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TITLE: Respect

TEXT: 1 Pet. 2:16-17; Ro. 12:10; Gen. 1:27-28; Jam. 3:9-10;

1 Pet. 4:7-11; Jn. 3:16; Ro. 5:8; Jn. 13:34-35

INTRODUCTION: As I was preparing for the message this week I thought it might be good to do one last message on Christian citizenship before the election next month and it surprised me the direction that I felt the Lord taking me….It may be largely because of the disgusting public spectacle we have witnessed the last 2-3 weeks in Washington with the confirmation process of Judge Bret Kavanaugh, now justice Kavanaugh, the newest jurist on the United States Supreme Court..
 Let me start with a passage of Scripture I came to…

1 Peter 2:16-17 ( NIV ) 16Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.  17Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.
Leadership is not always an easy thing. Many times leadership is not an easy place to be in.

 We all experience leadership to some degree in our life.

 A grade school child is chosen as a hall monitor at school and that is a position of leadership.

 The captain of the football team or basketball squad is a position of leadership.

  Boy and Girl Scout leaders have positions of leadership.

  A man gets married and he has taken on the position of leadership within the home.

 All mothers have a natural position of leadership with their children.

If you have employees who work under you at work then you are in a place of leadership there.

Pastors, Sunday school teachers, board members of a Church body are all positions of leadership.


 Again, leadership is not always an easy thing-- especially in a world fallen to sin.

 Coming from over 20 years in grocery retail  management I have a deep appreciation for leadership.

 I have worked for some of the best leaders in grocery retail in the country; I watched them closely as I was moving up through the ranks. The manager that I became was an accumulation of many other men’s qualities that I had gleaned and tried to emulate over the years.

One thing that I learned early on in management is that you are not in that position to win any kind of popularity contest but you are there to best represent the company that you work for or the one that you serve.

Sometimes that will entail doing some very hard things, making some very hard decisions.  Many times, even though those decisions are necessary, they are not necessarily popular.

You may have to fire an employee who is liked by everyone including yourself.  (Pete)
God has given us specific instructions in how we are to respond to leadership in Scripture.

1 Peter 2:16-17 ( NIV ) 16Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.  17Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.
 There is something that has gone on in our nation over the past couple decades now.

  To me it started to really intensify when George  W Bush was President. Something so prevalent back then it had been given a name and that is “Bush Bashing”.

 I would dare say that President Bush had been criticized more than any other president that this nation has ever had at the time of his presidency..

I mean did the mainstream media ever say one single thing that this man had ever done right?

I am not saying that the man had done everything right as president, but he surely had done some things right but you would never know it from the media coverage.

 I think I kind of always knew why that was but it didn’t really register with me until when John McCain was running for president and Governor Sarah Palin was put of the ticket as a vice presidential candidate and how the left and the main stream media responded in the vicious manner that many of them did against her.  

 Not attacking her policy but attacking her and her family personally.

 The mainstream media had responded to Governor Palin much the same as they had to President Bush. With an intensity that seemed to approach distain if not outright hatred…
The only correlation that I could make between Governor Palin and President Bush is that they both are evangelical Christians who had been vocal about their faith especially about their opposition to abortion.

And this alone seems to drive those who are opposed to protecting our unborn crazy. 

Sadly even some Christians had got into the media feeding frenzy and had treated both with a lack of general respect that all leaders deserve whether we agree with them on every issue or not.
 I thought that is could not get any worse….Then Donald Trump was elected president….

 For almost all of the last two years the mainstream media and the left and some on the right have been at all out war against this man and his administration.

 He has been referred to by every vile name in the book! Raciest, Nazi, Homophobe and on and on.
 It is has moved from mere distain by those on the left and most left leaning media to unmasked hatred….
 Now president Trump probably has much he can be criticized for. At times I wish someone in his administration would duct tape his fingers together so he would not be able to tweet.
 But none the less He is the duly elected President of the United States of America.

