THE ELDERS AMONG YOU

I PET. 5:1-4

I.  INT.

A.  God has always given the type of organization to

    His people He wanted

1.  A church can exist scriptural without elders 

    until such time as men are qualified to serve,

    but it is not a completely organized church

    until it does have elders: Acts 14:22-23

2.  God wants qualified men to serve as elders over

    his church

B.  Peter bases his exhortation upon the facts that he

    is:

1.  An elder-It is scriptural for a preacher to be an

    elder

2.  “A witness of the suffering of Christ”

3.  “A partaker of the glory that shall be revealed”
II.  THE TERMS BY WHICH CHURCH OFFICERS ARE 

     CALLED

A.  THE TITLE GIVEN TO ELDERS OF THE CHURCH

    ARE ADOPTED FROM PREVIOUS EXISTING 

    OFFICES AND CARRY WITH THEM MUCH OF 

    THEIR FORMER SIGNIFICANCE

B.  ELDER, ANGLO-SEXON; PRESBYTER, GREEK-

    EXPERIENCE AND DIGNITY OF AGE; BOTH ARE

    TRANSLATED FROM WORD “PRESBUTEROS” 

    ACTS 14:23; Tit. 1:5

1.  Originally designated older men, heads of 

    families, who exercised government over their

    families Ex. 4:29

2.  In  the days of Christ it had become title of 

    rulers of the synagogue and rulers of the people

    Lk. 22:66

3.  The term elder and presbyter means “one 

    advanced in life, a term of rank or office and

    denotes the dignity of the office.”

4.  Thus when these were adopted into the church

    it brought with it the idea of rulers in  the 

    church with some authority

C.  BISHOP, ANGLO-SEXON; OVERSEER, GREEK - ONE

    WHO OVERSEES OR SUPERVISES. BOTH 

    TRANSLATED FROM THE GREEK WORD 

    “EPISCOPOS” (ACTS 20:28; TIT. 1:7; I TIM. 3:1;

     PH. 1:1)

1.  COMBINATION OF “epi” (meaning “over” and

    “shapeo” (meaning “I see”) hence “overseer”

a.  Used for the officers appointed by Josiah to

    oversee the workers engaged in repairing  the

    temple (2 Chron. 34:12; Solomon in building

    the temple (2 Chron. 2:18)

b.  Overseers of workman employed in rebuilding

    the wall around Jerusalem (Nehemiah 11:5,9,

    14)

c.  Thayer says the term mean “a man charged

    with the duty of seeing that things done by

    others are done rightly: any curator, 

    guardian, or superintendent; in the N.T.

    a guardian of souls, one who watches over

    their welfare; the superintendent, head, or

    overseer of any Christian church”

d.  When applied to the officers of the church it

    carried with it the significance already 

    attached, namely

1)  Persons appointed to superintend the 

    affairs of the church

2)  To direct activities of the members

3)  See that everything was done that should
    be done

4)  That it was done by the right person

5)  Done at the right time
6)  Done in the right way
D.  SHEPHERD, ANGLO-SEXON; PASTOR, LATIN

    REFERS TO TENDING AND FEEDING (EPH. 4:ll;

    I Pet. 5:2; I Pet. 2:25)

1.  We can only appreciate the term shepherd 

    when he notices its use in the Bible

a.  David sees a likeness between the shepherd

    care of his flock and God’s care of Israel-Psa

    23

b.  Isaiah forsaw the life and labor of the Son

    of God as a Shepherd- Isaiah 40:11

c.  Jesus pictures himself as the Good 

    shepherd Jn. 20:1-5, 11-14

d.  Peter speaks of Christ as Shepherd (I Pet. 

    2:25) and implies that elders are under 

    shepherds I Pet. 5:4

2.  When this term is applied to one in the 

    church it represents him as the ruler, guide,

    protector and companion of the members of

    the church

E.  RULER, I TH. 5:12; I Tim. 5:17; Heb. 13:7, 17

1.  This term refers to one that is over,

    superintendent, one who goes before, leader,

    rules, commands to have authority over, 

    controls, etc

F.  ALL OF THE FORGOING TERMS APPLY TO THE

    SAME INDIVIDUALS

1.  The world uses the term bishop differently 

    from elder

2.  The world uses the term pastor to apply to the

    preacher

3.  In the Bible the terms elder and overseers

    to the same men Acts 20:17; 28

4.  In the Bible the term elders and bishops refer

    to the same men Tit. 21:5; 

5.  In the Bible the term elders and shepherds 

    refer to the same men I Pet. 5:1, 4

6.  In the Bible the term elders and pastors refer

    to the same men Eph. 4:11; Acts 20:17

III.  “FEED (TEND) THE FLOCK OF GOD …” I PET. 5:2; 

      ACTS 20:28

A.  IN TENDING THE FLOCK OF GOD THE ELDERS

    ARE RESPONSIBLE:

1.  To protect the congregation against false 

    teachers Acts 20:29; Tit. 1:9-11

2.  To guard against troublemakers in the cong.

    Acts 20:30

3.  To keep watch day and night Acts 20:3l

B.  IN TENDING THE FLOCK OF GOD IT WILL BE 

    LIMITED TO ONE CONG. “WHICH IS AMONG YOU”

C.  IN TENDING THE FLOCK OF GOD

1.  It will not be:

a.  By constraint I Pet. 5:2

b.  For filthy lucre I Pet. 5:2
c.  As Lord’s over God’s heritage I Pet. 5:3
2.  It will be

a.  Limited to one cong. I Pet. 5:2

b.  Willingly I Pet. 5:2
c.  Of a ready mind I Pet. 5:2
d.  As examples to the flock I Pet. 5:3
e.  Laboring in the Lord I Th. 5:12
f.  With diligence Rm. 12:8
g.  Well I Tim. 5:17
IV.  THE PROMISED REWARD TO THE FAITHFUL 

      SHEPHERD I PET. 5:4

A.  IT WILL BE RECEIVED “WHEN THE CHIEF 

    SHEPHERD SHALL APPEAR”

B.  IT WILL BE A CROWN OF GLORY THAT FADETH

    NOT AWAY I PET. 1:4-5

V.  CONCLUSION:

A.  ELDERS OF THE CHURCH HAVE A GREAT RESP.

    TO THE GOD AND TO THE CHURCH
