
Hey everyone! Enclosed you find the steps that you’ll
need to take in order to apply for a business grant,
along with links to apply and a few other recourses to 
obtaining funding for your business. 

Hope this helps!! Now go forth and prosper!!

Your go-to for all things business,
Dove Bennett
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For starters, you’ll need to be SBA (small business administration) certified. 
You can apply to become certified by visiting https://certify.sba.gov/.

A few qualifications include:
Be a small business
Not already have participated in the 8(a) program
Be at least 51 percent owned and controlled by U.S. citizens who are economically and 
socially disadvantaged
Be owned by someone whose personal net worth is $250,000 or less
Be owned by someone whose average adjusted gross income for three years is $250,000 or 
less
Be owned by someone with $4 million or less in assets
Have the owner manage day-to-day operations and also make long-term decisions
Have all its principals demonstrate good character
Show potential for success and be able to perform successfully on contracts

In order to get SBA certified you will also need the following:
To be a legally licensed business and registered with your state.
Possess a valid EIN
Open a Business Bank Account
Request a Duns and Bradstreet Number

The entire process generally takes less than a month and must be recertified annually in 
order to remain active.

Once you have obtained your SBA certification, you may begin applying for grants…
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Here are a few links where you can go to apply for grants or to learn 
more about opportunities…

https://www.blackenterprise.com/top-10-grants-financing-black-
businesses-minority-entrepreneurs/

https://www.girlboss.com/foundation

https://www.fedex.com/en-us/small-business/grant-contest/2019-
winners.html

https://www.nase.org/become-a-member/grants-and-
scholarships/BusinessDevelopmentGrants.aspx

https://ambergrantsforwomen.com/get-an-amber-
grant/?utm_expid=16497869-50.q2f8YOaKQg-
BgO77JhkXdQ.1&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fambergrantsforwome
n.com%2Fabout-us%2Ffaq-online-grants-for-women%2F

https://www.mbda.gov/

https://www.grants.gov/
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Grants aren’t the way to 

obtain funding for your 

business either!! 

Here are a few more links 

that may be of assistance to 

you!
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Small business credit cards are growing in popularity, particularly for 
entrepreneurs who don’t qualify for traditional business loans and don’t have 
access to networks filled with deep-pocketed family members, friends, and 
colleagues. Regardless of your field or industry, the funds from a credit card 
could probably help you a bit!

So what are the benefits of obtaining a business card as opposed to a personal 
one, you ask…

➢ A Business Card can help build up your business credit
➢ Tend to have higher spending limits
➢ Come with a more generous reward program

Keep in mind that all cards will have different qualifications and guidelines, but 
here are a few that you can try:

Discover it Secured Card
This is a secured credit card for businesses. This card does require a deposit, 
however with responsible use, you’ll quickly build your business credit and can 
switch to an unsecured card, or even qualify for a loan!

Capital One Spark Business
These cards are unsecured, however are based on personal credit and only 
approved for average to excellent credit scores (580 minimum score required). 
They do come with very high credit limits and excellent rewards though!

Wells Fargo Business Secured Credit Card
This is also a secured card but they only require a 450 credit score and they give 
higher limits (depending on what you are willing to deposit).
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Additional Business Credit Cards:

Discover it Secured Card
Bento for Business Visa® Debit Card
Capital One Spark Classic for Business
Wells Fargo Business Secured Credit Card
BBVA Compass Business Secured Credit Card
Chase Ink Business UnlimitedSM Credit Card
American Express® Blue Business Cash Card
U.S. Bank Business Platinum Card
Bank of America Platinum Visa ® Business Card
The Plum Card ® from American Express

The suggestions on this page are not provided by any bank, credit card issuer, 
airline, or hotel chain, and has not been reviewed, approved, or otherwise 

endorsed by any of these entities. Opinions expressed here are mine alone, not 
those of the bank, credit card issuer, airline, or hotel chain, and have not been 
reviewed, approved, or otherwise endorsed by any of these entities. I was not 

paid for these suggestions.

