[bookmark: _GoBack]*MAY GOD CROWN YOUR YEAR!* 

The Psalmist said concerning God:

 *"You crown the year with your goodness; your footsteps drop prosperity behind them".*
Psalm 65:11

A crown is usually given at the end of an exercise or a contest, as a mark of honour to the recipient.

This time of the year is usually the time of rewarding for most companies,
organizations and Government agencies. It is a time they show appreciation to their employees; by rewarding them for the work they have done in the year ending.

Some people will end the year with huge bonuses while some will receive awards and honour for their outstanding performances.

Similarly, our God also has a way of surprising us at a time when we have almost lost hope by rewarding our service and love towards Him.

Apostle Paul wrote:

 *"For God is not unjust. He will not forget how hard you have worked for him and how you have shown your love to him by caring for other believers, as you still do".* 
Heb 6:10.

Brethren, I can still remember vividly an incident that happened many years ago, while I was taking part in a football match as part of my NYSC programme. 

Prior to the commencement of the football match; I had inscribed on my inner white T shirt: the words: *"JESUS LOVES YOU"* .

My intention was to remove my Jersey after scoring a goal to unveil the inner inscription.

However, the match turned against my team and we were losing 1:2 as the match was approaching the full-time.

At that point, I was so tired to extent that I was just gasping for breath and I could hardly run again.
I even signalled to my coach to remove me, but he declined.

Obviously, at that moment I  had lost hope and forgotten about my plan to advertise Jesus.

Suddenly, at the last minute of the match; the ball came to me at a vantage position and I took a shot that went in for the equalizer. GOAL.

It was one of the happiest moments of my life; not because I scored the goal but more particularly that the goal afforded me the opportunity to advertise Jesus in the manner I had planned it.

I removed my Jersey immediately to unveil the inner inscription about Jesus and some how I got the strength to run round the field in celebration: showcasing Jesus to the spectators.

In that process, the referee blew and the match was ended.

 *God showed up for me at a time I had completely given up on my intention.* 

Perhaps you have prayed to God for certain blessings this year or you have received a promise from God concerning what He intends to do and having done your own part of the responsibility, (diligence, love perseverance, faith, obedience, etc.) you are yet to see any indication of   those things materializing; even as we have entered the very last month of the year.

 *Do not be downcast, for our God is a God of the eleventh hour.* 

The bible says:

 *"Better is the end of a thing than its beginning".* 
Ecc 7:8

God has a way of surprising us when we least expect. Mary and Martha would have given us a better teaching about God's ability to deliver when it appears that time has lapsed.
 *John 11* 

The bible says:

*"He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus".* 
Phil 1:6.

 *Prayer* May abundance of every good gift of the Lord be your portion this remaining part of the year and God will crown your year with good success in Jesus name.🙏🏼

Don't lose hope yet!
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