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TITLE: Knowing the Voice of God

TEXT: 1 Ki. 19:11-13; Deut. 30:19-20; Mal. 2:16; 1 Co. 7:13;

2 Tim. 2:15; Job 34:4; Phil. 1:9-11; Ps. 119:11

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about knowing the voice of God.

 I think that sometimes people get a little nervous when they hear someone say that God told me this or God told me that.

  Now I believe that most mature Christians know what the person means when they make a statement

like this, but some will be uneasy with anyone claiming they hear from God.

Yet Scripture is full of examples where men and women heard from God and acted upon what they heard Him speak, in both the Old and New testaments. 

 Let me start with a Scripture from 1st Kings 19 where a very fearful Elijah desperately needs to hear from his God….


1 Kings 19:11-13 ( NIV ) 11The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” 

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake.  12After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.  13When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.
Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

I believe that the Lord can and does speak to us in many different ways. But most often when the Lord speaks He does so in a still and small voice.
 It is true that sometimes in Scripture Gods voice thundered out of heaven for all to hear.

 Sometimes He spoke with a clear, strong and even loud voice… But those times seemed to be the exception rather than the rule.

Most of the time God speaks in a soft voice and the only way that we will hear that voice is if we are still before Him.

I can think of one time when I heard the voice of the Lord in this manner.

 I was working as a grocery manager for Dahls Foods at the time and the Lord was starting to plant seeds within my heart to go into the ministry. It came to a place that I was sure that God wanted me to do this but instead of just patiently waiting on the Lord I took the bull by the horns and kind of got ahead of the Lord.

 We were going to the Foursquare Church in Winterset at the time and Pam and I were quite involved. And there was something pretty neat that just happened within the denomination. They had just acquired a new Bible college campus in Christiansburg Virginia and the story that went behind it was pretty amazing.

  There was a campus being built down there that, when the building process started, one of the first buildings erected was a masque. 

 The Christians of that community actually went out in multitude and surrounded the campus and prayed that God would stop this from happening.

Well, God answered their prayers! The financing dried up and the Muslims that started the project let the campus go into default so the banks that owned it put it on the market.

It is a long story but because the banks that owned the property were strong Christian men they wanted it to be a Christian campus. Foursquare ended up purchasing it for an amazingly low price and started a Christian college there.

I had convinced myself that this is where God wanted me to go to school for my ministry training.

Patience has never been one of my virtues so I packed up wife and kids and headed for Christiansburg Va. to check it out-- sure that the Lord was leading me to do it.

We get there and meet with the college officials and tell them what we are planning and shared my concern of going back to school at my age. They were very encouraging and things seemed like they were really falling into place.

They even called a local realtor who was a sponsor of the college to see what housing might be available.

 This guy dropped what he was doing to take us around to look at some of his properties.  He even agreed to hold a rental property that was empty for a couple or three months until we could get down there.

This all transpired in one day! We went back to the motel and I was feeling pretty good about how things were going.

 In the middle of the night Pam wakes up and I ask what’s the matter…She simply says “we can’t do this.”

I can’t really explain it but this was a Word from the Lord to me and I instantly knew it. 

 I was crushed! I had all but told my employer that I would be leaving my job. I felt discouraged that I had misunderstood what I had been so sure that God wanted me to do.

So we packed up and went back home and it was a long trip!

I went back to work fully expecting to keep doing what I had been doing for 20+ years. Don’t get me wrong, I liked my job. I would have been fully satisfied to keep doing it if that is what God wanted for me.

 About two years later I am driving home from work on I-35 and just about to the Cummings exit when I hear God speak. Nothing profound but I just hear the words “Now is the time”.

 Now when I say I heard this I don’t want anyone to get freaked out. I don’t know if it can be adequately explained but Gods voice came as a thought in my mind that I wouldn’t have had on my own and with that thought an instant understanding of what it meant.

I knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that “Now was the time” to leave my job.

When I got home I shared what had happened with Pam.  She totally confirmed it.  The evidence was in the total peace that we both had with this.

 Which is amazing in that the only thing that we knew at this point was that I was to quit my job. We had no idea what would come next! Yet we had a Philippians chapter 4 peace about this, a peace that surpassed understanding.

 The next morning our Pastor “just happened” to stop by saying he just “happened” to be in the neighborhood, so to speak. He sat at our kitchen table and asked what was up.  I told him of the events of the past 24 hours and how I already had my letter of resignation typed up to turn it in the next day. After listening to us he says this:

Now that you say that, let me tell you this--last summer at the youth Camp he had talked to our district supervisor about a man in his Church that he thought that the Lord was leading into pastoral ministry and explained our situation to him and asked what we could do if we ever came to this point of decision.

 Totally unknown to us they had already worked out a plan where through correspondence courses from Life Bible College and an apprenticeship through the Church we could get credentialed. 

Our God is an awesome God and He works in awesome ways! AMEN!

Most of the time it is not a question if God is speaking to us or not, but it is a question of our being in a place where we can hear Him speak.

I have a rather severe hearing deficit, as I know some hear this morning do also. To compensate for that hearing deficit I have hearing aids.

What is it that a hearing aid does? It amplifies the sound so that it can be more easily heard and distinguished.
Most people with hearing loss hear some things just fine but not other things.