https://www.discovercard.com/application/displayLanding?pageFileId=double-paidsearch-secured&sc=KXNU&iq_id=r43700048627768494&cmpgnid=ps-dca-sc-google-brand-securedcardHV&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0brtBRDOARIsANMDykYuS3eHuJ6RZRfZnfG_VfB7m9i4qJY2Bg7E17fVe7p2--bqHD6aihkaAixnEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://bentoforbusiness.com/lp05/get-bento/?bfb_medium=cpc&bfb_source=google&bfb_campaign=6815122453&bfb_adgroup=79674111557&bfb_network=g&bfb_device=c&bfb_term=bento%20for%20business&bfb_matchtype=p&bfb_placement=&bfb_content=376453453612&bfb_location=9009983&code=AR&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0brtBRDOARIsANMDykZHY8Y6pUGBZdJY0fRuCrDkC-tTo1Sb_uFbSt4-34mvsNnvE0iltVAaAhkhEALw_wcB
https://www.capitalone.com/small-business/credit-cards/
https://welcome.wf.com/small-business-credit-solutions/?focus=credit-card-secured&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0brtBRDOARIsANMDykbjKa41JKWhVHBP09BUuryfcnIn3vp15ISwiVuGQcp8j96x8nbqQhEaAjHgEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.bbvausa.com/business/credit-card.html
https://www.moneycrashers.to/chase-ink-business-unlimited?var2=r:google-p:43440-d:2-l:4of201-e:h3
https://www.americanexpress.com/en-us/business/credit-cards/blue-business-cash/42732?eep=42732&irgwc=1&veid=SwoS45SXbxyJRp-wUx0Mo38yUknznxRuIwoxx40&pid=IR&affid=357474&affname=QuinStreet%20Inc.%20%28credit%20cards%29&sid=SBS30050&pmc=1169&rulename=
https://bizcards.usbank.com/credit/affiliateplatinum.do?referrer=commissionjunction&ecid=AF_25000&PID=8254874&referral=commissionjunction&cjevent=259eb58fe60d11e9808d00c60a240610
https://secure.bankofamerica.com/applynow/welcome.go
https://www.americanexpress.com/us/credit-cards/business/business-credit-cards/american-express-plum-card-amex/42732?eep=42732&irgwc=1&veid=SwoS45SXbxyJRp-wUx0Mo38yUknznURuIwoxx40&pid=IR&affid=357474&affname=QuinStreet%20Inc.%20%28credit%20cards%29&sid=SBS30050&pmc=499&rulename=
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Now if you’re needing more funding, lower payments and a more stretched out 
payment plan, then a business loan may be more practical for you. 

Also, different companies offer different loan types, depending on what stage 
your business is in, whether you are start-up, a medium size business, working 
with bad credit or if you only need funding for equipment. 

Most business loans will base decisions on your personal credit, however many 
of them only require a 600-credit score to qualify!

A few good business loans to try are:

OnDeck
Best Lender for Small Business Loans of Up to $500,000. This lender requires that 
you be in business for at least a year, have a minimum FICO score of 600 and a 
minimum annual revenue of $100,000. 

Funding Circle
Funding Circle is a small business lending platform and offers loans with a low 
APR. They require a minimum FICO score of 620 and at least two years in 
business, however they do not have a minimum annual revenue requirement. 
How great is that?

StreetShares
StreetShares lends term loans, lines of credit and invoice financing to businesses. 
Loans as small as $2,000 are available! This lender requires that you be in 
business for at least a year, have a minimum FICO score of 600 and a minimum 
annual revenue of $25,000. 
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Additional Business Loans

Fundbox
Headway capital
Bluevine
Celtic bank
Kabbage
Fast Capital 360
Loan Builder
Biz2Credit
Wells Fargo
One Park Financial

The suggestions on this page are not provided by any bank, credit card issuer, 
airline, or hotel chain, and has not been reviewed, approved, or otherwise 

endorsed by any of these entities. Opinions expressed here are mine alone, not 
those of the bank, credit card issuer, airline, or hotel chain, and have not been 
reviewed, approved, or otherwise endorsed by any of these entities. I was not 

paid for these suggestions.

