ graciously and lovingly allowed it all to happen.
Jesus was he who was with God in the beginning. Scripture says that it was by Him and through Him that all things were made. Jesus is the God of creation who humbled Himself by leaving all of His splendor and glory behind to come down to earth and take our form, live in our world and ultimately to die paying the penalty for our sins.

Romans 5:8 (NIV) 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

 Do you realize the full impact of just what happened on the cross? Jesus, the incarnation of God, Jesus the Creator of everything that has been created, Jesus the God that we have all sinned against, came and gave His life to pay the price and bear the penalty of your and my sins.
The one sinned against paid the price and bore the penalty of those who sinned against Him…
Example: Man breaks into your house and rapes your wife and kills your children and is caught leaving the premises. There is absolutely no doubt of his guilt and he is tried and convicted of the crimes.

 You live in a capital punishment state where those who commit such crimes are put to death. As the man is about to be sentenced to death by the judge and you are there and are allowed to speak to the court and the accused before the judge hands down that sentence, you approach the judge and say that you forgive the man and that you want the judge to set him free and you want to stand condemned in his place, you want to give your life as a substitute his.
 You say that you want to stand in the place of the condemned so that they can be spared the just punishment of their crimes.
 As the one sinned against you offer to bare the penalty and pay the price of the one who sinned against you..
 That is exactly what Jesus did on the cross! 

The one sinned against bore the penalty and paid the price of the ones who had sinned against Him.
 Such an example of complete selfless humility ought to motivate us as Christians.
 In fact, it is to this degree of humility that we have been called ourselves. 

 This is in part what Jesus meant when He says to all those who would come to follow Him…

 Luke 9:23 - 24 (NIV) 23Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.  24For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.

 If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.

The cross was the ultimate instrument and example of humility! The cross has come to signify substitutionary sacrifice..
 Giving ourselves, not just to those who deserve it but giving ourselves to those who do not deserve it.
The full context of Ro. 5:8…..

Romans 5:6 - 8 (NIV) 6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.  8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

 And now we are to take up our cross daily and follow Him.. Follow His example…
 Jesus exemplified a life of humility..

1 Peter 2:20 - 23 (NIV)  20But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.  21To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 22    “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 23When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 

 But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.  21To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.
Walking in Jesus steps is not always easy is it?

Living a life of humility as Jesus did is possibly the most difficult thing that we are called to do as a Christian…

 Especially when we contemplate the degree in which we are be humble….

 Ephesians 4:1 - 3 (NIV) 1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  

2Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  3Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

Live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  2Be completely humble!

 I love what Dwight Moody once said about the subject of personal humility.

      I have more trouble with D.L. Moody than any other man I know. 

 I think that this is true for all of us. Our biggest stumbling block to Christ-likeness, especially Christ-like humility is not those hard people in our life or our job or any other outside influence.  I know this is true in my life! I have far more trouble with Terry Kerr that I do with anyone else. Especially when it comes to walking humbly with Christ.
 Example: Years ago when I was a floor manager for Dahls foods we had a bug infestation in a couplre of our grocery isle’s. The cereal Isle and the Candy Isle on the oppsite side. We had to cart off and destroy every item to make sure we got them all. Then we had to tear the shelving apart and spray down everything with bug killer.

 I had a couple of the young men come in after the store closed to help do the work. The store manager had also come in. Evidently the store manager had previously told the boys too pull the pegboard backing out and run a pencil through all the pegboard holes to remove the web cocoons the meal moths had made in the pegboard. I came along a little later  and instructed the boys to do it with the pegboards in place. 
 The store manager came back by and saw what was going on and got all over the boys for what they were doing….I was standing there so the boys were just taking it. So I interrupted the store manager and told him that I had instructed the boys to do it that way.

 It Was my fault not theirs……I could have just kept my mouth shut and let them take the fall. It took a lot of effort on my part to humble myself and say it is my fault not theirs…..
     So was that an example of Christ-like humility?
No…. What would have made it an example of Christ like humility is if I would have still done the same thing if I hadn’t instructed those boys to do what they did. If I would have taken the blame when it was not my fault just toi spare them the embarrassment….
I find humility very difficult at times...

   I admire Mother Teresa, who decided after winning the Nobel Prize that she would not go to accept any more recognition because it interfered with her work. She knew she was not in the business of accepting prizes; she was in the business of serving the Lord by serving the poor of Calcutta. She maintained her dedication to the cause by refusing unrelated honors.

   She exemplified Christ like humility in that she didn’t have a need to be noticed or even appreciated for what she was doing. She simply did it out of her love and devotion to Christ!

Philippians 2:5 - 8 (NIV) 5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6    Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7    but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8    And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross!

  A Christian following Christ in humility is committed to the cause of Christ, and does not become the cause themselves. 

Staying personally dedicated to our calling as a Christian to minister the presence of Jesus wherever we go can become extremely difficult, in fact impossible if we take our eyes off of Christ even for a moment.

  David Seamands ends his book “Healing Grace” with this story: 
  For more than six hundred years the Hapsburgs exercised political power in Europe. When Emperor Franz-Josef I of Austria died in 1916, his was the last of the extravagant imperial funerals.

 A processional of dignitaries and elegantly dressed court personages escorted the coffin, draped in the black and gold imperial colors. 
   To the accompaniment of a military band and by the light of torches, the entourage  descended the stairs of the Capuchin Monastery in Vienna. At the bottom was a great iron door leading to the Hapsburg family crypt. Behind the door was the Cardinal-Archbishop of Vienna. The officer in charge followed the prescribed ceremony, established centuries before. 

   "Open!" he cried. "Who goes there?" responded the Cardinal.  "We bear the remains of his Imperial and Apostolic Majesty, Franz-Josef I, by the grace of God Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary, Defender of the Faith, Prince of Bohemia-Moravia, Grand Duke of Lombardy, Venezia, Styrgia..." The officer continued to list the Emperor's thirty-seven titles. 

   "We know him not," replied the Cardinal. "Who goes there?"  The officer spoke again, this time using a much abbreviated title reserved for times of expediency.  "We know him not," the Cardinal said again. "Who goes there?" 

 The officer tried a third time, stripping the emperor of all but the humblest of titles: "We bear the body of Franz-Josef, our brother, a sinner like us all!" 

   At that, the doors swung open, and Franz-Josef was admitted. 

 In death all are reduced to the same level. Neither wealth nor fame can open the way of salvation, but only God’s grace, given to those who will humbly acknowledge their need.

 We come to God in humility for our salvation and then we are called to live our life in that same humility ministering Christ to our world….

 As we celebrate another Easter season contemplate all that the season represents. Contemplate that passion of our Lord. How He, being God, humbled Himself to death, even death on a cross.

 Contemplate how Jesus---did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8   And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself  and became obedient to death— even death on a cross!
And then contemplate your calling, my calling, as a Christian.

That we are to….live a life worthy of the calling we have received.  

2Being completely humble and gentle; and patient, bearing with one another in love. 
21To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.

This morning are you committed to living your life in the humility of Christ, being an example of His humility to the world in which you live?


