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TITLE: EXPERIENCING SALVATION

TEXT: Phil 2:12-13; Ro.10:9; 1 Pet. 1:15-16; 2 Co. 5:17;

Mt. 22:34-40; Jn. 14:15; Acts 1:8; 1 Jn. 2:9-11 &  4:19-21;

1 Co. 12:12-13; Mt. 5:23-24; 1st Co. 13

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about experiencing our salvation. Are you experiencing your salvation this morning?

God’s great salvation is not a one time, once-for-all event for a believer. Experiencing Gods salvation is actually a dynamic, lifelong process of implementing all the power, embracing all the love, and fulfilling all the plans He has for us.

The apostle Paul gives us some wonderful council in this regard in:

Philippians 2:12-13 ( NIV ) 12Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling,  13for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.

 Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling!

What does it mean to work out ones salvation?

To work out your salvation means to access all God has made available to us.  It is not a command to work (for) our salvation.

 It is a call to enter into our relationship with Jesus with all that we are.
   The biblical concept of salvation needs to be understood in order to comprehend Paul's intent here. Salvation has many aspects, including a present one. 

Romans 10:9 tell us how we become saved or where our salvation starts….


Romans 10:9 ( NIV ) 9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

This is where salvation starts---not where it ends!

Our salvation is not an end in itself!

Salvation is what makes possible the process of sanctification to begin.

1 Peter 1:15-16 ( NIV ) 15But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;  16for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 
Paul is here talking about Sanctification -- the process of becoming holy, of becoming more and more like Jesus.
Apart from salvation holiness is impossible for us to accomplish as fallen human beings.
It is salvation that makes the process of becoming holy as God is holy possible…
The element of salvation that makes sanctification or regeneration possible is the indwelling Spirit of Christ that comes into our hearts the moment we are saved.
Salvation initiates the believer into a life with obligations. 

Once we are saved we are then obligated to become more and more like Jesus
Acknowledging Jesus Christ as Lord obligates the believer to obey him. Hence, working out salvation does not mean "working for" salvation, but making salvation operational in our life. 

 Salvation is Justification before God and justification must be followed by the experiential aspects of sanctification, by which the new life in Christ is consciously appropriated and demonstrated.

That is why Paul says in:

2 Corinthians 5:17 ( NIV ) 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

This is processional and experiential sanctification. The old nature is constantly diminishing while the new nature of being like Christ is constantly increasing.
Paul is talking to the Christians, the already saved in Philippi when he says…

 Philippians 2:12-13 ( NIV ) 12Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling,  13for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.

 The emphasis on "your" salvation ("your own," KJV) may reflect the circumstance that Paul wished to visit Philippi to advance them spiritually. But in the event that he could not, they must not depend on him but must work out their own spiritual progress, because the same Lord who would work through Paul also worked in them.

13for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.

So how does one work out his own salvation with fear and trembling?

What is it that we need to work out or work on once we have been saved…

 I think that the most important element of our salvation that we all need to work out or on once we have come to a saving faith in Christ is our love.
 For if we get love right then everything thing else follows in behind….

Isn’t this in fact what Jesus taught?

 Matthew 22:34-40 ( NIV ) 34Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.  35One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:  36“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

37Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  38This is the first and greatest commandment.  39And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

To get the full impact of what Jesus has just said here you have to conceder who he is talking to.
 Jesus was addressing a Pharisees who was an expert in the law!

He was addressing a religious scholar of the Old Testament law. A man who had not just memorized the Ten Commandments, but who most likely knew all of the over 660 individual commands of the Mosaic law as well.
What Jesus did was condense the entirely of the Mosaic law down to two basic points.
“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind---And Love your neighbor as yourself.’
40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

We can even condense the entirety of Fulfilling God holy law down further…Simply Love!

Love God and Love our neighbor and we will fulfill all of Gods law!

I don’t think loving God needs much explanation. We all know who God is and it is not a difficult thing to love Him…. At least in theory…

 The one thing that shows if we really love God or not will be our level of obedience to Him…

 Jesus said in:
John 14:15 ( NIV ) 15“If you love me, you will obey what I command. 

 So the primary way that we show our love for the lord is by our obedience to Him..

 We can say what we want but if we live our life in disobedience to the Lord we don’t really love Him!

Loving our neighbor might take a little more definition.