https://fundbox.com/landing-pages/019b/?utm_campaign=g_s_brand_alpha&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=fundbox&ad=343987371548&mt=e&adpos=1t1&content=desktop&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0brtBRDOARIsANMDykaX0e4m-lJlZTd0gM-biBN_c2hgAsdPMrE8B8YTwPoV74mlx42y8FQaAquiEALw_wcB
https://www.headwaycapital.com/ppc/headway?gclid=Cj0KCQjw0brtBRDOARIsANMDykaeeFn1EFY9S9-qTJIT-7TH70st-xROjQbjkdUw1L-Q4vTrMhRO5AsaAmhIEALw_wcB
http://www.bluevine.com/
https://www.celticbank.com/
https://campaign.kabbage.com/landing-page/short-line-of-credit/?refid=SEM_c_Google_g_340734117050_Search-Inmarket_Lending_p_business%20credit_1748813966_kwd-12688903__1t2_9009983__|PT|Cj0KCQjw0brtBRDOARIsANMDykbUTErArI_Y_U6PS7l6QeFcyWhK4uNEjP5jIo1kAk726bsJFqlN6jsaAuiTEALw_wcB&corrdata=Cj0KCQjw0brtBRDOARIsANMDykbUTErArI_Y_U6PS7l6QeFcyWhK4uNEjP5jIo1kAk726bsJFqlN6jsaAuiTEALw_wcB&utm_source=google&utm_medium=sem_nonbrand&utm_campaign=Search-Inmarket&utm_term=business%20credit&utm_content=340734117050&utm_expid=.kOaIwCPiTnSv3UzsAUxVxA.1&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
https://www.fastcapital360.com/get-approved/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=business%20loan&utm_campaign=Search_Business_Loan_Desktop_BMM&kw=Your%20business%20loans&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0brtBRDOARIsANMDykaWZnnl-C14uJAhzaAgf-hr0U36PFTGoaa2Sb7NuBE4W2a3StS2vXAaAj1mEALw_wcB
https://www.loanbuilder.com/digital/?utm_source=Google&utm_campaign=701C0000000nUuQIAU&utm_medium=NBPPC&utm_term=GoogleNB&utm_content=ETA-FastBusinessLoans&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0brtBRDOARIsANMDykY8pPIjt_lfyO0EA-vrYjO0YObPwc_MbFliKiU27C5DwWsKc0pXcjkaArfiEALw_wcB
https://www.biz2credit.com/smallbusinessfunding?utm_source=google&utm_medium=sem&utm_term=business%20loans%20for%20small%20business&utm_content=272165578530&utm_campaign=New_Business_Loan_Campaign$Small_Business_Loan_Exact&Network=Search&SiteTarget=&Device=c&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=business%20loans%20for%20small%20business&utm_content=272165578530&utm_campaign=New_Business_Loan_Campaign$Small_Business_Loan_Exact&Network=Search&SiteTarget=&Device=c&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0brtBRDOARIsANMDykY6tewDFjn7wzT7DvBhUGoy7SQlK0QIQpgefbR-woOGWaQtIWHRrHAaAie7EALw_wcB
https://welcome.wf.com/small-business-credit-solutions/?focus=term-loan&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0brtBRDOARIsANMDykZPyXuWJZ4mHOeiirgtxKoCWdWIuzVei-GIyCZngiPAEzliYzCWjTMaApeREALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.oneparkfinancial.com/?utm_campaign=Google-Competitor-Desktop-Phrase-2019&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_content=351290075691&utm_term=wells%20fargo%20business%20loans&_bt=%7badid%7d&_bm=p&_bn=g&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0brtBRDOARIsANMDykZc3wjbj_HJ0lnxTLByQawiHNSeL4w2xM4Gi9y4XgdVVz9L5dYlJKYaAqv7EALw_wcB
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