God is speaking to you and I as His Church when He says:

17Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.
Showing proper respect is not saying we must always agree with everything that the person says or stands for.
 But even if we do disagree we need to do so respectfully as a Christian.
The Greek word that Scripture uses for respect here is:

tim-ah'-o
 to prize, that is, fix a valuation upon; by implication to revere:—honour, value.
REVERE-- stresses deference and tenderness of feeling *

On a national level do you think that this is the way people in leadership such as President Bush or Governor Palin and now Donald Trump are treated? With respect or reverence or with tenderness of feeling?

 The Greek word used for king is:
bas-il-yooce'
(through the notion of a foundation of power); a sovereign (abstractly, relatively or figuratively):—king.

In our culture this is the Greek word that would be used to describe our president or any position of state or national leadership..

 bas-il-yooce'
The foundation of power or a sovereign….
A ruler, one placed in leadership over.

As Christians we are called to respect our leadership for the positions that they hold.

And if we don’t feel we are called to specifically show respect for our leaders then God has two other admonitions of respect for us that will encompass them.

Both President Bush and Governor Palin had confessed publicly that they are evangelical Christians. Born again believers in Jesus Christ!
 Donald Trump has also made the claim of Christianity.
You and I as fellow Christians have been called to love the brotherhood of believers!

The word for love that is used here is the Greek:

ag-ap-ah'-o
to love (in a social or moral sense)

Romans 12:10 ( NIV ) 10Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 

It comes back to showing respect for.
And in fact, as Believers, we are called to show proper respect to everyone whether Christian or not!

Even those that we may strongly disagree with.
We can strongly disagree with someone who has been placed in authority over us. We can and should stand up when they do things that are not for the public good or when they go against Gods commands. But even then we need to do so respectfully.

As a politically minded American citizen I find myself in a lot of political discussions especially in an election season.

I like most people will defend the person I am for and at times point out the weaknesses of those I not.

That is what a democratic republic is all about..
 Being free to speak your mind and heart when it comes to things in the public discourse of ideas.

I feel that God has blessed us with these freedoms of speech and expression.

But as a Christian we are called to do that respectfully.
17Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.
 I witnessed a lack of respect for a president running for re-election several years ago by a reporter on a local TV station and it so angered me that I wouldn’t watch the news on that channel for years afterwards. I still don’t today because of the blatant bias and lack of respect that they showed.

It was when then Governor Clinton was running against then president George Herbert Walker Bush senior.
The news anchor on this station addresses Governor Clinton as Governor Clinton and he referred to President Bush as not president Bush, not even George Bush but simply Bush.

You could tell from that reference that this newsman was not a supporter of President Bush because that came out in the disrespectful way he addressed him and the slight distain in his voice.

 Possibly without intending to do so he showed his own personal bias which a good reporter is to leave at the studio door. But even more than that he showed a total lack of respect for the sitting president of the United States. And in fact the office of the Presidency.
Whenever I am in a political discussion I do try to use the title or the first name of the individuals being discussed as a matter of general respect even if I am adamantly against what that person stands for. And if you ever hear me do otherwise please correct me.
But respect goes far beyond just the political realm for us as followers of Jesus Christ.
We have been called by God to:

17Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.
Everyone is deserving of a basic element of respect.

Here is why?
 Genesis 1:27 ( NIV ) 27    So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him;
 male and female he created them.

 Every man, woman and child is created in the image of God!

Mankind, you and I, bear Gods image! 

tseh'-lem
From an unused root meaning to shade; a phantom, that is, (figuratively) illusion, resemblance; hence a representative figure.

In the context used here the word image means:

resemblance; hence a representative figure.

So God created man as a resemblance or a representative figure of Himself,

Why would God do that?

 Genesis 1:27-28 ( NIV ) 27    So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.
    28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”
 God’s commission to man was to fill the earth and subdue it and rule over all that God had made.
 God created man and placed him in a position of leadership over His creation.
 We were placed in an authoritative position to rule over the earth to be reflections of the creator here.