My hearing loss is all upper frequency hearing loss.

 I used to do a lot of handgun shooting without ear protection and I literally shot out my upper frequency hearing.

My lower frequencies are perfectly normal but my upper frequencies are almost totally gone.

The earlier hearing aids didn’t help me all that much because what they did was just amplify the sound coming into my ear. I heard louder but what I heard was just a louder distortion of the sound. It didn’t make it all that easier to distinguish what was being said because it amplified what I could hear normally as well as what I could not hear very well. So the distortion was the same just louder.

The newer digital hearing aids are a lot better because they can be programmed to amplify just the frequencies that you have problems hearing without amplifying the frequencies that you can hear so what you hear is a lot closer to normal hearing.

The most potent hearing aid known to man is the Holy Bible! The Word of God!

God’s Word is the standard of truth against which we can test every message that comes our way.

Making a decision on an issue important to us can be extremely difficult. 

Sometimes it may seem as if we are hearing two or more voices, all of which seem to make good points but also pull us in different directions.

 It is important in those times that we learn to discern the voice of God.
The Word of God tells us to learn to listen to His voice so His voice must be able to be heard!

Deuteronomy 30:19-20 ( NIV ) Now choose life, so that you and your children may live  20and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. 

There are several principles to apply to what we may be hearing to discern whether it is of God or not, but the most basic is whether the message we may be hearing conflicts with Scripture or not.

God will never speak in conflict or contradiction to his word!

Let me give you an example:

 I was counseling with a couple who was having some serious problems in their marriage. In one of those sessions the woman said that she felt that God was telling her to divorce her husband because God wanted her to be happy.  

 Let me ask you----was she in fact hearing the voice of God?

No she was not! 

  How can I say that with so much certainty? Because God would have been speaking contrarily to His word!

Malachi 2:16 ( NIV ) 16“I hate divorce,” says the LORD God of Israel, “and I hate a man’s covering himself£ with violence as well as with his garment,” says the LORD Almighty. 

So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith.
1 Corinthians 7:13 ( NIV ) 13And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him. 

If God hates divorce and admonishes believers against it, then for Him to tell this woman to get a divorce so she could “be happy” would have been contradicting Himself.

 So if it wasn’t the voice of God this woman was hearing then whose voice was it?

Hard to tell! 

 Could have been her own voice she was listening to or the voice of a deceptive spirit or the voice of the secular world in which we live-- but it was not the voice of God because it contradicted His own Word!

God will never tell us to do something that counters what He has already recorded for all mankind in His Word.

The best way to know and recognize Gods voice is to get to know Him!

Spend time with Him in His Word and soak in His truths.

We must know God’s Word before we can differentiate God’s instructions and His voice from the messages Satan or our flesh is sending us!

Do you know how FBI investigators are trained to recognize counterfeit money?

 They don’t spend all of their time trying to keep up with the latest technological advances in creating false money. Instead, they first and foremost diligently study the original, the real thing. Then, held against that standard, the counterfeit stuff will stand out! 

The same is true when trying to discern the voice of God! We need to first be familiar with the real thing! 

We need to familiarize ourselves with what God has already said!


2 Timothy 2:15 ( NKJV ) 15Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

Where the NKJV says be diligent the KJV says study!

The Greek word is:

spoo-dad'-zo
From G4710; to use speed, that is, to make effort, be prompt or earnest:— (give) diligence, be diligent (forward), endeavor, labor, study.

Job 34:4 ( NIV ) 4    Let us discern for ourselves what is right; let us learn together what is good.

The primary place that we discern what is right and learn what is good is the Word of God!

Pam and I once had a woman come by our house at about 3:00 in the morning. A friend of mine called and said that he had a friend who was hearing voices that were telling her to kill herself and rightfully knew that it couldn’t wait till morning so he called. They came over and this woman thought that God was telling her to kill herself.

 She had a history of drug use and was a manic depressive and was off of her medication.

  The voices that she was hearing, I believe, may very well have been real but they were not from God. God will never speak contrary to his word.

  We assured her that this was not God speaking to her and after talking with her we all prayed over her and she went into the hospital to get regulated on her meds the next day.

You don’t have to be an expert or have a degree in counseling to discern that these kinds of things are not from God…You just need to be familiar with the real thing. Become familiar with His Word.

Hold the counterfeit up to the real thing and the counterfeit will be exposed for what it is every time---a fake! A lie! A deception!
Paul actually prayed a prayer for this kind of discernment over us in:

Philippians 1:9-11 ( NIV ) 9And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight,  10so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ,  11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.

9And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight,  10so that you may be able to discern what is best….

The most common way that God speaks to us is through His Word!

 He can speak to us in any of 100 different ways but He most commonly, most often, speaks to us through His Word!
King David understood this when he said in:

Psalms 119:11 ( NKJV ) 11    Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.
We hide Gods Word in our heart and we will hear the voice of that Word in our life!
 It should not be a rare thing for us to hear or know the voice of God!

  It is a voice that He wants us all to be familiar with.

Do you want to know the voice of God? Do you want to hear Him speak to you?

Spend Time with Him in His Word and you will start to hear His voice!


In fact, every time we read and meditate upon His word we are hearing Him speak.