 Who is our neighbor that Jesus was talking about here who we are commanded to love?
play-see'-on
Neuter of a derivative of πέλας pelas (near); close by; as noun, a neighbor, that is, fellow man, countryman, Christian or friend)

Love of neighbor carries the thought of an ever expanding sphere.
 I think that Jesus talked about the sphere of this love for neighbor just before His ascension to Heaven in:

 Acts 1:8 ( NIV ) 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
The only thing that will motivate us to witness for Christ is love! Our love for God and the love God places in our hearts for others…
Where are we commanded to go as witnesses of this love?

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

 Jerusalem was where they were at the time.
 Judea was the immediate area around Jerusalem.
Samaria was the area that surrounded Judea.
And from Samaria they were to keep expanding outward into the undermost parts of our world!

Our neighbor then is whoever may be around us.
And as we move around so does our neighborhood.
 While at home our neighbor is our family’s.  At work our neighbors are our fellow employees and our employer. When we go shopping or out to eat our neighbor is the sales clerk or our waitress.
Wherever we go we expand the neighborhood in which our neighbors are.
“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind---And Love your neighbor as yourself.’

 There is another command of love that Scripture speaks of to us as believers other than love of God and love of neighbor and that is love of brother.

 1 John 2:9-11 ( NIV ) 9Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness.  10Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him  to make him stumble. 

 11But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him.
John continues his discourse in:

1 John 4:19-21 ( NIV ) 19We love because he first loved us.  20If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.  21And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.

So just what is the context of the word brother here?
ad-el-fos'
a brother (literally or figuratively) near or remote.
The origin of this word, al'-fah  is used as a connective particle) and delphus (the womb);Of Hebrew origin;) in the sense of privation; so in many cases it is used in the sense of union.

Two children connected in relationship by coming from the same womb would be considered brothers. 
Now I want to expand the context of the way I believe Scripture uses the word ad-el-fos here.

1 Corinthians 12:12-13 ( NIV ) 12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.  13For we were all baptized by  one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

 As believers we have all been baptized by one spirit, we have all been birthed by the same womb, so to speak.
13For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body!

The way that it works is that when we receive Christ we become children of God. Each one of us has the same spiritual Father.
 Each of us has become heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ!

 If God is our Father than Christ  is our brother and we have been brought into the family relationship together with them…
Do you see where I am going here?

 Just as we are related by relationship to our earthly family we are related in relationship to our Heavenly family!
 The only difference is that our relationship to our Heavenly family is to be closer and more intimate because its duration is going to be a lot longer…
Let me see if I can explain…

 If you have earthly brothers and sisters and say that they never accept Jesus as their Lord and savior, your relationship with them will only last as long as they or you are alive. Your relationship is confined to here on planet earth.
 Your Heavenly brothers and sisters, your fellow believers, you will be in relationship with for all eternity.
 I believe the primary context of the word brother as is used in these portions of New Testament Scripture is that of our Heavenly relationship and not our earthly family relationships.
So now listen to this Scripture in 1st John 2:19 again from this mindset…..
  1 John 2:9-11 ( NIV ) 9Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. 

 10Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him  to make him stumble.  11But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him.
Our love of our Christian brothers and sisters we find is not optional as a believer but is actually commanded by the Lord.

I believe that it is in this context that Jesus was speaking in:

 Matthew 5:23-24 ( NIV ) 23“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you,  24leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.

 In other words make the family relationship right first…
 Folks, Love is the litmus test for us as Christians.
It is love that will be the measure of the sincerity of our faith.
 In closing I want to read from the love chapter of Scripture this morning….

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 1If I speak in the tongues  but have not love, I gain nothing.  of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames,
4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 

6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
8Love never fails.
  But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 
9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
  There is only three things in this life that will follow us into eternity-- Our faith and our hope and our Love….

 Our houses and cars and Cd’s and bank accounts and all the other things that we seem to place so much importance on in this life we will leave at deaths door….

 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.

And the greatest of these things God says is our love!

The fact is we are to love everyone! But even love comes in degrees….
  The degree of our love is to be Love of God first, love of our fellow brothers and sisters in the family of God second, and then love for the ever expanding realm of neighbor, love for the world that Christ came to die for…


 It will be our love that will determine just how well we work out our salvation…
   How is our love this morning?

  Does it fit within Gods design for us as His child?

4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 

6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8Love never fails.
Is this descriptive of your and my love today?
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