 We are to bear the reflection of God to all of His creation.

 Now after the fall of man and sin entering the equation we now may be a good reflection of God or a bad reflection of God but we still, none the less, are to be reflections of God to our world.
We are image bearers!

So this is why we need to be respectful of all men who are also image bearers of God. 
James 3:9-10 ( NIV ) 9With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness.  10Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. 

Did you catch that?

9With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness. My brothers, this should not be. 

We should always have a basic degree of respect for the image of God!
The image of God is stamped upon all men.
Take the wino or drug addict lying in a gutter in any city slum and you will see someone who has been stamped with the image of God!
They, just the same as you and I, bear Gods image!
They and we may do things to mar that image but the image or reflection is there none the less…
James is emphatic when he says:
9With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness.  10Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. 
James is not just saying this should not be in relation to praises and curses coming out of the same mouth but also cursing men made in Gods image and likeness should not be either.
Why? Because we cruse a reflection of Gods image..
And the sad thing is that it seems we often struggle with respect even when it comes to the body of believers!

Our admonition is to:

17Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers!
We are to respect everyone but we have a greater command when it comes to one another as believers. 

We are to Love the brotherhood of believers.
Again the word used for love here is:

ag-ap-ah'-o
to love (in a social or moral sense)

How does one love in a moral or social sense?
 By Respect!  Being courteous to! Exercising civil behavior toward!  
 Recognizing that all Christians are image bearers of God in a double sense—1st We bear Gods image in a general sense just by being a human being, and secondly as a born again believer we bear His image in a spiritual sense also.  As Christians we are all fellow believers. We are members in the family of God. Together we are His sons and daughters and are brothers and sisters to each other.
Peter is speaking to we the Church when he says in:

 1 Peter 4:7-11 ( NIV ) 7The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray.  8Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.  9Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.  10Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.  

11If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

8Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 

 Have ever wondered how it is possible that love can cover a multitude of sins? Or whose sins are being referred to?

I believe that Love covers a multitude of our own sins!

Here is how?

 If we have a brother or sister in the Lord that really bugs us at times (not that anyone here ever would). We have a choice as how to respond to that. We can act irritated at them or ignore them or have unkindly thoughts about them , possibly be generally disrespectful of them or we can simply love them.

 The choice is entirely ours to make!

 And if we choose to respond in any other way toward them than love then we have neglected to obey the above command to love our fellow believer.

 If we chose to love than that love covers all of the other potential sin that we would commit by not loving them…
Love always trumps sin! Love always covers sin!

That is the message and the example of the cross!

John 3:16 ( NIV ) 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,£ that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 It was God’s Love for us that put Him on the cross and that love, once we embrace it, covers over the multitude of our sins.

 That is Gods example to us on how love covers a multitude of sins.
 Romans 5:8 ( NIV ) 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

His sacrificial love for us was demonstrated on Calvary’s cross and that demonstration of love has covered the multitude of our sins. When we come to Jesus repentant for our sin, seeking His forgiveness and surrender our heart and life to Him we are instantly forgiven all of our sins!
God chose the way of love and He has called us to do the same.
Jesus gives us as His disciples this command in:

  John 13:34-35 ( NIV ) 34“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

As I have loved you, so you must love one another!

    Must is not an option word!
 Any response other than love is not even to be considered an option to us as a believer especially in regard to other believers.
 Love will always be manifest in respect….
Church this is our calling as a Christian…

17Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.

Will we chose love and in doing so cover over the multitude of our own sin?
 We will be respectful to all who have been created in Gods image?
 Respectful first and foremost to all other believers…

 But also be respectful to all others we come into contact with?

 Our families, our neighbors, our employees, our employers, the waitress at the restaurant or the sales clerk at the grocery store.

 And will we treat our leaders with the respect due them for the positions that they hold.

 For all do bear the image of God even if they make it very hard to see it at times.

 17Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.

